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2017 Hyundai Elantra SE — Lease for only $129 per month plus tax

tear and mileage at 20¢ per excess mile after 30,000 total miles. Based on above average
credit, not all customers qualify, see dealer for details.

1 atthis offer 36 month closed end lease on above average approved credit. $1,995 cash or trade equity due from
cus- -_tomer plus $2,000 Lease Cash (must finance through Hyundai Motor Finance) plus $500 Sales Event
Cash equals $4,495 total drive off. No security deposit. Leasse responsible for excess wear and

AZE] § el T 5 sy}

2017 Hyundai Sonata — Lease for only $149 per month plus tax

0|3 2| YuE

1048 109t opgy

T}2 Dealer 718 7 @A H
oJH 7}Z o|2t % Beat 3l =
*XINRHREC= HIQUABIH| TR AR

duct

James Park 213.839.3332

HY UNDA AI

“ Broxer Deal 2reg3fercr”

m @

1 at this offer 36 month closed end lease on above average approved credit. $1,995 cash or trade equity due
from customer plus $3,250 Lease Cash (must finance through Hyundai Motor Finance) equals $5,245 total drive
off. No security deposit. Leasse responsible for excess wear and tear and mileage at 20¢ per excess mile after
30,000 total miles. Based on above average credit, not all customers qualify, see dealer for details.

www.winhyundai.com

3462 N. Peck Rd., El Monte, CA 91731
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Two Rowland Heights Churches
Hold Hands in Prayer for the City

BY RACHAEL LEE

Two churches in the Rowland
Heights area of Southern Califor-
nia gathered together for a joint
night of worship on Friday, as
leaders of the congregation high-
lighted the significance of unity in
the body of Christ.

“It doesn't take much to know
that we have a divided nation,”
said Pastor Soon Teck Lee, the
lead English ministry pastor
at Rowland Heights Christian
Community Church (RHCCC),
at which the worship night took
place.

Addressing the congregation of
some 100 members from RHCCC
and The Home Church, Lee said
that in contrast to the division that
may be evident today, Christians
are already united by Jesus.

“We are not supposed to create
the unity — in fact, that unity has
already been made,” he said. “Je-
sus, by dying on the cross, he has
broken down the wall of hostility
and has brought us together as
one body.”

Lee added that having joint
worship services like this one
demonstrates that unity, and that

churches need each other to do
God'’s work.

“No church — however gifted,
however big — is an island entire
of its own,” said Lee. “We need
every one of these churches to be
healthy and strong and to reach
out.”

The joint worship night is a
result of a gathering of pastors
from four churches in the Row-
land Heights area that has taken
place on a regular basis for about
six months, according to Pas-
tor Mitchell Perez of The Home
Church.

“We have formed relationships
with some of the fellow English
Ministry pastors in the areaand a
few months ago we talked about
doing a Combined Night of Wor-
ship for the purpose of bringing
our congregations together to
glorify God, display the unity,
and diversity in the gospel,” said
Perez.

“I think it's important for our
churches to understand how God
is working through surrounding
Jesus-loving churches around
us,” he added.

The churches come from differ-
ing denominational backgrounds

as well, including Nazarene, Bap-
tist, and Methodist denomina-
tions.

Those who attended the joint
worship service — which included
a diverse age representation, with
children, teens, young adults, and
adults in their later years — heard
messages from both Lee and
Perez. Praise bands from both
churches led the congregation
into worship.

Attendees also gathered in
smaller groups of people from
both churches to pray together
for “God to continue to use our
churches to make disciples,” for
“God to use us to help lost people
find Jesus in our jobs, schools,
families, and friends,” for “God to
give pastors wisdom and boldness
in leading our churches,” and for
the city of Rowland Heights and
those in the city who “don’t know
Jesus.”

Perez, who shared a message
on spiritual warfare, said that
prayer is the very means by which
Christians can join in the spiritual
realm and the spiritual battles that
are taking place.

“God sovereignly works through
our prayers,” he said.

for the city.
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Members of The Home Church and Rowland Heights Christian Community Church gathered together on March 3 to worship and pray together

IR

R

l/

=
e ==

Korean pastors in Los Angeles visited the Los Angeles Police Department (LAPD)’s
Olympic Community Police Station and hosted a barbecue on March 2 to express grati-
tude and appreciation. “On behalf of the Korean community, | want to say thank you to
our police officers who are serving in Koreatown,” said Sam Shin, the vice president of
the Southern California Korean Ministers Association.

