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Dr. Faith Kim: Pioneer and Teacher
Who Places Her Faith in the ‘Can-Do’ God

Professor of over 30 years shares
the key to enduring the struggles of ministry and pioneering

BY RACHAEL LEE

Those who feel the burden of
paving paths in places there were
none will find a dear friend and
teacher in Dr. Faith Kim, who
has been a pioneer herself in
many respects.

Known most for her seasoned
teaching career of over 30 yearsat
Golden Gate Baptist Theological
Seminary (now known as Gate-
way Seminary), Kim was one of
few Korean women who pursued
ministry and attended seminary
in her day. She received her mas-
ter's in Christian education at
Moody Bible Institute in 1967,
another master’'s in Christian
ministry from Wheaton College
in 1971, and her doctoral degree
from Golden Gate in 1987.

But as fellow pioneers may re-
late, Kim'’s journey in ministry,
and in being the first in many of
her pursuits, consisted of many
struggles. She experienced the
pain of seeing division, betrayal,
and split in the church. She faced
discrimination, subtle and obvi-
ous, as a Korean and as a wom-
an. She experienced the loss that
resulted from a house fire, and
saw the difficulties of parenting
in an immigrant family.

Kim said it was her faith in

God’s power that has strength-
ened her to persevere through
the trials.

“To God, a mountain is a speck
of dust. For us, it's a mountain,
but not to God,” Kim said. “God’s
thoughts are not our thoughts.
And because we have a can-do
God, I can do all things through
Him.”

“To God, a mountain is
a speck of dust.
For us, it's a mountain,
but not to God.”

Her ‘can-do’ faith may have
been among the factors that have
driven, and continue to drive, her
passion for education and build-
ing God’s kingdom even until
today. Kim and her husband
are donors to several Christian
institutions, including Wheaton
College, Golden Gate, and Ko-
rea Baptist Theological Univer-
sity. Though she retired from her
teaching position at Golden Gate
in 2012, she currently teaches
classes at Korea Baptist Theo-
logical University.

Kim’s focus on education has

Where Do Christians Stand on
Marriage, Online Dating, and
Cohabitation?

A new study released earlier
this month explored current day
opinions on marriage, online dat-
ing, and cohabitation, and where
Christians fall in that map.

On marriage, the Barna Group
study, which was released on Feb-
ruary 9, found that while just a
little over half of the general adult
population are married (52 per-
cent), a higher proportion of prac-
ticing Christians and evangelicals
(59 percent) are married. Among
evangelicals alone, the proportion
was even higher: 67 percent of
evangelicals are married.

However, the proportion of
Christians who are divorced is the
same as that of the general popula-
tion, the study found. Among prac-
ticing Christians, 25 percent have
been divorced, and the same rate
was found for evangelical Chris-
tians (25 percent) and the general
adult population (25 percent).

Christians were also among
those who supported cohabitation,
though the likelihood that they
supported it was much lower than
those with no faith. While 88 per-
cent of those with no faith agreed
that “it's a good idea to live with
one’s significant other before get-
ting married,” 41 percent of practic-
ing Christians, 35 percent of born-
again Christians, and 6 percent of
evangelicals said the same.

But among those who disagreed
with the idea, “religious reasons”
was the most prominent reason
for not supporting cohabitation (34
percent).

Otherreasonsthatsurvey respon-
dents didn’t agree with cohabiting
before marriage included, “I don’t
believe people should have sex be-
fore getting married” (28 percent),
“It isn’'t practical or doesn’t make
sense” (16 percent), and family or
traditions (12 percent).

The study also found that the
majority of the general adult popu-
lation have not tried online dating
at all (72 percent), and 52 percent
said they would never try the ser-

Local Churches and Ministries
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vice. Evangelicals were most likely
to shy away from online dating, as
75 percent said they would never
use it. Only 9 percent said they
have used it once or twice, and 1
percent use it regularly.

Roxanne Stone, the editor in
chief of the Barna Group, said that
ideas around romance, and mar-
riage in particular, have changed
in recent years.

