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Korean American Pastor Sees Opportunity for Growth in Seoul

Pastor Joel Yoon shares about his growing passion to see more “healthy, gospel-centered churches’ in South Korea

BY RACHAEL LEE

In many respects, Pastor Joel
Yoon’s current position as the
founding and lead pastor of a
church in Seoul is a position that
his younger self may have felt was
completely out of his element.

Yoon, a Korean American from
Chicago, used to want to “run
away” from his Korean heritage
and become as American as he
possibly can. And Yoon had never
considered himself a “pioneer
type,” much less a church planter.
He wouldn’t have imagined that
he would one day plant a church,
and in Seoul, South Korea at that.

But talk to Yoon today, and he
may well share with you about
his longing to see more and more
healthy, gospel-centered churches
being built up in South Korea, and
his gratitude for the men and wom-
en of the faith in South Korea who
have come before his generation.

While living and ministering in
Korea, God has changed his per-
spective and grown in him a love
for his Korean heritage and the
Korean people, Yoon said. In fact,
it wasn’t a love for the country that
brought him to Korea — far fromit,
he had shied away from going to
Korea because of his negative ex-
periences with the Korean church.

It was a conviction to “bring a
richer, glorious gospel of grace”

About 100 religious leaders gathered at the prayer breakfast which t

that led him to take an offer and
serve as an English ministry pas-
tor at a Korean church, and then
to later plant Gospel City Church
in Seoul.

“I came to Korea with that one
conviction,” said Yoon. “While
I'm here, I want to hold up the
gospel and let the gospel do the
work within our hearts and in the
church.”

“Often it seems like people go to
a country out of a love for the peo-
ple, but I think God called me here
out of a love for the gospel and the
church — for the church to grow
in Korea,” he added. “When that
happens, God starts to give you a
heart for the people too.”

“Twant to ... let the gospel do
the work within our hearts
and in the church.”

That conviction has cultivated
his desire to see more gospel-
centered churches in Korea, as he
describes it. And perhaps it’s this
desire that has drawn them in, but
many of the members of Gospel
City Church are people who used
to be disillusioned about church
or “dechurched” — those who had
drifted away from the church at

N

- A |
ook place on April 4 at Wilshire Boulevard Temple.

some point because of bad experi-
ences, or simply not be able to take
root in a community.

“We try to be very much authen-
tic about our faith and learn to live
it out,” Yoon said.

Gospel City Church consists of
individuals in the Korean diaspora
community, the non-Korean com-
munity, and the Korean native
community. Yoon asked some of
his Korean-speaking members,
who make up some 20 percent of
the church congregation as of late
last year, why they chose to become
members of Gospel City Church
despite the language barriers. He
received unexpectedly simple an-
swers — and it wasn't just that they
wanted to practice their English.

“They told me, ‘It's a gospel-
centered church. You preach the
gospel, and it’s about Jesus,” he
recalled.

On the one hand, these kinds of
responses caused Yoon to question
whether there is a lack of churches
that clearly communicates that
gospel message. But on the other
hand, he saw this as an opportu-
nity for both native and interna-
tional pastors.

Indeed, many of the younger
Korean pastors with whom Yoon
has been interacting have noticed
an increased disillusionment with-
in the younger Korean population,
and shared with him a hope to “do

Remembering the L.A. Riots of 25 Years Ago,
Faith Leaders Call for Unity

BY RACHAEL LEE

Where there is unity, there will
be reconciliation and healing, ac-
cording to religious leaders who
gathered at an interfaith prayer
breakfast on Tuesday, commemo-
rating the L.A. riots that took place
25 years ago on April 29.

The two-hour-long prayer
breakfast, which was attended by
some 100 individuals, took place
at the Wilshire Boulevard Temple
and featured a panel and messag-
es by Korean American, African
American, Latino American, and
Jewish American faith leaders.

