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BY RACHAEL LEE

“No matter how short or how
long, we want to be a family for
you.”

This slogan captures Pastor
Yoon Lee’s desire for every per-
son who visits and attends Yoido
Full Gospel Church’s English
ministry (YEM), located in Seoul,
South Korea.

YEM has been Lee’s church
family since he moved to Seoul
in 2012. But when he first took
up the position to lead the YEM
congregation, he found that
building that community was
vastly different from what he
had experienced in America.
Born in Portland, raised in Chi-
cago, and attended seminary in
Southern California, Lee had at-
tended and served in Korean im-
migrant churches for most of his
life, where most of the members
were Korean American and were
settled down in their respective
cities.

Lee found upon coming to
Seoul that the congregation at
YEM was the complete opposite.
Members came from all over the
world, and many stayed only for
short-term stints of a few months
to a few years. Those who would
stay for several years were few
and far between.

“Those were the two things that
caught me off guard — the demo-
graphic, and the transience,” Lee
recalled.

“But the first church [ever] was

Interview with Pastor Yoon Lee:
Embracing the Diversity, and Transience, of an International Congregation

like YEM,” he added. “People
from all different nations, gath-
ering in one place for a short
period time, and then God sent
them out. Once God revealed
that to me ... I started embracing
that.”

YEM consists of some 250
members, many of whom have
little in common, from the native
Koreans, the Korean expatriates
from various parts of the world,
and the non-Korean members
from countries such as Malay-
sia, the Philippines, Columbia,
Ghana, and Guatemala, to name
a few.

“What God is doing is
beautiful, and I'm getting a
small taste of it here.”

Lee says this lack of common
ground allows the members to
skip the small talk and “get to the
important stuff really fast.”

“You can’t do small talk any-
more,” he said. “You just get
down to what is going on in your
life, and that’s refreshing.”

“We have people from the
States, from Columbia, from the
Philippines, from Ghana. And we
just think, ‘Okay, what’s some-
thing that we have in common?’
Welove the Lord. Okay, let’s start
there,” said Lee. “It becomes very

beautiful when you just get down
to the most important thing.”

Meanwhile, embracing the
transient nature of the interna-
tional community meant break-
ing some unspoken “rules” that
pastors followed back in Ameri-
ca, Lee said.

For instance, while many pas-
tors in the States would imple-
ment months-long member-
ship classes in hopes to ensure a
healthy base of committed mem-
bers in the church, such a long-
term commitment was often dif-
ficult or meaningless for those
who may have come across YEM
during the second month of their
six-month-long study abroad
program, for instance.

Lee felt that keeping such a
commitment simply for the sake
of doing so came at the cost of
being able to provide a com-
munity that members could be-
long to as soon as possible in the
midst of the transient, fast-paced
culture. Instead, YEM focuses
on getting people plugged into
cell groups as early as their first
week at church, and focusing on
the training and communication
between cell group leaders to dis-
cern whether certain individuals
may need additional help in un-
derstanding the gospel, or if they
might cause others to go astray.

While keeping in mind that the
members may soon leave Seoul
to return to their home countries,
or take on another work stint at
another nation, Lee said he con-

SOLA Conference Organizers Hope to
‘Champion’ the Doctrines of the Reformation
During Fifth Annual Event

This year’s conference to be held under the theme, ‘Here We Stand: Always Reforming’

BY RACHAEL LEE

For the fifth time, the annual
SOLA Conference for collegians
will be taking place this spring,
from April 28 to 29 at New Life
Community Church in Artesia,
CA.

The conference, which has
drawn hundreds of college stu-
dents each year, is unique in that
itishosted and organized through
a partnership between several lo-
cal churches in Southern Califor-
nia. This year, the conference is
organized by pastors and leaders
from nine churches, including
All Nations Community Church,
Bethel English Church, Christ
Central of Southern California,
Crossway Community Church,
Good News Chapel, Good Stew-
ards Church, Gospel Life Mission
Church, New Life Vision Church,
and Living Hope Community
Church.

This year’s conference will be
held under the theme, “Here We
Stand: Always Reforming,” in
commemoration of the 500th an-
niversary of the Protestant Refor-
mation.

“Our identity as a network and
movement is shaped around the
5 SOLAs of the Reformation, and
we didn’t want to miss this op-
portunity to explicitly champion
these amazing doctrines,” said
Michael Lee, the executive pas-
tor of All Nations Community
Church. “We don't believe there
is a better message to offer col-
legians than the call to live under
the authority of scripture alone,
to rely on Christ, grace, and faith
alone, and to live for the glory of
God alone.”

