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Starting Off the New Year with ‘Gospel Revolution’ Revival

BY RACHAEL LEE

To kick off the new year, Bethel
English (BE) Church, located in
Irvine, hosted a two-night re-
vival, called ‘Gospel Revolution,’
from January 20 to 21.

“The heart behind GR17 is to
just call our people in the begin-
ning of the new year to Praise
Jesus, to hear the Proclamation
of the Word, and to respond in
Prayer,” said Justin Kim, the
lead pastor of BE Church.

“Corporately, we want to start
off on the right note in the new
year. Individually, we are hoping
and praying that each attendee
will be renewed, rejuvenated,
and refreshed by the good news
and that they will radically re-
spond to the revelation of who
Jesus is and what He has done
for us through His life, death,
and resurrection,” Kim added,
saying that BE Church hopes to
hold the event on an annual ba-
sis. This year was the first.

Jong Park, the lead pastor of
Redemption Church in Chicago
who was the main speaker for
the event, spoke on the first night
on why one must be united with

Christ, and what happens once
he or she is united with Christ.

On why we must be united with
Christ, Park said, “When we are
not united with Christ, we're unit-
ed with something else,” namely,
with sin. Speaking from Galatians
2:20, Park said that “our old self”
is united with “Adam.”

“We are addicted to sin in our
union with Adam,” he added.
“The only way we can break the
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Bethel English Church hosted its revival event, ‘Gospel Revolution,” from January 20 to 21. Jong Park (right) was featured as the main speaker.

unity with Adam is to be united
with Christ, the second Adam.”

Park referred to the story of
the paralytic found in Mark 2:1-
12, in which Jesus says to the
paralytic in verse 5, “Son, your
sins are forgiven.”

“What could he possibly do
that was so bad?” Park asked.
“Yet Jesus says, ‘Your sins are
forgiven.” It shows us that sin is
primarily in the heart.”

Once someone is united with
Christ, he receives “pardon from
sin, and power to overcome it,”
Park explained. And then, two
things happen: the sinner dies
with Christ, and Christ lives in
him (Galatians 2:20).

“This is not a command to
obey,” said Park. “This is a dis-
covery to be made, a gift to mar-
vel at, a truth on which to place
our faith.”

How Would the Apostle Paul Respond to Those Who
Oppose Pastors and Ministers?

CRC'’s Korean Ministry Hosts Preaching Seminar with Dr. Jeffrey Weima

BY JUNHYEONG KIM
TRANSLATED BY RACHAEL LEE

The  Christian  Reformed
ChurchinNorth America (CRC)’s
Korean ministry held a preach-
ing seminar from January 20 to
21 at Ttokamsa Mission Church
in Los Angeles, during which Dr.
Jeffrey Weima was featured as
the main plenary speaker.

Weima currently teaches New
Testament at Calvin Theological
Seminary in Grand Rapids, MI.
After graduating from Brock Uni-
versity, Weima went on to receive
his M.Div. and Th.M. at Calvin
Theological Seminary, and then
earned his Ph.D. at Wycliffe Col-
lege in Toronto, Canada. While
working at his alma mater, Wei-
ma has also been active in various
other endeavors, including writ-
ing and participating in preaching
seminars, among others.

During this recent seminar,
Weima spoke for five of the ple-
nary sessions and also preached
during the worship service which
was open to lay people as well.
One of the distinct characteris-
tics of the sessions is that Weima
only referred to 1 Thessalonians
to speak on various topics such
as thanksgiving, a model of
pastoring, sexuality, the second
coming, and the rapture.

The third session was titled,
“Infants, Nursing Mother & Fa-
ther: Paul’s Portrayal of a Pastor
and Parishioners,” and Weima
spoke on the type of pastor that
this generation demands.

Referring to 1 Thessalonians
2:1-12, Weima explained that the
Apostle Paul’s success in min-

istry led to the anger of people
in both the Jewish community
and the Gentile community: the
former blamed Paul for taking
people away from their temples,
and the latter blamed him for
converting people away from
worshiping the Roman emperor
or the Gentile gods. Those who
opposed Paul accused him of be-
ing a greedy person who tricked
people by appealing to them. To
those claims, Paul makes his de-
fense in 1 Thess. 2:3-6.

“Today’s pastors face the same
problem that Paul did,” Weima
said. Some of the most heard
include claims that pastors are:
lazy people who work only one
hour per week; preachers who
are full of themselves; greedy
people who follow higher sala-
ries; and hypocrites.

