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More than 360 college students gathered at New Life Community Church in Artesia, CA for the fifth annual SOLA Conference from April 28 to 29.

Collegians Glean from the ‘Solas’ of
the Protestant Reformation

BY RACHAEL LEE

Hundreds of college students
from more than 40 churches in
Southern California gathered in
Artesia from April 28 to 29 for the
fifth annual SOLA Conference.
More than a dozen pastors from
several different churches work
together to organize the confer-
ence for college students each
year.

This year’s SOLA Conference
focused on the theme, “Here We
Stand: Always Reforming,” and
focused on three of the five Latin
‘sola’ slogans that emerged dur-
ing the Protestant Reformation as
crucial elements of the Christian
faith: sola gratia (grace alone),
sola scriptura (scripture alone),
and soli deo gloria (glory to God
alone). This year also marks the
500th anniversary of the Protes-
tant Reformation.

“Itis our prayer to see collegians
united around the essential refor-
mation doctrines which affirm the
authority of scripture alone, salva-
tion by grace alone — through faith
alone —in Christ alone, and to live
for the glory of God alone,” said
the SOLA Conference organizers.

“Not only do we want to see a
generation united around the gos-
pel, we also want to see collegians
continue the spirit of the Refor-
mation, which declares that the
church is always reforming,” they
continued. “As the culture contin-
ues to change, the church must be
faithful to respond in biblical, con-
textual, and relevant ways.”

While the meaning behind the
‘solas’ were emphasized during

the general sessions, the ways in
which they can be applied in mod-
ern daily life was explored during
a panel session and breakout ses-
sions.

Resonate Church pastor Ryan
Kwon, Living Hope Community
Church’s college and teaching pas-
tor Steve Bang Lee, and author
and speaker Joshua Harris were
featured as the main speakers dur-
ing the conference, each exploring
different ‘solas.’

Ryan Kwon spoke during the
first night on the topic of “grace
alone.” Speaking from Isaiah
54:1-10, Kwon noted that people:
1) are spiritually barren, and 2)
pursue after “lovers” other than
Jesus. However, he said, God’s
grace alone allow them to trans-
form from spiritual barrenness to
having spiritual life as born-again
Christians, and God, by his grace,
continually and graciously pur-
sues after them despite their pur-
suit after idols.

God never deserts his people,
and his grace “empowers us to live
avictorious life,” said Kwon.

“God is not ashamed of you,”
Kwon added. “In fact, he sings
over you and he is so proud.”

Steve Bang Lee emphasized
the importance of submitting to
the Bible as the ultimate and final
authority during the morning ses-
sion of the second day, as he spoke
on the topic of “scripture alone.”

“For all of us this morning there
is a question,” said Lee. “Is God’s
Word final in your life? Do you live
in a way where scripture stands
over as supreme, as the chief voice
of your life?”

Even Jesus, who is God and the
Word in flesh, submitted to and
obeyed the scriptures, Lee said.

Yet, in order to live in such a way
that reflects the authority of the
Bible over one’s life, he added, one
must actually open up and read
the Bible.

“If you deleted all of the Chris-
tian content in your brains other
than the Bible itself, what would be
left?” Lee posed to the collegians.

“The reformers were not trying
to change the world — they were
just trying to go back to the Bible.”

During the final night, Joshua
Harris emphasized that “God has
done all the work of our salvation,”
and that that is the reason God
alone deserves the glory.

Many times Christians may fall
into thinking that glorifying God
means having to achieve some-
thing great, he added. Instead,
“share stories of your weakness,”
Harris said. “Show your scars.”

“We cannot save ourselves,” he
went on. Glorifying God “is saying,
‘We do not have what it takes, but
let me tell you about Jesus.”

Meanwhile, the conference also
included smaller sessions which
explored more specifically how
those ‘solas’ could be applied in
today’s context.

Breakout sessions focused on
topics such as understanding
identity in Christ, transgenderism,
and embracing the church, among
others. A panel session explored
questions Christian collegians
may have regarding certain ‘gray
area’ issues such as alcohol, con-
sumption of media, marijuana,
and relationships.

North Korea Freedom Week:
‘Information from the
Outside Is the Shortcut

to Freedom’

As the 14th annual North Ko-
rea Freedom Week took place in
Washington, D.C., a ‘World Con-
gress of North Korean Defectors’
convened at the National Press
Club on April 27, from 9:30 AM
to 12:30 PM, during which speak-
ers agreed that having a consistent
inflow of information into North
Korea is the most effective path
toward freedom in North Korea
and a peaceful reunification in the
Korean peninsula.

