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At a Church Leadership Program,

Ministers Encourag

BY RACHAEL LEE

With the hope to reach “one
more for the gospel,” a church in
Southern California has set out to
train ministry leaders — both lay
and pastoral — for more effective
ministry.

Christ Central of Southern Cali-
fornia aims to do so through a
six-week summer program called
LEAD (Leadership, Edification,
and Development), featuring guest
speakers who teach about various
topics related to ministry, such as
handling interpersonal conflict, or
answering questions posed by mil-
lennials, among others.

Leaders of churches outside of
Christ Central have also been in-
vited to and in attendance at the
weekly seminars.

The most recent seminar, which
took place on July 13, featured
Reverend Owen Lee from Christ
Central Presbyterian Church of
Centreville, VA, and focused on
helping ministers stay spiritually
healthy.

“It's possible for you to work
very hard for Jesus, while walk-
ing very far from Jesus,” said Lee.
“My hope is that you would want
to walk with Jesus and enjoy Him
personally.”

There are multiple ways to “fight
for our faith,” as Lee put it, such as
corporate worship, personal wor-
ship, and other disciplines such as
fasting or solitude. But in addition
to those, Lee suggested two more
ways to ensure spiritual health
while doing ministry: “preaching
the gospel to yourself,” and “meet-
ing in a safe community in which
others can preach the gospel to
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Christ Central of Southern California has been holding its LEAD program for ministry leaders since July 6, and will conclude the program on Au-

gust 17. Reverend Owen Lee was featured as the guest speaker for the seminar which took place on July 13.

you.”

Preaching the gospel to oneself
involves a method that Lee called
the “Gospel Waltz” —a cycle which
contains three steps.

It begins when a believer is con-
victed of sin, and she then comes
to God and repents of that sin. But
that repentance must be twofold: a
repentance of the surface sin, and
a repentance of the root sin that
led to the surface sin.

For instance, Lee said, suppose
a Christian lied. That would be the
surface sin. But the Christian must
probe deeper and uncover the
idols that led to the lie.

“Why did you lie? If you were
worried about what people would
think of you, maybe reputation is
an idol for you,” said Lee.

Then, she moves on to the sec-
ond part of the Gospel Waltz: be-

lieving in the forgiveness and sal-
vation that God freely gives. This
is a step that many often carry out
“mechanically” and move on from
too quickly, Lee said.

“You have to sit here for a while
and let it marinate,” he explained.
“This is where we wrestle with
God, to be moved again by the
beauty of the gospel.”

“To fight for your faith, it takes
energy and time,” added Lee.

Finally, she asks the Holy Spirit
what God would have her do in
that situation, and obey.

The cycle begins again when the
believer fails to obey, and sins once
again.

Lee added that leaders need
a community of safe people in
which this can be done together
— “a community of confidantes to
fight for our faith.”

“The more | confess my sins
to you, the more protected | am
from my sin,” he said. “It is better
to be embarrassed in front of my
friends, than to be enslaved by my
sin trying to keep it to myself.”

He encouraged those present to
be “vigilant” in fighting for their
faith.

“What our churches need most
from us as ministers, whether
ordained ministers or lay minis-
ters, is our personal holiness,” he
concluded. “That we're actually
believing for ourselves what we're
telling them to believe ... that we're
not just telling people how good
Jesus is but we're telling them be-
cause we have personally tasted
his goodness for ourselves ... that
what we do is an accurate reflec-
tion of what is actually going on in
our own lives.”

Korean American Non-Profit Sets Out to Provide
New Backpacks and Supplies to Students in Foster Care

Korean American Family Ser-
vices (KFAM) is currently carry-
ing out its annual campaign to
give new backpacks and school
supplies to students in foster
care.

The campaign, called ‘Back-
packs of Love, began in 2014,
and has been carried out every
summer since, with the aim to
provide new school supplies and
backpacks for students in dif-
ficult situations. Since the first
summer it took place, the funds
raised through the campaign has
allowed KFAM to purchase and
give 1,042 new backpacks con-
taining school supplies to the LA
County Department of Child and
Family Services (DCFS).

