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Four parents shared about their experiences of parenting children with disabilities at a seminar which took place at Christ Central of Southern Cali-
fornia on February 26. (From left to right: Brian Kim, Lisa Park, Jamie Lee, Elizabeth Smith, and Susanna Nam)

‘God Was There Every Step of the Way’

Four parents of children with special needs share spiritual journeys

BY RACHAEL LEE

Undoubtedly, being a parent of
a child with special needs comes
with unique challenges. But for
four parents, the journey of parent-
ing children with special needs has
also been filled with testimonies of
new discoveries and understand-
ings of God and the gospel.

These parents shared their sto-
ries at a seminar called, “The Road
Less Traveled,” hosted by Christ
Central of Southern California
(CCSC) on Sunday.

The panel of four parents shared
openly about various struggles
they have faced throughout their
children’s lives. Some shared the
shock they felt when discovering
that their child has, or would have,
a disability, as well as the confus-
ing dichotomy of feeling like there
is a wealth of resources, yet not any
specifically helpful to their children.
They shared the sadness they feel
as their children may not be able to
enjoy the activities that other chil-
dren do. They shared the feelings of
inadequacy and failure they strug-
gle with frequently — “going ata 110
percent and still feeling like we're
failing,” in the words of Jamie Lee,
whose four-year-old son Shane has
Down syndrome. Some shared the
amount of specialized care and ex-
tra therapy that their children need
due to their disabilities. Still others
shared the concern and uncertainty
they feel for their children who may
fall or get injured at any moment.

But in the midst of those chal-
lenges, these parents also had de-
fining moments of recommitment

to God, rediscovery of God's love,
and deeper understanding of the
gospel.

For instance, when Jamie Lee
and her husband Andrew learned
during pregnancy that their son
would be born with Down syn-
drome, there was a sense of ex-
pectation from others that they
should terminate the pregnancy,
she recalled. Yet that became an
opportunity for them to place their
faith in God.

“We had to go back to the gos-
pel and see what is true,” Lee said.
Though the couple was faced with
a challenge completely unfamiliar
to them, they had “great confi-
dence in the God who does know
all things,” she added.

Lisa Park, whose eight-year-old
son Desmond has autism, shared
that for a period during her par-
enting journey, she struggled with
depression.

“It was a battle of being that su-
permom and thinking that | had
to do everything and it still wasn't
enough,” said Park. “It made me
realize what the gospel meant —
that I'm truly insufficient.”

For Brian Kim, the journey of
parenting has been one of witness-
ing God's faithfulness, he said.
Kim’s 14-year-old son David has
a physical disability due to com-
plications he had at two years
old, when he had a seizure and a
stroke that led to a coma, and the
right hemisphere of his brain was
severely damaged as a result. After
he woke up from the coma about
three months later, he was para-
lyzed throughout the left side of

his body. Though the doctors at
the time said that he may not be
able to walk or talk, today, David
can walk with a cane, and “talks to
the point that he can be a chatter-
box,” Kim said.

“In hindsight, God was there
every step of the way, every time
we faced uncertainty,” he recalled.
“We didn't know what to do or
how to prepare ourselves, but God
was there for our family.”

Elizabeth Smith, whose 12-
year-old son lan also has autism,
shared that her parenting journey
has been for her one of discovering
God's love in new ways.

“I've learned so much about God’s
love and who He is because of lan,”
she said, “and the journey hasn't
ended — it’s an ongoing process.”

Harold Kim, senior pastor of
CCSC who shared remarks in the
beginning of the seminar, said that
though not everyone may have a
disability, for every Christian, “God
has placed some kind of wound or
weakness” that other people may
not notice, but “you see it, feel it,
and it has profound effects.”

“Most attractive for Christ Cen-
tral and every church is not my
strength, most relatable is not my
strength — it’s our weakness,” Kim
wenton. “Perhaps the greatest gos-
pel qualification is not how strong
you are, but let’s look at how weak
you are. How have you suffered?
Have you suffered well? Has God
shown his strength in your weak-
ness?”