The session featured experts in
the field, including Dr. Katy Oh,
Dr. Tara O, and Greg Scarlatoiu;
defectors, including Kwang-II
Huh, Jeong-Hun Choi, Sang-Hak
Park; and ambassador Jung-Hoon
Lee.

In relation to freedom in North
Korea, Jung-Hoon Lee empha-
sized the need to understand that
North Korea is a nation in which
information is strictly blocked,
and to take an approach with that
understanding. Experts must seek
avenues through which informa-
tion could be communicated and
received by the North Korean peo-
ple, such as North Korea's radio
broadcasts.

“We've confirmed multiple
times that through a consistent
inflow of information, the state
of affairs within the country has
undergone much change,” said
Jeong-Hun Choi and Sang-Hak
Park, who are both defectors and
North Korean human rights ac-
tivists. Specifically, disseminating
flyers and using the loudspeak-
ers, to which Kim Jong Un has
been responding sensitively, have
been significant in bringing about
change, they said.

“Up until now, there have been
many people rallying and standing
up for freedom in North Korea,
but this is the time that actual ac-
tion must be carried out for change

in North Korea,” they continued.
“For practical action steps to bring
about change within North Korea,
such as using the North Korean
radio broadcasts, we ask for more
proactive interest, and we also need
the help of the U.S. and South Ko-
rean governments.”

Speakers also pointed out that in
order for a substantive and peace-
ful reunification to occur, the Kim
Jong Undictatorship must change,
and that Kim would “never give up
nuclear weapons.”

Regarding what preparations
should be made for reunification,
and how the North Korean people
could be re-educated, Katy Oh
pointed to focusing on re-educat-
ing members of the military. Some
4 percent of the North Korean
population are in the military, she
said, and the organization of the
military could be used proactively
to explain economics, banks, and
other aspects that they would need
to adjust to in Korean society to
those within the military.

Greg Scarlatiou emphasized
that Kim Jong Un is in actuality a
god-like figure to the North Kore-
an people, and that in order for the
North Korean people to be able to
understand the reality of the North
Korean government up until now,
Kim Jong Un must be referred to
the International Criminal Court.

Tara O, who was in Germany
when East and West Germany
was reunified, said that the in-
teractions between the civilians
allowed for a quicker integration
among the residents of the East
and West. Similarly, O said, in-
teractions between generations
and between those in North and
South Korea must occur proac-
tively and voluntarily.

North Korea Freedom Week be-
gan on April 26, and concluded on
April 30.

North Korea
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o framissdon:

Freedom
Human Rights

As a part of the North Korea Freedom Week, which took place from April 26 to 30 in Washington,
D.C., experts and defectors spoke at a ‘World Congress of North Korean Defectors’ on how freedom
in North Korea, and a peaceful reunification in the Korean peninsula, could be achieved.

Annual Christian Dance Showcase Aims to Platform Talents for the Glory of God

‘Rise Up’ to take place for the fifth time and feature 16 Christian dance groups

BY RACHAEL LEE

For the fifth time, dozens of
Christian dancers in Southern Cal-
ifornia will gather and showcase
their dancing talent at Rise Up, a
Christian dance showcase.

This year’s showcase will take
place on May 27 at the Marsee Au-
ditorium in El Camino College.

The showcase started in 2013
initially as a platform for youth
students at Kumran United
Methodist Church who loved to
dance — a platform which eventu-
ally grew to showcase the talent
of over a dozen Christian dance
groups. This year, the event will
serve as a platform for 16 groups/
individuals, including God’'s Im-
age, Seeds of Worship, Sodium
Project, V3, Sarah Hong, and oth-
ers.

This fifth event is a year of many
firsts for the showcase, according

Local Churches and Ministries

ertisingand donations

3 F(213)402-5136

to Einston Han, the youth pas-
tor at Kumran who has been the
lead organizer of the showcase
each year. For the first time, the
event will be taking place at a lo-
cation other than the church — the
Marsee Auditorium. Organizers
even launched a Kickstarter page
and raised over $3,500 to fund the
auditorium.

Rise Up will also, for the first
time, be highlighting a non-profit
organization at the event. Hu-
mans of Planet Earth (HOPE), a
non-profit which aims to provide
education and share the gospel to
children living in poverty in Peru,
will be featured during the event.

“The heart of Rise Up is not just
for dancers to use their gifts to glo-
rify God, but it's also to challenge
this generation to rise up in all fac-
ets of their lives to glorify God and
make an impact in this world,”
said Han regarding the decision

Sunday Celebration Services:9 AM & 11 AM
Wednesday College Fellowship: 7 PM

T.(949) 385-3051 / www.ocbethel.com

18700 Harvard Ave, Building C, Irvine, CA 9261

to feature representatives from
HOPE for the first time.

