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2017 Hyundai Elantra SE — Lease for only $129 per month plus tax

Ccus-

1 atthis offer 36 month closed end lease on above average approved credit. $1,995 cash or trade equity due from

b _tomer plus $2,000 Lease Cash (must finance through Hyundai Motor Finance) plus $500 Sales Event
Cash equals $4,495 total drive off. No security deposit. Leasse responsible for excess wear and
tear and mileage at 20¢ per excess mile after 30,000 total miles. Based on above average
credit, not all customers qualify, see dealer for details.

@ HYUNDAI

2017 Hyundai Sonata — Lease for only $149 per month plus tax

0|3 220] e

1048 109t opgy

Th2 Dealer 7H& 714 2 A9
o|H 714 o2k Beat 3 =
* XPAIOHEOL= RIIAIOPH| BOFZSAINIQ

duct

James Park 213.839.3332

HY UNDA AI

“ Broxer Deal 2reg3fercr”

m @

1 at this offer 36 month closed end lease on above average approved credit. $1,995 cash or trade equity due
from customer plus $3,250 Lease Cash (must finance through Hyundai Motor Finance) equals $5,245 total drive
off. No security deposit. Leasse responsible for excess wear and tear and mileage at 20¢ per excess mile after
30,000 total miles. Based on above average credit, not all customers qualify, see dealer for details.

www.winhyundai.com

3462 N. Peck Rd., El Monte, CA 91731
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In Seoul, a Korean American Pastor Hopes for a Gospel Movement

Pastor Leo Rhee of CityLight Seoul shares his passion for and thoughts on ministering in South Korea

BY RACHAEL LEE

Much like the name of the
church he is leading, Pastor Leo
Rhee of CityLight Seoul hopes to
see a movement of Christians in
Seoul who aim to be a “light” in
the city, proactively loving the city
and sharing the gospel — for the
good of the city and to see God’s
kingdom come. It's also made
evident in the church’s slogan:
“A church in the city to love the
city.”

Rhee’s commitment to and
passion for Seoul came at a later
stage in his life. As a Chicago na-
tive, most of Rhee’s earlier years
in ministry were in the U.S., serv-
ing in cities such as Philadelphia,
Los Angeles, and Baltimore. A
visit to Seoul in 1999 led to a pas-
toral position in the English min-
istry of Onnuri Church, one of the
largest churches in Seoul.

After seven years of serving at
Onnuri, and another seven years
at a church back in Chicago, Rhee
returned to Seoul and traveled to
various places in Asia during a
two-year sabbatical period. This
period grew Rhee’s passion for
Asia and Seoul even more.

“Iwas traveling all around Asia,
and | realized that the center of
Christianity is no longer Europe
or North America, but it shifted to
Africa and Asia,” Rhee said. “And
Korea is somehow in the midst

of all of that. This little country
became the hub of Christianity,
entertainment, business, technol-
ogy, culture, and has so much in-
fluence over the rest of Asia.”

“Korea is a key component
of what God is doing in greater
Asia,” he added.

Hence, CityLight Seoul, which
began in May of 2015, was
launched with the vision to serve
Sinchon — the region of Seoul in
which the church is located —and
to raise missionaries who would
share the gospel to all nations.

“Koreais a
key component of
what God is doing in
greater Asia.”

Rhee’s experience in Seoul over
the past several years have made
him hopeful that this passion to
see a greater kingdom movement
happen in and through Korea is
not only his own. When Rhee had
been serving in Korea more than
ten years ago, he said, much of the
buzz in the church community re-
volved around the megachurches.
Today, Rhee sees more and more
smaller churches having a desire
to collaborate with one another

for a greater kingdom impact.

“There’s this new generation
of young Korean pastors who are
tired of the megachurch scene,”
said Rhee. “There are these small-
er churches of 100 to 800 people
that are like battleships that move
quickly and make decisions fast.”

“They want to see change hap-
pen, and they have this kingdom
mindset. The leaders don't want
to see their church to be just an-
other empire. They're willing to
let go, and want to partner with
other pastors,” he continued.

