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Joint worship services took place in numerous regions throughout Southern California on Easter Sunday morning. Pictured are the services that took place in Pomona (Ieft) and Walnut (rlght)

‘Jesus Is Alive’: Korean Churches Unite in Worship and Prayer for Easter

Joint worship services took place in about 10 locations throughout Southern California

Numerous Korean churches in
various regions of Southern Cali-
fornia gathered to worship and
pray together during the early
hours of Easter Sunday.

About 10 joint early morning
worship services took place on
Sunday, including in Los Ange-
les, Buena Park, Torrance, Wal-
nut, Pomona, Granada Hills,
Camarillo, Phelan, Lancaster,
and San Diego, among other re-

gions.

Most, if not all, of these joint
services included a message on
Easter, special singing or wor-
ship dance performances, and a
time of prayer for the respective
communities, for the nation, for
the Korean peninsula, and for
the next generation.

This year in particular, many
of the services included a time of
prayer for the upcoming presi-

dential elections in South Korea,
and for a stablization in the na-
tion’s political sphere.
“Christians should pursue
change in their lives as they hold
on to the hope of the resurrec-
tion — from a life that was cen-
tered on self, to one that is cen-
tered on God,” Rev. Seung Hee
Ko, the senior pastor of Beauti-
ful Church in Rowland Heights,
said during his sermon at the

Organlzers of the upcoming gatherlng of Korean churches to observe the National Day of Prayer hosted a press conference explaining the details

of the event.

Korean Church Community to
Observe National Day of Prayer

BY JUNHYEONG KIM
TRANSLATED BY RACHAEL LEE

The Korean church commu-
nity in Southern California will
once again participate in the
observance of the National Day
of Prayer (NDOP). The day is a
national observance that occurs
the first Thursday of May each
year, during which Christians in
the U.S. pray for America and its
leaders.

This year will be the 66th time
the nation will be observing the
day, and gatherings will be held
under the theme, “For Your Great
Name’s Sake! Hear Us, Forgive
Us, Heal Us!,” based on the theme
verse in Daniel 9:19, which reads
in part: “O Lord, listen! O Lord,
forgive! O Lord, hear and act! For
Your sake, O my God...”

An estimated 47,000 gather-
ings will take place throughout the
nation to observe the NDOP this

year. The Korean church commu-
nity will be gathering in the South
Bay region at Junimseun Church
on May 4 at 7:30 PM. The event
will be hosted by Jesus Awaken-
ing Movement for America/All
Nations (JAMA) and the South
Bay Korean Pastors’ Association.
Organizations ministering to
youth and young adults such as
SOON Movement and HYM are
also expected to participate.
Among the topics that will be
prayed for in the Korean church
community gathering include re-
pentance and revival in America;
families and schools; the church
and culture; social justice; and-
for America’s president and vice
president, and other leaders in
the nation including the mili-
tary’s leaders, Supreme Court
justices and judges across the
nation, members of Congress,
leaders in the education field,
police officers, firefighters, and

politicians.

The NDOP is meant to be ob-
served as a day of prayer for the
U.S., but the Korean church gath-
ering will also include a time of
prayer for the Korean peninsula
and the upcoming presidential
elections in South Korea.

Leaders in the first generation
Korean community, as well as
second generation Korean Amer-
ican community, will be leading
prayers at the gathering, as well
as leaders of organizations that
focus on ministering to youth and
young adults. Korean American
elected officials and educators
will also lead prayers.

JAMA expressed hopes that
Korean American Christians not
only in Southern California but
also all over the nation would
participate in observing the day of
prayer, and distributed resources
about the day of prayer to some
100 churches across the U.S.

joint worship service which took
place at Walnut.

At the Los Angeles joint ser-
vice in particular, a council of
churches released a statement
in which the churches urged
Christians to refrain from indi-
vidualism, selfishness, material-
ism, inconsistency, polarization,
legalism, and unethical deci-
sions, among others, and called
for repentance.

Those gathered at the Los
Angeles service also prayed in
particular for the immigrant
community, and reconciliation
among different ethnic groups.

Korean churches throughout
Southern California have ob-
served a tradition in gathering
for joint worship services each
year on the dawn of Easter, many
of which are organized by church
councils or associations.

Oregon Church Celebrates

Easter with Members of the

Greater Community

Korean Bethel Presbyterian
Church, located in Aloha, Oregon,
launched a special ministry on
April 15, the day before Easter.

The congregation celebrated
Easter not only within the church
walls, but also invited members
of the community to rejoice in the
resurrection of Jesus together.
A diverse group of community
members gathered at the church
parking lot for the celebration.

It was the first time the church
attempted such an event, but or-
ganizers found that the food they
prepared for 250 people fell short.