“While once viewed as the pri-
mary end goal for romantic rela-
tionships, the institution of mar-
riage now seems to be under great
scrutiny,” Stone said. “The ‘trials
and errors’ of dating now include
living together as an assumed, final
hurdle before marriage. In 2014,
we found that while 82 percent of
Millennials want to get married
some day, they want to wait until
they feel more fully developed as a
person (770 percent), are financially
established (69 percent), and have
lived together (60 percent). A full
30 percent of Milliennials aren’t so
sure about marriage at all -- they
express doubt as to whether or not
they even believe in the conven-
tional form of marriage.”

Stone encouraged church lead-
ers to take these factors into con-
sideration in evaluating the way
they minister to young adults.

“Are your ministries set up to
meet the fundamental needs of
that age group: career building,
personal formation, social activi-
ties, friendship and the complexi-
ties of singleness and dating? Do
you talk about the benefits and
risks of online dating? Are you hav-
ing frank conversations about sex?
Are you able to offer a believable
reason for why people shouldn't
live together before marriage?”

“Churches are often afraid to
address these questions outside
of youth group -- but increasingly,
young adults need this kind of
guidance. They are skeptical that
the church is relevant to their lives
-- or that faith has answers for
them,” said Stone.

Sunday Celebration Services:9 AM & 11 AM
Wednesday College Fellowship: 7 PM

T.(949) 385-3051 / www.ocbethel.com

18700 Harvard Ave, Building C, Irvine, CA 9261

been on ministering across cul-
tural lines, as she taught leader-
ship formation of multicultural
ministry at Golden Gate, and two
of the centers that resulted from
the Kims' donations focused
on global missions: the David
and Faith Kim School of Global
Missions at Golden Gate, and
the David and Faith Kim Global
Vision Center at Korea Baptist
Theological University.

Kim has emphasized to her
students that all people — across
gender, age, and ethnic lines —
share at least one thing in com-
mon: they are God’s children. In
order to embrace people of all
backgrounds, one must break
down the ‘fantasy box,” as she
callsit.

“It's the notion that if you are
not in the box, if you don’t think
the same way | do, then you are
my enemy,” Kim explained. It's
a process of “re-creating” people
according to a person’s own be-
liefs, she added, and in that way,
subconsciously “playing God.”

“Towork with people, you have
to honor other people’s choices,
and be firm in your sense of self
and ‘yes’ feeling,” said Kim.

That ‘yes’ feeling is the very
thing she herself held on to dur-
ing her moments of trial — the

Dr. Faith Kim has taught for over 30 years at Golden Gate Baptist Theological Seminary (currently

known as Gateway Seminary).

faith in the can-do God that al-
lows the believer to say, “Yes, |
can do this in Him.”

Kim believes that, in contrast
to the world’s focus on the re-
sults and the achievements, it's
the faith during the process — in
the midst of the letdowns and the

messiness — that God pays atten-
tion to.

“God sees the process rather
than the results. The process is
the result,” she said. “Through-
out the process, God is asking
us, ‘Are you relying on my power
which can do all things?”

Ruben Nufio (left) was among the panelists featured at the Reimagining Religion Conference that took place at the University of Southern
California on February 9.

L.A. Ministry Leaders Discuss the Importance of
Diversity and Space at Reimagining Religion Conference

BY RACHAEL LEE

“Los Angeles is American Prot-
estantism in 20 years,” according
to Andrew Johnson, a research
associate with the Center for Reli-
gion and Civic Culture (CRCC) at
the University of Southern Cali-
fornia.

At a conference hosted by the
CRCC held on February 9 called
“Reimagining Religion,” Johnson
and leaders in the Christian com-
munity of Los Angeles discussed
the diversity that the city offers,
and how that affects the way pas-
tors and leaders minister to oth-
ers, during the first session of the
conference, called “Place Mat-
ters.”

“L.A. has been at the cutting
edge of American Protestantism
for more than a century, which
makes L.A. the perfect place to
ask how evangelical Christianity
is changing at a time when the
movement is undergoing a pro-
found identity crisis,” organizers
of the conference stated in a de-
scription of the session.

Indeed, Johnson said that the
diversity of the city puts it a step
ahead of many other cities in the

PAsToR JusTiN Kim
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nation in several ways.

For instance, he said that “mul-
tiethnic congregations are the
gold standard” in churches in this
region, and that moreover, “L.A.
pushes us away from thinking of
multiethnic as white and other
ethnic groups.”

