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Korean American United Methodists Deliberate
Issue of Homosexuality at Annual National Gathering

BY RACHAEL LEE

As the United Methodist Church
(UMC) is considering whether it
will change its stance on homosex-
uality, Korean American pastors
and churches discussed how they
have been dealing with that very
issue during the annual Korean
Association of United Methodists
(KAUM) Annual Convocation,
which is taking place from April
2410 27 in Los Angeles.

Currently, the UMC does not for-
mally accept homosexuality. Under
the denomination’s bylaws, known
as the Book of Discipline, ordina-
tion of those in same-sex relation-
ships is forbidden, and clergy are
prohibited from conducting same-
sex marriages.

The denomination was set to
discuss and decide whether it will
change its stance in 2016 at its last
General Conference, a gathering of
almost 1,000 delegates that usually
convenes every four years and is
the highest decision-making body
in the UMC. Instead, the confer-
ence opted to postpone the decision
and formed a 32-member commis-
sion called the Commission on a
Way Forward, solely dedicated to
exploring the UMC's Book of Dis-
cipline, deliberating what options
would be best for the UMC, and
giving recommendations to the
UMC'’s Council of Bishops.

A special General Conference
will convene in February of 2019,
at which time delegates will only
discuss the issue of homosexual-
ity, and act on a report given by the
UMC'’s Council of Bishops.

The KAUM Annual Convoca-
tion, themed ‘Building a Com-
munity in the Promised Land,
featured a session on Tuesday
morning with a four-member pan-
el discussing the various stances
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Korean American clergy in the United Methodist Church gathered from all over the nation for the Korean Association of United Methodists Annual

Convocation, which is taking place in Los Angeles from April 24 to 27.

that the UMC could decide to take,
and the ways that the panelistsand
their churches have been discuss-
ing, or not discussing, the issue of
homosexuality.

“This has become an issue that,
even if we wanted to avoid it, we
can no longer avoid,” said Paul
Hak-Soon Chang, the executive
director of the United Method-
ist Council on Korean Ministries,
who was the first panelist to speak.
“Eventually, the denomination
must make a decision.”

Many of the panelists, all of
whom are pastors, said some
members of their congregations
have approached them first, ask-
ing what their positions are on ho-
mosexuality.

Samuel Hong, the senior pas-
tor of Korean United Methodist
Church of Santa Clara Valley, said
he openly shared the current situ-
ation in the denomination during
Sunday announcements.

Hong said he is taking a careful
approach, and told his congrega-
tion that “even if we make our

decision after the UMC makes its
decision, it won't be too late.”

The issue compelled some
members of Chicago Life United
Methodist Church, led by Mi-Sook
Park, to take a strong stance first,
eventually leading Park to host an
open forum on the topic.

“l openly asked them, ‘Who
thinks homosexuality is a sin?
Who doesn’'t think so? And we
had a time of open discussion,”
Park said. But in her congregation,
most, if not all, of the members be-
lieve that practicing homosexual-
ity isa sin, she said.

Kwang Tae Kim, the president
of KAUM, said the panel discus-
sion focused on homosexuality
this year because of its potential
impact on Korean churches.

“The issue of homosexuality may
affect Korean churches the most,”
Kim said, “and we must consider
what strategy we will take moving
forward.”

Meanwhile, the Commission on
a Way Forward includes one Ko-
rean American member, Myun-

~

grae Kim Lee, who was present at
the KAUM convocation. Lee said
the commission has been working
hard to seek the best outcome.

“Such a diverse crowd of people
have come together, but it has
been so hard to reach a consen-
sus,” Lee said.

Lee added that, as an Asian liv-
ing in the U.S., she has been aim-
ing to voice the concerns of mi-
nority ethnic groups living within
America, and urging the commis-
sion to “consider the importance
of the ethnic churches in the U.S.”
As an international denomination,
the UMC has annual conferences
abroad, including in the Philip-
pines, Europe, and Africa.

