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500 Lease Cash (must finance through Hyundai Motor Finance 5$500 Valued

Owner Coupon (Customer must be a current registered owner of a Hyundai vehicle
may not be combined with Competitive Owner Coupon) $5,495 total drive off. No
security deposit. Leasse responsible for excess wear and tear and mileage at 20¢
per excess mile after 30,000 total miles. Based on above average credit, not all
customers qualify, see dealer for details.
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36 month closed end lease on above average appro
customer plus $3,000 Lease Cash (must finance through Hyundai Motor Finance) plus $500 Valued
Owner Coupon (Customer must be a current registered owner of a Hyundai vehicle may not be
combined with Competitive Owner Coupon) $6,495 total drive off. No security deposit. Leasse

responsible for excess wear and tear and mileage at 20¢ per excess mile after 30,000 total miles.
Based on above average credit, not all customers qualify, see dealer for details.
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Korean Immigrant Church Looks to
New Beginnings with
‘1.5 Generation’ Senior Pastor

BY RACHAEL LEE

The new year truly marked a
new beginning for Gospel First
Korean Baptist Church, as they
ushered in a new senior pastor
who would lead both the Korean
ministry (KM) and the English
ministry (EM) of the church.

Rev. Won Lee, or ‘Pastor Won,’
as he’s affectionately called by
the members of the EM at the
church, took on the lead pasto-
ral role on January 1. For a lead
pastor position of a Korean im-
migrant church, Lee is an un-
conventional choice. While most
senior pastors of Korean immi-
grant churches are first genera-
tion Korean pastors, Lee spent
most of his formative years in
the U.S. as he immigrated from
Korea to the U.S. at the age of
11. He also spent many years in
ministry in churches with mostly
white congregations, such as his
lead pastoral role at First Baptist
Church of Long Beach.

BY RACHAEL LEE

Southern California was host to
a lineup of well-known speakers
and Christian artists for the ‘Send’
Conference which took place from
February 2 to 3 in Long Beach.

The conference, which was
hosted by two of the Southern
Baptist Convention’s mission
agencies: the North American
Mission Board and the Interna-
tional Mission Board, featured
speakers such as David Platt, the
president of the International

But Lee is not without experi-
ence in the Korean immigrant
community. He served for eight
years at Junimseun Church as
the EM pastor, and started the
EM at Korean Hope Presbyte-
rian Church. These experiences
gave Lee a firsthand look at the
challenges that the Korean im-
migrant church context presents,
as well as the variety of ways that
pastors could confront them.
During his time at Junimseun
Church, Lee was able to witness
a significant growth in numbers
in the EM, from the four mem-
bers that he started out with, to
200 members by the time he left.
He was also able to experience
the different ways that the KM
and EM could collaborate and
form a relationship, such as hav-
ing joint services multiple times
each year.

Lee said one of the bigger chal-
lenges of taking on this position
was that of preaching in both
Korean and English, but added

that he finds himself becoming
more and more comfortable with
preaching in Korean as the time
goes on.

There are also aspects that Lee
hopes to revitalize as the new se-
nior pastor for both ministries.
For instance, he hopes to see a
growth in the prayer lives of his
congregants, and has been en-
couraging the members to come
to early dawn prayers. He also
hopes to make the EM a multi-
ethnic congregation that reflects
the demographic of the Garden
Grove community. The EM has
been trying different methods of
outreach to welcome members
of the community to the church,
such as having basketball outings
and using evangelism tracts.

Lee currently preaches in Ko-
rean during the second service,
and in English during the third
service. Pastor Chun Lee, who
is also the worship pastor of the
church, preaches during the first
service.

Rev. Won Lee took on the role of senior pastor at Gospel First Korean Baptist Church at the begin-
ning of this year.

Thousands Attend ‘Send’ Conference,

Mission Board; Kevin Ezell,
president of the North American
Mission Board; Russell Moore,
president of the SBC's Ethics
& Religious Liberty Commis-
sion; Francis Chan, author and
church planter in San Francisco;
D. A. Horton, author and pastor
of Reach Fellowship; Jeff lorg,
president of Gateway Seminary;
Mark Dever, president of 9Marks
and pastor of Capitol Hill Baptist
Church; and Trip Lee, author
and hip hop artist. Phil Wick-
ham, Austin Stone Band, and

Rend Collective were among
those who led worship during
the conference.