Han added that having an annu-
al Christian dance showcase like
Rise Up is significant because of
a comparative lack of opportunity
for Christians who have talents in
the arts to be able to use it to con-
tribute to the church.

Most churches incorporate
dance in children’s ministries and
mission work, Han said, because
“dance can communicate things
we cannot verbally and in a sense
crosses the boundary of culture
and language.”

“However, other than these mo-
ments, | rarely see the church em-
phasizing the art of dance in their
churches,” he continued.

Though Han hopes to see a
growth in dance ministries in lo-
cal churches, he said the ultimate
hope he has behind this event in
particular is that Christians with

PAsToR JusTiN Kim

Sunday School: 11:30 AM

Sunday Services: 9:30 AM & 11:30 AM

College Group Meetings: Fridays at 6 PM

s Mission Church <

5005 Edenhurst Ave, Los Angeles, CA 90039
T.(818) 549-9191 / www.charis.church

Seed of Worship Juniors was among the nine teams that participated in Rise Up in 2015.
(Photo courtesy of Janis Rebecca Ahn)

all types of talents would be en-
couraged to continue using those
talents to glorify God.

“How awesome would it be if
we saw in the next decade the top
music artists, dancers, and oth-
ers being unashamed Christians?
What if Christians were setting the
standard in terms of all of the arts

PasTor SunG CHANG

Placentia Site Sunday Services: 10 AM

in this generation?”

“That is a huge hope that | have
for this event,” Han said, “that it
starts a larger movement in our
generation.”

Tickets can be purchased at the El
Camino College Center for the Arts
website. For more information, visit
facebook.com/riseupshowcase.

PasTor HAROLD Kim

Artesia Site Sunday Services:

11:30 AM, 12:45PM

Artesia: 11841 178th St, Artesia, CA 90701
Placentia: 500 Bradford Ave, Placentia, CA 92870
| . T.(562) 246-0363 / www.christcentralsc.com
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Consecrating Openly Gay Bishop Is a Violation
of Church Law, United Methodist Court Rules

The United Methodist Church’s
highest court ruled on Friday that
consecrating a practicing gay bishop
is a violation of the denomination’s
law.

In the 6-to-3 ruling, the UMC’s Ju-
dicial Council referred to the denomi-
nation’s bylaws, known as the Book
of Discipline, saying that it “requires
all clergy persons make a complete
dedication to the highest ideals of the
Christian life, including but not lim-
ited to, their commitment to abide by
and uphold the Church’s definition of
marriage and stance on homosexual-
ity.”

“An openly homosexual and part-
nered bishop is in violation of these
minimum standards,” the ruling
states.

However, the Judicial Council add-
ed that the bishop’s “constitutional
right to fair and due process must be
protected,” and that her position will
be maintained until the full disciplin-
ary process against her is completed.

Though the petition to the court did
not name a specific bishop, it revolved
mainly around Rev. Karen Oliveto,
who was consecrated as bishop in July
of 2016 by the Western Jurisdiction to
oversee churches in the Mountain Sky
Area of the UMC. This region includes
churches in the states of Colorado,
Montana, Utah, Wyoming, and one
church in Idaho.

The South Central Jurisdiction
brought the petition to the Judicial
Council, asking the Council to decide

e N

(Photo: BDB/Wikipedia/CC)

whether the consecration of an openly
homosexual clergy is in violation of
the Book of Discipline.

The issues surrounding human
sexuality have been divisive in the
denomination over the years. In the
2016 General Conference, the highest
decision-making body in the UMC,
the denomination was set to decide
whether it will make homosexuality
acceptable.

However, it instead opted to form
a commission that would deliberate
on the issue. The General Conference,
which usually meets once every four
years, will have a special meeting in
2019 specifically regarding issues of
sexuality.

Bishop Bruce Ough, the president

o~ F
Delegates of the UMC’s General Conference worship together during the 2008 General Conference.

of the UMC'’s Council of Bishops,
encouraged members of the UMC to
“honor the Judicial Council ruling.”

“Yet,” Ough added, “we acknowl-
edge that the decision does not help
to ease the disagreements, impatience
and anxiety that permeates The Unit-
ed Methodist Church over the mat-
ter of human sexuality, and particu-
larly this case. Our compassion and
prayers of intercession extend to all
those who are hurt, relieved, confused
or fearful.”