To counter the claims made
against him by the Thessalo-
nians, Paul begins his defense
by using the analogies of infant,
mother, and father.

In 1 Thessalonians 2:7 (NIV),
in which Paul says, “We were like
young children among you,” the
original Greek for ‘young chil-
dren’ contains the meaning of
‘infant.” Paul compared his in-
tentions in ministry to the purity
of a newborn infant, emphasiz-
ing his innocence.

“Let us evaluate whether we
have pure motives just as the
Apostle Paul did,” said Weima.

Then Paul compares himself to
a mother. And not just any moth-
er —a “nursing mother” (1 Thess.
2:7). Going further, Paul describes
a mother who is not caring for
other children, but her own.

Dr. Jeffrey Weima was featured as the main speaker of the CRC Korean ministry’s preaching
seminar.

“The sacred calling that has
been given to us has always been
the call to love those God has giv-
en to us,” Weima said.

Weima suggested several ways
pastors could check how much
they truly love their congregation.
Does the pastor know the names
of the congregants and the situa-
tions they are in? What is the pas-
tor’s attitude toward the church
administrative  staff, worship
team, and others who serve? Does
the pastor listen to others, or does
he only speak his own thoughts?
Does the pastor rejoice with those
who rejoice, and mourn with
those who mourn (Romans 12:15)
and join with the congregants in
their life journeys?

Finally, Paul compares himself
to a father. At the time 1 Thes-
salonians was written, the father
had the ultimate authority.

Weima pointed out that cur-
rent society’s emphasis on equal-
ity can cause some to want to ne-
glect the authority of the pastor,
and said, “Servant leadership is

good, but having contempt for
authority figures also has a nega-
tive effect.”

“When trying to start or do
something, pastors should not
just wait for the input of the con-
gregation, but must also be able
to firmly and boldly cast a vision
for the future and lead the way,”
Weima said.

He also drew the line, adding
that he doesn’t support those who
are prideful or dictatorial to take
those positions of authority, but
that pastors must also not be afraid
of exerting authority to the point of
refusing to lead the congregation.
Weima encouraged pastors to not
hesitate from “living lives worthy
of God” (1 Thess. 2:12).

“Don’t forget that Paul did not
defend himself by using the fa-
ther analogy first, but made his
defense as an infant, a mother,
and then a father, in that order,”
said Weima in conclusion. “Be-
fore exerting authority, we must
first humbly serve and love the
congregation.”

Christianity Daily Celebrates 13th Anniversary

BY JUNHYEONG KIM
TRANSLATED BY RACHAEL LEE

As this newspaper celebrated
its 13th anniversary on January
23, it committed to “become a
newspaper that shares life and joy
to the immigrant community and
to adark world.”

Christianity Daily, which was
established on January 23, 2004,
had previously hosted worship
services to celebrate its anniver-
saries with leaders in the church
and local communities. However,

Local Churches and Ministries

i}%

F(213)402-5136

isingand donations

the worship service was simpli-
fied this year as staff are prepar-
ing for a forum in commemora-
tion of the 500th anniversary of
the Reformation.

The service included a special
song by Rev. Won Chul Ma of
Palm Springs All Nations Church,
followed by a sermon by Rev.
Yu Chul Chin of LA Full Gospel
Church. Rev. David Oh of South-
ern California Bethel Church
shared congratulatory remarks.

Chin preached on Philippians
1:3-6, and shared the secret to

Sunday Celebration Services:9 AM & 11 AM
Wednesday College Fellowship: 7 PM

=

T.(949) 385-3051 / www.ocbethel.com

18700 Harvard Ave, Building C, Irvine, CA 9261

why the Apostle Paul, who was
imprisoned when writing the let-
ter, was actually able to remain
joyful.

“Paul was confident that God
was with him, and through his
faith and gratitude toward God,
Paul was able to free himself from
being discouraged at the injustice
he was facing,” Chin said. “And
even within the prison, Paul was
able to experience fullness in the
Lord.”

“I hope you will be a newspa-
per that, rather than exposing the

PAsToR JusTiN Kim
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Sunday Services: 9:30 AM & 11:30 AM
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negative aspects of people and
dwells on discouragement in un-
just situations, delivers a message
of joy that changes and saves lives
through the fullness of Christ,”
said Chin.

After being established in 2004,
Christianity Daily has expand-
ed its reach and currently has
branches in New York, Atlanta,
Seattle, and other regions in the
U.S. In Los Angeles, Christianity
Daily has a website that is updat-
ed daily, and a newspaper that is
published weekly.