“I'm so grateful for this morn-
ing,” said Hyepin Im, the president
and CEO of Korean Churches for
Community Development (KCCD),
which hosted the event. “This room
is full of the diversity and strength
of the city of Los Angeles.”

“We have come a long way in 25
years, but we still have a long way
to go,” said Rabbi Beau Shapiro of
Wilshire Boulevard Temple. “And
in our tradition, the only way to
get there is to join hands, march
together, pray together, and work
together.”

During the panel, five faith lead-
ers — Chris Halverson, a former
U.S. Senate Chaplain; Rev. John
Jongdai Park, a co-chair of the
KCCD board; Mark Whitlock,
the senior pastor of Christ Our

Local Churches and Ministries

A ministry through

ising and donations -

(213)402-5136

Redeemer AME Church; Jesse
Miranda, the CEO of the National
Hispanic Christian Leadership
Conference; and Laura Geller, the
Rabbi Emeritus of Temple Eman-
uel of Beverly Hills — shared their
experiences at the time when the
L.A. riots occurred.

John Jongdai Park’s experi-
ence with the L.A. riots included
protecting one of his congregants’
stores in Long Beach overnight,
with visits from a few groups of
gang members who threatened to
loot the store.

“I was afraid during that time,”
Park said, “and I thought of the fear
that that congregant would have
felt over the previous few days.”

Park added that those who par-
ticipated in the riots weren’t the
ones to blame, but the “evils” that
caused the riots, such as poverty
and injustice.

Jesse Miranda described the
way he saw media portray the turn
of events at the time. One particu-
lar photo featured in a newspaper,
Miranda said, featured “a Korean
merchant with a gun protecting
his store, Hispanics taking the
merchandise, and African Ameri-
cans standing in the corner watch-
ing the action.”

“But the reality is,” said Miran-
da, “we are all responsible for what
had happened.”

In a brief message during the

Sunday Celebration Services:9 AM & 11 AM
Wednesday College Fellowship: 7 PM

18700 Harvard Ave, Building C, Irvine, CA 92
T.(949) 385-3051 / www.ocbethel.com

event, Michael Lee, the senior
pastor of Young Nak Celebration
Church, encouraged those who
gathered to “consider what are the
ways God has blessed us, so that
we can use those blessings to then
bless others,” and said that just as
God had blessed Abraham to be a
blessing to all nations, “God has
blessed us.”

“God has given us all that we
need for life,” Lee said, and added
that those resources can be used “to
alleviate poverty, to fight injustice,
and to give a voice to the voiceless.”

But there are also other, imma-
terial ways God gives his blessings,
he added, such as giving grace,
mercy, and forgiveness, which are
just as necessary to bless others,
and to take steps toward healing
and reconciliation.

“Don’t get me wrong, there
absolutely needs to be truth, ac-
countability, justice, and change
on all sides,” said Lee. “But if we
can begin to offer real forgiveness
and take steps towards real recon-
ciliation and healing towards oth-
ers, think what a blessing we could
beto ... our city — the city of angels
— to our state, to our nation, and to
this great earth.”

Meanwhile, KCCD will be host-
ing another event on April 29 at
Oriental Mission Church com-
memorating the 25th anniversary
of the L.A. riots, from 3 to 6 PM.

PAsToR JusTiN Kim
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church in a way that reaches the
next generation of Koreans,” Yoon
said.

But the same need exists in the
international community as well,
he added, and having interna-
tional pastors with experiences in
healthy churches come to South
Korea could help to build up the
church.

“I'm sure there are many blessed
Korean pastors all over the world

§ ol
Pastor Joel Yoon is the lead pastor of Gospel City Church, located in Itaewon.

who have seen healthy churches
and who would be a great asset to
Korea, especially if they're bilin-
gual,” said Yoon. “They have an
amazing opportunity to impact
the next generation in a very spe-
cial and unique way.”

And if there are any who, like
Yoon’s younger self, are shying
away from Korea, they may find
themselves being changed in the
process, too.