“We urge you to join your bishops
in daily prayers for all United Meth-
odists and for the denomination as we
tenderly hold the unity and mission of
the church in our hearts and hands,”
said Ough.

Supreme Court Dismisses Challenge to
California’s ‘Gay Conversion Therapy’ Ban

The Supreme Court rejected a re-
quest by a Christian minister and
therapist to consider a case against a
ban on the so-called gay conversion
therapy in the state of California.

The dismissal that came on Mon-
day is the second one that the high
court has given in three years.

California adopted a law in 2012
prohibiting licensed therapists from
offering sessions that are intended to
change the sexual orientation of cli-
ents under the age of 18. The law was
challenged initially on the basis that it
violated rights to free speech, but that
argument was rejected by a federal
appeals court.

When the law was reviewed by the
Ninth U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals,
the judges ruled 3-0 that it was con-
stitutional.

The court said that minors are free
to seek such therapy once they turn
18, and that the law “regulates con-
duct only within the confines of the
counselor-client relationship.” Clergy
still have freedom of speech and to
practice their religion in church, the
ruling states.

Donald Welch, a Christian minister
and licensed therapist, sought to chal-
lenge the law at the Supreme Court this
time on the basis that it violated rights
to free exercise of religion, which the Su-

(Photo: Matt Wade/Flickr/CC)

preme Court has declined to hear. Other
plaintiffs who joined Welch included a
psychiatrist and a man who had under-
gone gay conversion therapy.

“We are deeply disappointed by
today’s announcement, because it
means young people in Californiaand
elsewhere will not be able to get the
professional help they seek, due to po-
litical correctness,” said Brad Dacus,
president of Pacific Justice Institute,
the legal group which represented the
plaintiffs.

“This debate will continue, though,

Onri\rllonday, the Supreme Court rejected a challenge to the ‘géy conversion therapy; ban in California.

1

as other states consider similar bans
on counselors’ speech, and new court
challenges will be filed against such
bans,” Dacus continued. “Ultimately,
we believe the Ninth Circuit’s reason-
ing will not stand the test of time, and
we are committed to this battle for the
long haul.”

According to the Human Rights
Campaign, similar laws banning gay
conversion therapy exist in the Dis-
trict of Columbia, Illinois, Oregon,
New Jersey, New Mexico, and Ver-
mont.

Russia Included for the First Time in
U.S. List of Countries With
Most Severe Religious Persecution

Russia’s use of laws to restrict religious freedom cited as one of the main reasons

For the first time, Russia has been
included in a list of countries noted
for the most severe persecution
against religious minorities compiled
by a religious freedom commission
inthe U.S.

The annual report published by the
U.S. Commission on International
Religious Freedom (USCIRF) in-
cludes a list of “countries of particu-
lar concern,” a Tier 1 category which
notes countries “whose government
engages in or tolerates particularly
severe religious freedom violations
that are systematic, ongoing, and
egregious.”

This report is given to the State
Department, and the list of coun-
tries mentioned in the report are the
USCIRF’s recommendations to the
State Department to add to its own
list of worst violators of religious
freedom.

Regarding the first-time addition
of Russia into the Tier 1 list, the US-
CIRF stated that the country’s “con-
tinued use of its ‘anti-extremism’ law

as a tool to curtail religious freedoms
is one of the reasons USCIRF has
recommended for the first time that
Russia be designated as a ‘country of
particular concern.”

In 2016, Russia passed what is also
known as the ‘Yarovaya law,” which
was aimed at prohibiting extremism
in the country, but has been used to
prevent religious groups outside of
the Orthodox Church from evange-
lizing.

Thomas Reese, the USCIRF’s
chair, said that the Russian Supreme
Court’s recent ruling banning Jeho-
vah’s Witnesses in the country also
“sadly reconfirms the disregard of
the government for religious free-
dom in present-day Russia.”

“Individual and community expres-
sions of faith, and even private reli-
gious beliefs, are not safe from state-
sponsored repression and coercion in
Russia today,” Reese was quoted as
saying by the Baptist Press.

The report recommended 15 other
countries in the CPC list, including

Burma, Central African Republic,
China, Eritrea, Iran, Nigeria, North
Korea, Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, Su-
dan, Syria, Tajikstan, Turkmenistan,
Uzbekistan, and Vietnam.

The report also had two other
major changes, including having a
first-ever list of “entities of particu-
lar concern” — non-state actors that
exercise “significant political power
and territorial control; is outside the
control of a sovereign government;
and often employs violence in pur-
suit of its objectives.”

The Islamic State of Iraq and Syria
(ISIS), the Taliban in Afghanistan,
and Al-Shabaab in Somalia were
three entities that the USCIRF noted
as EPCs.