Johnson has, on numerous oc-
casions, come across multieth-
nic congregations in which the
majority were mixtures of Afri-
can American, Asian American,
or Latino American members,
though the different congrega-
tions may have different propor-
tions of these ethnic groups.

This portrait of diversity found
in L.A. is what American Protes-
tantism may look like in the fu-
ture, he explained.

The session also featured a
panel of speakers, including Ben
Falcioni of Hope International
Bible Fellowship; Ruben Nufio of
Union Church of Los Angeles; and
Judith Tiersma Watson from the
School of Intercultural Studies at
Fuller Theological Seminary, who
shared their own experiences of
ministering in the diverse city.

Watson emphasized the need
for churches to be proactive in be-
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ing an agent of positive change in
the city.

“Are we just using the space,
or are we contributing to that
space?” Watson posed. “We need
to create culture, rather than just
consuming the space.”

Nufio mentioned another layer
of diversity in Los Angeles: the
diversity across socioeconomic
lines. He said that exemplifying
love between members of the
church that come from vastly
different socioeconomic back-
grounds — an African American
doctor and an African American
who is homeless, for instance —
is just as challenging as showing
love across racial lines.

The conference took place from
9 AM to around 4 PM at USC’s
Town & Gown. Other topics dis-
cussed during the conference
included the question of who de-
cides authentic practices of reli-
gionwhen they are in contexts dif-
ferent from the religion’s origins;
the different voices that emerged
in the African American commu-
nity after the #BlackLivesMatter
movement; and the rise of the
‘religious nones’ and the implica-
tions of that increase.

PasTor HAROLD Kim

Artesia Site Sunday Services:

11:30 AM, 12:45PM

Artesia: 11841 178th St, Artesia, CA 90701
Placentia: 500 Bradford Ave, Placentia, CA 92870
| . T.(562) 246-0363 / www.christcentralsc.com
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Archaeologists found fragments of the jars in which the Dead Sea Scrolls were contained. (Photo: Casey L. Olson and Oren Gutfeld / Hebrew Univer-
sity)

Archaeologists Discover 12th Cave that
Once Contained the Dead Sea Scrolls

Archaeologists have discovered a
cave which they believe once housed
the Dead Sea Scrolls, famous for
containing the earliest copy of some
of the Judeo-Christian texts, they an-
nounced on February 9.

It was believed until recently that
only 11 caves in the Qumran region
contained the scrolls. However, the
excavation at this 12th cave brought
about sufficient evidence that it had
once contained Dead Sea Scrolls and
that those scrolls were looted.

“Although at the end of the day
no scroll was found, and instead we
‘only’ found a piece of parchment
rolled up in a jug that was being
processed for writing, the findings
indicate beyond any doubt that the
cave contained scrolls that were sto-
len,” Dr. Oren Gutfeld, researcher at
Hebrew University’s Institute of Ar-
chaeology, said in a statement. “The
findings include the jars in which
the scrolls and their covering were

hidden, a leather strap for binding
the scroll, a cloth that wrapped the
scrolls, tendons and pieces of skin
connecting fragments, and more.”

The excavation was led by the ‘Op-
eration Scroll’ team, which is com-
prised of archaeologists from Hebrew
University, the Israel Antiquities Au-
thority, the Israel Nature and Parks
Authority, and the Civil Administra-
tion of Judea and Samaria.

A team of students and professors
from Liberty University, led by dis-
tinguished research professor Ran-
dall Price, also assisted in the dig.

This is the first discovery related
to the Dead Sea Scrolls made in 60
years.

“l knew the cave had potential,”
Price said in a Liberty University
article. “This is only the beginning
of our search for more scrolls. Un-
doubtedly, they are out there, and
we know of some 300 caves in the
area. Our team is planning to return

to excavate other caves in the near
future.”

Lamar Cooper, senior professor
of Old Testament and archaeology
at Criswell College who first partici-
pated in excavations in the Qumran
region in 20086, told the Baptist Press
that such excavations “tells [him]
more and more that everything that
happened at that place is what the
Bible says.”

He added that findings like this
12th cave are significant to him and
the seminary community, who “stand
strong on the Bible -- the authentic-
ity of Scripture.”

The Dead Sea Scrolls include texts
written in Hebrew, Aramaic, and
Greek, and the earliest texts were
written in the 4th century BC. The
documents not only contain some of
the earliest texts found in the Bible,
but also include secular texts that re-
veal what life was like in the times of
Jesus.