‘Views of Self, Others, and God
Must Be Examined Before Marriage’

GIFT Counseling & Wellness
Centers held its first ‘Eureka’
Conference for young adults.

The conference, which focused
on the mental and relational
health of young adults, took place
on March 11 for English speakers,
and on April 1 for Korean speak-
ers.

Some 150 attended the March
11 conference at Sa-Rang Com-
munity Church in Anaheim, CA.

The main speakers for the
event included the two found-
ers of GIFT — Dr. Lydia Chun,
a clinical psychologist, and Dr.
Joseph Chun, a medical doctor
— who shared their professional
expertise, personal experiences,
and spiritual perspective during

the sessions. The attendees, who
also participated in small groups,
learned about ways to become
more self-aware; discovering my
inner child; restoring a right im-
age of God; and developing a
healthy emotional and spiritual
life; among other topics.

“Many young adults are leaving
the church. Some have a nega-
tive perspective about marriage
as they see their parents or their
peers who are already married,”
said Dr. Lydia Chun.

“We must examine whether we
have a distorted view of self, of
others, and of God, before getting
married.”

For more information, visit

giftheal.com.

The first Eureka Conference, hosted by GIFT Counseling & Wellness Centers, took place on
March 11 for English speakers and on April 1 for Korean speakers.

Scholarship Opportunity for

Korean Americans in Seminary

The Christian Scholarship Foun-
dation of Greater Washington will
be offering scholarships to Korean
American seminary students once
again this spring.

The foundation, which was es-
tablished by the partnership of
four local churches including Vir-
ginia Presbyterian Church, First
Virginia Baptist Church, and The
Church for All Nations, selects 10
to 12 scholarship recipients each
year.

Those who are interested must
meet a few criteria, including being
a baptized Christian and “living a
Christ-like life”; having completed
college; being currently enrolled
or attending a seminary; having

PasTor SunG CHANG
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a “clear purpose to serve the 2nd
and 3rd generation of Korean
Americans”; and being a perma-
nent resident or U.S. citizen.

Applicants must also submit an
application letter, a testimony of
faith, two recommendation letters
including one from a senior pas-
tor, and a transcript, among other
items.

“We hope to give our best in
nurturing and building up Korean
American leaders,” said Ichon Lee,
one of the chairmen of the board
of directors for the foundation.

The deadline for this year’s schol-
arship application is April 30.

For more information, visit
kapastorscholarship.org.
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More Pastors Pursue Racial Reconciliation Through
Relational Means Rather than Through the Pulpit

Though many pastors have pursued
racial reconciliation, more have done
sothrough relational means or through
prayer rather than through preaching,
according to a LifeWay Research study
released on Thursday.

When asked, “Which, if any, of the
following activities have you personally
done in the last 3 months to encourage
racial reconciliation?” most of the 1,000
pastors who were surveyed (57 percent)
said they “spent time socializing with
neighbors of other ethnicities.”

About 44 percent of the pastors said
they shared a meal with a small group
of people with at least one other person

who was of a different race within the
last week, while 29 percent said they
did so within the last month.

The next most popular method by
which pastors encouraged racial rec-
onciliation was leading times of corpo-
rate prayer for racial reconciliation (53
percent).

Meanwhile, a little less than half of
the pastors surveyed (45 percent) said
they did so by preaching on racial rec-
onciliation.

It seems that many leaders in the
church also have not pushed their pas-
tors to preach on the topic either, as 73
percent of the pastors said they had

not had church leaders urging them to
preach about racial reconciliation. But
90 percent of pastors said their congre-
gations would welcome such sermons
on the topic.

Pastors who were of an ethnicity
other than White or African Ameri-
can were most likely to say that their
church leaders urged them to preach
on racial reconciliation (38 percent).

Along denominational lines, Presby-
terian/Reformed pastors (37 percent)
and Methodist pastors (34 percent)
were most likely to say that leaders in
their churches have encouraged them
to preach on the topic.

