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Attendees at the February event in Masaya pray for one another. This year, some 22,000 are estimated to have attended the two-day event. More
than 450 received Jesus as Lord, and more than 70 were baptized.

Korean Churches Work Together to
Share the Gospel to Thousands in Nicaragua

Tens of thousands attend, more than 450 receive Christ during two-day event

Churches in the New York
presbytery of the Korean Pres-
byterian Church Abroad (KPCA)
have once again hosted a revival
event in Masaya, Nicaragua for
the first time in three years, from
February 25 to 26. Some 22,000
Masaya area residents attended
the conference over the two days.

The churches had organized the
revival events seven consecutive
years from 2008 to 2014, lead-
ing countless people to Christ.
This year’s event, like the previ-
ous ones, featured pastoral semi-
nars, teaching seminars, medical
and dental screenings, nail art,
personal evangelism, eye exams,

intercessory prayer, and hair ser-
vices, among other activities.

A mission team comprising of
70membersofchurchesinvarious
regions such as New York, Chica-
go, and South Korea, ministered
to the people in Masaya with one
heart and as one team. The team
included church members from
Yale Korean Presbyterian Church
of New York, Sansung Church in
Busan, and Korean Presbyterian
Church of Westchester, among
other churches.

Attendees traveled from not
only the nine cities located in
Masaya, but also outer cities, and
227 buses were mobilized to bring

attendees to the event.

The first day saw some 12,000
in attendance, while the second
day drew about 10,000. A total of
454 individuals received Jesus as
their Lord during the event, and
73 people were baptized.

“I want to express my gratitude
from the deepest place of my
heart to those who have served
through prayer, offering, and
physical presence,” said mission-
ary Dong-Hong Lee. “The phrase
that I can still hear ringing in my
ear, ‘Masaya para Cristo,” will
be my rallying cry for missions
and is the path that | will have to
tread.”

Southern Baptist Organizations
Release Small Group Curriculum
On Religious Liberty

Two Southern Baptist organi-
zations have partnered to create a
curriculum designed to equip lo-
cal churches with what they call a
“more informed” understanding
of religious liberty.

The six-week long curriculum,
called “Religious Liberty: How
the Gospel Shapes Our First Free-
dom,” was released online by the
Southern Baptist Convention’s
Ethics and Religious Liberty Com-
mission (ERLC) and LifeWay
Christian Resources. The resourc-
es range from four dollars to 30
dollars on the LifeWay website.

“Our goal in producing this
curriculum is to equip churches
to see religious liberty as it is —
grounded in the gospel,” said
ERLC's president Russell Moore
in a statement.

The introduction to the study
states two main reasons that reli-
gious liberty is to be studied.

“First, the Bible teaches that
individuals each possess a con-
science. Allowing someone to
live faithfully to their conscience
—even when a person is wrong —
protects the integrity of their reli-
gious choice. Even more so, being
wrong is why we need a Savior,”
the study states.

“Secondly, religious liberty is
often misunderstood, so educat-
ing ourselves about this historic
principle will benefit you and the
society we live in,” it continues.

The study is designed to take
place in a small group setting for
one hour in each meeting. It in-
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HOW THE GOSPEL SHAPES
OUR FIRST FREEDOM
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LifeWay Christian Resources and the SBC'’s
Ethics & Religious Liberty Commission collab-
orated to publish a small group curriculum on
religious liberty. (Photo: Screenshot of sample
curriculum)

cludes discussion questions, vid-
eo clips of some 70 pastors and
scholars who were interviewed
on the topic, individual studies,
journal spaces with questions,
and articles that have been writ-
ten on religious liberty.

Videos include interviews with
pastors and leaders such as Mark
Dever, the senior pastor of Capitol
Hill Baptist Church; Matt Chan-
dler, the lead pastor for teaching
at The Village Church; and Rob-
ert George, professor at Princeton
University.

Religious liberty as it relates to
the culture, the Bible, mission,
and the common good are among
the topics explored in the study.
Objections to religious liberty are
also discussed.

How Can Christians Participate in Combating Persecution in North Korea?

International Christian Concern to host conference featuring leaders of churches, non-profit organzations, and government

For the second time, Interna-
tional Christian Concern (ICC)
will be hosting its annual confer-
ence spotlighting a specific region
in which Christians are facing
severe persecution. This year’s
conference, which is taking place
from June 2 to 3 at Saddleback
Church, will focus on North Ko-
rea.

The conference, called The
Bridge, will feature leaders of
churches, non-profit organiza-
tions, and government agencies.