Southern States Continue to Be Most Religious,
With Mississippi Taking First for Nine Years in a Row

Of the 50 states in the U.S., those
in the South continue to be the most
religious, according to a recently re-
leased Gallup survey.

For the ninth year, Mississippi
came in as the most religious state,
with 59 percent its residents being
“very religious.” Alabama followed,
with 56 percent of very religious resi-
dents.

Other southern states that came in
the 10 most religious states include
South Carolina (52 percent), Arkan-
sas (52 percent), Louisiana (50 per-
cent), Tennessee (50 percent), Okla-
homa (49 percent) and Georgia (47
percent).

Only two states in the top 10 were
not from the South: Utah (54 percent)
and South Dakota (53 percent).

Vermont was found to be the least

religious state, as 21 percent were
“very religious.” Maine (23 percent)
and Massachusetts (25 percent) fol-
lowed.

The survey classified residents as
“very religious,” “moderately reli-
gious,” or “nonreligious” based on
their survey responses on how im-
portant they believe religion is, and
how often they attend church, Gallup
explained.

“Very religious Americans say reli-
gion is important to them and report
attending services every week or al-
most every week,” the study states.
“Nonreligious Americans are those
for whom religion is not important
and who seldom attend religious ser-
vices. Moderately religious Ameri-
cans meet just one of the criteria,
saying either religion is important or

that they attend services almost ev-
ery week or more often.”

Frank Newport, the editor-in-chief
of Gallup, said that while there are
no “clear-cut” explanations to the
differing levels of religiosity state-
by-state, much of it may have to do
with a state’s culture, “which in turn
derives from many years of religious
history.”

“Children in highly religious states
generally end up being more reli-
gious than children who grow up in
less religious states,” said Newport.
“Persons moving to Mississippi may
find themselves more likely to attend
religious services because so many
others are doing so, while persons
moving to Vermont may be less in-
clined to attend because so few of
their neighbors do.”

Trump Administration Cancels Stay Request for
Case on Transgender Bathroom Directive

The federal government has can-
celed a request to an appeals court
judge asking for the Obama admin-
istration’s guidance on bathrooms to
remain in place for several states.

The withdrawal was filed on Feb-
ruary 10 to the Fifth Circuit Court of
Appeals.

In 2016, the Obama administra-
tion issued a guidance to all public
schools, directing them to allow stu-
dents to use bathrooms according to
their gender identity.

However, 13 states sued the admin-
istration, during which case a federal
judge ruled in the suing states’ favor
and forbid schools across the coun-
try from applying the guidance. The
Obama administration thereafter
appealed, and asked the Fifth Cir-
cuit Court of Appeals to allow the
directive to apply to all other states
except for the 13 which sued the gov-
ernment. The hearing on that latter
request was scheduled to take place
on February 14, but the current De-
partment of Justice withdrew that
request.

The Trump administration has
previously shown support for the
LGBTQ community, and has stated
on January 30 that it would continue
protections placed by the Obama
administration for LGBTQ federal
workers. LGBT community activists
have expressed concern that the fed-
eral government is taking a step back
from its support.

“Our concern is thatit'savery clear
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All gender restrooms at the San Francisco Federal Reserve Bank, pictured in November of 2016.

(Photo: Ted Eytan / Flickr / CC)

signal that at a minimum the De-
partment of Justice — and possibly
more broadly throughout the Trump
administration — will not protect
transgender students,” said Sarah
Warbelow, legal director for the Hu-
man Rights Campaign.

The Human Rights Campaign and
other LGBT rights organizations sent
a letter to Attorney General Jeff Ses-
sions and Education Secretary Betsy
DeVos on Monday asking them to
keep the Obama administration
bathroom directive.

“Each of these guidance docu-
ments is based on years of careful
research to accurately reflect a sub-
stantial body of case law and proven

best practice from schools across the
country,” the organizations state in
the letter.

Meanwhile, conservatives like
Tony Perkins of the Family Research
Council lauded the move.