“David defeated Goliath not in
spite of his weakness,” Kim added,
“put because of his weakness.”

From Mother to Daughter,
Church to Child,
Instilling ‘Godfidence’ in Girls

BY RACHAEL LEE

After several years of doing par-
ent-child events for the girls and
boys of the children’s ministry,
this year, Living Hope Community
Church hosted an event for girls in
kindergarten through 6th grade
and their mothers, called “Love
You to Pieces.”

For this year, the church hoped
to instill in the girls the confidence
that comes from the gospel, Living
Hope’s children’s ministry direc-
tor Min Song Lee explained.

“In Colossians 2:17, it says that
Jesus holds us together, and | do
think that while it refers to the
whole body of Christ as the church,
it also means that he holds our
lives as broken people individu-
ally,” said Lee.

“There is beauty in the broken-
ness and the mess, and Jesus has
the power to piece it all together
and bring it back into the form it
was intended to be.”

“As these girls are going through
doubts about who they are, |
thought it would be helpful to re-
mind them that those are valid
feelings, and definite struggles,
even though they're young, and

that Jesus is the glue that holds us
together.”

About 130 mothers, daughters,
and church staff and volunteers at-
tended the event, which took place
on February 19. The mothers and
daughters had dinner together, lis-
tened to aguest speaker who spoke
on identity in Christ, and heard
the testimony of a fellow mother.
Then, daughters participated in
a painting activity while mothers
wrote letters to their daughters in
a separate room on what it means
for women to be used by God and
to be “put together” by Him. The
event came to an emotional close
as mothers and daughters prayed
together at the end.

“Our hope was that the girls
would have ‘Godfidence’ as they
walked out of the event,” Lee said.

The term ‘Godfidence’ refers to
the idea that while self-confidence
is earned through the work in this
world, “Godfidence is grace — the
work has been completed by Je-
sus,” explained Lee.

Living Hope has been hosting
such parent-child events over the
past several years to foster more
partnership between the children’s
ministry and parents.

Over 100 mothers, daughters, and church staff and volunteers attended Living Hope’s ‘Love You
to Pieces’ event on February 19. (Photos: Living Hope Community Church)

Greg Laurie, Franklin Graham, and Two Dozen Other Leaders
Encourage Christians to Make 2017 ‘The Year of Good News’

A group of more than two
dozen Christian leaders signed a
letter published on Tuesday enu-
merating the need for Christians
to make the year of 2017 the “Year
of Good News,” and encouraging
them to share the gospel.

“In a time of fake news, dis-
tracting news, divisive news, dis-
orderly news, and, sometimes,
depressing news, we — as Chris-
tians and as leaders — want to
recommit ourselves to making

sure that the Good News of Je-
sus cuts through it all,” the letter
states. “We call upon Christians
in America to make 2017 ‘The
Year of Good News.”

The letter, which was written
by Greg Laurie of the Harvest
Crusades, was signed by leaders
such as Al Mohler of the Southern
Baptist Theological Seminary,
Franklin Graham of the Billy Gra-
ham Evangelistic Association, au-
thor Max Lucado, Russell Moore

of the Southern Baptist Conven-
tion’s Ethics and Religious Liber-
ty Commission, and Samuel Ro-
driguez of the National Hispanic
Christian Leadership Conference,
among others.

“We need a national miracle to
heal our political, racial, and cul-
tural divisions, and that miracle
is found in the power of Jesus to
change our hearts,” the letter con-
tinues.

“Therefore, we commit to

preach louder than our nation’s
politics, and we aim to make the
message of Jesus Christ tran-
scend the monopoly of our me-
dia. We confess our only hope of
unity is on the level ground at the
foot of the cross of Jesus, and our
only hope of healing is in the vic-
tory achieved through His empty
tomb.”

