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About 250 gathered at the prayer service on May 4, 2017 at Junimseun Church in observance of the National Day of Prayer.

Korean Church Community
Intercedes for the Nation

BY JUNHYEONG KIM
TRANSLATED BY RACHAEL LEE

The Korean church community
in Southern California gathered at
Junimseun Church on May 4 to
observe the National Day of Prayer
(NDOP). An estimated 47,000
gatherings took place across the
nation in observance of the 66th
National Day of Prayer, under the
theme, “For Your Great Name’s
Sake! Hear Us, Forgive Us, Heal
Us!”

Leaders of the Korean church
community led prayers during the
two-hour prayer service which be-
gan at 7:30 PM.

The service was divided into
three parts, with the first focus-
ing on praying for repentance and
revival in America, and for the
church and culture. The second

portion focused on praying for
America’s leaders: the President,
Vice President, members of the
Cabinet, the Supreme Court jus-
tices, members of Congress, and
military leaders. Leaders of Los
Angeles and California were also
prayed for during the second por-
tion. The third portion of the ser-
vice focused on praying for Korea:
for the presidential elections, the
nation’s security, reunification in
the Korean peninsula, the issue
of the nuclear weapons program
in North Korea, and the Korean
church.

The Council of Korean Churches
in Orange County’s Rev. Ki-Dong
Kim, who led prayers for the U.S.
President, asked that President
Trump would be “filled with the
Holy Spirit and be a leader that
fulfills God’s will.” Rev. Ki-Hyung

Han, the senior pastor of LA Dong
San Church, added, “President
Trump is fulfilling the restoration
of religious freedom in America.
Many of those in the administra-
tion are also Christian.”

“Let us not only pray for the cur-
rent leader of America, but let us
also pray that our children would
also become leaders of this na-
tion,” Han added.

With the overlapping issues of
pressures from the U.S. regarding
nuclear weapons in North Korea,
threats to security within Ko-
rea, and the Korean presidential
elections, the desperation in the
prayers was all the more evident.
Some 250 gathered at this service
and prayed fervently with raised
hands and voices that God would
protect and restore America and
Korea.

Second Korean American

University Faculty

Detained in North Korea

Kim Hak-Song of Pyongyang University of
Science and Technology detained;
details of arrest unclear

Just over two weeks after Ko-
rean American Tony Kim was
detained in North Korea, the Kim
regime has detained yet another
Korean American, named Kim
Hak-Song.

Kim Hak-Song, who was de-
tained on May 6, was also an em-
ployee of Pyongyang University of
Science and Technology (PUST),
where Tony Kim had been teach-
ing for a month before he was de-
tained.

According to a statement from
the university, Kim Hak-Song
was working at PUST’s agricul-
tural farm.

He was arrested for allegedly
carrying out “hostile criminal
acts” against North Korea, ac-
cording to the regime’s Korean
Central News Agency.

No other details have been re-
leased regarding his detainment.

Both PUST and the U.S. State
Department said that they are
aware Kim has been arrested.

“We understand that this de-
tention is related to an investiga-
tion into matters that are not con-
nected in any way with the work
of PUST. Therefore, we cannot
comment on anything,” PUST
said in an email to NBC News.

“Life on campus and the teach-
ing at PUST is continuing as nor-
mal,” said PUST.

“When a U.S. citizen is reported
to be detained in North Korea, we
work with the Swedish Embassy
in Pyongyang, which serves as the
United States’ Protecting Power
in North Korea,” a spokesperson
from the State Department said
to CNN. “Due to privacy consid-
erations, we have no further com-
ment.”

PUST isa private university that
has Christian roots, and is funded
mostly by Christians outside of
the country, reports say. Accord-
ing to NBC News, the former
president of PUST, James Kim,
has been known as an evangelical
Christian and missionary.

Kim Hak-Song was born in Chi-
na, received university education
in the United States, and became
a U.S. citizen in the 2000s.

Along with Kim Hak-Song and
Tony Kim, two other U.S. citizens
are currently detained in North
Korea: Kim Dong-Chul, a busi-
nessman who was sentenced to
10 years of hard labor; and Otto
Warmbier, a University of Virgin-
ia student who was sentenced to
15 years of hard labor.

Korean Canadian pastor Hyeon
Soo Lim has also been detained
in North Korea since January of
2015. Several Korean churches in
North America have held prayer
gatherings on his behalf.