Southern California’s
Korean Women Join Others
Across the World in Prayer

Korean Christian women in
Southern California joined wom-
en across the globe in prayer for
the Philippines, commemorating
the World Day of Prayer. These
women gathered on March 4 at
Oriental Mission Church under
the theme, “Am | Being Unfair to
You?”

The World Day of Prayer has a
130-year history, and was started
in 1887 by Mary Ellen Fairchild
James to pray for those who im-
migrated to the U.S. The day of
prayer has grown since then, and
organizers now choose one na-
tion to pray for each year. Women
from that chosen country write a
prayer letter, which is read at all
of the gatherings that convene in-

ternationally. Those who gather
to pray also collect offerings and
send them to the selected nation.

This year’s World Day of Prayer
focused on the Philippines.

Korean women in Southern
California have started gathering
to commemorate this day since
1979. Though the World Day
of Prayer is marked by the first
Friday of March each year, this
Southern California gathering
takes place on the first Saturday
instead.

At this year's gathering, Rev.
Jim-Bob Park, the senior pas-
tor of Oriental Mission Church,
shared a message according to
the theme of this year's World
Day of Prayer.

‘God Is Doing Something Remarkable in Korea’

Pastor David Hwang of Jubilee Church shares his Seoul journey

BY RACHAEL LEE

When he set out on the plane
to Seoul in 2001, Pastor David
Hwang only planned to stay there
for two years. Little did he know
that he would end up planting his
feet there for 16 years (and count-
ing) as a local church pastor.

Hwang’s journey in the mother-
land began when he decided to go
to Seoul to take care of his younger
brothers who were pursuing mu-
sic careers there. Though Hwang
himself was born in Korea, the
language and the culture were un-
familiar to him, as he immigrated
to the U.S. at the age of five. He
only planned to stay in Seoul for
two years and return to the U.S.
after finishing up his studies at
Torch Trinity Graduate School.
But it was those very two years
that “radically changed [his] per-
spective,” in Hwang’s words, and
he received a calling from the Lord
to stay in Korea.

Hwang hadn't even been sure
when he set out to Korea whether
he would become a pastor at all,
and even if he did become a pas-
tor, he imagined himself more of
a “free, traveling preacher,” as he
putit. As the son of a pastor him-
self, Hwang said, “I saw the pains
of the local church pastor, day in
and day out, week in, week out.”

But while Hwang served as the
English ministry (EM) pastor at
Jeil Sungdo Presbyterian Church
during those two years, he said,
“The Lord showed me, number
one, how much he loves his church
—universal and especially the local
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church.”

“We're not omnipresent like the
Lord, so if you really want to love
the church, if you want to love like
he loved us, you have to do it with
a limited number of people on a
regular basis,” he added, saying
that that was what led him to com-
mit to local church ministry.

“The other big piece is that while
| was serving at Jeil Sungdo EM, |
was taking people to mission trips
all over the place and | noticed —
the answer is Jesus for everyone.
Every nation needs Jesus,” said
Hwang. “l saw with my own eyes
the nations are hungry for the
truth that sets free, for life and for
life abundant, and that’s only in
Jesus. No matter what the context,
it didn’t matter — everyone needs
Jesus.”

“The Lord showed me ...
how much he loves
His church -- universal, and
especially the local church.”

That also led him to realize that
Korea is “geographically strategic”
to reach many nations in Asia.

“Korea is so geographically stra-
tegic. It's the only reached country
in the 10/40 window. It’s so quick
to go to countries in Asia, and so
much more efficient from a geog-
raphy standpoint.”

Hwang added that the economic
development of Korea was anoth-
er factor brought to his attention.
The rapid economic growth in Ko-
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rea over the past several decades
also places it at a strategic position
as a missionary-sending country.

“Clearly God has been doing
something remarkable here in Ko-
rea,” he added.

“All these factors were shown to
me,and | justsaid, ‘l seewhyyou're
showing me this. My citizenship is
not in the U.S; it's in heaven. Un-
til you call me home, I'll live as a
sojourner in this land. If you want
me to build your church to all na-
tions from our motherland, that's
what I'll do.”

With these convictions, and
with a further conviction to plant
a church, Hwang and a few oth-
ers launched Jubilee Church in
2006. What started as a group of
11 people praying together grew
into a congregation of 600 people
in almost three years. Today, the
church has some 650 members.

Over the past 16 years, Hwang
said he has seen many changes in
the English-speaking community
at large, and in the English-speak-
ing Christian community. First, he
noticed that more and more for-
eigners are being drawn to South
Korea for various reasons that he
would not have expected years
ago, such as their interest in K-Pop
and Korean dramas.

