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500 Lease Cash (must finance through Hyundai Motor Finance
Owner Coupon (Customer must be a current registered own:
may not be combined with Competitive Owner Coupon) $5,495 total drive off. No
security deposit. Leasse responsible for excess wear and tear and mileage at 20¢
per excess mile after 30,000 total miles. Based on above average credit, not all
customers qualify, see dealer for details.

er of a Hyundai vehicle
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ease for

Udl!l VCIU

1atthis offer GU286105
36 month closed end lease on above average appro
customer plus $3,000 Lease Cash (must finance through Hyundai Motor Finance) plus $500 Valued
Owner Coupon (Customer must be a current registered owner of a Hyundai vehicle may not be
combined with Competitive Owner Coupon) $6,495 total drive off. No security deposit. Leasse

responsible for excess wear and tear and mileage at 20¢ per excess mile after 30,000 total miles.
Based on above average credit, not all customers qualify, see dealer for details.

“ Broker Deal 2tog3fercr”

James Park 213.839.3332 Wl

° www.winhyundai.com

i B 3462N. Peck Rd., El Monte, CA 91731
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G2G-KODIA hosted a forum on contextual theology on January 30 at Fuller Theological Seminary.

‘All Theology Is Born Out of
Contextual Struggles and Questions’

G2G-KODIA hosts first forum of the year,
aiming to provide resources for contextual ministry

BY RACHAEL LEE

“Every theologian is historically
particular ... They all struggled
with their own particular contexts.
These people we consider giants of
theology struggled with their own
questions.”

Such was the case made by Dr.
Daniel Lee, director of the Cen-
ter for Asian American Theology
and Ministry at Fuller Theological
Seminary, whospokeataforumon
Monday hosted by G2G-KODIA.
The organization, which aims to
provide contextualized resources
for Asian Americans in ministry,
has produced Bible study curricu-
lum for Asian American youth,
and hosts events like this forum
on a monthly basis.

At the forum, which took place
at Fuller Theological Seminary,
Lee asserted that “all theology is
contextual,” and addressed the
implications of the term “contex-
tual theology” itself. The term, he
said, is evidence of the “white nor-
mativity” that is deeply ingrained
in theology. Every theologian,
when asked, “Is your theology
contextual?” would answer that
it is, Lee said, but not every theo-
logian would explicitly call their
work “contextualized” like some
Asian Americans or those of other
minority ethnic groups might.
Even the act of calling something
“contextual theology” assumes
that some theology is normal, or

“white,” while others aren't.

“No one should have to jus-
tify Asian American theology. If
they’re Asian Americans doing
theology, then they're already do-
ing Asian American theology, or
theology from an Asian American
perspective,” Lee said.

However, he added, ethnic mi-
norities still must use the term
because white normativity is cur-
rently deeply ingrained in Chris-
tianity. “We're in a strange time
where we have to label it because
if we don’t, we have no idea what
we're doing because normativity
is already so established,” Lee ex-
plained.

Some Asian Americans may
shy away from doing theology or
ministry specific to the context of
Asian Americans, and Lee admit-
ted that he had also felt this way.
He said he felt that doing Asian
American ministry would limit
him to a “pond,” when he had
wanted to get out into the “ocean”
of theology. But he said he later re-
alized that “every theologian does
theology in their own pond.”

He noted theologians such as
Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Martin Lu-
ther, John Calvin, and Karl Barth,
whom he called “theological gi-
ants,” as having been able to pro-
duce the theological work that
they did because of the specific
questions and struggles they had
in their specific contexts.

“They all were trying to make

sense of the gospel in a particular
time and space,” Lee said. “That’s
why every theology covers certain
guestions, and ignores others. It's
because they were interested in
those particular questions.”

The problem with some of those
in minority groups, Lee said, is that
they have a tendency to shy away
from those specific questions and
struggles that arise from their con-
texts, rather than embracing them
and seeking to resolve them.

“Non-white theologians have al-
ready absorbed so much of white
normativity that they don't think
of their questions and struggles
as valid or important enough,”
Lee said. “But theology is born out
of pain. Take your struggles and
ideas seriously.”

It’'s when these specific strug-
gles are embraced that theology
is born, and contribute to a wider
and universal understanding of
the gospel, said Lee. Though “the
universal gospel is always going to
be mediated in a particular way,”
he said, “the particular should al-
ways serve the universal.”