This desire for collaboration is
also apparent among the English-
speaking pastors in Seoul, ac-
cording to Rhee. About 70 to 80
English-speaking pastors are a
part of the Association of Interna-
tional Ministries (AIM) in South
Korea, Rhee said. Many of these
pastors’ churches gather several
times each year for joint wor-
ship services, and the pastors of
AIM gather on a monthly basis to
share and pray together.

Many in the English-speaking
community also share Rhee’s de-
sire to practically serve the city
and community in which they are
located, he said.

“A lot of churches are trying to
give back to Korea and make a
difference in Korea,” said Rhee,
adding that many are trying to be
a part of combating social issues
such as sex trafficking, poverty,

Open Stewardship Foundation to Award Over
$300,000 to 45 Non-Profit Organizations

For the sixth year, Open Bank aims to give back to the community by
giving to non-profits through the Open Stewardship Foundation

The organizations that would
receive charitable funds from
Open Stewardship Foundation
this year have been selected and
announced. Open Stewardship
Foundation has been working to
give back to the community by
giving 10 percent of the profits
of Open Bank to organizations
that serve their local communi-
ties each year. Open Bank and
Open Stewardship Foundation
have given $366,000 to 45 orga-
nizations this year, making the
total that they have given back
over the past six years to amount
to $1,726,000. The 45 organiza-
tions that have been selected will

be awarded the funds at Open
Bank’s office on Western Avenue
on March 23.

Among the organizations that
were selected to receive funds
this year included Milal Mission,
Hope Sight Mission, The Well
Mission, Korean American Fami-
ly Services, Koreatown Youth and
Community Center, and Somang
Society.

“In this year’s selection process
once again, we prioritized those
organizations that serve the mar-
ginalized in the community, and
those that have integrity and have
been faithful,” Open Steward-
ship Foundation stated. “We also

particularly examined the way
that previous recipients of the
funds used the money that they
received.”

“We at Open Bank will not only
provide support through finan-
cial means, but our staff will serve
and run together with the com-
munity,” said Min Kim, the CEO
of Open Bank.

Open Stewardship Foundation
is a foundation that was estab-
lished in 2011 by Open Bank as
a way to serve the community.
Since its establishment, various
active non-profits have been able
to apply for and receive financial
support.
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Pastor Leo Rhee is the lead pastor of CityLight Seoul, located in the Sinchon region of the city.

and homelessness.

CityLight Seoul in particular
joins other international minis-
tries in a monthly homeless out-
reach called Nanumi Homeless
Outreach. And the church’s most
recent collection of its monthly
missions offering will be given to
the Women’s Hope Center, a care
center for women and expecting
mothers who have experienced

Scholarship

abuse.

“Jeremiah 29 talks about pray-
ing for the prosperity of the city
— ‘if [the city] prospers, you too
will prosper.” God tells the Israel-
ites in Babylon to make gardens,
settle down. Don’t use the city for
yourself or abuse it to just pay off
your debt, suck out all of the re-
sources and go home. While you
are here, make a difference.”

Opportunity

Seeks to Provide Support for
Undocumented Korean Students

The Christian company Lee’s
Mortuary will be selecting schol-
arship recipients to provide
financial support to undocu-
mented Korean students. The
company aims to encourage and
support those Korean students
who have suffered particularly
due to the recent anti-immigrant
executive orders.

Those who wish to apply can
do so by submitting letters of
recommendation from pastors
and other community leaders,
as well as an essay written in Ko-
rean introducing the applicant’s
dreams and current situation,
to hr@leesmortuary.com. The
application period is from April
1 to May 30, and recipients will

be selected by June 5. Awards
will be given on June 10 at Lee’s
Mortuary’s headquarters in Or-
ange. The company has prepared
$10,000 to give scholarships of
$500 to 20 students.

“l wanted to show that even a
small Korean business like ours
has the desire to participate in
the pain of undocumented stu-
dents, and to support and en-
courage them,” said Dong Joo
Lee, the CEO of Lee’s Mortuary.