Through the letter, Laurie also
calls on Christians to share the
gospel with “everyone they can at

every opportunity they can,” and
on pastors to “preach the Gospel
boldly and pray intentionally for
revival.”

The letter is open for signature
to the public, and the leaders have
urged Christians to use the #Yearof-
GoodNews on social media.

“Share this with your friends
and let's make Good News go vi-
ral,” wrote Franklin Graham in a
Facebook post in which he shared
the letter.

Tim Keller Will No Longer Serve as Redeemer’s Senior Pastor Come This Summer

Tim Keller announced on February 26 that
he will be stepping down from his senior
pastoral position at Redeemer Presbyte-
rian Church.

Local Churches and Ministries

rtisingand donations

F(213)402-5136

Renowned author and pastor
Tim Keller of Redeemer Presby-
terian Church will no longer be
serving as the senior pastor of the
New York City church starting this
summer, Keller announced on
Sunday.

In awritten statement posted on
the church website, Keller shared
that he will be serving full-time
through the Redeemer City to
City ministry “to teach and train
the next generation of leaders
and pastors who will accelerate a
movement of church planting and
gospel renewal for the good of the
city.”

He also shared that the church

Sunday Celebration Services:9 AM & 11 AM
Wednesday College Fellowship: 7 PM

T.(949) 385-3051 / www.ocbethel.com

18700 Harvard Ave, Building C, Irvine, CA 9261

will transition from being a three-
campus multisite church, to three
separate, independent churches
with their own senior pastors and
elder boards.

“The mission of Redeemer has
always been to be a church that
serves the city,” said Keller in the
statement. “Starting July 1, we
will embody that mission in a
new form by actualizing our long-
stated plan of shifting from being
asingle large church with multiple
congregations to becoming a fam-
ily of smaller churches.”

Of his new full-time position at
Redeemer City to City, Keller said:
“Through the Rise Campaign we

PAsToR JusTiN Kim

Sunday School: 11:30 AM

Sunday Services: 9:30 AM & 11:30 AM

College Group Meetings: Fridays at 6 PM

5005 Edenhurst Ave, Los Angeles, CA 90039
T.(818) 549-9191 / www.charis.church

embarked on together last year,
we laid out a strategy of hundreds
of churches from various denomi-
nations starting over the next ten
years — churches that exist not for
themselves but for the city. I am
honored to take my place in that
strategy as a teacher and trainer,
while also continuing to have a
presence and teaching role in the
three Redeemer churches.”

“The gospel is a living force, al-
ways sending and giving — and
as | am sent in a new way now,
so is every member of Redeemer,
to love and serve this great city,”
Keller added.

Bethany Jenkins, a member of

PasTor SunG CHANG

Placentia Site Sunday Services: 10 AM

Redeemer and director of the Faith
& Work Initiative of The Gospel
Coalition, shared the news on Sun-
day through Twitter: “Big day for @
RedeemerNYC, as @timkellernyc
announced he’s stepping down as
senior pastor as of July 1.”

Keller also responded to
tweets regarding his transition.
One Twitter user asked, “@tim-
kellernyc, now that the pulpit of
@RedeemerNYC is gone will @
RedeemerCTC have more or less
of you?”

“I'll have more time for many
different endeavors including @
RedeemerCTC,” Keller responded,
referring to the City to City ministry.

PasTor HAROLD Kim

Artesia Site Sunday Services:

11:30 AM, 12:45PM

Artesia: 11841 178th St, Artesia, CA 90701
Placentia: 500 Bradford Ave, Placentia, CA 92870
| . T.(562) 246-0363 / www.christcentralsc.com
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Trump Administration Reverses
Obama-Era Transgender Bathroom Directive

In a letter jointly signed by the
Education and Justice Departments
on February 22, the Trump adminis-
tration rescinded a directive given to
public schools during the Obama era
to allow students to use sex-segregat-
ed facilities according to their gender
identity.