Different aspects of the ‘sola’
themes — grace alone, scripture
alone, and glory to God alone —
will be explored during the main

Local Churches and Ministries
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{213)402-5136

sessions, which will feature speak-
ers such as Joshua Harris, author
and preacher; Ryan Kwon, the
lead pastor of Resonate Church;
and Steve Bang Lee, the college
and teaching pastor at Living
Hope Community Church.

While some seminars will touch
upon the Reformation theme as
well — such as one titled, “How
the Protestant Reformation
changed the world” — many will
be on more specific topics such as
struggling with shame as Asian
American women; gender iden-
tity and the Christian response;
choosing to be committed to a lo-
cal church; and what evangelism
and missional living may look
like in a “post- Christian” society;
among others.

Organizers expressed hopes
that the conference would com-
fort, inspire, and challenge col-
lege students as they reflect on
the doctrines of the Protestant
Reformation, what the Protestant
Reformation meant at that time,
and what it means for current day
Christians.

“Personally, I would love our
students know that though they
may feel part of a marginalized
faith as our world continues to
change, they’re not alone. They're
standing on the shoulders of gi-
ants who have walked before
them,” said Steve Bang Lee. “I
pray that gives them a sense of
strength and peace to know that
they’re not part of some isolated
religious movement, but they’re
part of an unstoppable Kingdom
that Jesus is moving forward.”

“I also would love for the stu-
dents to walk away with a sense
of inspired responsibility that in
the blink of an eye, they will be
the spiritual leaders of their gen-
eration, and that the things they
sow in to in the here and now, will

Sunday Celebration Services:9 AM & 11 AM
Wednesday College Fellowship: 7 PM

T.(949) 385-3051 / www.ocbethel.com

18700 Harvard Ave, Building C, Irvine, CA 9261

have a ripple effect in the then
and there,” Lee added.

The SOLA Conference has
grown in a number of ways over
the years. For one, the number of
churches involved in the organiz-
ing process has grown, from four
churches in 2015, seven in 2016,
and nine this year.

The conference has also grown
to become an entity beyond the
conference itself: the SOLA Net-
work.

Led by a team of pastors from
the nine local churches which or-
ganize the conference, the SOLA
Network offers resources online
through blog articles and videos
through which Christian leaders
offer their insights. The SOLA
Network will also be hosting an-
other conference in June spe-
cifically for young adults, called
SOLA Nexus, for the first time
this year.

And in its fifth year, the SOLA
Conference has become a known,
regular gathering that many col-
lege students now look forward
to each year to reexamine and
rejuvenate their faith, according
to Stanley Ng, the executive and
college pastor at Bethel English
Church.

“The SOLA Conference has
been bringing multiple groups of
collegians from multiple parts of
Southern California to worship at
one place, all in One Name,” said
Ng. “It can be easy for students
to find themselves back into the
general routine: the repeating
aim for a decent grade, the part-
time work hustle, the balance of
fun and friends — all that eventu-
ally overwhelms us.”

“SOLA is the annual pitstop
for collegians to engage with the
gospel with other collegians,” he
continued. “It’s an opportunity to
connect, pray, and fellowship.”

PAsToR JusTiN Kim
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Yoon Lee (left) and Samuel Han (right) serve at Yoido Full Gospel Church’s English ministry. Lee
began serving as the lead pastor of YEM in 2012. Han serves as a staff pastor in YEM.

siders each of the members as
potential future partners.

“These are not just members
while they’re here, but these are
partners in the gospel,” Lee said.

Lee is hopeful to see more and
more members of the interna-
tional community rising up to
take on leadership positions
within the church. No matter how
short or how long, and regardless

of their ethnic background, Lee
says, he has been investing in the
members in his church family in
hopes to cultivate leaders abroad
and in Seoul.

“Honestly, it’s been a big bless-
ing,” Lee said. “I really had to
come out to Korea to experience
the world in a sense. What God
is doing is beautiful, and I'm get-
ting a small taste of it here.”

About 300 members of various local churches gathered at One Family Chapel on April 9 to pray
for the people of North Korea.

Hundreds in the South Bay Region
Gather to Pray for North Korea

BY JUNHYEONG KIM
TRANSLATED BY RACHAEL LEE

A prayer gathering on behalf of
the North Korean people and re-
unification in the Korean penin-
sula took place in the South Bay
region of Southern California.
Some 300 members of various
churches attended the gathering
on April 9 at One Family Chapel.
The event featured messages by
several pastors, testimonies of
refugees, video screenings, and
worship, but the event focused
primarily on prayer.