Lee said that when ministers fail
to embrace their struggles, their
contribution to that greater under-
standing is lost.

“We're ashamed to connect with
our pain, so we're not contributing
theologically,” Lee said. “For us to
take our pain seriously — that's
where contextual theology comes
from.”

‘Historic’ Initiative Seeks to
Connect APl Community to
Employment Resources

To help the Asian Pacific Island-
er (API) community get connected
with the employment resources
they need, Korean Churches for
Community Development (KCCD)
has partnered with the city of Los
Angeles to launch the APl JOBS
(Job Opportunities and Business
Success) Initiative, which was an-
nounced on January 26.

“This initiative, in partnership
with the City of Los Angeles, will
be the first of its kind to serve the
Asian Pacific Islander (API) com-
munity in providing and connect-
ing vocational training, employ-
ment, career pathway, community
and social services to linguistically
isolated participants and their
family members,” KCCD said in a
statement.

“This is historic,” said Hyepin
Im, the president of KCCD. “But
we know that this is just the start
of the journey.”

Im said that though there are
numerous employment opportu-
nities and resources available to
the Asian community, many are
not able to take advantage of them
due to language barriers. The API
JOBS Initiative would provide
orientations, job readiness work-
shops, and other programs to help
members of the Asian American
Native Hawaiian Pacific Islander

(AANHPI) community in-lan-
guage.
KCCD will specifically be collab-

orating with the California Labor
Federation Workforce and Eco-
nomic Development Program, and
Workforce Connections Inc., to
carry out the AP1 JOBS Initiative.
Jan Perry, the general manager

AP

of the Economic and Workforce
Development Department for
the City of Los Angeles, said that
though there was a “competitive
bid” to secure funding from the
city, “KCCD was selected because
of its many years spent building
their vision by providing a wide
array of social services, and a very
well thought out strategic posi-
tioning in reaching out to the com-
munity.”

Charlie Woo, the chair of the
Workforce Development Board in
the City of Los Angeles, expressed
excitement for the initiative, and
recalled his own experiences of see-
ing members of the APl commu-
nity not getting access to employ-
ment resources.

“I'm excited to see how Asian
Americans will lead the way in this
initiative,” he added. “Many un-
derserved people will benefit from
this.”

Other partnering organiza-
tions include Asian Americans
Advancing Justice Los Angeles,
Pacific Asian Consortium in Em-
ployment, CAUSE, Asian Pacific
Policy & Planning Council, the
Los Angeles Community College
District Board, Pilipino Workers
Center of Southern California, and
Thai CDC, among others.

Through the initiative, KCCD
will host orientations and work-
shops in the coming weeks, includ-
ing two orientations on February 7
and 10. Resume and job readiness
workshops will take place between
February 21 to 22, and February
28 to March 1.

For more
kecd.org.

information, visit
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Charlie Woo (center), the chair of the Workforce Development Board in the city of Los
Angeles, expressed his support for the newly launched AP1 JOBS Initiative at a press con-
ference on January 26.

Majority of Pastors Are Having Difficulty Finding a Successor, Says Barna Study

The age of senior pastors has
gotten older over the years, and
these leaders are finding it more
difficult to identify younger pas-
tors to fill their shoes, according
to the results of a Barna Group
study conducted in partnership
with Pepperdine University.

The ‘State of Pastors 2017’ study
released on January 26 showed
that the median age of pastors is
54, which is 10 years older than
the median of 25 years ago. It also
found that only 1 out of 7 lead pas-
tors of churches is under the age

of 40.

“This is a critical issue if we're
going to have the ranks of young
leaders filling the pipeline of
spiritual leadership today,” David
Kinnaman, president of the Bar-
na Group, was quoted as saying
by The Christian Post.

However, a significant major-
ity of pastors believe that it's “be-
coming more difficult to identify
promising pastoral candidates,”
as 69 percent of pastors said so in
the study.

But an even larger majority — 9

out of 10 pastors — said that they
would recommend the vocation
to younger Christians.

The study pointed to several
factors as possible reasons for
the challenge of passing down the
pastoral role to the younger gen-
eration. For instance, a Christian-
ity Today report noted that the
“economic pressures on middle-
class and working families are
being passed on to local churches,
and the financial and ministry
implications are immense.” Mor-
al standards in society are also be-

coming more and more based on
self or personal preferences, rath-
er than on external authorities
such as the Bible or the church,
the report said.