Do Religious Organizations Count as ‘Church’ in Pension
Plan Exemption? Supreme Court Weighs Arguments

The outcome of a case currently be-
fore the U.S. Supreme Court regarding
pension plans may dramatically affect
hospitals, schools, and other non-prof-
its with religious affiliations across the
country, according to lawyers involved
in the case.

The case, Advocate Health Care
Network v. Stapleton, involves hospi-
tal employees and three religiously af-
filiated hospitals: Advocate Health, St.
Peter’s Healthcare System, and Dig-
nity Health.

The employees argue that their em-
ployers have violated a 1974 law called
ERISA (Employee Retirement Income
Security Act) by not funding their pen-
sion plans sufficiently, and not commu-
nicating written procedures related to
the plan, among other violations.

But the hospitals argue that they are
exempt from ERISA because of what is
known as a “church plan exemption,”
under which churches and organiza-
tions with church ties have been able to
forego the ERISA requirements.

During oral arguments before the
Supreme Court on March 27, the
question of whether these hospitals,
and other organizations with religious
ties, should have that exemption was
the central point of deliberation. Do
religiously affiliated hospitals and or-
ganizations such as schools, daycare
centers, or charities count as “church”?
If not, does the statute still exempt
pension plans that are maintained by
religiously affiliated organizations?

Should the Supreme Court rule
against the hospitals, they would be
compelled to pay significant amounts
in premiums, according to Eric Bax-
ter of Becket, a law firm which argued
on behalf of the hospitals, adding that
many non-profits may even need to
close their doors.

Baxter argued that church can’t only
be seen as a place that holds religious
services, and that the service aspect
carried out by religious non-profits is a
crucial part of what defines church.

“Churches aren’t just organizations
that conduct worship,” Baxter was
quoted by Religion News Service as
saying. “Churches go out and serve
the most needy among us and they
shouldnt be penalized because they
preach on Sunday and practice it dur-
ing the week.”

It is unclear how the Supreme Court
will rule, and at one point during the
oral arguments, Justice Sonia Soto-
mayor said frankly that she is “torn” as
to how to interpret the statute.

“This could be read either way in my
mind,” she said.

The Supreme Court heard oral arguments on March 27 on whether the pension plans of religiously
affiliated hospitals are exempt from the Employee Retirement Income Security Act (ERISA) of 1974.
(Photo: Phil Roeder / Flickr / CC)

Sotomayor was referring to the two
different ways that the definition of
“church plan” has been interpreted.
The statute definition of what counts
as a “church plan” has two portions.
First, pension plans “established and
maintained” by a “church or by a con-
vention or association of churches”
count as a church plan.

But the second portion is at issue in
this case. It expands the definition of
“church plan” and says that a pension
plan “established and maintained” by
a church “includes a plan maintained
by an organization ... if such organiza-
tion is controlled by or associated with
achurch or a convention or association
of churches.”

“The text does not require a church
to establish benefit plans for someone
else’s employees,” Lisa Blatt of Becket,
who represented the hospitals, assert-
ed during the oral arguments. In other
words, as long as the pension plan is
maintained by a religiously affiliated
organization, it doesn’t have to have
been established by a church.

James Feldman from Washington,
who represented the employees, argued
that a “church plan has to be ... estab-
lished and maintained by a church.”

“Tt needs to fit both criteria,” he said.

If religiously affiliated organizations
count as a “church,” then they would
be exempt from ERISA regardless of
how that second portion is interpreted.
But if only houses of worship that have
religious services count as “church,”
the interpretation of that portion could
be crucial as to whether those organi-
zations could still have a church plan
exemption.

Justice Stephen Breyer asked Feld-
man at one point about Little Sisters of
the Poor, and whether its pension plan
would be exempt in varying scenarios
— if it were established by the Catholic

church, or not, etc. Here’s the tail end
of that exchange between Justice Brey-
er and Feldman (starting with Justice
Breyer):

“But I mean, if it’s a legitimate or-
ganization, like, let’s say the Little Sis-
ters of the Poor, really affiliated with
the church, you know, really affiliated
with the church, they do have a lot of
involvement —”

“And if they really are part of the
church, I would add one other thing. If
they really are —”

“Yes, they really are the church, and
they retained a — purpose.”