Peter 1. Sohn, the president of
Until the Day Mission (UTD),
preached a message on 2 Kings
6:15-18, and called on Christians
to “weep and pray for the broth-
ers and sisters in North Korea
who are struggling in the worst
human rights conditions, that
God would intervene in their
lives.”

A North Korean refugee
known by her last name, Choi,
shared a testimony during the
event. Choi, who currently lives

PasTor SunG CHANG

Placentia Site Sunday Services: 10 AM

in Southern California, crossed
the Tumen River with plans to
temporarily stay in China to earn
and send money to her family,
but it was there that she met a
Korean missionary whose min-
istry headquarters are located in
Seattle. She entered the U.S. as a
refugee with this missionary 10
years ago, and has been living in
America since.

At the event, Choi also read a
letter she wrote to her daughter
10 years ago, sharing the pain of
separated refugee families.

Those who attended prayed
that the dictatorship and human
rights violations in North Korea
would end; that members of the
underground church and those
who are imprisoned in political
prisoner camps would be freed;
and that a peaceful reunification
without war would occur.

Attendees also prayed that the
Korean church would awake and
be a driving force in the reunifi-
cation process, as they repented
for the lack of action and indif-
ference from the Korean church.

PasTor HAROLD Kim

Artesia Site Sunday Services:

11:30 AM, 12:45PM

Artesia: 11841 178th St, Artesia, CA 90701
Placentia: 500 Bradford Ave, Placentia, CA 92870
T.(562) 246-0363 / www.christcentralsc.com




CHRISTIANITY DAILY

NATION & WORLD

‘Sex Discrimination’ Can Include Discrimination on the

Basis of Sexual Orientation, Federal Court Rules

BY RACHAEL LEE

A federal appeals court decided
on April 4 that a workplace non-
discrimination clause in a civil rights
law offers protections to LGBT em-
ployees, ruling in favor of a woman
who claimed that a community col-
lege was discriminatory in denying
her employment.

The ruling came in the U.S. Court
of Appeals for the Seventh Circuit
with an 8-3 vote among the judges,
and stated that sex discrimination
can also include discrimination on
the basis of sexual orientation in Ti-
tle VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964,
which prohibits discrimination on
the basis of “race, color, religion, sex,
or national origin.”

“We conclude today that discrimi-
nation on the basis of sexual orienta-
tion is a form of sex discrimination,”
Chief Judge Diane P. Wood wrote in
the majority opinion.

Kimberly Hively filed the lawsuit
against lvy Tech Community College.
She had applied to several full-time
jobs at the school and had also been
working there part-time. However,
she did not get offers for any of the

full-time positions, and the school
did not renew her part-time contract
in 2014.

According to Lambda Legal, a legal
group which has been representing
Hively in court, her employment was
denied after “she had been seen kiss-
ing her then-girlfriend in the parking
lot of the school.”

The community college denied the
claims, but said it will not pursue the
case to the Supreme Court.

“The college denies that it discrim-
inated against the plaintiff on the
basis of her sex or sexual orientation
and will defend the plaintiff’s claims
on the merits in the trial court,” Jeff
Fanter, the senior vice president for
communication and marketing at
the community college, was quoted
as saying by The New York Times.

In the majority opinion, Wood
stated the incident can be seen as sex
discrimination because “[a]ny dis-
comfort, disapproval, or job decision
based on the fact that the complain-
ant — woman or man — dresses dif-
ferently, speaks differently, or dates
or marries a same-sex partner, is a
reaction purely and simply based on
sex.”

Judge Diane Sykes, writing for the
dissenting judges, said that the com-
parison the majority judges made is
insufficient to make that case.

“The court’s reasoning essentially
distills to this: If we compare Hively,
a homosexual woman, to hypotheti-
cal Professor A, a heterosexual man,
we can see that lvy Tech is actually
disadvantaging Hively because she
is a woman,” Sykes wrote in the dis-
sent.

“As a test for isolating an actual
case of sex discrimination, that way
of framing the comparative question
doesn’t do the trick,” she continued.
“Simply put, the comparison can’t
do its job of ruling in sex discrimina-
tion as the actual reason for the em-
ployer’s decision (by ruling out other
possible motivations) if we're not
scrupulous about holding everything
constant except the plaintiff’s sex.
That includes sexual orientation.”

Meanwhile, though the college said
it would not appeal to the Supreme
Court, some legal experts believe the
high court may address the issue, as
similar cases have been ruled on in
different ways in other federal courts
across the country.