This year once again, the non-
profit will be purchasing these

new supplies in August with the
donations received throughout
the month of June. The new sup-
plies will then be given to the
Asian Pacific Project within the
LA County DCFS, which takes
care of the Asian American chil-
dren in the foster care system.

“Every year, the love and inter-
est shown by the Korean commu-
nity has allowed us to be able to
prepare more supplies than our
initial goal,” said KFAM'’s execu-
tive director Connie Chung Joe. “I
look forward to the warm support
that we will be receiving from the
Korean community once again
this year.”

Last year, KFAM was able to
prepare 337 backpacks, which al-
lowed for a number of backpacks
to be given to students who are

AN

st a P/

KOREAN AMERICAN FamiLy SERVICES

= \
Korean American Family Services is carrying out its fourth annual ‘Backpacks of Love’ campaign
during the month of July. (Photo courtesy of KFAM)

hard of hearing, and American
Indian students in the foster care
system.

Those who are interested in

participating could do so by do-
nating school supplies or finan-
cially. For more information, visit
kfamla.org.

Prayers for
Hyeon Soo Lim,
Detained In
North Korea,
Continue

Most recent
gathering in Toronto
draws hundreds

Hundreds gathered in Toronto
in late June for one of the largest
prayer meetings held on behalf
of Reverend Hyeon Soo Lim, the
Korean Canadian pastor who is
currently detained in North Ko-
rea.

Lim, who was arrested and de-
tained in February of 2015, was
sentenced to life in prison. Since
then, multiple prayer gatherings
for his safe return have taken
place in Canada, the U.S., and
South Korea.

This recent gathering drew
more than 800 people, according
to Radio Free Asia. Pastors from
the surrounding community led
prayers for the government to
handle the situation wisely, and
for Lim’s health.

“We heard that a direct inter-
view with Reverend Lim took
place at the Swedish embassy last
month,” Rev. Jason Noh, who
currently leads Light Presbyte-
rian Church where Lim used to
serve as senior pastor, said at the
gathering. “They took a photo of
Reverend Lim and sent it to his
family.”

Noh added concerns that Lim’s
health seems to be deteriorating,
as his weight has dropped from
90 to 60 kilograms.

“The efforts of our Canadian
government thus far, though ap-
preciated, have failed to capture
the seriousness of this issue,”
Richard Ha, a spokesperson for
Light Presbyterian, was quoted as
saying by The Star.

Indeed, the family expressed
increasing concern for Lim after
Otto Warmbier, an American
university student who was also
detained in North Korea, died af-
ter his return.

“The family is very concerned
at this point,” Lisa Pak, a spokes-
woman for Lim’s family, was
quoted as saying by Reuters at the
time. “They are hoping the Cana-
dian government will turn (ef-
forts) up a few notches in terms of
active diplomacy and really start
engaging.”

The prayer gathering also in-
cluded a time to pray for Warm-
bier’s family and loved ones.

W 7S H-aa Al

7+ AL

M-

29 g oo

20174

73 29
(0 E2
LT 10A] - 12A]

California International University(C.LU. %)
3130 Wilshire Blvd #303 LA, CA 90010

U, HED, $YF, ANY, 23U, HYF

LA 7ZISngeAM2E 213,387.1207
Email:email4dlacem@gmail com

dAl | Fo H = Z A
- J|zsgtoz x5
Ams am J18Y w8
oK 22! = mE sy LA 7124 20t

8/5(E) | RE WX | Sxo oo

mE| Y A%

sldq
8/12(E) | msl x4y | SHIE m3| :hd C.S.U. San Bernardino
2%, st
i Hzmslel Aoz
8/19(8) & 8 B | s wyz Sasm 24, JiSms
. | oF msle] Saa | auxE
u| =135 [= = O
8/26(%) | Ol RE| | ioi0) %z MEEX|7| 28| SA}
o b=
&) | maps | ESOIEY I
9/ 9(E) | w3 &S S 32 Compassion Law
= =