The mortuary, which was es-
tablished in 1966, provides ser-
vices in Los Angeles, Orange
County, Atlanta, and Chicago,
and also offers funeral services
at the homes or churches of the
deceased.

Dr. Thom Rainer: Five Reasons Growth May Be Difficult in Your Church

Every year another two mil-
lion American adults become
less receptive to the gospel, and
less receptive to churches.

Every year.

That is one of the nuggets I
took from the Pew Research
work on the “Nones” when they
first released the data in 2012.
Pew has continued to follow the
religious commitment level of
Americans. From 2007 to 2014,
over 12 million American adults
have moved from a high level of
religious commitment to a low
level of commitment. They just
skipped the medium level of
commitment altogether.

Cultural Christianity is dying.

One no longer has to be a
Christian or in a church to be ac-
cepted by society. That relatively
easy pool of prospective attend-
ees for our churches is disap-
pearing.

But most churches keep doing
what they've always done.

Local Churches and Ministries
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isingand donations

As a consequence, they are
reaching fewer. They are declin-
ing.

Why?

The answer to that question
is too complex for a simple blog
post, but let me provide five
high-level responses for now.

1. Church members are
not being intentionally re-
lational with those who are
not in church. The old way of
church outreach was more trans-
actional; today it requires the
development of relationships.
Most church members will not
take that step. Many don’t know
how to take that step.

2. Many churches are
stuck in the past. While we
never compromise the gospel
and the Word, our methodolo-
gies must reflect an awareness
of our culture, and a willing-
ness to be missionaries to that
culture. Sadly, too many church
members are unwilling to make

Sunday Celebration Services:9 AM & 11 AM
Wednesday College Fellowship: 7 PM
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changes. Church, for them, is
about their needs and their pref-
erences.

3. Church members are
not regularly inviting people
to church. Yes, it can be that
simple. Many of the religiously
unaffiliated will come to church
if we invite them. But it’s difficult
for them to respond to an invita-
tion if they never get one.

4. Many church members
fail to act like Christians
on social media. Unbelievers
are watching us on Facebook
and Twitter. And many of us
are more likely to show our rear
ends than Christian love. Social
media is where the unchurched
reside. And they constantly see
our petty quarrels, our venom-
ous politics, and our self-serving
attitudes. Look at this blog post
about what non-Christians think
about us. | wrote it in 2013, but
the comments still come in from
unbelievers.

PAsToR JusTiN Kim

Sunday School: 11:30 AM

Sunday Services: 9:30 AM & 11:30 AM

College Group Meetings: Fridays at 6 PM

Mission Church

-
5005 Edenhurst Ave, Los Angeles, CA 90039 \
. T.(818) 549-9191 / www.charis.church

5. If they come to church,
they only have a mediocre
experience. The religiously
unaffiliated do visit our church-
es from time to time. But, more
often than not, they see our
holy huddles and our lukewarm
greetings. Most will not return.

Growth is indeed more diffi-
cult in most of our churches to-
day. We no longer have the large
pool of cultural Christians from
which to draw. But we can reach
them. We must reach them.

We will have to treat our
membership in our churches as
missionaries to the community
instead of country club member-
ship. Biblical membership is not
about getting our perks, privi-
leges, and preferences. It's about
sacrificing self for the gospel.

Then, and only then, will we
see our churches start growing
again.

This article was originally
published at ThomRainer.com

PasTor SunG CHANG

Placentia Site Sunday Services: 10 AM

Photo courtesy of Dr. Thom Rainer.

on March 13, 2017. Thom S.
Rainer serves as president and
CEO of LifeWay Christian Re-
sources. Among his greatest

joys are his family: his wife Nel-

lie Jo; three sons, Sam, Art, and

Jess; and nine grandchildren.

Dr. Rainer can be found on
Twitter @ThomRainer and at

facebook.com/Thom.S.Rainer.