PasTor SunG CHANG

Placentia Site Sunday Services: 10 AM

Pastors Train
to Become
Advocates of
Domestic
Violence
Prevention,
Intervention

The Korean Christian com-
munity in Southern California
has gained 23 more advocates
trained to prevent domestic vio-
lence and to build healthier fami-
lies.

Korean American Family Ser-
vices (KFAM) and the Presby-
terian Theological Seminary in
America (PTSA) have partnered
together and hosted a 40 Hour
Domestic Violence Advocate
Training from January 9 to 13 at
the PTSA campus. PTSA opened
up the training session as a spe-
cial winter program for current
students and alumni who wish
to be more informed about how
to better provide help for victims
of domestic violence, and how to
prevent future cases.

The training took place from 9
AM to 5 PM for five days, during
which the participants were able
to learn about domestic violence
from various angles, including
historical, psychological, soci-
etal, and legal perspectives. In
particular, the training explored
specific topics such as child
abuse and its influence, teen dat-
ing violence, the history of do-
mestic violence, safety measures
for victims, immigration and
prosecution law, and the coun-
seling resources that are avail-
able for victims, among other
topics. Those who attended the
training were also able to listen
to examples of actual instances
of domestic violence faced by cli-
ents who sought help at KFAM,
and the ways that KFAM provid-
ed help through counseling and
legal measures.

“We opened up this specializa-
tion course as a special winter
seminar to help increase the ca-
pacity of our students and gradu-
ates as they serve, but the inter-
est level was so high that we had
a waiting list,” said Sang Meyng
Lee, the president of PTSA. “We
plan to provide special seminars
in various fields to help increase
the capacity of our students to be
able to prepare for and solve the
problems that they will face in
their ministries.”

Connie Chung Joe, the execu-
tive director of KFAM, said that
“partnering with the Korean
church community is so impor-
tant to prevent domestic vio-
lence.”

“We want to continue to part-
ner with the Korean church
community in diverse ways in
the future, and join efforts to
build healthy Korean families,
a healthy society, and healthy
churches,” she added.

KFAM is an organization offi-
cially recognized by the state of
California to host a 40 hour pro-
fessional training session on do-
mestic violence intervention and
prevention, and provided certifi-
cates of completion to those who
participated in this recent train-
ing.

KFAM has hosted other pro-
grams with the Korean Christian
community, including retreats
and conferences to equip Korean
ministers to prevent future cases
of domestic violence and to help
those who have already faced do-
mestic violence.
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Donald Trump Inaugurated as President,
Signs Flurry of Executive Orders

Trump Signs Executive Order to Prohibit U.S. Funding
Toward International NGOs that Promote Abortion

President Donald Trump signed an
executive order on Monday prohibit-
ing nongovernmental agenciesabroad
which receive U.S. funding from pro-
moting abortion or discussing it as an
option in family planning.

The U.S. Agency for International
Development (USAID) is already
prohibited from giving U.S. funds
to provide abortions in any country.
However, this policy would freeze
U.S. funding from the organizations
that advocate for abortion rights or
promote it as a family planning op-
tion, even if those organizations do
not use U.S. funds for those specific
purposes.

Called the ‘Mexico City Policy,
the policy was first introduced and
enforced during former President
Ronald Reagan’s term, after which
subsequent presidents have enacted
executive orders to either repeal it, or

reinstate it.

“We applaud President Trump for
putting an end to taxpayer funding of
groups that promote the killing of un-
born children in developing nations,”
said Carol Tobias, the president of the
National Right to Life Committee.

Critics of the policy argue that it puts
women in developing countries more
at risk of unplanned pregnancies and
that it would cause more abortions.

“Attempts to stop abortion through
restrictive laws — or by withhold-
ing family planning aid — will never
work, because they do not eliminate
women'’s need for abortion,” Marjorie
Newman-Williams, the vice president
and director of international opera-
tions at Marie Stopes International,
was quoted by CNN as saying. “This
policy only exacerbates the already
significant challenge of ensuring that
people in the developing world who

want to time and space their children
can obtain the contraception they
need to do so.”

Meanwhile, President Trump has
had changing views on abortion over
the years, but has expressed a largely
pro-life stance during his election
campaign. White House Press Secre-
tary Sean Spicer said during the first
daily press briefing that Trump “wants
to stand up for all Americans, includ-
ing the unborn,” and added that “the
reinstatement of this policy is not just
something that echoes that value, but
respects taxpayer funding as well.”