Group HESA}




B2

THURSDAY, July 20, 2017 Vol. 109

Local Churches and Ministries

PAsToR JusTiIN Kim

Sunday Celebration Services:9 AM & 11 AM
Wednesday College Fellowship: 7 PM

18700 Harvard Ave, Building C, Irvine, CA 9261
T.(949) 385-3051 / www.ocbethel.com

Sunday Services: 9:30 AM & 11:30 AM PasToR SuNG CHANG
Sunday School: 11:30 AM

College Group Meetings: Fridays at 6 PM

Charis Mission Church -

5005 Edenhurst Ave, Los Angeles, CA 90039
T. (818) 549-9191 / www.charismissionchurch.org

Placentia Site Sunday Services: 10 AM Pastor HAaroLD Kim
Artesia Site Sunday Services:

11:30AM, 1:15PM

Christ Central of
Southern California

Artesia: 11841 178th St, Artesia, CA 90701
Placentia: 500 Bradford Ave, Placentia, CA 92870
T.(562) 246-0363 / www.christcentralsc.com

Pastors DAvID LEe &
SunG Hong

Sunday Services:9 AM, 11 AM, and 2 PM
Youth Services:

Sundays at 11 AM, Fridays at 7:30 PM
Sunday School: Sundays at 11 AM

24428 S.Vermont Ave, Harbor City, CA 90710
T.(310) 530-4040
www.cornerstonetv.com

Sunday Services: 11:30 AM PasToRr HENRY LEE

Crossroads Church

1750 N. Edgemont St, Los Angeles, CA 90027
T.(323) 913-4499 / www.crclafgc.com

Brea Campus Service Times: 9:30AM, 11:30AM  PAsTOR STEVE CHol
Irvine Campus Service Time: 10:30 AM

Crossway
Community Church

Brea: 695 Madison Way, Brea, CA 92821
Irvine: 100 Honors, Irvine, CA 92620
T.(714) 529-5551 / crossway-church.com

EM Sunday Service: 12:00 PM PasTor JAMES KwAK

Children's & Youth Services: 10:30 AM
Friday Night Bible Study (Jr. High - Youg Adults): 7:30 PM

First Presbyterian
Church of OC

8500 Bolsa Ave,, Westminster, CA 92683
T.(714) 891-2029 / www.oc1church.com

Sunday Service: 9:30 AM PasToR RONNIE PARK
Children’s and Youth Services:

11:30 AM on Sundays, 8:00 PM on Fridays

Good Stewards Church /45

2701 S Woodgate Dr, West Covina, CA 91792
T.(626) 913-6611 / www. gsch.org

OPINION

CHRISTIANITY DAILY

Letting My Dreams Go

BY BEN CLEMENT

“And he’s YouTube famous!”

These are the words my friends use to
describe me after | introduce myself. If
you search my name on YouTube, you
will find me singing original songs and
covers, playing guitar, and some amus-
ing music videos.

Music has always been a big part of
my life. I sang along with it, danced to it,
and even fell asleep to it.

In high school, I saw someone else
become a star overnight, and it looked
so easy. Geta MacBook, record yourself,
and post it online. If the world thinks
you're good, YOU'RE FAMOUS!

For someone to do this, he or she
would need a tremendous amount of
confidence. I had plenty of that, and
then some. | thought this would be a
piece of cake. I posted my first video,
went to bed, woke up, and guess what? |
wasn't a viral sensation. | felt naive and
very disappointed. The mixture of pride
and confusion drove me nuts.

After my initial disappointment, | con-
tinued to put myself out there. One day
I went to my first Open Mic at a coffee
shop and performed. | stood on stage as
this skinny, Asian, 16-year-old boy who
claimed he could sing, and I killed it!

People really liked me, and the ap-
proval was the feeling | was looking for.
I needed more of that high, so | per-
formed and performed and performed.
Sure enough, 1 was getting recognition,
my YouTube views were going up, and |
was thinking to myself, “I can’t wait for
what God has in store for me!”

Soon after, | went to Biola University
as a Music in Worship major, and when
people asked me about why | chose my
major, | replied, “For the Lord.” But |
said it to cloak the selfish ambition in
my heart. | was addicted to the dream of
being famous.

| started working with a producer,
and it seemed very promising. | had a
website, | was getting more views on
YouTube, and | had my own studio
space to work out of.