Despite the bleak results found
in the study regarding younger
pastoral leadership, Kinnaman
encouraged church leaders to re-
main hopeful.

“The Holy Spirit has sustained
the church for a couple thousand
years now and shows no sign
of calling it a day. Let’s trust the
Spirit’s sustaining power not to

quit, and prepare for the future,”
he was quoted as saying by Chris-
tianity Today.

Meanwhile, the studyalsofound
that most current pastors believe
they are doing well in their re-
spective ministries and personal
lives. It showed that 91 percent of
pastors believe they have a “good
overall quality of life,” and 88 per-
cent say their spiritual condition
is “excellent” or “good.” 70 per-
cent of pastors said they believe
their relationships with family are
“excellent.”

On Super Bowl Sunday, Most Pastors Say Their Churches
Continue Normal Sunday Evening Routines

BY RACHAEL LEE

Though the Super Bowl is one
of the most-watched occasions in
the U.S., most pastors say their
churches continue their Sunday
evening routines on the day of
the football game, according to
a survey conducted by LifeWay
Research.

The survey, released on Janu-
ary 26, showed that 59 percent
of Protestant pastors whose
churches normally have Sunday
evening activities continue those

Local Churches and Ministries

i}%

F(213)402-5136

isingand donations

events as normal on Super Bowl
Sunday.

About a quarter (24 percent)
said they “adjust Sunday night
activities to include watching the
game,” and 12 percent said they
“adjust Sunday night activities
in other ways.” Some 5 percent
cancel their Sunday evening ac-
tivities altogether.

“It is easy to think everyone is
watching the game,” said Scott
McConnell, executive director
of LifeWay Research, “but even
during the Super Bowl, millions
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Wednesday College Fellowship: 7 PM

=

T.(949) 385-3051 / www.ocbethel.com
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of Americans are doing other
things that are important to
them. For many, that includes
attending church.”

Pastors of churches with small-
er congregations were more likely
to say they continue their Sun-
day evening activities as usual, as
71 percent of churches with O to
49 attendees and 66 percent of
churches with 50 to 99 attendees
said so. Over half of churches with
100 to 249 in attendance (55 per-
cent) and 44 percent of churches
with 250 or more attendees said
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they will continue normal Sunday
evening activities.

Younger pastors were more
likely to say they cancel their
Sunday evening events. Some
8 percent of pastors between
the ages of 18 to 44 said their
churches cancel their Sunday
evening activities on Super Bowl
Sunday, while 2 percent of pas-
tors 65 years old or older said the
same.

Out of the denominations, pas-
tors of Church of Christ (78 per-
cent), Pentecostal (65 percent),

PasTor SunG CHANG

Placentia Site Sunday Services: 10 AM

and Baptist (65 percent) church-
es were more likely to say that
they will continue their Sunday
night routines as usual.

“While Christians believe the
truth does not change, we rec-
ognize practices often do,” said
McConnell. “Churches face a dif-
ficult task of navigating between
wanting to remain countercultur-
al and still reaching the culture.
In this study, we find churches
coming to different conclusions
for their congregation and local
context.”
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Evangelical Leaders Call on Trump to
Reconsider Executive Order on Refugees

Several days after President Trump
issued an executive order on Friday in-
definitely suspending the entry of refu-
gees from Syria, leaders from several
evangelical organizations sent a letter
to the president and vice president on
Sunday, requesting that they recon-
sider the executive order.

The letter was signed by eight
groups, including the Council for
Christian Colleges and Universities,
Korean Churches for Community De-
velopment, National Association of
Evangelicals, National Hispanic Chris-
tian Leadership Conference, The Wes-
leyan Church, World Relief, and World
Vision US.

“As evangelical Christians, we are
guided by the Bible to be particularly
concerned for the plight of refugees,
individuals who have been forced to
flee their countries because of threat of
persecution,” the letter reads.

“Evangelical churches and min-
istries have long played a key role in
welcoming, resettling, and assisting
in the integration of refugees from
various parts of the world. As such,
we are troubled by the recent execu-
tive order temporarily halting refugee
resettlement and dramatically reduc-
ing the number of refugees who could
be considered for resettlement to the
U.S.,” it continues.