“— part of the church and they can
qualify as a church, that’s fine.”

Meanwhile, Justice Sotomayor ques-
tioned whether large hospitals like
Dignity Health — which employs some
60,000 people — could be considered a
“church” when they function almost the
same way as any other non-religious
hospital, and whether it was the inten-
tion of Congress to allow such hospitals
to opt out of providing protections in
their employees’ pension plans.

“Do you think Congress had in mind
a—corporations that are essentially like
every other corporation except they’re
not for profit? I mean, these hospitals,
some of them, like Dignity, the Catho-
lic church has disavowed any formal
affiliation with it,” said Sotomayor.

“They’re not doing anything differ-
ent than any other hospital — or care
center,” she went on. “Do you believe
that Congress’s vision was to let, what
is essentially, a corporate entity opt out
of protecting all of those employees?”

So far, the Third, Seventh, and Ninth
Circuit Courts of Appeal have ruled in
favor of the employees. However, sev-
eral federal district courts have ruled in
favor of the hospitals.

The Supreme Court is set to rule on
the case by June 30.

North Carolina’s Controversial Bathroom Bill Repealed

North Carolina passed a bill on
March 30 to repeal a contentious law
that had required individuals to use
restrooms at public facilities accord-
ing to their biological sex rather than
their gender identity.

The new bill, HB 142, was passed
with a 70-48 vote in the House, and a
32-16 vote in the Senate. North Caro-
lina Governor Roy Cooper signed it
into law on March 31.

HB 142 repeals what has been
known as the “bathroom bill,” or HB
2. Ttalsorestricts the state government
— and all of its agencies, boards, and
universities — from regulating access
to restrooms, showers, and changing
facilities “except in accordance with
an act of the General Assembly,” as
well as prohibits local governments
from passing or changing laws regu-
lating employment and public accom-
modations in private businesses, both
until the year 2020.

The repeal comes after two failed
attempts and more than a year of ten-
sion over the bathroom law.

“I support the House Bill 2 repeal
compromise that will be introduced

tomorrow,” said Cooper the night be-
fore the bill was voted on. “It’s not a
perfect deal, but it repeals House Bill 2
and begins to repair our reputation.”

North Carolina faced much back-
lash since HB 2 was passed in 2016.
Most notably, the NCAA announced
it would no longer host its champion-
ship basketball games in the state af-
ter North Carolina passed the law.

The NCAA released a statement on
April 4 stating that North Carolina
will now be included in its process of
selecting the site for championships,
and that the previous decision to host
the 2017-18 championships in the
state will remain.

“We have been assured by the state
that this new law allows the NCAA to
enact its inclusive policies by contract
with communities, universities, are-
nas, hotels, and other service provid-
ers that are doing business with us,
our students, other participants, and
fans,” the NCAA said in the state-
ment.

Meanwhile, the new law was still
met with measured embrace as well as
criticism from both sides of the aisle.

Some saw it as a commendable com-
promise, while others on both ends
saw it as an effort that didn’t produce
satisfactory results.

“This bill is at best a punt. At worst
it is a betrayal of principle,” said Re-
publican Senator Dan Bishop, a pri-
mary sponsor of HB 2 who opposed
the new bill.

Republican Representatives Tim
Moore and Phil Berger said in a joint
statement that they are “pleased this
proposal fully protects bathroom
safety and privacy,” as it allows state
legislators to determine the regula-
tion of facilities like restrooms, and
also prevents local governments from
passing ordinances on public accom-
modations until 2020.

Some LGBTQ activists criticized
the bill, saying that it isn’t a complete
repeal of HB 2 and still enables dis-
crimination.