Moreover, there has been an in-
crease in English-speaking church
plants in Seoul, according to
Hwang. While many of the larger
churches in South Korea have had
English or international ministries
for many years, many indepen-
dent, English-speaking churches
have been planted over the past
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several years as well, Hwang said,
as he mentioned churches such as
Lifespring Church, Crossway Mis-
sion Church, and Way Church.

Another interesting develop-
ment that Hwang has witnessed
is an increasing interest in the
Korean-speaking population in
collaborating with the English-
speaking community, or even
attending English services on a
regular basis.

For Jubilee Church in particu-
lar, intercultural couples with both
Korean and English speakers were
one of the factors that led to an in-
creasing number of Korean speak-
ers who became regular members
of the church. Today, the church
offers Korean translations for its
10 AM service.

These developments led Hwang
to shift the vision for Jubilee
Church as well. The church was
planted with the vision of being a

PasTor SunG CHANG

Pastor David Hwang serves as the senior pastor of Jubilee Church, located in Seoul, South Korea.

Placentia Site Sunday Services: 10 AM

“hub for missions,” a place from
which missionaries would con-
tinually arrive and be sent out into
various destinations. But today, the
church holds the vision of being an
“international, missional church in
Seoul serving Asia,” said Hwang, a
church that is committed to being a
steady presence in Seoul.

“We changed the vision because
we wanted to sustain a connec-
tion here in Korea,” he explained.
“Westerners need to commit to
live in Asia, but for most, they live
here five to eight years and they
leave.”

For the developing and growing
international community in Asia,
Jubilee aims to build a community
in Seoul that remains as a faithful
source of support and connection.

“God is doing something amaz-
ing here,” Hwang said. “It's some-
thing in line with the kingdom of
God coming.”
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Supreme Court Sends Back to Lower Courts
Case Involving Transgender Teen Gavin Grimm

The U.S. Supreme Court an-
nounced it would no longer hear a
case involving the question of wheth-
er a transgender teen has the right
to use the school’s restrooms and
sex-segregated facilities according to
gender identity rather than biologi-
cal sex.

The high court was scheduled to
hear the case involving Gavin Grimm
from Virginia on March 28, but in-
stead, sent the case back to the lower
courts on Monday.

Up until this point, the highest
court which has ruled on this case
is the 4th U.S. Circuit Court of Ap-
peals, which ruled in favor of Grimm
in April of last year. The Supreme
Court’s action will vacate that ruling,
and the appeals court will have to re-
consider the case.

The Circuit Court had relied heavi-
ly on a guidance issued by the Obama
administration in 2016, which direct-
ed public schools across the nation to
allow transgender students to use
restrooms and other sex-segregated
facilities according to their gender
identity.

The administration referred to Ti-
tle IX of the Education Amendments
of 1972, a non-discrimination clause,
and interpreted discrimination on
the basis of sex to also include gen-
der identity. The administration also

said states which do not follow the
guidance could risk losing federal
funding for education.

However, the Trump administra-
tion issued another guidance in Feb-
ruary reversing that of the Obama
administration, saying that the latter
guidance does not “contain exten-
sive legal analysis” and that it does
not “explain how the position is con-
sistent with the express language of
Title IX, nor did they undergo any
formal public process.”

The 4th U.S. Circuit Court of Ap-
peals will now have to consider
whether or not the definition of “sex”
in the Title IX clause does include
gender identity.

Until the issue is brought again to
the Supreme Court, which is unlikely
to happen this term, the issue of the
use of restrooms, locker rooms, and
other facilities will be determined by
lower courts across the nation.

Grimm, a 17-year-old who was
born as a female but identifies as
male, expressed determination for
the long run.

“I'm in it for the long haul,” TIME
quoted Grimm as saying in a press
call. “If it took 10 years, I'd stick with
it.”

“The Supreme Court has missed an
opportunity to end the painful dis-
crimination currently faced by tens

of thousands of transgender students
nationwide,” said Eliza Byard, execu-
tive director of the LGBTQ youth ad-
vocacy group GLSEN.

Kerri Kupec, a legal counsel from
Alliance Defending Freedom, said
that the Supreme Court’s decision
“only makes sense.”

“It only makes sense for the Su-
preme Court to vacate the 4th Cir-
cuit’s earlier decision and to instruct
itto reconsider this case,” Kupec said.
“The 4th Circuit should affirm the
plain meaning of Title IX, which pro-
tects boys’ and girls’ privacy in locker
rooms, showers, and restrooms.”

Meanwhile, the lack of decision on
a federal level may leave schools at
risk of more lawsuits, according to
Francisco Negrén Jr., the chief coun-
sel for the National School Boards
Association.