All Nations Church: Taking Steps for the Next Generation

All Nations Church in Lake View
Terrace, CA is undergoing yet an-
other transformation for the next
generation. After Rev. Jinso Yoo,
who had successfully established
a rare ‘co-lead pastor system,’ left
to Korea, Rev. Tae Kim has been
leading the congregation on his
own since October 23. Six months
later, however, as Rev. Michael
Lee was inaugurated into the lead
pastoral role in the English minis-
try (also called All Nations Com-
munity Church) on April 23, the
church has taken on yet another
look.

Previously, the co-lead pastor
system at ANC consisted of two
pastors who did not take on au-
thoritative and submissive roles,
but rather, equal ones. Yoo, who
is a st generation Korean, over-
saw and led the church as a whole,
while Kim, a1.5 generation Korean
American, focused mostly on the
2nd generation Korean American
members.

But during the six years that the
two worked together, Kim also
ministered to the 1st generation
Korean members in the church,
preaching often in the Korean
language services. In actuality, the
two ministered to the members
of the church together, without
much of a barrier between the 1st
and 2nd generations.

Thanks to the former system,
the church was able to avoid any
significant confusion even after
Yoo — who had planted and sig-
nificantly cultivated the church —
had left.

This time, ANC appointed Mi-
chael Lee as the lead pastor of
ANCC. Lee, who is a 2nd genera-
tion Korean American, has already
worked together with Kim for
three years. With Lee’s inaugura-
tion, the church —which was once
led by a 1st generation and 1.5 gen-
eration partnership — is now led
by a partnership between the 1.5
generation and 2nd generation.

The personality of the leadership
structure also changed a bit, from
a co-pastoring personality, to a
team pastoring one. While Kim is
leading the church as a whole, Lee
is heading the English ministry.

“I am the senior pastor, but it's
more accurate to say we're doing a
team ministry where we build up
each other’s strengths and com-
plement each other’s weaknesses,”
said Kim. “All of the authority and
responsibility needed is given to
Pastor Michael in order for him to
carry out the ministry that EM re-
ally needs.”

As for whether the EM would
become completely independent
in the future, Kim said, “We are
moving in that direction, but our
congregation would need more
time to consider that.”

“There were a lot of unknowns,
but I trusted the Lord that he was
doing the right thing,” Kim said re-
garding his transition into a single
senior leadership role.

=0\ 1. MHIIHHt "‘&h

Rev. Michael Lee (left) was inaugurated as the lead pastor for the English ministry of All Nations
Church on April 23, 2017. Rev. Tae Kim (right) serves as the senior pastor of ANC.

“What | would love for our
church, for both of our congrega-
tions, is not the gospel talked and
preached church, but the gospel
applied church, right here in this

place,” said Kim.

“God has been good to our
church,” Kim said. “There’s mo-
mentum, and that’s only by God’s
grace.”

ISAAC Gala Features Young Artists: ‘We Must Rediscover How Arts W|II Be Used’

Five young poets and musicians
graced the Echo Park area of Los
Angeles with personal stories,
graceful tones, and high-hitting
notes on Thursday evening as they
performed at ISAAC's 11th annual
Gala ArtFest.

ISAAC (Innovative Space for
Asian American Christianity) is
known for the intellectual and ex-
periential ways through which it
encourages Christians to explore
the intersection of their faith and
culture, as they have organized
numerous symposia, hosted in-
terns at differing ethnic contexts,
and taken learners to historical
sites, among other efforts.

All the while, music and the arts
have consistently been a part of
ISAAC's events, including at its ga-

Local Churches and Ministries

isingand donations

{213)402-5136

las and symposia.

Dr. Young Lee Hertig, the execu-
tive director of ISAAC, said she has
wanted to platform these artists
because the arts are a significant
part of any movement or explora-
tion of faith and culture.

“Without the folk artists and
songwriters, the Civil Rights
Movement wouldn't have been
the same,” said Lee Hertig. “So
I've just been dreaming of how I
can platform these talented young
artists as much as | can.”

The ArtFest featured perfor-
mances from singer-songwriter
duo Villa, spoken word artists
Kevin Velez and Jacqulyn Whang,
and singer-songwriter Priska.

The pieces ranged in content,
from vulnerable musings on love,

Sunday Celebration Services:9 AM & 11 AM
Wednesday College Fellowship: 7 PM

T.(949) 385-3051 / www.ocbethel.com

18700 Harvard Ave, Building C, Irvine, CA 9261

to lessons learned from teaching,
to confessions of faith, to stories
about living as an ethnic minority
inthe U.S.

This year’s ArtFest also featured
remarks from Dr. Sunny Kang,
head pastor of St. Luke’s Presbyte-
rian Church.

Kang emphasized the need to
incorporate more of the arts in
churches today. Just as the arts in
the Middle Ages -- such as stained
glass windows -- were among the
main ways through which indi-
viduals expressed their faith, the
arts still have significant roles to
play in churches today, Kang said,
if churches would provide that
space.