The convocation is taking place
at the Hilton Los Angeles Airport
and at Los Angeles United Meth-
odist Church, and features wor-
ship sessions, plenary sessions,
and small group sessions on topics
such as pastoring in cross-cultural
contexts, women in ministry, and
ministering to youth and young
adults.

Vision Care Services to Offer Free Eye Screenings and Surgeries
for Los Angeles Residents

Vision Care Service, an inter-
national relief organization, and
Hwarang Leo Club, will be host-
ing its eighth Free Eye Camp on
April 29 at the Los Angeles Korean
Consulate General, from 9 AM to
1PM.

The event offers free services to
all Koreans, regardless of their sta-
tus. Vision Care Service will also
provide free cataract surgeries for
those with low income who have
been found to have cataracts from
screening results.

Those who wish to receive the
free eye screenings do not need to
make appointments. The first 100
to arrive will be served on a first
come, first serve basis. For the free
surgery services, individuals could

submit a request following the eye
screening via mail, including their
church information and recom-
mendations.

“Ophthalmology is generally
not included in basic health care,
so there are many people who are
unable to go to the hospital even
when they are experiencing dis-
comfort or pain in their eyes,” said
Chang Y. Lee, the chariman of Vi-
sion Care Service West.

“This event was prepared for
those who have been unable to
receive simple eye screenings
because of a lack of insurance,”
Lee added. “We plan to provide
surgeries free of charge for those
whose screenings show that they
have cataracts.”
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Sarah Park, the president of
the youth volunteer organization
Hwarang Leo Club, urged many to
come and participate in the event,
saying that helpful seminars on
health will also be offered.

Two ophthalmologists will be
participating in the event, and
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Volunteers help patients at a previous Vision Care Service Free Eye Camp event in Los Angeles.
(Photo: Vision Care Service)

volunteer nurses and youth will
be serving patients at the event as
well.

Vision Care West has been pro-
viding free eye screenings in Ko-
reatown, Los Angeles, since 2012,
and has provided free cataract sur-
geries for 70 individuals.

Korean
American
Arrested In
North Korea

Tony Kim, who taught at
PUST for one month,
was arrested when
trying to leave the country

A Korean American professor
has been arrested and detained
in North Korea, the Swedish Em-
bassy in the reclusive country con-
firmed on Sunday.

“We have been informed and
can confirm that there has been
a detention of a U.S. citizen Sat-
urday morning local,” Martina
Aberg, the deputy head of mission
for the Swedish Embassy in North
Korea, told CNN.

The Swedish government takes
care of matters related to the U.S.
in North Korea, as the latter two
countries do not have diplomatic
relations.

“He was prevented from getting
on the flight out of Pyongyang. We
don’t comment further than this.”

Tony Kim, a 58-year-old profes-
sor who had been in Pyongyang
for a month teaching accounting
at Pyongyang University of Sci-
ence and Technology (PUST), was
stopped at the airport as he was
trying to leave the country, accord-
ing to Park Chan-Mo, chancellor
of PUST.

Kim is also a former professor of
Yanbian University of Science and
Technology (YUST), located in Ji-
lin, China.

The reasons for his detainment
are unclear.

Park additionally told Reuters
news agency that “some officials
at PUST told [Park] his arrest was
not related to his work at PUST.”

“He had been involved with
some other activities outside PUST
such as helping an orphanage,” he
said.

The school, known to have
Christian roots, also issued a state-
ment saying that “life on campus
and the teaching at PUST is con-
tinuing as normal.”

With Park’s detainment, the
total number of U.S. citizens de-
tained in North Korea is now three.
A university student named Otto
Warmbier who was sentenced to
15 years of hard labor, and a Ko-
rean-born U.S. citizen named Kim
Dong Chul who was sentenced
to 10 years of hard labor, are the
other two citizens who are still in
custody in North Korea.

Dr. Thom Rainer: Five Ways Pastors Can Reverse Negative Sentiments in Church

“There is so much negativity in
our church. What can we do?”