“The ultimate constitutional issues
remain unresolved for the school dis-
tricts,” Negrén Jr. told The Washing-
ton Post. “Regardless of what action
they take, they are liable to be sued
by persons on both sides of this is-
sue.”

Meanwhile, the Supreme Court has
had a vacant seat since the passing
of Justice Antonin Scalia. Trump’s
nominee for the seat, Neil Gorsuch,
will face confirmation hearings in
March.

Trump Administration Issues

New Executive Order on Refugee Entry

The Trump administration issued
a new executive order on Monday,
revising a previous executive order
regarding the entry of refugees from
countries in the Middle East and Af-
rica.

Called the “Executive Order Pro-
tecting The Nation From Foreign
Terrorist Entry Into The United
States,” the order took into consid-
eration the numerous legal issues
that came about with the previous
executive order, and loosened cer-
tain restrictions on entry into the
u.s.

For instance, those who lawfully
obtained visas and those who have
already been granted asylum are no
longer under the 90-day entry ban.

While the previous executive or-
der restricted entry for 90 days from
seven countries, the new executive
order reduced that restriction to
six countries, including Iran, Libya,
Somalia, Syria, Sudan, and Yemen.
Irag, which was previously part of
the seven restricted countries, has
been taken off of that list.

The indefinite entry ban for those
coming from Syria has also been
lifted, and those from Syria will now

not be allowed to enter the U.S. for
120 days.

The country’s refugee program
has also been halted for a 120 days,
just like the previous executive or-
der had stated, in order to give the
U.S. government time to evaluate
and develop its vetting program.

The new executive order limits the
number of refugees to be granted
entry into the U.S. to 50,000. Un-
der the Obama administration, that
number was 110,000.

Of concern to some conservative
activists was a removal of language
that religious minorities would be
prioritized, a portion in the previous
executive order which was criticized
by some as being discriminatory.

The newly released executive or-
der will take into consideration “fear
of persecution or torture,” but does
not explicitly prioritize religious mi-
norities. It also states that the previ-
ous order “did not provide a basis for
discriminating for or against mem-
bers of any particular religion.”

“While that order allowed for pri-
oritization of refugee claims from
members of persecuted religious
minority groups, that priority ap-

plied to refugees from every nation,
including those in which Islam is a
minority religion, and it applied to
minority sects within a religion,” the
order states. “That order was not
motivated by animus toward any
religion.”

Advocates for prioritizing reli-
gious minorities argued that it is
necessary because they are facing
genocide and targeted attacks in
their respective countries.

Andrew Walther, the vice presi-
dent of communications for the
Knights of Columbus, wrote in the
Morning Consult that the Obama
administration also prioritized of-
fering help to religious minorities
such as Christians, Yazidis, and Shia
Muslims.

“It is not un-American to priori-
tize those who have been targeted
for genocide because of their faith,”
Walther wrote. “It has been seen as
quintessentially American for a cen-
tury. And religious persecution has
long been a key qualifier for refu-
gee status under our immigration
laws.”

This new executive order takes ef-
fect on March 16.

Kentucky Congress Passes Bill
Protecting Students’ Religious Expression

The Kentucky state House of Rep-
resentatives passed a bill on Mon-
day that would secure public school
students’ freedom to express their
religious and political beliefs in their
school work, clothing, and in other
methods.

Senate Bill 17, which was passed by
the House with an 81-8 vote, is now
headed to the governor’s desk for sig-
nature. The Senate voted in favor of
the bill 31-3 in February.

The bill would prohibit school of-
ficials from restricting students’ re-
ligious and political expressions in
various methods at public schools
and public universities in the state,
including in their homework, art-
work, and speeches. Students would
also be able to wear clothing that dis-
play religious messages, use school
facilities outside of class times for re-
ligious club meetings, and announce
religious club meetings through
school media.

Supporters of the measure said
that the bill simply affirms the rights
guaranteed to students by the Consti-
tution, but said that they felt the need
for the bill due to recent occurrences
in which students were prohibited
from expressing their religious be-
liefs.

“We've seen in other locales where
the clear constitutional right to re-
ligious liberty has been imposed
upon,” Republican Rep. Tim Moore
was quoted by River City News as
saying. “It is right that we in Ken-

The Kentucky state capitol pictured in 2002. Both the state’s House and Senate passed Senate Bill 17,
a bill allowing students to express their religious beliefs through various methods at school. (Photo:
Public Domain)

tucky make very clear as a body — as
our fellows down the hallway have
done by an overwhelming bipartisan
majority — that we will protect the
right to express religious and politi-
cal viewpoints in public schools and
public postsecondary institutions.”