Neil Gorsuch Sworn in as Supreme Court Justice

Gorsuch’s confirmation brings a conservative, Protestant addition to the high court

Judge Neil Gorsuch was sworn in
as the 113th Supreme Court Justice
on Monday, filling a seat that has
been vacant since the passing of the
late Justice Antonin Scalia in Febru-
ary of 2016.

“I am humbled by the trust placed
in me today,” Gorsuch, 49, said at a
swearing in ceremony at the White
House Rose Garden. “l will never
forget that to whom much is given,
much will be expected. And | prom-
ise you that I will do all my powers
permit to be a faithful servant of the
Constitution and laws of this great
nation.”

“Justice Gorsuch, you are now en-
trusted with the sacred duty of de-
fending our Constitution,” said Pres-
ident Donald Trump. “Our country is
counting on you to be wise, impartial
and fair, to serve under our laws not
over them, and to safeguard the right
of the people to govern their own af-
fairs.”

Gorsuch, a member of an Episco-
pal church, will be the only Protes-
tant Supreme Court Justice, as five
are Catholic and three are Jewish.

He is also known to be a conserva-
tive judge who has ruled in favor of
religious freedom during his career
on the Federal Court of Appeals in
Denver.

His confirmation was a conclusion
to a long process marked by political
battle. Democrats had attempted a
filibuster against his confirmation
by ensuring he receives less than
the formerly required 60 votes to be
confirmed. However, Republicans
blocked the move by using the “nu-
clear option” to change the rules in
Senate and allow a simple majority
of the votes to receive the confirma-
tion.

Gorsuch was confirmed by the Sen-
ate with a 54 to 45 vote on Friday.

“As a deep believer in the rule of
law, Judge Gorsuch will serve the
American people with distinction as
he continues to faithfully and vig-
orously defend our Constitution,”
Trump said on the day Gorsuch was
confirmed.

Among the cases that Gorsuch
will hear during his first week on the
bench will be one involving a Luther-

Neil Gorsuch was sworn in as the 113th Supreme
Court Justice on April 10. (Photo: The White
House / Public Domain)

an church in Missouri that operates a
preschool and day care. The church
applied to participate in a state pro-
gram which provides resources to
help schools reuse tires to resurface
playgrounds and make them safer.
However, the church was denied the
program, and was told that a state
law prohibits the state from funding
churches.

Two Coptic Churches in Egypt Bombed in Terror
Attacks, Killing Some 44 and Injuring More than 100

Dozens were killed and more than
100 were injured in two separate
bombing incidents that occurred at
Coptic churches on Palm Sunday.

The first bombing attack took place
in the morning at St. George’s Church
in Tanta, which is located north of Cai-
ro. According to Morning Star News,
about 27 were Killed during this in-
cident, and about 78 were wounded.
Reports say a bomb was planted un-
der one of the church seats.

In the second incident which oc-
curred several hours later, a suicide
bomber detonated himself when he
was stopped by security guards at St.
Mark’s Cathedral in Alexandria, lead-
ing to the deaths of some 17 people.
About 48 others were wounded.

The twin bombings mark the
deadliest attack against Christians in
Egypt in decades, reports say.

However, Christians have been
specifically targeted in terrorist at-
tacks in the country in the last few
months. Two Coptic churches were
bombed last Christmas, killing 24
and wounding 50.

“Christians are — whether Coptic
Christians or Catholics or any other
Christian — a target these days for
terrorists,” Joseph Ghabour, the dea-
con of public relations at the Coptic
Orthodox Church of St. Mark in New
Jersey, told Baptist Press.

“We pray for all those who hate
us and we ask that God provide His
guidance to them to enlighten their
hearts and minds to know the right
way,” he added.

Soon after the attacks, the Islamic
State claimed responsibility for them.
Egypt's President Abdel-Fattah el-
Sisi also declared a three-month-
long state of emergency in the nation
on the same day, which would allow
the government to monitor com-
munication, restrict movement or

St. Mark’s Cathedral, located in Alexandria, were among the two churches that were bombed on
Palm Sunday (April 9) of 2017. (Photo: Public Domain)

gatherings, and deploy officials for
enforcement, among other actions.
The Egyptian parliament must ap-
prove the state of emergency within
seven days.

The attack was condemned by
leaders worldwide, and many ex-
pressed their solidarity and intent for
prayer on behalf of the loved ones of
the victims.

Oklahoma Senator James Lank-
ford called the attacks “horrible,”
and added, “Anti-religious and anti-
Christian violence is alive and well
throughout the Middle East, and the
world.”