“This ‘deal’ does NOT repeal #HB2.
It's simply another version of HB2
dressed up in a way desperate law-
makers hope will save state’s econo-
my,” tweeted Chad Griffin, president
of the Human Rights Campaign.
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Sunday Services:9 AM, 11 AM, and 2 PM Pastors Davip Lee &

Youth Services:
Sundays at 11 AM, Fridays at 7:30 PM Sun Hong

Sunday School: Sundays at 11 AM

24428 S.Vermont Ave, Harbor City, CA 90710
T.(310) 530-4040
www.cornerstonetv.com

Sunday Services: 11:30 AM

ossroads Church

1750 N. Edgemont St, Los Angeles, CA 90027
T.(323) 913-4499 / www.crclafgc.com

Brea Campus Service Times: 9:30 AM, 11:30AM  PASTOR STEVE CHOI
Irvine Campus Service Time: 10:30 AM

Brea: 695 Madison Way, Brea, CA 92821
Irvine: 100 Honors, Irvine, CA 92620
T.(714) 529-5551 / crossway-church.com

EM Sunday Service: 12:00 PM PasTor JAMES KwAk
Children's & Youth Services: 10:30 AM

Friday Night Bible Study (Jr. High - Youg Adults): 7:30 PM

8500 Bolsa Ave., Westminster, CA 92683
T.(714) 891-2029 / www.oc1church.com

Sunday Service: 9:30 AM PAsToR RONNIE PARK
Children’s and Youth Services:

11:30 AM on Sundays, 8:00 PM on Fridays

2701 S Woodgate Dr, West Covina, CA 91792
T.(626) 913-6611/ www. gsch.org P ﬁ N

Sunday Services: 1:30 PM

Children's Ministry: 11 AM

Friday Worship: 7:30 PM

Dawn Prayers: 5:30 AM Tu~F; 6:30 AM Sat.

8132 Garden Grove Bl., Garden Grove, CA 92844
T.(714) 799-5673 / email : 8132gospelchurch@gamil.com

Sunday Services: 9 AM&11 AM PAsToR SAm KoH
Bible Studies: Wednesdays at 7 PM

Prayer Meetings: Tuesdays at 11 AM, Saturdays at 9 AM

2241 N. Eastern Ave, Los Angeles, CA 90032
T.(323) 909-9062 / www.hillsidela.org

Sunday Services: 1:45 PM PAsTOR MiTCHELL PEREZ

19100 E. Killian Avenue, Rowland Heights, CA 91748
T. (626) 384-1393 / thehomechurchrowland.com

Sunday Services: 11:45 AM Pastor Daevip Yoon

1101 Glen Ave, Pomona, CA 91768
T.(909) 622-2324 / inlandem.org

Sunday Services: 2 PM PAsTOR SUNGWON ‘SJ’ JAHNG

3281 W 6th Street, Los Angeles, CA 90020
T.(213) 986-8496 / www.laopendoor.church..

Sunday Services: 9 AM & 11 AM PAsTor STEVE CHANG
College Group Meetings:

Sundays at 12:30 PM, Fridays at 8 PM

1215 W. Lambert Road, Brea, CA 92821
T.(562) 694-2100 / www.livinghopecc.org

Sunday Services: Pastor PauL Kim

8:30AM, 9:45 AM & 11:15 AM

6" 2N
1831 South El Camino Real Encinitas, CA 92024 %
T.(760) 753-2535 / www.redeemersd.org \ /

Sunday Services: 1 PM PasTtor DANIEL HAN
Youth Group Services:

Sundays at 11 PM, Thursdays at 7 PM

T.(213) 487-3920 / www.ladongsan.com xz \

Broadway Campus Sunday Services: Pastor MicHAEL LEE
9:45 AM, 11:15 AM, 12:45 PM
Jefferson Campus Sunday Services:

9:30AM, 11:30 AM

lebration Church

Broadway: 1721 North Broadway, LA, CA 90031
Jefferson: 150 W. Jefferson Blvd., LA, CA 90007
T.(323) 227-1414 / www. ynccla.org
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