Some form of that question has
come my way many times. The
negativity may be in the form
of murmuring. Sometimes it is
more overt criticism and person-
al attacks. Yet in other cases, it is
a more ill-defined atmosphere of
defeat and despair.

What can a pastor or church
leader do to help move the con-
gregation more positively? After
hearing from pastors and church
leaders, I can offer five suggested
paths that have proved fruitful in
other churches.

1. Call for a time of prayer.
“Our congregation was inwardly
focused. We seemed to be con-
stantly sniping at one another.
| asked twenty people in the
church to join me for thirty days

Local Churches and Ministries

ertisingand donations

3 F(213)402-5136

of prayer, including fasting every
seventh day. It was amazing to
see attitudes shift so positively so
quickly.”

2. Lead a major ministry
or service effort in the com-
munity. “We ‘adopted’ fifty first
responders in our community.
One family would seek to care for
a first responder by praying for
him or her, asking how we could
help, or even babysitting their
children. We saw our congrega-
tion move from an inward focus
to an outward focus.”

3. Ask for forgiveness. “We
were in the doldrums. It was evi-
dent when we had a vote to call a
staff member and he was barely
affirmed. When I announced the
vote to the congregation the next
Sunday, | took responsibility for
not leading well, and asked the

Sunday Celebration Services:9 AM & 11 AM
Wednesday College Fellowship: 7 PM

T.(949) 385-3051 / www.ocbethel.com

18700 Harvard Ave, Building C, Irvine, CA 9261

church to forgive me. | really be-
lieve that moment was a turning
point in our congregation.”

4. Get a fresh perspective.
“l called it ‘the congregational
blahs.” There was no major crisis
in the church, just a sense that
we were barely treading water.
Another pastor told me about an
affordable coaching ministry. It
not only gave me a fresh perspec-
tive, it give me a fresh start in the
church. The members followed
my leadership with a reinvigo-
rated attitude.”

5. Make a commitment to
stay. “Every time our church hit
a bump, or when we would go
through some times of struggles,
1 would think about leaving. No, |
didn’t announce it to the church,
but my attitude was not one of
commitment. In my prayer time

PAsToR JusTiN Kim

Sunday School: 11:30 AM

Sunday Services: 9:30 AM & 11:30 AM

College Group Meetings: Fridays at 6 PM

s Mission Church <

5005 Edenhurst Ave, Los Angeles, CA 90039
T.(818) 549-9191 / www.charis.church

one morning, | asked God to give
me a long-term perspective in the
church. It was an amazing turn-
around for me. From that point,
I didn't let the crisis or the prob-
lem of the moment tempt me to
think of greener pastures. | had a
renewed attitude and the congre-
gation followed.”

Those are five stories of leaders
who led their churches out of the
doldrums to a renewed and rein-
vigorated spirit. Often the leaders
saw the need to make adjust-
ments with their own attitudes
and leadership.

I know there are other stories
in churches out there. | would
love to hear yours.

This article was originally
published at ThomRainer.com
on April 17, 2017. Thom S. Rain-
er serves as president and CEO

PasTor SunG CHANG

Placentia Site Sunday Services: 10 AM

Photo courtesy of Dr. Thom Rainer.

of LifeWay Christian Resources.
Among his greatest joys are his
family: his wife Nellie Jo; three
sons, Sam, Art, and Jess; and
nine grandchildren. Dr. Rain-
er can be found on Twitter @
ThomRainer and at facebook.
com/Thom.S.Rainer.

PasTor HAROLD Kim

Artesia Site Sunday Services:

11:30 AM, 12:45PM

Artesia: 11841 178th St, Artesia, CA 90701
Placentia: 500 Bradford Ave, Placentia, CA 92870
T.(562) 246-0363 / www.christcentralsc.com
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Americans Have Positive Thoughts About the Bible,
But Don’t Read It Much, Study Shows

While most Americans generally
think positively of the Bible, not many
have actually read much of it, accord-
ing to a new survey released on Tues-
day.