The Obama administration issued
the directive in 2016, saying that the
non-discrimination clauses in Title IX
of the Education Amendments 0f 1972
protect students from discrimination
on the basis of sex, which they inter-
preted to include gender identity.

The Trump administration said in
the letter that the directive does not
“contain extensive legal analysis or
explain how the position is consistent
with the express language of Title 1X,
nor did they undergo any formal pub-
lic process.”

The letter goes on to say that the
administration decided to rescind
the directive “in order to further and
more completely consider the legal
issues involved. The Departments [of

Justice and of Education] thus will
not rely on the views expressed within
them.”

Though the Obama-era directive
did not add any additional rules or
regulations, it sparked much debate
as activists on both sides of the aisle
marked its significance. LGBT activ-
ists argued that the directive gave
further protections for transgender
students, while conservatives argued
that it was an overreach in interpret-
ing the law and violated the privacy of
students.

“Trump’s actions do not change
the law itself — transgender students
remain protected by Title IX of the
Education Amendments of 1972 —
but abandoning the guidance inten-
tionally creates confusion about what
federal law requires,” said Rachel B.
Tiven, CEO of Lambda Legal.

“This move is good for parents
and good for families,” said Russell
Moore, the president of the Ethics &
Religious Liberty Commission of the
Southern Baptist Convention. “Chil-

dren are not pawns of the state to be
used to advance the latest fashionable
‘right side of history’ cause. Christians
must continue to insist that the world-
view of the sexual revolution harms
men and women and advocate for the
inherent dignity of all.”

After the Obama administration
directive was issued in May 2016, a
dozen states sued the Department of
Justice and the Department of Edu-
cation, and a Texas judge temporarily
blocked the directive from taking ef-
fect in August.

However, a federal appeals court re-
ferred to the Obama administration’s
bathroom directive when ruling in
favor of a teenager who sued a school
district for prohibiting the use of re-
strooms according to gender identity.
Oral arguments regarding this case
involving teenager Gavin Grimm are
scheduled to be heard by the Supreme
Court on March 28. The newly issued
letter by the Trump administration
may affect the high court’s decision
on the case.

Montana Senate Passes Unprecedented Bill

Restricting Abortion Even in Case of Emergency

The Montana state Senate passed
a bill that would require doctors who
terminate a pregnancy after 24 weeks
for medical emergencies to try to do
so by inducing labor or cesarean sec-
tion, and then to try to give life sup-
port to the baby.

Abortion is already banned in the
state, but the current state law makes
exceptions to save the mother’s life
during late-term pregnancy. The bill
would make that current law even
more restrictive to effectively ban
abortions all together by requiring
the doctors to try keeping the baby
alive.

Those who violate the measure
would be charged with felony.

Most say the bill is unlikely to be-
come law, as Montana Governor
Steve Bullock has expressed support
for abortion and will likely veto the
measure. The Senate, which voted
32-18 in support of the bill on Febru-
ary 23, failed to gather two-thirds of
the votes in favor of the bill to be able
to override a possible veto.

Senator Albert Olszewski, who is
the bill’s primary sponsor, said the
bill was “inspired by a real situation, a
situation where a late-term pregnan-

4

The Montana state capitol pictured in 2012. The Montana state Senate passed a bill that would place
more restrictive measures to the current state abortion law. (Photo: Tracey Elizabeth / CC)

cy put a woman in a life-threatening
condition and had to deal with this
horrible decision of being told she
had to terminate this pregnancy.”
The bill offers “two methods of
terminating a pregnancy,” Olszewski
said, and “both would produce a live
birth and it’s safe for the mother.”
Critics of the bill, such as Senator

Diane Sands, say it’s too extreme.

“They either have to be a miracle
worker or a felon,” Sands was quoted
by the Chicago Tribune as saying. “It's
by far the most extreme measure I've
seen ever proposed in Montana.”

Planned Parenthood Montana has
stated that it would challenge the bill
in court if it becomes law.