Among those invited to speak
include Rick Warren, founder
and pastor of Saddleback Church;
Florida Senator Marco Rubio;
Suzanne Scholte, president of
the Defense Forum Foundation;
David Curry, CEO of Open Doors
USA; Mervyn Thomas, CEO of
Christian Solidarity Worldwide;
North Korean defector and TED
Talks speaker Joseph Kim; and
North Korean defector and au-
thor Hyeonseo Lee, among oth-
ers.

International Christian Con-
cern, which has done work aid-
ing, advocating for, and spread-

ing awareness of the persecuted
Christians around the world for
some 20 years, decided to begin
hosting these annual conferenc-
es called The Bridge with hopes
that there would be greater col-
laboration between the various
influencers in addressing the
problem of persecution, includ-
ing those working on the field,
churches, government agencies,
and non-profit organizations, ac-
cording to ICC’s president Jeff
King.

Though each group plays a cru-
cial role in providing the resources
that the persecuted church needs,
King said, even more could be
done if those groups could work
together.

North Korea in particular is a
nation in which Christians are
severely persecuted to the point
that “it falls into a different cate-
gory and people just forget about
it because it seems so unfixable,
so beyond what anyone can do,”
according to King.

Yet King expressed hopes for
the future of the Korean penin-
sula.

“Many people would say in
terms of geopolitics, Korea has
been a pawn. It's been brutally
oppressed and ruled over,” said
King. “But | say no, | don’t even
think this is a coincidence. She is
the chosen one, she is the bride.”

He added that in his conversa-
tions with defectors and experts
on the region, many express
hopes that “we’re getting to the
end” of the Kim regime.

“Their great hold on power is
the ideology and propaganda,”
King said, “and that system is fail-
ing rapidly because of the modern
world, with the internet and the
information flooding into North
Korea ... The average North Ko-
reans now know their leader is a
dictator, that he is not in any way
a good guy, and that they are not
the most amazing country in the
world. That's incredibly destabi-
lizing.”

“There are so many things you
can do to get the gospel in, and
to help the victims who are com-
ing out,” King continued, add-
ing that the hope of the confer-
ence is to highlight those action

An attendee of last year’s ‘The Bridge’ conference raises her hands in worship. This year, the ICC
will host The Bridge from June 2 to 3. (Photo courtesy of International Christian Concern)

points.

Sessions will discuss the history
and present situation for Chris-
tians in North Korea, how church-
es could be involved in combating
persecution, and how Christians
could bring the gospel into the
country, among other topics. All
sessions will have translations
available in Korean.

Numerous Korean American
organizations are participating
in the conference, including Je-

sus Awakening Movement for
America, Bethel English Church,
Grace Ministries International’s
English ministry, and Holy Wave,
the English ministry of Sa-Rang
Community Church.

A separate ‘Policy Day will
also be taking place on May 24 in
Washington, D.C., and will focus
mostly on combating the human
rights violations in North Korea.

For more information, visit
thepersecutionconference.org.

Good Neighbors USA to Join Korean Churches in Worship

Aiming to partner with the Ko-
rean churches in Southern Cali-
fornia, Good Neighbors USA will
seek them out where they're at by
personally joining them in their
worship services.

Called ‘Sharing the Love Wor-
ship Night, the campaign will
involve staff of Good Neighbors
visiting various churches’ Wednes-
day night, Friday night, or Sunday
services (or other gatherings dur-
ing the week). The staff are open
to visiting not only church gath-
erings, but also meetings of other
non-profit organizations. A unique
characteristic of the campaign is
that the organization aims not to

Local Churches and Ministries

rtisingand donations

F(213)402-5136

make its own plans and schedule,
but to follow that of the churches
and organizations which request
their program. Hence, the staff
can make themselves available
even for early morning services,
and any other gatherings through-
out the week.

During the service, the staff will
present a short video on the lives
of young children in impoverished
nations, and will set aside a time
for attendees to commit to support
the work that Good Neighbors
does in those nations.

Good Neighbors was estab-
lished in South Korea in 1991.
The organization has 185 offices

Sunday Celebration Services:9 AM & 11 AM
Wednesday College Fellowship: 7 PM

T.(949) 385-3051 / www.ocbethel.com

18700 Harvard Ave, Building C, Irvine, CA 9261

in 35 countries, and provides hu-
manitarian assistance. It offers a
chance for members of churches
to go on overseas mission trips
with Good Neighbors staff, and
also offers opportunities for those
who sponsor children through
the organization to personally
meet them.