The aim of the conference is
to mobilize people of all ages
and contexts — the whole gamut
of “students, business people,
soccer moms, church planters,
grandmothers, lawyers, pastors,
baristas, contractors,” as the con-
ference website states — to live
with a missional purpose wher-
ever they are, and wherever they
may go. Almost 4,000 attended,
according to Baptist Press.

After Overcoming His Own Challenges,
One Teen Aims to Give Hope Through Writing

BY JOHN LEE
TRANSLATED BY RACHAEL LEE

Since the day David Lee was
born, he was faced with chal-
lenges to overcome. He was
born prematurely, weighing 1.8
kilograms, and had retionpathy
and cerebral palsy. But at the
young age of 13, he has already
written 120 poems, and in 2016,
published his first collection of
poems called, ‘The Child Who
Walks in Wisdom.” At Sanctifi-
cation Presbyterian Church on
Sunday, Lee recited some of the
poems that he had written since
he was just 8 years old.

Every poem that was recited at
the event was greeted with a loud
applause. Lee’s poems, which
explored various themes such
as the Bible, nature, and family,
made listeners cry, and at other
times, laugh. The poet who chose
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to hope in God despite a hopeless
physical condition brought hope
to those who were listening to his
words.

“l prayed about what I would
become,” Lee said. “Through
poetry, | dreamed dreams. |
wanted to become a driver who
could drive ambulances and help
people who have disabilities like
me, or to become a doctor. But
through prayer and meditating
on the the Word, | decided to live
the life of a preacher of the gos-
pel who can heal the body and
the soul.”

Lee currently lives in Gyeonggi
province in South Korea with his
parents and two younger sisters.
His father, Rev. Geun Soo Lee,
decided to homeschool rather
than send his children to public
school. David Lee has read 10
chapters of the Bible each day,
and has been able to read the

Sunday Celebration Services:9 AM & 11 AM
Wednesday College Fellowship: 7 PM

T.(949) 385-3051 / www.ocbethel.com

18700 Harvard Ave, Building C, Irvine, CA 9261

entire Bible dozens of times. He
also has incredible command of
history.

At the event on Sunday, one
member of the audience asked
himwhat happenedinthe U.S.in
1961, and Lee was able to explain
in detail the events that occurred
from 1961 to 1963, much to the
surprise of those who attended.

“Just as it says in Numbers 6,

.. it is the responsibility of the
parents to show what it looks
like to love the Lord with all your
heart, all your mind, and all your
strength, and we must raise our
children as equals before the
Word,” said Rev. Lee. “l am a fa-
ther, but I must honestly confess
that | also have done wrong.”

“l was challenged by David,
who gained the wisdom to un-
derstand the history of the world
through the Scriptures,” said one
attendee of the event.

PAsToR JusTiN Kim

Sunday School: 11:30 AM

Sunday Services: 9:30 AM & 11:30 AM

College Group Meetings: Fridays at 6 PM

ris Mission Church

5005 Edenhurst Ave, Los Angeles, CA 90039
T.(818) 549-9191 / www.charis.church

Challenged to ‘Redefine’ Their Lives for Christ

In particular, as the conference
focused on the theme, ‘Redefine,’
attendees were challenged to re-
flect on what needs to be ‘rede-
fined’ in their lives in order for
them to fully live on mission —
whether that’s redefining iden-
tity, work, relationships, or other
aspects of their lives.

“God is opening Southern Bap-
tists’ eyes to the reality that each
of us has been sent by Him to
proclaim His Gospel wherever we
live right now and wherever He
leads us in the future,” Platt told

the Baptist Press.

“I’'m praying that the ripple ef-
fects of these two days will reach
far and wide as God uses the men
and women send out from this
conference to lead people and
people groups to Christ in the
days ahead,” Platt added.

The Long Beach conference
was one of three Send Confer-
ences that will be taking place this
year. The conference will also be
taking place in Dallas, TX from
May 19 to 20, and in Orlando, FL
from July 25 to 26.