“The Trump administration is
right to stop the legal defense of an
indefensible edict that violates the
rights of parents and the privacy of
schoolchildren nationwide,” Perkins
stated. “While this is a welcome first
step, we are hopeful that the Trump
administration will formally with-
draw the Obama edict so that par-
ents and schools will remain free to
protect the privacy and safety of ev-
ery student.”
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Sunday Services:9 AM, 11 AM, and 2 PM Pastors Davip Lee &

Youth Services:
Sundays at 11 AM, Fridays at 7:30 PM Sun Hong

Sunday School: Sundays at 11 AM

24428 5. Vlermont Ave, Harbor City, CA90710 |8
T.(310) 530-4040 b |
www.cornerstonetv.com

Brea Campus Service Times: 9:30 AM, 11:30AM  PAsTOR STEVE CHoI
Irvine Campus Service Time: 10:30 AM

Brea: 695 Madison Way, Brea, CA 92821
Irvine: 100 Honors, Irvine, CA 92620
T.(714) 529-5551 / crossway-church.com

PasTtor Tim PARK

Sunday Services: 9 AM & 10:45 AM
Children's Ministry Services: 9 AM & 10:45 AM
Youth Services: Sundays at 9 AM, Wednesdays at 6:30 PM
College Services: Sundays at 10:45 AM

3255 S. Diamond Bar Blvd, Diamond Bar, CA 91765
T.(909) 594-7604 / www.efreedb.org

EM Sunday Service: 12:00 PM PasTor JAMES KwAk
Children's & Youth Services: 10:30 AM

Friday Night Bible Study (Jr. High - Youg Adults): 7:30 PM

8500 Bolsa Ave., Westminster, CA 92683
T.(714) 891-2029 / www.oc1church.com

Sunday Service: 9:30 AM PAsToR RONNIE PARK
Children’s and Youth Services:

11:30 AM on Sundays, 8:00 PM on Fridays

od Stewards Church

2701 S Woodgate Dr, West Covina, CA 91792 L
T.(626) 913-6611/ www. gsch.org ‘&
>,

Sunday Services: 1:30 PM

Children's Ministry: 11 AM

Friday Worship: 7:30 PM

Dawn Prayers: 5:30 AM Tu~F; 6:30 AM Sat.

I First
Baptist Church

8132 Garden Grove Bl., Garden Grove, CA 92844
T.(714) 799-5673 / email : 8132gospelchurch@gamil.com

Pastor Won Lee

Sunday Services: 9 AM&11 AM PAsToR SAm KoH
Bible Studies: Wednesdays at 7 PM

Prayer Meetings: Tuesdays at 11 AM, Saturdays at 9 AM

side Church

2241 N. Eastern Ave, Los Angeles, CA 90032
T.(323) 909-9062 / www.hillsidela.org
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Sunday Services: 9:45 AM

2 Home Church

19271 Colima Rd. Suite A/B, Rowland Heights, CA 91748
T.(626) 384-1393 / thehomechurchrowland.com

Sunday Services: 11:30 AM

1750 N. Edgemont St, Los Angeles, CA 90027
T.(323) 913-4499 / www.crclafgc.com

Sunday Services: 2 PM PAsTOR SUNGWON ‘SJ’ JAHNG

3281 W 6th Street, Los Angeles, CA 90020
T.(213) 986-8496 / www.laopendoor.church

Sunday Services: 9 AM & 11 AM PAsTor STEVE CHANG
College Group Meetings:

Sundays at 12:30 PM, Fridays at 8 PM

1215 W. Lambert Road, Brea, CA 92821
T.(562) 694-2100 / www.livinghopecc.org

Sunday Services:
8:30AM, 9:45 AM & 11:15 AM

1831 South El Camino Real Encinitas, CA 92024 ~
T.(760) 753-2535 / www.redeemersd.org \ )

Sunday Services: 1 PM PasTtor DANIEL HAN
Youth Group Services:

Sundays at 11 PM, Thursdays at 7 PM

2525 James M. Wood Blvd, Los Angeles, CA 90006
T.(213) 487-3920 / www.ladongsan.com X I

Broadway Campus Sunday Services: PAsTOR MicHAEL LEe
9:45 AM, 11:15 AM, 12:45 PM
Jefferson Campus Sunday Services:

9:30AM, 11:30 AM

Broadway: 1721 North Broadway, LA, CA 90031
Jefferson: 150 W. Jefferson Blvd., LA, CA 90007
T.(323) 227-1414 / www. ynccla.org
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