The non-profit engages in vari-
ous projects to offer aid around
the world, including child spon-
sorship; building clean water
wells; building cookstoves that are
energy efficient and make the air
safe to breathe in Guatemala; and
providing food for children in Ma-
lawi, among other projects.

PAsToR JusTiN Kim

Sunday School: 11:30 AM

Sunday Services: 9:30 AM & 11:30 AM

College Group Meetings: Fridays at 6 PM

5005 Edenhurst Ave, Los Angeles, CA 90039
T.(818) 549-9191 / www.charis.church

PasTor SunG CHANG

Good Neighbors USA provides aid in various ways,

Placentia Site Sunday Services: 10 AM

PasTor HAROLD Kim

Artesia Site Sunday Services:

11:30 AM, 12:45PM

Artesia: 11841 178th St, Artesia, CA 90701
Placentia: 500 Bradford Ave, Placentia, CA 92870
| . T.(562) 246-0363 / www.christcentralsc.com
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Nevada Legislature Introduces Bills

Expanding Contraception Coverage in Employee Insurance

Two bills have been introduced in
the Nevada Legislature that would
require employers to expand con-
traception coverage in the medical
insurance they provide for their em-
ployees, regardless of the religious
background of the employers.

Assembly Bill 249 and Senate Bill
233 were heard in the Assembly and
Senate Health and Human Services
Committee early this month.

Current law allows businesses to
be exempt from covering contracep-
tives for its employees on the basis
of religious conscience. In 2014, the
U.S. Supreme Court said in a 5-4 rul-
ing that businesses that are operated
with a few individuals are allowed to
choose not to cover employees’ birth
control.

The newly introduced bills, main-
ly sponsored by three Democratic
members of the Legislature, aim to
take those exemptions away, and
would also expand the coverage that
insurance can provide.

For instance, whereas currently in-
dividualscanreceivealimitof90 days
of birth control prescriptions, the bill
aims to expand that to a years’ worth
of prescriptions maximum. The bill
introduced in the Senate would also
require that the employer-provided
insurance covers screenings for dia-
betes, prenatal tests, and counseling

The Nevada Legislature building located in Carson, pictured in 2007. The state’s Assembly and Sen-
ate introduced bills expanding contraception coverage in employee health care. (Photo: Dave Parker
/ Wikimedia Commons / CC)

for domestic violence, among other
things.

“My goal is to make sure that as
many women as possible have access
to the health services that they need,”
said Senator Julia Ratti (D-Sparks),
who sponsored SB 233.

However, the bills are being op-
posed by some conservatives, who
say that they are infringing on em-
ployers’ religious liberty.

“We are very concerned about
the slippery slope we are now on in
this state of the erosion of religious
liberty,” said Janine Hansen, the
state president of Nevada Families
for Freedom, during the Assembly
Health and Human Services Com-
mittee meeting.

Currently, four other states allow
patients to receive 12 months of birth
control prescriptions.

Dozens of Korean Missionaries Expelled from China

Reports say 32 missionaries from Yanji region were expelled; reasons unclear

China has expelled numerous Ko-
rean missionaries in recent months,
according to media reports.

The Chinese government expelled
32 Korean missionaries from Yanji,
South Korean media said.

The South Korean government
confirmed that these missionar-
ies had been arrested, according to
Bretibart.

Some were expelled after officials
raided their homes and simply asked
them to leave the country, Agence
France-Presse reported.

“In the past, most missionaries
were given a month to leave since
their activities in China were not

Samaritan’s_ Purse

INTERNAT
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harming the country. This time, it
was different,” one source told the
Financial Times.

Though it is unclear exactly why
the country decided to expel the
missionaries, officials reportedly
cited problems with their visas.

Some say that the expulsions may
have come in response to rising
tensions amid South Korea’s sup-
port for the U.S. military’s Terminal
High Altitude Area Defense system
(THAAD), while others point to the
increasing crackdown on Christians
and churches that the Chinese gov-
ernment had been carrying out,
such as by taking down the church-

es’ crosses.

“There was no official explanation
from China,” one anonymous official
told Reuters. “There is no confirma-
tion that it is related to Thaad.”

Tensions have grown in China
for Christians since 2015, when the
government increased scrutiny on
churches. Over the past few years,
many house churches have been
closed down, crosses of churches have
been taken down, and Christians and
activists have been detained.

Many missionaries in China specif-
ically focus on providing aid to North
Koreans who flee from their home
country into China.