Mission Agape Recognized by
Atlanta City Council for
Community Service

BY ANDERSON KIM
TRANSLATED BY RACHAEL LEE

Mission Agape, which has car-
ried out acts of love and service
toward those who are homeless
in downtown Atlanta, received
a proclamation on February 6
from the Atlanta City Council,
recognizing and honoring the
work of the organization.

Councilmember Mary Nor-
wood, who is one of the candi-
dates for mayor of the city, in-
troduced the work that Mission
Agape has done in the presence
of the 16 other city councilmem-
bers, and said, “I am proud of
the love and service that the
Korean community has shown
through Mission Agape, and |
am very grateful that we are able
to partner with them in metro
Atlanta.”

“I'm thankful that the city

council prepared this time to
honor us,” said James Song, the
president of Mission Agape. “We
may be of different race and reli-
gion, and we may not have a lot
in common, but | still think of us
as one family.”

“I want to credit this award to
the volunteers who have quietly
served for the past eight years,”
said one Mission Agape staff.
“Mission Agape will continue to
be at that place of service with an
unchanging heart, and strive to
be a serving hand.”

Mission Agape has offered
various programs and events
to serve the homeless, and has
also partnered with other orga-
nizations such as Hosea Feed
the Hungry. Over the last year,
the ministry prepared more
than 40,000 meals and provided
700 new coats, according to the
group’s website.

Mission Agape received a proclamation from the Atlanta City Council recognizing its ser-
vice to the community on February 6.

PasTor SunG CHANG
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PasTor HAROLD Kim
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. T.(562) 246-0363 / www.christcentralsc.com
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Betsy DeVos Confirmed as Education Secretary,
Amid Contentious Debate and Mixed Responses

Betsy DeVos was confirmed by the
Senate to head the nation’s Depart-
ment of Education on Tuesday with a
close vote of 51 to 50.

DeVos’ confirmation is being called
as one of the most contentious ones
yet, as it required an unprecedented
tie-breaking vote from the president
of the Senate, Vice President Mike
Pence. This marks the first time that
a Vice President was called to break a
tie in a confirmation vote for a Cabi-
net position.

The Secretary of Education re-
ceived more attention than most of
her predecessors, and her nomina-
tion had been highly controversial.
She received much criticism for her
performance during the confirmation
hearing in January, in which she had
difficulty answering many questions
about education policy.

DeVos’ critics also point to her lack
of experience in public education —
neither she nor her children have at-
tended public schools — and her lack
of professional experience in educa-
tion and politics as reasons she is un-
qualified for the position.

DeVos is also known to be an advo-
cate of charter schools and vouchers.

Maria Ferguson, the executive di-
rector of the Center on Education Pol-
icy, told The Atlantic that DeVos gar-
nered negative attention because she
represented “every negative aspect of

what people feel [education] reform-
ers are: white, entitled, wealthy, send
their kids to private school.”

“And when she finally took the
stand and had the opportunity to tell
the world who she was, she did a very
bad job of it,” Ferguson added, refer-
ring to the confirmation hearing.

Supporters of DeVos argue that
Democrats feel threatened by the
changes she will bring to the educa-
tion system as an outsider. For in-
stance, Senator Lamar Alexander of
Tennessee was quoted by the New
York Times as saying that DeVos
“led the most effective public school
reform movement over the last few
years.”

Meanwhile, responses from the
Christian community have also been
mixed.

On the one hand, some like Ralph
Reed, the founder and chairman of
the Faith & Freedom Coalition, de-
fend DeVos. In an op-ed for Fox news,
Reed described DeVos as a “convinc-
ing and passionate advocate for the
cause of school choice and greater
parental control over how and where
their children are educated.”

“In her worldview, education dol-
lars should follow the student to the
best available school whether it be
a traditional public school, charter
school or private school,” Reed said.

Rev. Robert Sirico of Action Insti-

tute pointed to DeVos’ Christian faith,
and told CBN News that DeVos is a
“solid evangelical Christian,” and that
sheis “orthodoxin her beliefs and per-
sonal commitment to Jesus Christ.”

On the other hand, her opponents,
including more than 2,700 alumni
of DeVos’ alma mater Calvin College,
say that they haven’t been convinced
that she is qualified. The Calvin alum-
ni signed a letter listing four main
concerns they have with DeVos, in-
cluding her “advocacy of and financial
contributions to religious and charter
schools,” among others.