“All this legislation does is put into
law and recognize those constitu-
tional facts,” Republican Rep. Stan
Lee was quoted as saying by the Lex-
ington Herald-Leader.

However, opponents of the bill
said that the measure is unnecessary
and may give some a greater license
to discriminate against the LGBT

community.

Democratic Rep. Jim Wayne said
that if the bill is passed, “in some ar-
eas it may be OK for a student to call
a gay student a sinner based on reli-
gious beliefs.”

“l believe religion should be ex-
pressed in church or in the privacy
of my home, not in public schools,”
Kentucky Today quoted Democratic
Rep. Joni Jenkins as saying.

According to the Associated Press,
the potential for discriminatory in-
tent was not the focus of discussion
on the House floor when the bill was
being deliberated.
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Sunday Services:9 AM, 11 AM, and 2 PM Pastors Davip Lee &

Youth Services:
Sundays at 11 AM, Fridays at 7:30 PM Sung Hone

Sunday School: Sundays at 11 AM

24428 S.Vermont Ave, Harbor City, CA 90710 ‘
T.(310) 530-4040 i
www.cornerstonetv.com

Sunday Services: 11:30 AM

ossroads Church

1750 N. Edgemont St, Los Angeles, CA 90027
T.(323) 913-4499 / www.crclafgc.com 1

Brea Campus Service Times: 9:30 AM, 11:30AM  PASTOR STEVE CHOI
Irvine Campus Service Time: 10:30 AM

Brea: 695 Madison Way, Brea, CA 92821
Irvine: 100 Honors, Irvine, CA 92620
T.(714) 529-5551 / crossway-church.com

EM Sunday Service: 12:00 PM PasTor JAMES KwAk
Children's & Youth Services: 10:30 AM

Friday Night Bible Study (Jr. High - Youg Adults): 7:30 PM

8500 Bolsa Ave., Westminster, CA 92683
T.(714) 891-2029 / www.oc1church.com

Sunday Service: 9:30 AM PAsToR RONNIE PARK
Children’s and Youth Services:

11:30 AM on Sundays, 8:00 PM on Fridays

pod Stewards Church 2

2701 S Woodgate Dr, West Covina, CA 91792
T.(626) 913-6611/ www. gsch.org - &

Sunday Services: 1:30 PM

Children's Ministry: 11 AM

Friday Worship: 7:30 PM

Dawn Prayers: 5:30 AM Tu~F; 6:30 AM Sat.

Pastor Won Lee

8132 Garden Grove Bl., Garden Grove, CA 92844
T.(714) 799-5673 / email : 8132gospelchurch@gamil.com

Sunday Services: 9 AM&11 AM PasTor Sam KoH

Bible Studies: Wednesdays at 7 PM
Prayer Meetings: Tuesdays at 11 AM, Saturdays at 9 AM

2241 N. Eastern Ave, Los Angeles, CA 90032
T.(323) 909-9062 / www.hillsidela.org

Sunday Services: 9:45 AM

e Home Church

19271 Colima Rd. Suite A/B, Rowland Heights, CA 91748
T. (626) 384-1393 / thehomechurchrowland.com

Sunday Services: 11:45 AM Pastor Daevip Yoon

1101 Glen Ave, Pomona, CA 91768
T.(909) 622-2324 / inlandem.org

Sunday Services: 2 PM PAsTOR SUNGWON ‘SJ’ JAHNG

ommunity Church

3281 W 6th Street, Los Angeles, CA 90020
T.(213) 986-8496 / www.laopendoor.church

Sunday Services: 9 AM & 11 AM PAsTor STEVE CHANG
College Group Meetings:

Sundays at 12:30 PM, Fridays at 8 PM

p ‘_ »
. R
ommunity Church L i
1215 W. Lambert Road, Brea, CA 92821 2 i
T.(562) 694-2100 / www.livinghopecc.org

Sunday Services:
8:30AM, 9:45 AM & 11:15 AM

1831 South El Camino Real Encinitas, CA 92024 3
T.(760) 753-2535 / www.redeemersd.org \ /

Sunday Services: 1 PM PasTtor DANIEL HAN
Youth Group Services:

Sundays at 11 PM, Thursdays at 7 PM

T.(213) 487-3920 / www.ladongsan.com ﬁ! N

Broadway Campus Sunday Services: Pastor MicHAEL LEE
9:45 AM, 11:15 AM, 12:45 PM
Jefferson Campus Sunday Services:

9:30AM, 11:30 AM

alebration Church

Broadway: 1721 North Broadway, LA, CA 90031
Jefferson: 150 W. Jefferson Blvd., LA, CA 90007
T.(323) 227-1414 / www. ynccla.org
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