PasTor HAROLD Kim

Artesia Site Sunday Services:

11:30 AM, 12:45PM

Artesia: 11841 178th St, Artesia, CA 90701
Placentia: 500 Bradford Ave, Placentia, CA 92870
T.(562) 246-0363 / www.christcentralsc.com
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Christian Leaders Urge Lawmakers to Reject

Trump Administration’s Proposed Budget Cuts on Foreign Aid

More than 100 Christian leaders
signed a letter addressed to members
of Congress, urging them to reject
President Trump’s proposed budget
cuts on foreign aid.

The Trump administration released
its budget blueprint on March 16,
called “America First: A Budget Blue-
print to Make America Great Again,”
among which included cuts to the
foreign aid budget called the Interna-
tional Affairs Budget. The blueprint
would cut the budgets of the State
Department and the U.S. Agency for
International Development (USAID)
by 37 percent, according to reports,
while increasing military spending.

The letter, dated March 16, empha-
sizes the help that the International
Affairs Budget was able to provide for
communities around the world.

“With just 1 percent of our nation’s
budget, the International Affairs Bud-
get has helped alleviate the suffering
of millions; drastically cutting the
number of people living in extreme
poverty in half, stopping the spread
of infectious diseases like HIV/AIDs
and Ebola, and nearly eliminating po-
lio,” the letter states. “Additionally, it
promotes freedom and human rights,

protecting religious freedom for mil-
lions around the world.”

“As followers of Christ, it is our mor-
al responsibility to urge you to support
and protect the International Affairs
Budget, and avoid disproportionate
cuts to these vital programs that en-
sure that our country continues to be
the ‘shining city upon a hill.”

Denominational leaders  who
signed the letter included George
Wood, the general superintendent
of the Assemblies of God; Ronnie
Floyd, previous president of the
Southern Baptist Convention; Jo
Anne Lyon, the general superin-
tendent emerita of The Wesleyan
Church; David Wilson, the general
secretary of the Church of Nazarene;
and Colin P. Watson, Sr., the direc-
tor of ministries and administration
of the Christian Reformed Church in
North America.

Leaders of World Vision USA,
Catholic Relief Services, Council for
Christian Colleges & Universities, In-
terVarsity Christian Fellowship, Hab-
itat for Humanity, Compassion Inter-
national, World Relief, and Food for
the Hungry, and presidents of Fuller
Theological Seminary, Denver Semi-

nary, Princeton Theological Semi-
nary, and Gordon-Conwell Theologi-
cal Seminary were also among the
signatories.

Worship artists Michael W. Smith,
Amy Grant, Brandon Heath, and
Third Day signed the letter as well.

Meanwhile, Christians are not the
only group that have urged members
of Congress to protect funding for for-
eign aid. In late February, over 120
retired military officials, including
generals and admirals, wrote a letter
to lawmakers emphasizing the need
to secure funding to address develop-
ment issues across the world to en-
sure military security as well.

“The military will lead the fight
against terrorism on the battlefield,”
the letter states, “but it needs strong
civilian partners in the battle against
the drivers of extremism — lack of op-
portunity, insecurity, injustice, and
hopelessness.”

Theblueprintreleased on Thursday,
also known as the ‘skinny budget,’ is a
rough sketch of what the Trump ad-
ministration hopes to achieve in the
budget. The full budget with more
comprehensive  descriptions and
numbers is set to be released in May.

Russell Moore, Ethics & Religious Liberty Commission
Publish Statement Calling for Unity in SBC

Responding to a months long con-
troversy, the Southern Baptist Con-
vention (SBC)'s Ethics & Religious
Liberty Commission (ERLC), and
its president Russell Moore, issued a
statement on Monday -- the former
affirming its support of the president,
and the latter apologizing for the role
he played in creating any division
within the denomination.

Moore’s comments during the pre-
vious presidential election season
criticizing Trump and questioning
some of his supporters were met with
backlash, as more than 100 churches
threatened to withdraw funding from
the denomination.

Prestonwood Baptist Church in
Dallas was one of the most noted of
those, as it decided to withhold $1
million that it planned to give to the
denomination.

Moore clarified in his portion of
the statement, titled “Seeking Unity
in the Southern Baptist Convention,”
that his comments during the election
were not meant to condemn members
of the SBC who support Trump or are
serving in his advisory board.