“Churches are doing old meth-
ods and not adjusting,” Kang said.

PAsToR JusTiN Kim

Sunday School: 11:30 AM

Sunday Services: 9:30 AM & 11:30 AM

College Group Meetings: Fridays at 6 PM

ris Mission Church

5005 Edenhurst Ave, Los Angeles, CA 90039
T.(818) 549-9191 / www.charis.church

ISAAC hosted its 11th Gala ArtFest at the Cathedral Center of St. Paul on May 4, during which five
musicians and poets performed.

“We must rediscover how the arts
will be used.”

Meanwhile, the ArtFest con-
cluded ISAAC's second Ecumeni-

PasTor SunG CHANG

Placentia Site Sunday Services: 10 AM

cal Asian North American Women
(EANAW) Retreat, which took
place from May 2 to 4 at the Ca-
thedral Center of St. Paul.

PasTor HAROLD Kim

Artesia Site Sunday Services:

11:30 AM, 12:45PM

ist Central of
ern California

Artesia: 11841 178th St, Artesia, CA 90701
Placentia: 500 Bradford Ave, Placentia, CA 92870
. T.(562) 246-0363 / www.christcentralsc.com
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Trump’s Executive Order on Religious Liberty:
Religious Leaders ‘Appreciate the Gesture,
But Many Say It’'s Not Enough

President Trump signed an execu-
tive order on Thursday that claimed
to “vigorously enforce Federal law’s
robust protections for religious free-
dom.”

The order, titled the ‘Presidential Ex-
ecutive Order Promoting Free Speech
and Religious Liberty,” requires the
Secretary of the Treasury to “not take
any adverse action” against those who
speak out about “moral or political
issues from a religious perspective.”
It also requires the Secretary of the
Treasury and the Secretary of Labor
to “consider issuing amended regula-
tions, consistent with applicable law,
to address conscience-based objec-
tions” to the Obamacare mandate re-
quiring employers to provide coverage
for birth control.

Though the order aimed to fulfill
Trump’s campaign promise to repeal
the Johnson Amendment of 1954,
which prohibits tax-exempt organiza-
tions from endorsing or actively oppos-
ing political candidates, a recent study
has shown that most Americans —and
Christians — do not believe religious
leaders should endorse or oppose po-
litical candidates from the pulpit.

A LifeWay Research study showed
that almost 80 percent of Americans
disagreed with the idea that “it is ap-
propriate for pastors to publicly en-
dorse political candidates during a
church service.” Only 20 percent of
Protestants, 13 percent of Catholics,
and 25 percent of evangelicals sup-
ported the idea.

Experts have also said that the execu-
tive order does little to actually change
the existing Johnson Amendment.

“President Trump’s executive order
did not ease the current restrictions on
political activity by religious organiza-

er / Public Domain)

tions,” Lawrence Noble, the general
counsel of the Campaign Legal Center,
was quoted as saying by CNN. “The
executive order allows the IRS to re-
strict the activity it currently considers
political, but prohibits the IRS from
expanding the restrictions to cover ac-
tivity not covered before the executive
order.”

Since the signing of the executive
order, many religious leaders have
responded with disappointment that
the bill has offered individuals or or-
ganizations protection from penalties
when they are acting on their religious
conscience.

Still, some have expressed apprecia-
tion for the step taken by the adminis-
tration.

“After years of open hostility toward
religious institutions and conscience
from the previous administration, this
executive order is a welcome change in
direction toward people of faith from
the White House,” Russell Moore,
president of the Southern Baptist Con-
vention’s Ethics & Religious Liberty
Commission, told the Baptist Press.

President Trump addresses a joint session of Congress in February 2017. (Photo: Office of the Speak-

)

Alliance Defending Freedom Presi-
dent Michael Farris said on Thursday
that though he appreciates “the spirit
of today’s gesture,” the executive order
is not enough to provide real protec-
tions. Giving “vague instructions to
federal agencies” allow them “wiggle
room to ignore that gesture, regardless
of the spirit in which it was intended,”
Farris said.

“We strongly encourage the presi-
dent to see his campaign promise
through to completion and to ensure
that all Americans—no matter where
they live or what their occupation is—
enjoy the freedom to peacefully live
and work consistent with their con-
victions without fear of government
punishment,” said Gregory Baylor,
senior counsel of Alliance Defending
Freedom.

Meanwhile, the executive order was
signed on the same day that many
across the nation observed the Nation-
al Day of Prayer, during which prayers
for the nation and its leaders were of-
fered up at an estimated tens of thou-
sands of gatherings.