According to the survey, conducted
by LifeWay Research, 20 percent of
Americans have read the entire Bible
at least once. Twelve percent said they
read almost all of it, and 15 percent
said they read at least half of it.

But a greater proportion have read
bits and pieces of the Bible, the study
showed. Thirty percent said they have
read several passages or stories, and
13 percent said they’ve only read a few
sentences.

Ten percent said they haven't read
itatall.

Among those who have read the
Bible at least a little bit, the greatest
proportion said they have approached
personal Bible reading by looking
things up when they have a need (30
percent). A little more than a quarter
(27 percent) said they have read the
Bible to look up verses or sections
suggested by others.

Meanwhile, a little less than a quar-
ter (22 percent) said they read the
Bible every day, systematically.

When asked what terms describe
the Bible, most associated the holy
book with positive terms. More than
half of Americans believe the Bible isa
“good source of morals” (52 percent).

Though most Americans expressed positive thoughts on the Bible, not many said they read much of
it, according to a LifeWay Research study. (Photo: Freely Photos)

Many said that it is “helpful today”
(37 percent), “true” (36 percent), and
“life-changing” (35 percent).

There are various reasons that
Americans don't read the Bible more,
the study also found. The largest pro-
portion — more than a quarter — said
they don’t read it because they don't
prioritize it (27 percent). The next
most common reason was that they
don’t have time (15 percent).

How are the pastors encouraging
people to read the Bible more? Most
do so by reminding people in their
sermons (86 percent) and gifting Bi-
bles to those who need one (86 per-
cent).

Many also offer a printed Bible-
reading plan (64 percent), an ap-
proach most likely to be taken by
pastors of churches with 250 or more
congregants (80 percent).

Meanwhile, younger adults read
less of the Bible than the elders, ac-
cording to the survey results. Those
between 18 to 24 years of age were the
most likely to say they haven't read
the Bible at all (25 percent), and the
least likely to say they read almost all
of it (2 percent).

Males are also more likely than fe-
males to say that they do not read the
Bible on their own (39 percent, as op-
posed to 31 percent).

bonacci Blue/Flickr/CC)

About 1,000 gathered at a march in Minneapolis on February 27, 2017 to urge the city to expand sanctuary city protections for immigrants. (Photo: Fi-

Trump Executive Order on Sanctuary Cities
Temporarily Blocked by Federal Judge

President Trump’s executive or-
der to prohibit ‘sanctuary cities’ was
blocked by a federal judge on Tuesday,
temporarily nullifying Trump’s threat
to cut off federal funding to such juris-
dictions.

Trump had issued an executive or-
der on January 25 allowing the attor-
ney general to withhold federal grants
from sanctuary cities.

Sanctuary cities, as they are called,
limit local police officers from cooperat-
ing with federal immigration officials.

The cities of Santa Clara and San
Francisco filed suit against the Trump
administration, calling the executive
order unconstitutional. San Francis-
co’s lawyers argued that enforcement
of the executive order could result in a
loss of some $2 billion per year for the
city.

In his ruling on Tuesday, U.S. Dis-
trict Judge William Orrick 111 placed
an injunction against the executive
order.

“The Constitution vests the spending
power in Congress, not the President,”

said Judge Orrick, adding that the
executive order “cannot constitution-
ally place new conditions on federal
funds.”

“Federal funding that bears no
meaningful relationship to immigra-
tion enforcement cannot be threatened
merely because a jurisdiction chooses
an immigration enforcement strategy
of which the President disapproves,”
he stated.

The Trump administration ex-
pressed it would appeal the decision,
with Trump himself tweeting early on
Wednesday morning, “See you in the
Supreme Court!”

“This case is yet one more example
of egregious overreach by a single,
unelected district judge,” the White
House also said in a statement.

Meanwhile, Dennis Herrera, the city
attorney for San Francisco, called the
executive order an overreach by the
Trump administration.