But there was a catch. | was juggling
9 classes, performances, producing mu-
sic, creating videos, serving at Biola, and
serving at church. Never had | felt so
overwhelmed in my life.

I was doing poorly in school, | wasn't
getting much sleep, | was making irre-
sponsible decisions, and it was all crash-
ing down on me. The worst part was,
I was so caught up with the dream of
being “famous” that | didn’t care about
anything else. | kept thinking, “It'll all
end once | make it.”

I eventually had a falling out with the
producer, and it seemed at that mo-
ment, my dream had slipped through
my fingers. I felt so lost and confused
because | thought that | was meant to
be a successful musician. I thought | had
deserved this. But now, it was gone.

I remember thinking, “If I don’'t have
this, what do | have? If this is not who
I become, who am 1?” Then | remem-
bered a song we had sung during one of
my Bible classes at Biola called, “Jesus,
All For Jesus.” The lyrics go like this:

“All of my ambitions, hopes, and
plans / | surrender these into Your
hands / For it's only in Your will that |
am free.”

The song reminded me that if | had
lost everything, that | would still have
Jesus. No matter how much | thought
I might've failed, nothing would change
that Christ came to save and redeem
me.

I was chained to an idol of someone
who | was hoping to be: a famous mu-
sician who would win the hearts of mil-
lions and then, point to God after receiv-
ing what my heart desired. To be honest,
| couldn’t say for sure if | would've even

given God any credit.

At the time, my lack of understanding
made me feel that maybe | was being
punished by God, but what | was fail-
ing to see was a God who was pulling
me closer to Him. He was reminding
me that my identity was not meant to be
shackled to something that will one day
be gone with the world, but rather, that
I am a citizen of Heaven because of what
Christ has done.

So, what happened with my YouTube
channel? It’s still there and | occasion-
ally post when I have time. | focus more
of my time at my church, serving as the
associate worship director.

My current goal as a musician is to
help people understand the Gospel and
that our gifts are meant to glorify God,
not ourselves. I've learned these gifts are
given to us to serve others and not a tool
to build our own kingdom.

I think it's so amazing that God, de-
spite our failure and sin, redeems us
through Christ and chooses to use us
even though He can do it Himself, and
do it way better than us. That's how
awesome and gracious our God is.

Some people may say that | let go of
my dreams and that | may be foolish.
Some people may be disappointed be-
cause they believe that | had so much
potential.

I don’t know where God will lead me
next. I don't know what His plans are for
me, but I can confidently say that I trust
in Him. His faithfulness to me is not a
result of my faithfulness to Him and |
will forever be in awe of His love for me.

Ben Clement is the associate worship
director at Living Hope Community
Church.

This article has been republished
with permission from the SOLA Net-
work website. SOLA exists to influence
the emerging generation with the Gos-
pel of Jesus Christ.

Seven Costs to Being an Evangelistic Leader

BY THOM RAINER

The topic of evangelism has grown
strangely quiet in many churches. Pas-
tors are not talking about it. Other
church leaders aren't talking about it.
Members aren’t talking about it.

And if we aren’t talking about evan-
gelism, you can be assured many of us
aren’t doing evangelism.

There are likely many explanations
for the death of evangelism in our
churches. Among them is the stark re-
ality that many of our church leaders,
pastors and others, are not intentionally
evangelistic.

Why is that?

Though it is not an excuse, we must
acknowledge that the pastors and other
church leaders pay a high cost when
they become intentionally evangelistic.
Sometimes it just seems easier to keep
our mouths shut about the gospel. Look
at these costs to being an evangelistic
leader in a local church.

1. It is spiritual warfare. Satan and
his demonic horde do not want people
to know the saving grace of our Lord Je-
sus Christ. Though the manifestations
of demonic opposition are many, you
can be assured the evangelistic leader
will confront such opposition again

and again.

2. You will be viewed as narrow
-minded. John 14:6 does not sit well
with culture. Though Jesus Himself
said He was the only way, truth, and life,
leaders will be rejected and opposed for
such “narrow-minded” thinking.