Jakarta’s Christian Governor Found Guilty of
Blasphemy, Sentenced to Two Years in Jail

Basuki “Ahok” Purnama, the in-
cumbent Christian and ethnic Chi-
nese governor of Indonesia’s capital
Jakarta, was found guilty of commit-
ting blasphemy by an Indonesian
Court on Tuesday, May 9, raising
concerns about religious freedom in
the country.

During the court hearing on Tues-
day, head judge Dwiarso Budi San-
tiarto said Purnama was “found to
have legitimately and convincingly
conducted a criminal act of blasphe-
my,” to which the five-judge panel
voted unanimously.

“As part of a religious society, the
defendant should be careful to not
use words with negative connotations
regarding the symbols of religions, in-
cluding the religion of the defendant
himself,” Santiarto said.

Purnama has been sentenced to
two years in jail, and until his term as
governor officially ends in October,
Deputy Governor Djarot Saiful Hi-
dayat will serve as the acting governor
of Jakarta. Purnama’s jail sentence
began on Tuesday, as he was taken to
aprison in East Jakarta after the court
decision was made.

Purnama’s lawyer expressed that
he plans to appeal the case.

Purnama was first accused of blas-
phemy in November of 2016. In re-

sponse to some who said that the
Quran forbids Muslims from voting
for non-Muslims, Purnama had said
that politicians are deceiving the peo-
ple, acomment which was distributed
and edited via a video that soon went
viral.

Hard-line conservatives said his
comments were offensive and that he
insulted the Quran.

Though Purnama ran for re-elec-
tion, he conceded defeat last month
to Anies Baswedan, the former edu-
cation and culture minister. Analysts
have said that the trial against Pur-
nama had a significant effect on the
election results.

Human rights activists expressed
concern that the ruling is an alarm-
ing sign for religious minorities in the
country.

“It's a sad day, and it’s frightening.
If the governor of Indonesia’s largest
and most complex city, and who is
an ally of the Indonesian president,
can be brought down and humiliated
this way, what will happen to normal
Indonesian citizens?” Andreas Har-
sono, an Indonesian researcher at the
Human Rights Watch, told the New
York Times. Purnama is known to
have close ties with Indonesia’s cur-
rent president, Joko Widodo.

Benedict Rogers, the East Asia team

(Photo: Government of the Province of Jakarta)

leader for Christian Solidarity World-
wide, said that the ruling against Pur-
nama represented “an outrageous
miscarriage of Justice.”

“It also represents a further, and
severe, erosion of Indonesia’s values
of religious pluralism as set out in the
Pancasila, the state ideology,” Rogers
went on.

“Indonesia’s ability to hold itself up
as an example of a moderate, toler-
ant, Muslim-majority democracy is
further threatened and is now very
questionable.”

Boko Haram Releases 82 Chibok School Girls
In Return for Release of Prisoners

More than three years since abduction, about 100 schoolgirls still in captivity

The extremist group Boko Haram
has released 82 school girls who have
been captive for more than three
years, Nigerian officials said on Sat-
urday.

The girls were released after nego-
tiations, according to reports, and the
Nigerian government has released
prisoners in return.

Though most reports say the num-
ber and other details of the prisoners
were not disclosed, The Guardian
has reported that five commanders
were released.

The 82 women who were released
were among more than 270 girls who
were abducted at a school in Chibok,
located in the northeastern part of
Nigeria, in April of 2014. Since the
abduction, some girls have escaped,

and dozens have been released after
negotiations. An estimated 100 are
still captive.

“The President directed the secu-
rity agencies to continue in earnest
until all the Chibok girls have been
released and reunited with their
families,” the Nigerian President
Muhammadu Buhari’s office said.

“lI am very, very excited with this
development,” Yana Galang, whose
daughter was among the 276 who
were kidnapped, told CNN.

“I hope and pray that my daughter
is among these released girls,” Ga-
lang added.

The abduction of these school girls
received much international pub-
lic attention, as it sparked the social
media campaign #BringBackOur-

Girls. However, Boko Haram, which
has pledged allegiance to the Islamic
State, is known to have abducted
thousands others over the last eight
years.

Buhari’s spokesman said Buhari
was thankful to “security agencies,
the military, the Government of
Switzerland, the International Com-
mittee of the Red Cross, and local
and international NGOs” for their
roles in securing the rescue of the 82
girls.