Another noted change was that
Egypt and Iraq, two countries which
had previously been Tier 1, were not-
ed as Tier 2 countries in this year’s
report. The USCIRF said that “im-
provements on religious freedom
conditions” in the two countries had
accounted for such a decision.
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1750 N. Edgemont St, Los Angeles, CA 90027
T.(323) 913-4499 / www.crclafgc.com 1

Brea Campus Service Times: 9:30 AM, 11:30AM  PASTOR STEVE CHOI
Irvine Campus Service Time: 10:30 AM

Brea: 695 Madison Way, Brea, CA 92821
Irvine: 100 Honors, Irvine, CA 92620
T.(714) 529-5551 / crossway-church.com

EM Sunday Service: 12:00 PM PasTor JAMES KwAk
Children's & Youth Services: 10:30 AM

Friday Night Bible Study (Jr. High - Youg Adults): 7:30 PM

8500 Bolsa Ave., Westminster, CA 92683
T.(714) 891-2029 / www.oc1church.com

Sunday Service: 9:30 AM PAsToR RONNIE PARK
Children’s and Youth Services:

11:30 AM on Sundays, 8:00 PM on Fridays

od Stewards Church ¥

4
2701 S Woodgate Dr, West Covina, CA 91792
T. (626) 913-6611 / www. gsch.org ‘\‘
>,

Sunday Services: 1:30 PM

Children's Ministry: 11 AM

Friday Worship: 7:30 PM

Dawn Prayers: 5:30 AM Tu~F; 6:30 AM Sat.

Pastor Won Lee

8132 Garden Grove Bl., Garden Grove, CA 92844
T.(714) 799-5673 / email : 8132gospelchurch@gamil.com

Sunday Services: 9 AM&11 AM PAsToR SAm KoH
Bible Studies: Wednesdays at 7 PM

Prayer Meetings: Tuesdays at 11 AM, Saturdays at 9 AM

2241 N. Eastern Ave, Los Angeles, CA 90032 :
T.(323) 909-9062 / www.hillsidela.org 1

Sunday Services: 1:45 PM PAsTOR MiTCHELL PEREZ

Home Church

19100 E. Killian Avenue, Rowland Heights, CA 91748
T.(626) 384-1393 / thehomechurchrowland.com

Sunday Services: 11:45 AM Pastor Daevip Yoon

1101 Glen Ave, Pomona, CA 91768
T.(909) 622-2324 / inlandem.org

Sunday Services: 2 PM PAsTOR SUNGWON ‘SJ’ JAHNG

3281 W 6th Street, Los Angeles, CA 90020
T.(213) 986-8496 / www.laopendoor.church

Sunday Services: 9 AM & 11 AM PAsTor STEVE CHANG
College Group Meetings:

Sundays at 12:30 PM, Fridays at 8 PM

1215 W. Lambert Road, Brea, CA 92821
T.(562) 694-2100 / www.livinghopecc.org

Sunday Services:
8:30AM, 9:45 AM & 11:15 AM

1831 South El Camino Real Encinitas, CA 92024 ~r
T.(760) 753-2535 / www.redeemersd.org \ )

Sunday Services: 1 PM PasTtor DANIEL HAN
Youth Group Services:

Sundays at 11 PM, Thursdays at 7 PM

Broadway Campus Sunday Services: PAsTOR MicHAEL LEe
9:45 AM, 11:15 AM, 12:45 PM
Jefferson Campus Sunday Services:

9:30AM, 11:30 AM

Broadway: 1721 North Broadway, LA, CA 90031
Jefferson: 150 W. Jefferson Blvd., LA, CA 90007
T.(323) 227-1414 / www. ynccla.org
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CHUN KEE RYU, M.D

— TEACHING APPOINTMENTS

* Clinical Assistant Professor in Psychiatry, UCI Medical School.
* Assistant Professor in Psychiatry in Residence, UCLA School of Medicine.

* Instructor in Psychiatry, Chicago Medical School.

— COMMUNITY SERVICE AND ACTIVITIES

* Provide extensive psychiatric education through lectures and
presentations to Korean community groups, including churches, LIONS,

women'’s groups, alumni groups, and senior citizen groups.

— HOSPITAL PRIVILEGES
* Western Medical Center, Anaheim, California.
* St. Joseph Hospital, Orange, California.
* Western Medical Center, Santa Ana, California.
* Santa Ana Psychiatric Hospital, Santa Ana, California.
* Fountain Valley Hospital, Fountain Valley, California.
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