Egypt’s Coptic Christians Flee Their Homes to
Escape Violence in Sinai Peninsula

More than 100 Coptic Christian
families have fled their homes in
the Sinai Peninsula in Egypt due to
rising levels of violence against the
religious group in recent months, ac-
cording to media reports.

In just the past month alone, seven
Coptic Christians have been killed
in the Sinai Peninsula, including the
most recent February 23 incident of
a man who was shot and killed in
front of his wife and family.

In December, more than 25 were
killed at a suicide bombing incident
at a major Coptic cathedral in Cairo.

Though no one has taken respon-
sibility for the attacks, most believe
they were carried out by the Sinai

Province branch of the Islamic State,
known as the Wilayat Sinai.

The Wilayat Sinai published a vid-
eo online on February 19 threatening
to kill all Christians in the region.

“There will be more operations in
the near future, if God wills it, as you
are our first target and our preferred
target in our war,” the video states.

“You followers of the Cross, you
traitors of all ties — know that war-
riors of the Islamic State are watch-
ing you, and our blessed invasion
won't be our last on you. Because
what's coming is worse and hotter
than boiling oil, so wait and see, we
will be victorious,” it continues.

Egyptian media and the Christian

community in Egypt estimate that
about 118 Coptic Christian families
have fled their homes in Al-Arish, lo-
cated in the Sinai Peninsula.

Most of these internally displaced
families have taken shelter in Ismail-
ia province, according to Egyptian
media, and are being provided with
housing and resources from the gov-
ernment.

Some are staying in private resi-
dences and churches.

“They're exhausted, with urgent
needs for food and children’s cloth-
ing,” Nabil Shukrallah of the Evan-
gelical Church, told the Associated
Press. “They’re terrified of the vio-
lence and brutality.”

Some 5 Million in South Sudan May Face
Food Shortages Without Added Aid, Humanitarians Say

Humanitarian agencies are urging
the international community to help
provide food and resources in South
Sudan, saying that as many as 5 mil-
lion people will face extreme food
shortages by the summer if agencies
and governments do not act.

According to an update on Febru-
ary 20 from the agencies, more than
40 percent of South Sudan’s popula-
tion are “urgently” in need of food.

“More than one million children
are currently estimated to be acutely
malnourished across South Sudan;
over a quarter of a million children
are already severely malnourished.
If we do not reach these children
with urgent aid many of them will
die,” said Jeremy Hopkins, a UNI-
CEF Representative in South Su-
dan, in a joint statement released by
the Food and Agriculture Organiza-

tion of the United Nations (FAO),
the United Nations Children’s Fund
(UNICEF), and the World Food Pro-
gramme (WFP).

“We urge all parties to allow hu-
manitarian  organizations unre-
stricted access to the affected popu-
lations, so we can assist the most
vulnerable and prevent yet another
humanitarian catastrophe,” Hop-
kins added.

The agencies also said that the
food shortage crisis is “man-made,”
and is the result of years of conflict
and violence in the country.

“It has not been sudden,” George
Fomiyen, a spokesman of the FAO
at Juba, told CNN. “Food insecurity,
hunger, malnutrition has been get-
ting steadily worse since the conflict
started three years ago.”

Humanitarian agencies are asking

governments and donors for added
efforts to help alleviate the crisis.
Fomiyen told CNN that the FAO
must secure more funds within the
next six months to provide the re-
sources needed in the country.

Perry Mansfield, the national di-
rector of World Vision which is part-
nering with the FAO to provide food
in South Sudan, said that “if aid,
funding and deliveries are not imme-
diately scaled up we should expect to
see children facing starvation.”

“The rainy season is only weeks
away and once that arrives the
roads become impassable, meaning
that millions of people will be cut off
from aid,” Mansfield said. “We have
a small and rapidly closing window
of opportunity to get food into these
remote areas, to preposition it, be-
fore itis too late.”
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