The groups also state in the letter
that receiving refugees also provides
a “vital opportunity” for churches to
practice the commands in the Bible to

love and show hospitality.

“We would ask that you reconsider
these decisions, allowing for resettle-
ment of refugees to resume immedi-
ately so that our churches and minis-
tries can continue to live out our faith
in this way,” the letter says.

Hyepin Im, the president of Korean
Churches for Community Develop-
ment, said in a separate statement that
the executive order puts “our country
at greater risk by alienating allies and
giving ammunition to terrorists who
will use it to support their hate mes-
sages and activities.”

“As immigrants and as Christians,
we stand with our refugee brothers
and sisters from all walks of faith and
nationality to keep families together,”
she added. “We call upon the Presi-
dent for change of policy and change
of heart.”

Other evangelicals have spoken out
against the executive order as well.

On Monday, the Washington Post
published a copy of a letter to the
president written by Russell Moore,
the president of the Ethics and Re-
ligious Liberty Commission of the
Southern Baptist Convention. He
wrote that the Southern Baptist Con-
vention is “deeply concerned that the
order will cause widespread diplo-
matic fallout with the Muslim world,
putting Southern Baptists serving in
these countries in grave danger and
preventing them from serving refu-
gees and others who are in need with

humanitarian assistance and the love
of the gospel.”

“Achieving the right balance between
compassion toward refugees — one of
the most vulnerable groups of people
among us — and protection of Ameri-
cans is crucial if the United States is to
remain a model for freedom around
the world,” Moore said.

In an article for Christianity Today,
executive director of the Billy Graham
Center for Evangelism Ed Stetzer ex-
pressed concern about the executive
order, calling it “misguided in its un-
derstanding of fact and our reality as
one global community.”

Meanwhile, this particular executive
order has been partially blocked by
a federal judge, who issued an emer-
gency stay on Saturday, ruling that
without the stay, “there is imminent
danger that ... there will be substantial
and irreparable injury to the refugees,
visa-holders, and other individuals
from nations subject to” the executive
order.

In response, the White House said
that the ruling does “not undercut the
President’s executive order.”

“All stopped visas will remain
stopped. All halted admissions will
remain halted. All restricted travel
will remain prohibited. The executive
order is a vital action toward strength-
ening America’s borders, and there-
fore sovereignty. The order remains
in place,” a White House spokesper-
son said.

President Trump Nominates
Judge Neil Gorsuch to Supreme Court

President Trump has nominated
conservative federal appeals court
Judge Neil Gorsuch to fill the Supreme
Court seat which has been vacant since
the passing of the late Justice Antonin
Scalia.

The nomination announcement
came on Tuesday night, during which
Trump said, “Judge Gorsuch has out-
standing legal skills, a brilliant mind,
tremendous discipline and has earned
bipartisan support.”

“Standing here in a house of history,
and acutely aware of my own imperfec-
tions, I pledge that if I am confirmed
I will do all my powers permit to be a
faithful servant of the Constitution and
laws of this great country,” Gorsuch
said on Tuesday.

The 49-year-old Gorsuch, a conser-
vative judge who currently sits on the
federal appeals court in Denver, is the
youngest judge in 25 years to receive a
Supreme Court nomination. He was
praised highly by Republican lawmak-
ers following the nomination, called
a “phenomenal nominee” by House
Speaker Paul Ryan, and described as
“the kind of person that the founders
envisioned sitting on the Supreme
Court” by Senator Ben Sasse of Ne-
braska to The Guardian.

Gorsuch has a strong educational
and legal background. He earned his
bachelor’s from Columbia University
and his law degree from Harvard, and
went on to receive his doctoral degree
as a Marshall scholar at Oxford Uni-
versity. Gorsuch also clerked for two
Supreme Court justices, including Bry-
an White and Anthony Kennedy, and
also worked as a partner at a corporate
law firm in Washington, D.C.

Gorsuch’s work during his legal ca-
reer is noted for his clear and memo-
rable writing and interpretation of the

President Donald Trump and Judge Neil Gorsuch at the White House on January 31, 2017, when

Trump nominated Gorsuch to the Supreme Court. (Photo: The White House / Wikimedia / CC)

Constitution according to the time
during which it was written — traits
which Scalia had been known for dur-
ing his career.