3. Something else must be sacrificed
when you are an evangelistic leader.
Your time is limited. You have sermons
to prepare. You have hospital visits to
make. You have counseling appoint-
ments. You have way too many meet-
ings. And hardly a day goes by without a
new and unexpected crisis arising. You
must sacrifice something else to take
time to share the gospel with others.

4. Some of your members will com-
plain. You have some church members
who will complain about anything that
does not serve them personally. It may
be headed under the passive-aggressive
guise of “I'm not being fed,” but you can
be assured some of your members will
oppose your leadership in evangelism.

5. New converts will be seen as threats
or inconveniences in your church. True
story. In one of the churches I served as
pastor, a lady tried to get me fired be-
cause the “new people” were “messing up
our church.” New Christians are needy.
Some longer-term members don't like to

give up their comforts for others.

6. Discussing theology is easier than
doing theology. | wish we spent an
equal amount of time sharing the gospel
as we do talking and debating theology.
Yes, we need to take bold stands for the
truth. But we don’t need just to stand
there; we need to do and go.

7. You will have to break out of your
holy huddles. It's more comfortable
hanging out with people who are like us
and who believe like we do. But you will
not have that luxury if you become an
intentional evangelistic leader in your
church. You will discover new relation-
ships with non-Christians, which means
you can't spend all your time with Chris-
tians.

There are costs to being an evangelis-
tic leader in your church.

But the benetits are far greater.

They last through eternity.

This article was originally published
at ThomRainer.com on July 12, 2017.
Thom S. Rainer serves as president and
CEO of Lifeway Christian Resources.
Among his greatest joys are his fam-
ily: his wife Nellie Jo; three sons, Sam,
Art, and Jess; and nine grandchildren.
Dr. Rainer can be found on Twitter @
ThomRainer and at facebook.com/
Thom.S.Rainer.
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Eugene Peterson, Translator of The Message Bible,
Retracts Comments on Same-Sex Marriage

Eugene Peterson, most known for his
authorship of The Message translation
of the Bible, released a statement on July
13 afternoon retracting a comment he
made during an earlier interview that he
would perform a same-sex marriage to-
day if he were asked.

In the interview, published on July 12
by the Religion News Service, Peterson
was asked, “If you were pastoring today
and a gay couple in your church who
were Christians of good faith asked you
to perform their same-sex wedding cere-
mony, is that something you would do?”

Peterson responded with: “Yes.”

Peterson added previous to that ques-
tion that he hadn’t had “a lot of experi-
ence” with people who had same-sex
attractions, and that in the congregation
that he led, he didn't “think [the mem-
bers] ever really made a big deal out of
it.”

“I wouldn’t have said this 20 years ago,
but now I know a lot of people who are
gay and lesbian and they seem to have
as good a spiritual life as | do,” Peterson,
84, told Religion News Service reporter
Jonathan Merritt. “I think that kind of
debate about lesbians and gays might be
over. People who disapprove of it, they'll
probably just go to another church.”

However, in the statement he released
on Thursday, Peterson said: “To clarify,
I affirm a biblical view of marriage: one
man to one woman. I affirm a biblical
view of everything.”

“It's worth noting that in my 29-year
career as a pastor, and in the years since
then, I've never performed a same-sex
wedding,” he continued in his state-
ment.

“I've never been asked and, frankly,
I hope | never am asked. This reporter,
however, asked a hypothetical question:
if 1 were pastoring today and if a gay cou-
ple were Christians of good faith and if
they asked me to perform their wedding
ceremony—if, if, if. Pastors don't have
the luxury of indulging in hypotheticals.
And to be honest, no is not a word I typi-
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Eugene Peterson pictured lecturing at the University Presbyterian Church in Seattle, WA in 2009.

(Photo: Clappstar / Wikimedia Commons / CC)

cally use. It was an awkward question for
me because | don’t do many interviews
at this stage in my life at 84, and | am no
longer able to travel as | once did or ac-
cept speaking requests.”