The event featured various
activities and programs, includ-
ing taekwondo demonstrations,
traditional Korean dances and
instrument performances, wor-
ship dances, an egg hunt, and face

painting, among others.

Among those who came to the
event included the elderly, those
with disabilities, and military ser-
vicemen, as well as people from
various ethnic backgrounds, such
as Latino, Filipino, and Iranian
individuals. Many of those who
attended were able to hear the
gospel.

“Even though we'’re all Ameri-
cans living in this place, we
weren't able to have an event like
this before because there was no
pivotal leader,” said one attendee,
thanking the church for hosting
the event.

“It was a rewarding experience
being able to do something that
the church should definitely do for
the greater community,” said one
of the church members.

Korean Bethel Presbyterian Church located in Aloha, Oregon, hosted a community gathermg on
the day before Easter with food and activities.

Why Do Churchgoers Stick Around? It’s the Sermon Content, Says Poll

The major factor that keeps
most churchgoers in church is not
how welcome they feel, nor how
awesome the worship band is, ac-
cording to a new Gallup poll re-
leased on Friday. It's the content
of the sermons.

The poll, conducted on Ameri-
cans who attend a religious ser-
vice at a church, synagogue, or
mosque at least monthly, found
that the top two factors that par-

Local Churches and Ministries

singanddonations ~ ; :

213)402-5136

ticipants said were “major” in
why they attend their houses
of worship were both about the
sermons — whether they teach
about scripture, and whether the
sermons allow the listener to con-
nect their faith to their lives.
More than three-quarters (76
percent) of survey participants
said “sermons or talks that teach
you more about scripture” were
a major factor, while 75 percent

Sunday Celebration Services:9 AM & 11 AM
Wednesday College Fellowship: 7 PM

T.(949) 385-3051 / www.ocbethel.com

18700 Harvard Ave, Building C, Irvine, CA 92618

said the same about “sermons or
lectures that help you connect re-
ligion to your own life.” A larger
majority of Protestants in partic-
ular said sermons were major fac-
tors, as 83 percent said that ser-
mons that teach scripture were a
major factor, and 80 percent said
the same for sermons that help to
connect their faith to their lives.
The two choices on sermons
topped the list, beating out other

PAsToR JusTiN Kim

Sunday School: 11:30 AM

Sunday Services: 9:30 AM & 11:30 AM

College Group Meetings: Fridays at 6 PM

aris Mission Church

5005 Edenhurst Ave, Los Angeles, CA 90039
T.(818) 549-9191 / www.charis.church

factors such as “spiritual pro-
grams geared toward children
and teenagers” (68 percent),
“community outreach and vol-
unteer opportunities” (61 per-
cent), “social activities that allow
you to get to know people in your
community” (49 percent), and “a
good choir, praise band, cantors,
or other spiritual music” (38 per-
cent).

More than half (54 percent)

PasTor SunG CHANG

Placentia Site Sunday Services: 10 AM

said that “dynamic religious lead-
erswhoare interestingand inspir-
ing” was a major factor, ranking it
fifth among the seven factors.

“While social benefits are
clearly important to majorities
of those who worship regularly,
what most motivates them to
attend is learning more about
the tenets of their faith, as well
as connecting that faith to their
lives,” Gallup noted.

PasTor HAROLD Kim

Artesia Site Sunday Services:

Artesia: 11841 178th St, Artesia, CA 90701
Placentia: 500 Bradford Ave, Placentia, CA 92870
T.(562) 246-0363 / www.christcentralsc.com

11:30 AM, 12:45PM
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Supreme Court Hears Arguments on
Church-State Separation Case

High court weighs whether church preschool should be eligible to receive state grants
to resurface its playground with safer material

The U.S. Supreme Court heard oral
arguments on Wednesday regarding
whether a Lutheran church in Mis-
souri should be allowed to partici-
pate in a state-funded program that
uses recycled synthetic rubber to re-
surface playgrounds.

Trinity Lutheran Church, located
in Columbia, MO, operates a pre-
school, and applied to the state’s
grant program to replace its play-
ground’s gravel with the softer and
safer synthetic rubber.

However, though the church
ranked fifth out of 44 applicants, it
said, it was denied the grant due to
a Missouri law that prohibits state
money from being used “in aid of any
church, sect, or denomination of re-
ligion.”

“We aren’t asking for special treat-
ment,” Annette Kiehne, director of
Trinity’s child learning center, said.
“We are just asking to not be treated
worse than everyone else. Whether
you are a Jewish, Muslim, or Chris-
tian kid, or not religious at all, when
you fall down on a playground, it
hurts just as much at a religious pre-
school as it does at a non-religious
one.”

Many of the Supreme Court jus-
tices’ questions and remarks impli-
cated a favor leaning towards the
church, including those from the
liberal-leaning justices.