“This is why we have courts — to halt
the overreach of a president and an
attorney general who either don’t un-

derstand the Constitution or chose to
ignore it,” Herrera said.

Santa Clara’s Supervisor Cindy
Chavez called the decision a “win for
the neediest people in our nation.”

Judge Orrick’s decision does not
completely prohibit the federal gov-
ernment from denying funds to cities.
Other than Trump’s executive order,
a law already exists prohibiting lo-
cal governments from preventing law
enforcement officers from providing
status information of individuals to the
federal government.

Orrick wrote that the temporary rul-
ing “does not impact the Government’s
ability to use lawful means to enforce
existing conditions of federal grants,”
and that it further does not “restrict the
Secretary from developing regulations
or preparing guidance on designating
a jurisdiction as a ‘sanctuary jurisdic-
tion.”

The Justice Department said in a
statement that it would comply with
all existing laws in regards to sanctu-
ary cities.

Jakarta’s First Christian Governor
Concedes Re-Election Loss

Basuki ‘Ahok’ Purnama: ‘Everything is in God’s hands ... Everything has a purpose’

The first Christian governor of the
Indonesian capital Jakarta conceded
his loss to re-election after a majority
of the votes were counted on April 19,
which showed he was at least 10 per-
centage points behind his rival.

In the count of some 80 percent of
the votes, incumbent Jakarta Gover-
nor Basuki ‘Ahok’ Purnama came in
at 42 percent, trailing behind his rival
Anies Baswedan at 58 percent.

Purnama, who is a double minor-
ity as a Christian and an ethnic Chi-
nese, said after the early vote count
was completed that he will continue
to invest his efforts on improving in-
frastructure and development in Ja-
karta.

“We have another six months,” Pur-
nama was quoted as saying by USA
Today. “We will work fast and well to

accomplish our homework and our
promises. Congratulations to Anies.”

Baswedan emphasized the need for
unity in his statement, saying, “We
celebrate diversity ... We are all ready
to work together again.”

Purnama is currently embroiled in
a lawsuit, which experts say likely af-
fected the election outcome. He was
accused of blaspheming and insulting
the Quran in a video that went viral.
Purnama has repeatedly denied the
allegations, and said the video was
edited.

While a conviction of blasphemy
comes with a maximum sentence
of five years in prison, on Thursday,
prosecutors recommended two years’
probation instead. The official ruling
against him comes in May, as do the
official election results.

According to a CBN report, Purna-
ma has remained positive throughout
the process, and has expressed hopes
to return to Indonesian politics.

“Ahok is very positive,” reported
Lucille Talusan of CBN. “He says that
everything is in God’s hands and that
everything has a purpose.”

“Even if he is under trial for what is
happening in his life, he believes that
one day God is going to bring him
back to his calling,” Talusan added.
“The first thing in his heart is to serve
his people in Indonesia.”

Indonesia is the largest Muslim
nation in the world, with a popula-
tion of some 260 million Muslims
making up almost 90 percent of the
country.

Baswedan will assume office in Oc-
tober.

THURSDAY, April 27, 2017 Vol. 98

19

Sunday Services:9 AM, 11 AM, and 2 PM Pastors Davip Lee &
SunG Hone

Youth Services:
Sundays at 11 AM, Fridays at 7:30 PM
Sunday School: Sundays at 11 AM

24428 S.Vermont Ave, Harbor City, CA 90710 LA
T.(310) 530-4040
www.cornerstonetv.com

Sunday Services: 11:30 AM

ossroads Church

1750 N. Edgemont St, Los Angeles, CA 90027 .
T.(323) 913-4499 / www.crclafgc.com R

Brea Campus Service Times: 9:30 AM, 11:30AM  PASTOR STEVE CHOI
Irvine Campus Service Time: 10:30 AM

Brea: 695 Madison Way, Brea, CA 92821
Irvine: 100 Honors, Irvine, CA 92620
T.(714) 529-5551 / crossway-church.com