“There’s just an awful lot of Scalia-
ness in Gorsuch’s views and Gorsuch’s
opinions,” John Malcolm, the director
of the Heritage Foundation’s Edwin
Meese III Center for Legal and Judicial
Studies, was quoted as saying by USA
Today. “He thinks very, very deeply
about the fundamental tenets of our
democracy. Those are not quaint, fuzzy
concepts to him.”

Gorsuch is also known for his de-
fense of religious freedom, as he sided
with several religious organizations
and businesses in significant cases
such as the Hobby Lobby case and
the case involving Little Sisters of the
Poor, in which the plaintiffs sought an
exemption from the Affordable Care
Act’s contraception mandate.

Meanwhile, Democratic lawmakers
have expressed disapproval, saying
that Gorsuch would be filling in a “sto-
len seat” if confirmed. Prior to Trump’s

election, former President Barack
Obama had nominated Merrick Gar-
land to fill Scalia’s seat, but Republi-
cans refused to confirm the nominee.

“This is a stolen seat being filled by
an illegitimate and extreme nominee,
and I will do everything in my power
to stand up against this assault on the
court,” Democratic Senator Jeff Merk-
ley of Oregon was quoted as saying by
The Guardian.

Gorsuch will need to receive 60
votes from the Senate to be confirmed.
To secure the confirmation, Gorsuch
would need all 52 Republican votes, as
well as at least eight votes from Demo-
crats.

“As this process now moves to the
Senate, I look forward with speaking
with members from both sides of the
aisle, to answering their questions and
to hearing their concerns,” Gorsuch
said Tuesday. “I consider United States
Senate the greatest deliberative body
in the world, and I respect the impor-
tant role the Constitution affords it in
the confirmation of our judges.”

California Senate Introduces Bill to Include
‘Nonbinary’ Gender on Driver’s Licenses, IDs

Democratic members of the Califor-
nia Senate introduced a bill on Janu-
ary 24 that would add a third gender
category to official documents includ-
ing driver’s licenses and IDs.

Senate Bill 179 would allow individ-
uals to identify as a “nonbinary” gen-
der on their birth certificates, driver’s
licenses, and identification cards, and
would also make it easier for them to
make changes on their birth certifi-
cates and to receive a court judgment
recognizing their gender change.

Current law requires individuals to
have undergone “clinically appropri-
ate treatment” for gender transition in
order to receive a new birth certificate,
and the same is required to receive a
judgment from the superior court to
recognize the change of gender.

If SB 179 is passed, those can be
obtained without the requirement to

have undergone treatment for gender
transition. Individuals would also be
able to identify as “nonbinary,” in-
stead of male or female.

“As a person who identifies as
transgender and is non-binary, this
piece of legislation is important to me
on a personal level,” said Jo Michael
of Equality California. “For the first
time, Californians could have accu-
rate gender markers that truly reflect
who we are.”

The bill was introduced by Senator
Toni Atkins and coauthored by sev-
eral others including Senator Kevin
de Leon. California would be the first
state to adopt such a law should the
bill pass.

Opponents of the bill, such as the
California Family Council, say that it
is promoting “falsehood.”

The group’s CEO Jonathan Keller

said that such a bill conveys “that be-
ing male or female, or no gender at all
is a choice each person must make,
not a fact to celebrate and accept.”

“Laws like this will simply erase
any meaningful gender definitions,
if being male or female is completely
divorced from biological facts,” Keller
added.

Meanwhile, the issue of gender
identification on official documents
was brought up recently in a lawsuit
when a Colorado resident, who is in-
tersex and does not identify as male
nor female, was denied a passport.
At the time, lawyers representing the
government cited concerns that hav-
ing more than two gender choices on
federal documents would make back-
ground checks and ID verification
more difficult when state IDs have
two gender options.
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Sunday Services: 1:30 PM

Children's Ministry: 11 AM

Friday Worship: 7:30 PM
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Pastor Won Jun Lee

8132 Garden Grove Bl., Garden Grove, CA 92844
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T.(323) 909-9062 / www.hillsidela.org

Sunday Services: 9:45 AM PasTor PHIL Kim
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College Group Meetings:

Sundays at 12:30 PM, Fridays at 8 PM
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Sunday Services:
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byterian Church

1831 South El Camino Real Encinitas, CA 92024 ="
T.(760) 753-2535 / www.redeemersd.org \ )

Sunday Services: 1 PM PasTor DANIEL HAN
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