DeVos is a member and elder at
Mars Hill Bible Church, a non-de-
nominational church in Grand Rap-
ids. She attended Holland Christian
High School before attending Calvin
College, where she graduated with
a degree in business administration
and political science. DeVos also pre-
viously held the title of chairperson
for the Michigan Republican Party.
Her husband, Dick DeVos, is son of
Richard DeVos, the owner of the Or-
lando Magic team, and co-founder of
Amway.

At a gathering of Christian philan-
thropists in 2001, DeVos said the she
and her husband hope to “confront
the culture in which we all live today
in ways which will continue to ad-
vance God’s kingdom, not to stay in
our own safe territories.”

Congress Introduces Legislation to Allow
Non-Profits to Make Political Endorsements

Members of the Congress intro-
duced legislation that would change
the Internal Revenue Service (IRS)’s
tax code to allow non-profit entities
to endorse or oppose political candi-
dates without having their tax-exempt
statuses revoked.

Under the Johnson Amendment
of 1954, non-profit groups — includ-
ing houses of worship, charities, and
universities — are not allowed to “par-
ticipate in, or intervene in (includ-
ing the publishing or distributing of
statements), any political campaign
on behalf of (or in opposition to) any
candidate for public office,” according
to the IRS tax code. Hence, churches
are allowed to have non-partisan vot-
er drives, for example, but they aren’t
allowed to endorse or oppose a can-
didate.

The law came into the limelight
recently as Trump made it one of his
main talking points during his presi-
dential campaign, and at the National
Prayer Breakfast on Thursday, Trump
reiterated that he would “get rid of and
totally destroy the Johnson Amend-
ment and allow our representatives of
faith to speak freely and without fear
of retribution.”

The recently introduced legisla-
tion, called The Free Speech Fairness
Act, would allow non-profits to make
statements in support of or in opposi-
tion to political campaigns if they are
“made in the ordinary course of the
organization’s regular and customary
activities in carrying out its exempt
purpose.” This means that churches
and other non-profits would still not
be allowed to actively participate in
political campaigning, but their tax-
exempt status wouldn’t be revoked if
they simply made political statements
in the course of their regular activi-
ties.

Those political statements must
also not incur “more than de mini-
mis” expenses, meaning, the minimal
amount of expenses. This portion of

Congress introduced a new act that aims to allow non-profits to endorse or oppose political cam-

paigns while maintaining their tax-exempt statuses. (Photo: ‘Cliff’ user on Flickr / CC)

the legislation would thus prohibit
non-profits from publishing or broad-
casting ads, or any other expensive
endeavors, on behalf of political cam-
paigns.

“Any nonprofit institution
shouldn’t have to worry about the
IRS watching and monitoring what
they say,” said Senator James Lank-
ford (R-Okla.), who introduced the
act in Senate, along with Steve Sca-
lise (R-La.) and Jody Hice (R-Ga.)
who introduced the act in the House
of Representatives.

“When you work for a nonprofit or-
ganization, you don’t lose your right to
assembly, you don't lose your right to
free press, you don’t lose your Second
Amendment rights, you don’t lose
your right to privacy. But for whatever
reason, we have said that if you work
for a nonprofit organization, you do
lose your right to free speech. That’s
absurd,” Lankford said.

Though Trump has focused on pas-
tors being unable to endorse politi-
cal candidates from the pulpit when
discussing the Johnson Amendment,
and though all of those who intro-
duced the act are Republican, this

legislation would allow endorsements
and opposition for all non-profit enti-
ties across the board.

“It's not obvious that the Free
Speech Fairness Act would favor
Republicans,” wrote Daniel Hemel,
an assistant professor of law at the
University of Chicago. “It would al-
low Planned Parenthood the same
freedom to endorse candidates that
it would give to, say, Samaritan’s
Purse.”

Some who are religious say that
they wouldn’t want pastors to take
political sides on the pulpit. Amanda
Tyler, the executive director of the
Baptist Joint Committee for Reli-
gious Liberty, was quoted by the New
York Times as saying that doing so
“would usher our partisan divisions
into the pews.”