Samaritan’s Purse offers humanitarian aid in various ways, including by providing food, medical aid, and disaster relief. The group provided food for resi-
dents in the Mayendit region of South Sudan, but pulled back its efforts in February amid rising levels of violence in the area. (Photo: Samaritan’s Purse)

Samaritan’s Purse Staff Released
From Detention in South Sudan

Eight native staff members of Sa-
maritan’s Purse were released from
detention in South Sudan on Tues-
day.

The staff were reported to have
been abducted by rebel forces on
Monday in the Mayendit region, and
some reports even mentioned that
the kidnappers requested food as
ransom.

However, Samaritan’s Purse de-
nied that there was any ransom
request, and clarified to Voice of
America that the staff were detained,
rather than abducted.

“They were clearly held against
their will, but we do not see it as a
kidnapping,” Ken Isaacs, vice presi-
dent of programs and government
relations at Samaritan’s Purse, told
Voice of America.

The rebel forces also denied on
Tuesday that they kidnapped the Sa-
maritan’s Purse staff, who are also
residents of the Mayendit area.

“These aid workers are supporting
the community and these communi-
ties are in liberated areas. So, how
should we even abduct someone who

supports you?” Lam Paul Gabriel, a
deputy rebel spokesman, told Reu-
ters. “It is unreasonable to do that. It
is just a matter of branding us as bad
people.”

Samaritan’s Purse released a state-
ment on Tuesday expressing grati-
tude for the safety of the staff.

“Samaritan’s Purse is thankful to
God for the safe release of our South
Sudanese national staff, who had
been detained by armed personnel in
the Mayendit area of South Sudan,”
the group said.

“There was no ransom request,
and the previously detained staff
members are now in a safe loca-
tion,” the statement continues. “We
are grateful for the World Food Pro-
gramme’s support in helping us relo-
cate them.”

According to Samaritan’s Purse,
the group had been active in provid-
ing food to the people residing in the
Mayendit region for over two years,
but pulled out its local staff two
weeks ago after the group feared vio-
lence would come in the area.

In the month of February, the local

staff in the Mayendit area provided
food for more than 100,000 people,
the organization said.

Meanwhile, the nation of South
Sudan has been undergoing a violent
civil war, and the United Nations de-
clared recently that it is also in a state
of famine.

In February, the Food and Agri-
culture Organization of the United
nations (FAO), the United Nations
Children’s Fund (UNICEF), and the
World Food Programme (WFP) stat-
ed that as many as 5 million people
may face extreme food shortages by
the summer if they do not receive
aid.

The violence in the South Suda-
nese villages has hindered efforts in
providing food aid as well, according
to Samaritan’s Purse.

“Because of local fighting in the
[Mayendit] region, we have had to
temporarily halt our food distribu-
tions,” the group stated. “Please pray
that God will enable us to restore our
teams back to Mayendit and resume
ministering to the physical and spiri-
tual needs of the people there.”
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Sunday Services: 9:45 AM

19271 Colima Rd. Suite A/B, Rowland Heights, CA 91748
T. (626) 384-1393 / thehomechurchrowland.com

Sunday Services: 11:45 AM Pastor DAEvID YoON

1101 Glen Ave, Pomona, CA 91768
T.(909) 622-2324 / inlandem.org

Sunday Services: 2 PM PasToR SunGwoN ‘SJ)’ JAHNG

3281 W 6th Street, Los Angeles, CA 90020
T.(213) 986-8496 / www.laopendoor.church

Sunday Services: 9 AM & 11 AM PasTor STeve CHANG
College Group Meetings:

Sundays at 12:30 PM, Fridays at 8 PM

1215 W. Lambert Road, Brea, CA 92821
T.(562) 694-2100 / www.livinghopecc.org

Sunday Services:
8:30 AM, 9:45 AM & 11:15 AM

1831 South El Camino Real Encinitas, CA 92024 "g
T.(760) 753-2535 / www.redeemersd.org \ /

Sunday Services: 1 PM PAsToR DANIEL HAN
Youth Group Services:

Sundays at 11 PM, Thursdays at 7 PM

2525 James M. Wood Blvd, Los Angeles, CA 90006
T.(213) 487-3920 / www.ladongsan.com s

Broadway Campus Sunday Services: Pastor MicHAEL LEE
9:45 AM, 11:15 AM, 12:45 PM
Jefferson Campus Sunday Services:

9:30AM, 11:30 AM

L]
lebration Church
Broadway: 1721 North Broadway, LA, CA 90031
Jefferson: 150 W. Jefferson Blvd., LA, CA 90007
T.(323) 227-1414 / www. ynccla.org
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2213.434. 1170

621 S. Virgil Ave. Suite 260 Los Angeles, CA 90005 www.prozusa.com / prozusal@gmail.com
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