Boko Haram has existed as a mili-
tant group since the late 1990s. The
Nigerian government estimates that
its violent activities have caused tens
of thousands to be killed, and hun-
dreds of thousands to be displaced
from their homes.
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Sunday Services:9 AM, 11 AM, and 2 PM Pastors Davip Lee &

Youth Services:
Sundays at 11 AM, Fridays at 7:30 PM Sung Hone

Sunday School: Sundays at 11 AM

24428 S.Vermont Ave, Harbor City, CA 90710 i
T.(310) 530-4040 i
www.cornerstonetv.com

Sunday Services: 11:30 AM

ossroads Church

1750 N. Edgemont St, Los Angeles, CA 90027
T.(323) 913-4499 / www.crclafgc.com

Brea Campus Service Times: 9:30 AM, 11:30AM  PASTOR STEVE CHOI
Irvine Campus Service Time: 10:30 AM

Brea: 695 Madison Way, Brea, CA 92821
Irvine: 100 Honors, Irvine, CA 92620
T.(714) 529-5551 / crossway-church.com

EM Sunday Service: 12:00 PM PasTor JAMES KwAk
Children's & Youth Services: 10:30 AM

Friday Night Bible Study (Jr. High - Youg Adults): 7:30 PM

8500 Bolsa Ave., Westminster, CA 92683
T.(714) 891-2029 / www.oc1church.com

Sunday Service: 9:30 AM PAsToR RONNIE PARK
Children’s and Youth Services:

11:30 AM on Sundays, 8:00 PM on Fridays

pod Stewards Church 2

2701 S Woodgate Dr, West Covina, CA 91792
T.(626) 913-6611/ www. gsch.org : &

Sunday Services: 1:30 PM

Children's Ministry: 11 AM

Friday Worship: 7:30 PM

Dawn Prayers: 5:30 AM Tu~F; 6:30 AM Sat.

Pastor Won Lee

8132 Garden Grove Bl., Garden Grove, CA 92844
T.(714) 799-5673 / email : 8132gospelchurch@gamil.com

Sunday Services: 9 AM&11 AM PasTor Sam KoH
Bible Studies: Wednesdays at 7 PM

Prayer Meetings: Tuesdays at 11 AM, Saturdays at 9 AM

2241 N. Eastern Ave, Los Angeles, CA90032 {
T.(323) 909-9062 / www.hillsidela.org 1

Sunday Services: 1:45 PM PAsTOR MiTCHELL PEREZ

19100 E. Killian Avenue, Rowland Heights, CA 91748
T. (626) 384-1393 / thehomechurchrowland.com

Sunday Services: 11:45 AM Pastor Daevip Yoon

1101 Glen Ave, Pomona, CA 91768
T.(909) 622-2324 / inlandem.org

Sunday Services: 2 PM PAsTOR SUNGWON ‘SJ’ JAHNG

ymmunity Church

3281 W 6th Street, Los Angeles, CA 90020
T.(213) 986-8496 / www.laopendoor.church

Sunday Services: 9 AM & 11 AM PAsTor STEVE CHANG
College Group Meetings:

Sundays at 12:30 PM, Fridays at 8 PM

1215 W. Lambert Road, Brea, CA 92821
T.(562) 694-2100 / www.livinghopecc.org

Sunday Services:
8:30AM, 9:45 AM & 11:15 AM

1831 South El Camino Real Encinitas, CA 92024 @
T.(760) 753-2535 / www.redeemersd.org \ /

Sunday Services: 1 PM PasTtor DANIEL HAN
Youth Group Services:

Sundays at 11 PM, Thursdays at 7 PM

Broadway Campus Sunday Services: Pastor MicHAEL LEE
9:45 AM, 11:15 AM, 12:45 PM
Jefferson Campus Sunday Services:

9:30AM, 11:30 AM

alebration Church

Broadway: 1721 North Broadway, LA, CA 90031
Jefferson: 150 W. Jefferson Blvd., LA, CA 90007
T.(323) 227-1414 / www. ynccla.org
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CHUN KEE RYU, M.D

— TEACHING APPOINTMENTS

* Clinical Assistant Professor in Psychiatry, UCI Medical School.
* Assistant Professor in Psychiatry in Residence, UCLA School of Medicine.

* Instructor in Psychiatry, Chicago Medical School.

— COMMUNITY SERVICE AND ACTIVITIES

* Provide extensive psychiatric education through lectures and
presentations to Korean community groups, including churches, LIONS,

women'’s groups, alumni groups, and senior citizen groups.

— HOSPITAL PRIVILEGES
* Western Medical Center, Anaheim, California.
* St. Joseph Hospital, Orange, California.
* Western Medical Center, Santa Ana, California.
* Santa Ana Psychiatric Hospital, Santa Ana, California.
* Fountain Valley Hospital, Fountain Valley, California.
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