In a September 2016 LifeWay Re-
search survey, 79 percent of Ameri-
cans said they do not believe it ap-
propriate for pastors to endorse
candidates during church services.
Meanwhile, 52 percent also said that
churches should not lose their tax-
exempt status for publicly taking a
political stance.

Trump Continues Obama’s
Non-Discrimination Order Protecting LGBT

The Trump administration stated
on January 30 that it would keep
employment protections for LGBT
workers provided by a 2014 executive
order.

“President Trump continues to be
respectful and supportive of LGBTQ
rights, just as he was throughout the
election,” the administration said in a
statement. “The president is proud to
have been the first ever GOP nominee
to mention the LGBTQ community in
his nomination speech, pledging then
to protect the community from vio-
lence and oppression.”

The 2014 executive order signed by
President Obama prohibited federal
hiring practices from discriminating
on the basis of gender identity (the
policy already barred discrimination

on the basis of sexual orientation). It
also prohibited contractors that do
business with the government from
discriminating on the basis of sexual
orientation and gender identity.

The announcement was received
with mixed responses. Some LGBT
activists, like Chad Griffin of the Hu-
man Rights Campaign, said that
Trump must do more to express his
commitment to the LGBT commu-
nity.

“Trump talks a big game on his sup-
port for LGBT people, yet he has filled
his cabinet with people who have lit-
erally spent their careers working to
demonize us and limit our rights,”
Griffin said. “Donald Trump has left
the key question unanswered -- will
he commit to opposing any executive

actions that allow government, em-
ployees, taxpayer-funded organiza-
tions, or even companies to discrimi-
nate?”

Meanwhile, conservatives pushed
Trump to ensure that religious orga-
nizations and companies would be
exempt from the policy.

“I am prayerfully confident that the
president and his team will issue an
executive order ensuring charitable
and religious organizations are not
prohibited, because of their biblical
views of marriage and human sexual-
ity, from receiving contracts or grants
from the federal government in order
to provide critical services to people
in need, like refugees and the home-
less,” said Tony Perkins, president of
the Family Research Council.
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Sunday Services: 9 AM&11 AM PasTor Sam KoH

Bible Studies: Wednesdays at 7 PM
Prayer Meetings: Tuesdays at 11 AM, Saturdays at 9 AM

2241 N. Eastern Ave, Los Angeles, CA 90032
T.(323) 909-9062 / www.hillsidela.org

Sunday Services: 9:45 AM

e Home Church

19271 Colima Rd. Suite A/B, Rowland Heights, CA 91748
T. (626) 384-1393 / thehomechurchrowland.com

Sunday Services: 11:30 AM

pssroads Church

1750 N. Edgemont St, Los Angeles, CA 90027
T.(323) 913-4499 / www.crclafgc.com i

Sunday Services: 2 PM PAsTOR SUNGWON ‘SJ’ JAHNG

ommunity Church

3281 W 6th Street, Los Angeles, CA 90020
T.(213) 986-8496 / www.laopendoor.church

Sunday Services: 9 AM & 11 AM PAsTor STEVE CHANG
College Group Meetings:

Sundays at 12:30 PM, Fridays at 8 PM

p ‘_ »
. R
ommunity Church L i
1215 W. Lambert Road, Brea, CA 92821 2 i
T.(562) 694-2100 / www.livinghopecc.org

Sunday Services:
8:30AM, 9:45 AM & 11:15 AM

1831 South El Camino Real Encinitas, CA 92024 3
T.(760) 753-2535 / www.redeemersd.org \ /

Sunday Services: 1 PM PasTtor DANIEL HAN
Youth Group Services:

Sundays at 11 PM, Thursdays at 7 PM

T.(213) 487-3920 / www.ladongsan.com ﬁ! N

Broadway Campus Sunday Services: Pastor MicHAEL LEE
9:45 AM, 11:15 AM, 12:45 PM
Jefferson Campus Sunday Services:

9:30AM, 11:30 AM

alebration Church

Broadway: 1721 North Broadway, LA, CA 90031
Jefferson: 150 W. Jefferson Blvd., LA, CA 90007
T.(323) 227-1414 / www. ynccla.org
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