Peterson’s comments in the interview
had drawn criticism from conservative
circles. LifeWay Christian Resources,
the largest Christian bookstore chain in
the country which is also affiliated with
the Southern Baptist Convention (SBC),
even announced it would consider tak-
ing down all of Peterson’s 135 books that
are currently sold in its stores, including
The Message Bible.

Russell Moore, president of the Ethics
& Religious Liberty Commission of the
SBC, wrote in a blog post previous to the
time that Peterson’s statement was pub-
lished that he was “disappointed,” yet
that he “can’t un-highlight or un-flag”
the Peterson books that he owned and
studied. He added at the end of the post
that Peterson “may well rethink this.”

“l am glad to hear Eugene Peterson
retract his earlier statement, endorse
the historic Christian view of marriage,”
Moore tweeted on July 13.

Progressives were quick to halt their

applause. Matthew Vines, founder and
executive director of The Reformation
Project which affirms same-sex marriag-
es, tweeted on Wednesday that Peter-
son’s comments in the interview marked
“an amazing moment.”

However, on Thursday afternoon he
said: “Tip to anyone who cares about
LGBTQ people: Never, ever say you are
affirming if you aren’t willing to pay the
price. And it's a steep one.”

Meanwhile, Merritt posted an opin-
ion piece on Thursday afternoon after
Peterson’s retraction statement, noting
that “in the week prior to the publica-
tion of his answers, there was no attempt
to clarify or change his answer to these
questions.”

In trying to understand the meaning of
Peterson’s retraction, Merritt wrote: “All
I know is that Eugene Peterson is a man
of deep faith who has lived, in his words,
‘a long obedience in the same direction.’
His life and ministry bear witness to his
love for God, love for people, and his love
for the Bible. Peterson’s views on same-
sex marriage — whether he affirms it or
opposes it — have no bearing on my re-
spect for him or his ministry.”

Oregon Legislature Passes Bill Expanding Access to
Abortion and Reproductive Health Services

BY JESSICA LIM

A bill in Oregon state that requires pri-
vate insurance to cover the cost of abor-
tion procedures was passed by the Or-
egon Senate on July 5.

House Bill 3391, also named the Re-
productive Health Equity Act, now awaits
signature from Governor Kate Brown.

The bill passed in the Oregon House
with a 33-23 vote on July 1 and in the Or-
egon Senate with a 17-13 vote on July 5,
both along party lines.

Representative Julie Fahey said in a
statement that, “affordable access to re-
productive health care shouldn’t depend
on who you are, where you live, or how
much you earn,” adding that, “health care
is a basic human right.”

The bill aims to provide the service of
abortion procedure at no cost to patients.
However, some of the financial costs will
come out of taxpayer money. House Bill
3391 will allocate almost $500,000 dur-

ing the next two-year period, according to
the Oregon Health Authority.

These services will be available both for
those privately insured and those that are
a part of the state’s Medicaid program,
which currently pays for about 3,500
abortions within the state, spending al-
most $2 million a year. Undocumented
residents who are ineligible for Medicaid
can take also part in these services, with
the costs being paid for by the state’s gen-
eral fund.

Oregon’s $10 million health care bill
requires health plans to cover the costs of
various services other than abortion such
as vasectomies, prenatal and postpartum
services, as well as screenings for breast
cancer and sexually transmitted diseases.

The bill states that employers may re-
ceive religious-based exemptions “only if
the insurer notifies in writing all employ-
ees who may be enrolled in the health
benefit plan of the contraceptives or pro-
cedures the employer refuses to cover for

religious reasons.”

Those eligible for these exemptions are
those who employ and serve people who
share the religious views of the employer,
as well as religiously affiliated nonprofit
organizations, as stated in Oregon state
statutes.

Supporters lauded the passage of the
bill, saying HB 3391 will provide access to
more comprehensive reproductive health
services in the state in the midst of efforts
from the Trump administration and Re-
publican members in Congress to restrict
those services under the Affordable Care
Act.

However, opponents cited concerns
that the bill will cause an increase in the
number of abortions in the state.

“Will House Bill 3391 increase or de-
crease the number of abortions in the
state of Oregon? If it will decrease the
number then sign me up. But I'm afraid
we all know that’s not the case,” stated
Representative Werner Reschke.
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