“Essentially this is a program open
to everyone,” Justice Elena Kagan
told James Layton, a lawyer repre-
senting Missouri. “Youre depriving
one set of actors from being able to
compete in the same way everybody
else can compete, because of their re-
ligious identification.”

Justice Samuel Alito said that bar-
ring the church from such programs
could also prevent it from receiving
funding to protect the child care cen-
ter from violence or terrorist attacks.

Justice Stephen Breyer seemed to
agree.

“If it [Missouri] does not permit a
law that pays money out of the trea-

The U.S. Supreme Court heard oral arguments on April 19 on whether a church’s child care center

should be eligible for a state grant program to resurface its playground. (Photo: Marie/Flickr/CC)

sury for the health of the children in
the church, school, or even going to
church, how does it permit Missouri
to deny money to the same place
for helping children not fall in the
playground, cut their knees, get teta-
nus, break a leg, etc?” Breyer asked.
“What’s the difference?”

Two liberal justices — Justices
Ruth Ginsburg and Sonia Sotomayor
— seemed most staunchly on the side
of the state.

Ginsburg pointed to a 1947 case
heard by the Supreme Court in
which, she said, “This court said in
no uncertain terms that what the
framer didn’t want was tax money
imposed to pay for building or main-
taining churches or church property.
And doesn’t that fit this case?”

David Cortman of Alliance Defend-
ing Freedom, representing Trinity,
responded, “I think there’s a differ-
ence between funding of religious ac-
tivities and funding secular activities
of a religious organization,” saying
that in the same case, the court also

said religious individuals and organi-
zations should have access to general
government benefits.

But Justice Sotomayor noted that
there were many cases in which
states refused to fund churches, and
that ruling against the church in this
case wouldn’t impede it from practic-
ing its religion.

“I'm not sure it’s a ‘free exercise’
question,” Justice Sonia Sotomayor
said. “No one is asking the church
to change its beliefs. The state is just
saying it doesn’t want to be involved
in giving money to the church.”

Meanwhile, Missouri Governor
Eric Greitens actually reversed the
law last week, and said that the state
was wrong to deny such funding to
religious organizations.

However, both parties involved in
the case urged the Supreme Court to
still rule, saying that Greitens’ rever-
sal could easily be again reversed by
a future governor.

The Supreme Court is expected to
rule on the case by June.

Three Years Since Kidnapping,
Parents of Missing Chibok Girls Continue to Pray

April 14 marked the third year since
276 school girls were kidnapped by
Boko Haram. Since then, many girls
have escaped or been rescued, yet
195 still remain missing.

The girls were kidnapped when the
extremist group attacked the Gov-
ernment Girls Secondary School,
located in Chibok, on April 14, 2014.
Since then, 57 escaped, several were
found by locals or army soldiers, and
21 were released by Boko Haram fol-
lowing negotiations with the Nige-
rian government.

A series of events, including lec-
tures and rallies, took place last week
in remembrance of the missing girls.

Some 100 parents of the missing

girls gathered at the school — for the
first time since the kidnapping inci-
dent — for a multi-faith prayer event,
praying for the girls’ return, accord-
ing to a CNN report.

“Only a few parents got their
daughters back,” Yana Galang, a
mother whose three daughters are
still missing, told CNN. “Over 100,
including myself and my husband,
are still groaning for ... those who
were not found.”

Though the government has pub-
lished statements on numerous occa-
sions saying that it is continuing ne-
gotiations to secure the girls’ release,
parents have expressed to media a
waning trust in the authorities.

“It seems that we cannot count
on the government,” Yakubu Nkeki
Maina, a parent of an 18-year-old
who remains missing, told the World
Watch Monitor. “We look up to God,
Who is able to come to our rescue.”

Since the girls were kidnapped, a
group called ‘Bring Back Our Girls’
— which has been organizing the
events last week — has been actively
campaigning for their release, bring-
ing the issue to the attention of the
international public. The group has
been using the hashtag, #BringBack-
OurGirls, on social media, and pub-
lic figures such as Michelle Obama
have used the slogan to bring about
a greater awareness.

ISIS Attacks Christian Monastery in Egypt

At least one killed in gunfire attack at security checkpoint near St. Catherine’s Monastery

At least one police officer was killed
and four more were injured in a gun-
fire attack that occurred on Tuesday
at a security checkpoint located near
St. Catherine’s Monastery in southern
Sinai.

The Islamic State (ISIS) claimed
responsibility for the attack through
Amaq, a news agency that is known
to be asssociated with the extremist
group.

St. Catherine’s Monastery, which
was established in the 6th century, is
one of the most significant Christian
landmarks in the region. It is a UNES-
CO world heritage site, and is known
to have contained ancient Bible texts
and manuscripts. Thousands of tour-
ists visit the site each year to not only
see the landmark itself, but also to
hike up further to visit a site which
contains a tree that is traditionally
said to be related to the burning bush
that Moses had witnessed.