“I was asked often during the elec-
tion season about evangelicalism as it
related to moral issues and character,
and in so doing | spoke, often quite
sharply, about those Christians who
said or implied that such concerns
don’t matter or shouldn’t be talked

about,” stated Moore. “l was not, in so
doing, intending to talk about South-
ern Baptists and others — and there
were many — who were open about
all of these issues but believed in sup-
porting candidates, however flawed,
who would appoint good people and
carry out good policies.”

“To be clear, | was also not meaning
to suggest it was sinful for Southern
Baptists or others to advise candi-
dates or to serve on advisory boards
in order to bear some influence there.
What | was attempting to talk about
were those — most often prosperity
gospel teachers — who were willing to
define the gospel in ways that I believe
untrue to the plan of salvation, or to
dismiss the moral concerns other
Christians had,” he added.

However, Moore apologized for
“failing to distinguish between people
who shouldn’t have been in the same
category with those who put politics
over the gospel and for using words,
particularly in social media, that were
at times overly broad or unnecessarily
harsh.”

Moore also emphasized that the
“gospel wins over everything in the
end,” and encouraged unity in the de-
nomination.

“When I look across our denomina-
tion, we have too much at stake, and
too much for which to be grateful, to
be divided,” he said. “I pray the gos-

pel would win in our denomination,
in our churches, and in my own heart.
The same gospel that reconciles us to
God is the same gospel that allows us
to be reconciled to one another.”

The executive committee of the
ERLC expressed support for Moore,
and said that Moore has “sought to be
attentive and responsive to those who
have brought concerns to him.”

The committee added that it be-
lieves Moore has “spoken with clar-
ity and conviction on ethical matters”
such as religious liberty and racial
reconciliation, and that he “has en-
deavored clearly and graciously to
articulate the Christian gospel and its
implications.”

“As an Executive Committee, we
believe that Dr. Moore has taken ap-
propriate measures to address this
situation,” the committee said.

“We realize that divisions do not
heal overnight, and as needs arise our
Board will be happy to address them.
But in terms of leadership and sup-
port, Dr. Moore is the man to whom
it has been entrusted to lead this en-
tity — speaking prophetically both to
our culture and to our Convention. He
will continue doing so with the confi-
dence of our support.”

Shortly following the issuance of
the statement, Jack Graham said on
Twitter that Moore’s statement was
“gracious and unifying.”

Tomb Believed to Have Housed Jesus’ Body
Restored with Project Worth Some $4 Million

A site which is believed by some re-
ligious traditions to have contained
the body of Jesus after his crucifixion
has been repaired and restored after
decades of disrepair, a restoration
project team announced on Mon-
day.

The shrine which encases the tomb
is known as the Edicule, and is locat-
ed at the Church of the Holy Sepul-
chre in Jerusalem.

The Edicule was restored four
times since its establishment, ac-
cording to a Guardian report. It was
almost completely wiped out when
a fire broke out in 1808, and was re-
stored in 1810. However, the shrine
had not been renovated since.

“I would venture to say that if this
intervention hadn’'t happened now,
there was a very great risk that there
could have been a collapse,” Bonnie
Burnham of the World Monuments
Fund, was quoted as saying by NPR.
The World Monuments Fund was
one of the contributors to the resto-
ration project which cost some $4
million.

A team of some 50 from the
National Technical University of
Athens conducted the restoration
project, supervised by Antonia Mo-
ropoulou.

One of the noted portions of the
restoration is that the iron girders
that once surrounded the Edicule
to stabilize it has been removed,
and the restoration team instead
strengthened the shrine with mortar
and bolts of titanium, according to

(Photo: Israel Tourism / Wikimedia Commons / CC)

reports.

The team also opened up a small
window in the Edicule that allows
onlookers to see the rock shelf on
which some believe Jesus’ body af-
ter the crucifixion had been laid, and
then from which Jesus resurrected.

Meanwhile, the jurisdiction over

the church had been split between
six parties since 1752, including the
Armenian Orthodox, Coptic Chris-
tian, Ethiopian Orthodox, Roman
Catholic, and Syrian Orthodox re-
ligious groups. Over decades, these
groups have often been involved in
conflict over the church.