“Radical Islamists Kill Christians
because they are Christians; Yezidis
because they are Yezidis; and differ-
ent Muslim sects because they believe
in a different brand of Islam than
them. The right to practice any faith,
or have no faith, should be a funda-
mental human right of all people. The

United States of America will always
stand with people around the World
who seek freedom of conscience and
assembly,” said Lankford.

“Our thoughts and prayers go out
to the Christian families affected by
these deadly attacks,” said William
Stark, the regional manager of Inter-
national Christian Concern.

Stark added that there is a need for
“decisive action” by authorities.

“No one should have to fear sense-
less violence like this for simply at-
tending a church service,” Stark
said. “These bombings represent the
second and third church bombings
Egypt's Christians have had to en-
dure in recent months. Action must
be taken by Egypt's authorities to
secure the country’s Christian com-
munities and their places of worship,
especially as we enter Holy Week.
Unless decisive action is taken, at-
tacks like these will likely continue.”
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Sunday Services:9 AM, 11 AM, and 2 PM Pastors Davip Lee &

Youth Services:
Sundays at 11 AM, Fridays at 7:30 PM Sung Hone

Sunday School: Sundays at 11 AM

24428 S.Vermont Ave, Harbor City, CA 90710 i
T.(310) 530-4040 i
www.cornerstonetv.com

Sunday Services: 11:30 AM

ossroads Church

1750 N. Edgemont St, Los Angeles, CA 90027
T.(323) 913-4499 / www.crclafgc.com

Brea Campus Service Times: 9:30 AM, 11:30AM  PASTOR STEVE CHOI
Irvine Campus Service Time: 10:30 AM

Brea: 695 Madison Way, Brea, CA 92821
Irvine: 100 Honors, Irvine, CA 92620
T.(714) 529-5551 / crossway-church.com

EM Sunday Service: 12:00 PM PasTor JAMES KwAk
Children's & Youth Services: 10:30 AM

Friday Night Bible Study (Jr. High - Youg Adults): 7:30 PM

8500 Bolsa Ave., Westminster, CA 92683
T.(714) 891-2029 / www.oc1church.com

Sunday Service: 9:30 AM PAsToR RONNIE PARK
Children’s and Youth Services:

11:30 AM on Sundays, 8:00 PM on Fridays

pod Stewards Church 2

2701 S Woodgate Dr, West Covina, CA 91792
T.(626) 913-6611/ www. gsch.org : &

Sunday Services: 1:30 PM

Children's Ministry: 11 AM

Friday Worship: 7:30 PM

Dawn Prayers: 5:30 AM Tu~F; 6:30 AM Sat.

Pastor Won Lee

8132 Garden Grove Bl., Garden Grove, CA 92844
T.(714) 799-5673 / email : 8132gospelchurch@gamil.com

Sunday Services: 9 AM&11 AM PasTor Sam KoH
Bible Studies: Wednesdays at 7 PM

Prayer Meetings: Tuesdays at 11 AM, Saturdays at 9 AM

2241 N. Eastern Ave, Los Angeles, CA90032 {
T.(323) 909-9062 / www.hillsidela.org 1

Sunday Services: 1:45 PM PAsTOR MiTCHELL PEREZ

19100 E. Killian Avenue, Rowland Heights, CA 91748
T. (626) 384-1393 / thehomechurchrowland.com

Sunday Services: 11:45 AM Pastor Daevip Yoon

1101 Glen Ave, Pomona, CA 91768
T.(909) 622-2324 / inlandem.org

Sunday Services: 2 PM PAsTOR SUNGWON ‘SJ’ JAHNG

ymmunity Church

3281 W 6th Street, Los Angeles, CA 90020
T.(213) 986-8496 / www.laopendoor.church

Sunday Services: 9 AM & 11 AM PAsTor STEVE CHANG
College Group Meetings:

Sundays at 12:30 PM, Fridays at 8 PM

1215 W. Lambert Road, Brea, CA 92821
T.(562) 694-2100 / www.livinghopecc.org

Sunday Services:
8:30AM, 9:45 AM & 11:15 AM

1831 South El Camino Real Encinitas, CA 92024 @
T.(760) 753-2535 / www.redeemersd.org \ /

Sunday Services: 1 PM PasTtor DANIEL HAN
Youth Group Services:

Sundays at 11 PM, Thursdays at 7 PM

Broadway Campus Sunday Services: Pastor MicHAEL LEE
9:45 AM, 11:15 AM, 12:45 PM
Jefferson Campus Sunday Services:

9:30AM, 11:30 AM

alebration Church

Broadway: 1721 North Broadway, LA, CA 90031
Jefferson: 150 W. Jefferson Blvd., LA, CA 90007
T.(323) 227-1414 / www. ynccla.org
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