EM Sunday Service: 12:00 PM PasTor JAMES KwAk
Children's & Youth Services: 10:30 AM

Friday Night Bible Study (Jr. High - Youg Adults): 7:30 PM

8500 Bolsa Ave., Westminster, CA 92683
T.(714) 891-2029 / www.oc1church.com

Sunday Service: 9:30 AM PAsToR RONNIE PARK
Children’s and Youth Services:

11:30 AM on Sundays, 8:00 PM on Fridays

pod Stewards Church 2

2701 S Woodgate Dr, West Covina, CA 91792
T.(626) 913-6611/ www. gsch.org 2 &

Sunday Services: 1:30 PM

Children's Ministry: 11 AM

Friday Worship: 7:30 PM

Dawn Prayers: 5:30 AM Tu~F; 6:30 AM Sat.

Pastor Won Lee

8132 Garden Grove Bl., Garden Grove, CA 92844
T.(714) 799-5673 / email : 8132gospelchurch@gamil.com

Sunday Services: 9 AM&11 AM PasTor Sam KoH
Bible Studies: Wednesdays at 7 PM

Prayer Meetings: Tuesdays at 11 AM, Saturdays at 9 AM

2241 N. Eastern Ave, Los Angeles, CA 90032
T.(323) 909-9062 / www.hillsidela.org

Sunday Services: 1:45 PM

19100 E. Killian Avenue, Rowland Heights, CA 91748
T. (626) 384-1393 / thehomechurchrowland.com

Sunday Services: 11:45 AM Pastor Daevip Yoon

1101 Glen Ave, Pomona, CA 91768
T.(909) 622-2324 / inlandem.org

Sunday Services: 2 PM PAsTOR SUNGWON ‘SJ’ JAHNG

OpenDoor
ommunity Church

3281 W 6th Street, Los Angeles, CA 90020
T.(213) 986-8496 / www.laopendoor.church

Sunday Services: 9 AM & 11 AM PAsTor STEVE CHANG
College Group Meetings:

Sundays at 12:30 PM, Fridays at 8 PM

1215 W. Lambert Road, Brea, CA 92821
T.(562) 694-2100 / www.livinghopecc.org

Sunday Services:
8:30AM, 9:45 AM & 11:15 AM

1831 South El Camino Real Encinitas, CA 92024 @
T.(760) 753-2535 / www.redeemersd.org \ /

Sunday Services: 1 PM PasTtor DANIEL HAN
Youth Group Services:

Sundays at 11 PM, Thursdays at 7 PM

2525 James M. Wood Blvd, Los Angeles, CA 90006 _
T.(213) 487-3920 / www.ladongsan.com 200

Broadway Campus Sunday Services: Pastor MicHAEL LEE
9:45 AM, 11:15 AM, 12:45 PM
Jefferson Campus Sunday Services:

9:30AM, 11:30 AM

Broadway: 1721 North Broadway, LA, CA 90031
Jefferson: 150 W. Jefferson Blvd., LA, CA 90007
T.(323) 227-1414 / www. ynccla.org
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CHUN KEE RYU, M.D

— TEACHING APPOINTMENTS

* Clinical Assistant Professor in Psychiatry, UCI Medical School.
* Assistant Professor in Psychiatry in Residence, UCLA School of Medicine.

* Instructor in Psychiatry, Chicago Medical School.

— COMMUNITY SERVICE AND ACTIVITIES

* Provide extensive psychiatric education through lectures and
presentations to Korean community groups, including churches, LIONS,

women'’s groups, alumni groups, and senior citizen groups.

— HOSPITAL PRIVILEGES
* Western Medical Center, Anaheim, California.
* St. Joseph Hospital, Orange, California.
* Western Medical Center, Santa Ana, California.
* Santa Ana Psychiatric Hospital, Santa Ana, California.
* Fountain Valley Hospital, Fountain Valley, California.
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