Christianity Daily will not be issued next week.
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Sunday Services:9 AM, 11 AM, and 2 PM Pastors Davip Lee &
SunG Hone

Youth Services:
Sundays at 11 AM, Fridays at 7:30 PM
Sunday School: Sundays at 11 AM

24428 S.Vermont Ave, Harbor City, CA 90710 LA
T.(310) 530-4040
www.cornerstonetv.com

Sunday Services: 11:30 AM

ossroads Church

1750 N. Edgemont St, Los Angeles, CA 90027 .
T.(323) 913-4499 / www.crclafgc.com R

Brea Campus Service Times: 9:30 AM, 11:30AM  PASTOR STEVE CHOI
Irvine Campus Service Time: 10:30 AM

Brea: 695 Madison Way, Brea, CA 92821
Irvine: 100 Honors, Irvine, CA 92620
T.(714) 529-5551 / crossway-church.com

EM Sunday Service: 12:00 PM PasTor JAMES KwAk
Children's & Youth Services: 10:30 AM

Friday Night Bible Study (Jr. High - Youg Adults): 7:30 PM

8500 Bolsa Ave., Westminster, CA 92683
T.(714) 891-2029 / www.oc1church.com

Sunday Service: 9:30 AM PAsToR RONNIE PARK
Children’s and Youth Services:

11:30 AM on Sundays, 8:00 PM on Fridays

pod Stewards Church 2

2701 S Woodgate Dr, West Covina, CA 91792
T.(626) 913-6611/ www. gsch.org 2 &

Sunday Services: 1:30 PM

Children's Ministry: 11 AM

Friday Worship: 7:30 PM

Dawn Prayers: 5:30 AM Tu~F; 6:30 AM Sat.

Pastor Won Lee

8132 Garden Grove Bl., Garden Grove, CA 92844
T.(714) 799-5673 / email : 8132gospelchurch@gamil.com

Sunday Services: 9 AM&11 AM PasTor Sam KoH
Bible Studies: Wednesdays at 7 PM

Prayer Meetings: Tuesdays at 11 AM, Saturdays at 9 AM

2241 N. Eastern Ave, Los Angeles, CA 90032
T.(323) 909-9062 / www.hillsidela.org

Sunday Services: 1:45 PM

19100 E. Killian Avenue, Rowland Heights, CA 91748
T. (626) 384-1393 / thehomechurchrowland.com

Sunday Services: 11:45 AM Pastor Daevip Yoon

1101 Glen Ave, Pomona, CA 91768
T.(909) 622-2324 / inlandem.org

Sunday Services: 2 PM PAsTOR SUNGWON ‘SJ’ JAHNG

OpenDoor
ommunity Church

3281 W 6th Street, Los Angeles, CA 90020
T.(213) 986-8496 / www.laopendoor.church

Sunday Services: 9 AM & 11 AM PAsTor STEVE CHANG
College Group Meetings:

Sundays at 12:30 PM, Fridays at 8 PM

1215 W. Lambert Road, Brea, CA 92821
T.(562) 694-2100 / www.livinghopecc.org

Sunday Services:
8:30AM, 9:45 AM & 11:15 AM

1831 South El Camino Real Encinitas, CA 92024 @
T.(760) 753-2535 / www.redeemersd.org \ /

Sunday Services: 1 PM PasTtor DANIEL HAN
Youth Group Services:

Sundays at 11 PM, Thursdays at 7 PM

2525 James M. Wood Blvd, Los Angeles, CA 90006 _
T.(213) 487-3920 / www.ladongsan.com 200

Broadway Campus Sunday Services: Pastor MicHAEL LEE
9:45 AM, 11:15 AM, 12:45 PM
Jefferson Campus Sunday Services:

9:30AM, 11:30 AM

Broadway: 1721 North Broadway, LA, CA 90031
Jefferson: 150 W. Jefferson Blvd., LA, CA 90007
T.(323) 227-1414 / www. ynccla.org
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