The attack comes just over a week
after two Coptic churches were
bombed on Palm Sunday, killing 47,
the deadliest incident experienced by
the Christian community in Egypt in
decades. Since the Palm Sunday at-
tack, Egypt’s President Abdel-Fattah
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St. Catherine’s Monastery, located in southern Sinai. A police officer was killed in a gunfire attack ata

security checkpoint near the monastery on April 18, 2017. (Photo: ‘ccarlstead’/Wikimedia/CC)

el-Sissi declared a three-month-long
state of emergency in the nation.

It also comes a little more than one
week before a visit from the Pope,
who was set to attend an international
peace conference.

The Islamic State has been increas-
ingly targeting Christians in the coun-
try over recent months, and reports

say that the extremist group’s attacks
in general have become more and
more sophisticated.

About 10 percent of Egypt’s popula-
tion identify as Christian.

According to a Reuters report,
Egyptian security forces found and
killed a gunman suspected of carrying
out the attack on Wednesday.
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Sunday Services:9 AM, 11 AM, and 2 PM Pastors Davip Lee &
SunG Hone

Youth Services:
Sundays at 11 AM, Fridays at 7:30 PM
Sunday School: Sundays at 11 AM

24428 S.Vermont Ave, Harbor City, CA 90710
T.(310) 530-4040
www.cornerstonetv.com

Sunday Services: 11:30 AM

1750 N. Edgemont St, Los Angeles, CA 90027 .
T.(323) 913-4499 / www.crclafgc.com 1

Brea Campus Service Times: 9:30 AM, 11:30AM  PAsToR STevE CHol
Irvine Campus Service Time: 10:30 AM

Brea: 695 Madison Way, Brea, CA 92821
Irvine: 100 Honors, Irvine, CA 92620
T.(714) 529-5551 / crossway-church.com

EM Sunday Service: 12:00 PM PasToR JAMES KwAk
Children's & Youth Services: 10:30 AM

Friday Night Bible Study (Jr. High - Youg Adults): 7:30 PM

8500 Bolsa Ave., Westminster, CA 92683
T.(714) 891-2029 / www.oc1church.com

Sunday Service: 9:30 AM PAsToR RoNNIE PARK
Children’s and Youth Services:

11:30 AM on Sundays, 8:00 PM on Fridays

ood Stewards Church

2701 S Woodgate Dr, West Covina, CA 91792
T.(626) 913-6611/ www. gsch.org 2 ‘t&

Sunday Services: 1:30 PM

Children's Ministry: 11 AM

Friday Worship: 7:30 PM

Dawn Prayers: 5:30 AM Tu~F; 6:30 AM Sat.

Pastor Won Lee

8132 Garden Grove BI., Garden Grove, CA 92844
T.(714) 799-5673 / email : 8132gospelchurch@gamil.com

Sunday Services: 9 AM&11 AM Pastor Sam KoH
Bible Studies: Wednesdays at 7 PM

Prayer Meetings: Tuesdays at 11 AM, Saturdays at 9 AM

2241 N. Eastern Ave, Los Angeles, CA 90032
T.(323) 909-9062 / www.hillsidela.org

Sunday Services: 1:45 PM

19100 E. Killian Avenue, Rowland Heights, CA 91748
T. (626) 384-1393 / thehomechurchrowland.com

Sunday Services: 11:45 AM Pastor DAEvID YoON

1101 Glen Ave, Pomona, CA 91768
T.(909) 622-2324 / inlandem.org

Sunday Services: 2 PM PasToR SunGwoN ‘SJ)’ JAHNG

3281 W 6th Street, Los Angeles, CA 90020
T.(213) 986-8496 / www.laopendoor.church

PasTtor STEVE CHANG

Sunday Services:9 AM & 11 AM
College Group Meetings:
Sundays at 12:30 PM, Fridays at 8 PM

1215 W. Lambert Road, Brea, CA 92821
T.(562) 694-2100 / www.livinghopecc.org

Sunday Services:
8:30 AM, 9:45 AM & 11:15 AM

. ;
1831 South El Camino Real Encinitas, CA 92024 -
T.(760) 753-2535 / www.redeemersd.org \ " /

Sunday Services: 1 PM PAsToR DANIEL HAN
Youth Group Services:

Sundays at 11 PM, Thursdays at 7 PM

Broadway Campus Sunday Services: Pastor MicHAEL LEE
9:45 AM, 11:15 AM, 12:45 PM
Jefferson Campus Sunday Services:

9:30AM, 11:30 AM

Broadway: 1721 North Broadway, LA, CA 90031
Jefferson: 150 W. Jefferson Blvd., LA, CA 90007
T.(323) 227-1414 / www. ynccla.org
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