“President Trump’s immediate
action to promote respect for all hu-
man life, including vulnerable unborn
children abroad, as well as conscience
rights, sends a strong signal about his
administration’s pro-life priorities,”
said Marjorie Dannenfelser, president
of the Susan B. Anthony List.

Two of Trump’s Executive Orders Enact More
Restrictive Immigration Policies, Including Border Wall

Among several executive orders that
President Donald Trump signed dur-
ing his first week as U.S. president, two
of them signed on Wednesday made
some of his campaign promises on
immigration a reality: building a wall
along the Mexican border, increasing
the number of Border Patrol and Im-
migration and Customs Enforcement
officers, and cutting funding to sanc-
tuary cities, among others.

One of the executive orders, titled,
“Border Security and Immigration
Enforcement Improvements,” in-
cludes the policy to build the physical
wall. Trump said that plans for the
wall along the Mexican border will
start being made “immediately,” but
that the money used to build it will
first be channeled from U.S. dollars
and later “100 percent” reimbursed
by the Mexican government, though
Mexico has denied that it would pay
for such a wall. Details on how much
it would cost, or what the wall would
look like, are still unclear.

This order also compels the Com-
missioner of U.S. Customs and Bor-
der Protection to hire 5,000 more
border patrol agents.

The other executive order, titled,
“Enhancing Public Safety in the In-
terior of the United States,” compels
the Director of U.S. Immigration and
Customs Enforcement to hire 10,000
additional immigration officers.

The same order also contains a
policy that would take away federal
grants from jurisdictions that hin-
der the enforcement of immigration
laws, which are otherwise known
as “sanctuary cities.” Hundreds of
regions such as Los Angeles, San
Diego, Seattle, and Boston, have
various policies that allow for limited
cooperation with immigration en-
forcement.

.

An immigration reform rally that took place in Indianapolis in May 2010 (Photo: ‘SEIU local 1’ /

Flickr / CC)

“We are in the middle of a crisis on
our southern border: The unprec-
edented surge of illegal migrants
from Central America is harming
both Mexico and the United States,”
said Trump on Wednesday. “And |
believe the steps we will take starting
right now will improve the safety in
both of our countries.”

“A nation without borders is not a
nation,” he added.

Meanwhile, immigration reform
activists quickly denounced Trump’s
MOVes.

Christian Ramirez, director of the
Southern Border Communities Co-
alition, said Trump’s plan to build a
wall is “political theater.”

“The border wall is about political
theater at the expense of civil liber-
ties,” Ramirez said. “It is not national
security policy. Border communities
are among the safest in the nation and
patrolling themwith tens of thousands
of heavily armed, poorly trained, un-

accountable agents puts lives at risks.
This will turn these communities into
de facto military zones.”

“Trump is taking a wrecking ball to
our immigration system,” said Mari-
elena Hincapié, executive director of
the National Immigration Law Cen-
ter. “It shouldn’t come as a surprise
that chaos and destruction will be the
outcome.”

The policies enacted by the execu-
tive orders would also make many
new undocumented immigrants pri-
orities for deportation under a new
set of deportation criteria. While un-
der the Obama administration, un-
documented immigrants convicted
of serious crimes such as a felony,
serious misdemeanor, or multiple
misdemeanors were prioritized for
deportation, Trump’s executive or-
ders prioritize any undocumented
immigrants convicted or charged
with any crime that hasn’t been for-
mally adjudicated.

Association of Christian Universities Call on
Lawmakers to Pass Immigration Reform Bill

The Council for Christian Colleges
and Universities (CCCU), an associa-
tion of over 170 Christian institutions
in North America and internationally,
is calling on U.S. lawmakers to pass a
bill that would provide protections to
undocumented immigrants, similar
to the protections offered in former
President Obama’s executive orders.

Called the Bar Removal of Indi-
viduals who Dream and Grow our
Economy (BRIDGE) Act, the bill was
introduced in Congress in early De-
cember, and seeks to amend existing
immigration law to offer provisional
protection from deportation and
authorization to work in the U.S. to
those who are eligible.

Eligibility requirements include
having been under the age of 16 upon
arrival to the U.S.; and being a cur-
rent student or a high school gradu-
ate, or having obtained a GED cer-
tificate. The BRIDGE Act would also
ensure that DACA recipients remain
protected until the expiration date of
the status. Those protected under the
BRIDGE Act would receive protec-
tion for three years.

The CCCU, which includes affiliate

universities such as Biola University,
AzusaPacificUniversity,and Wheaton
College, sent a letter dated January 12
to Senators Richard Durbin and Lind-
sey Graham expressing its support for
the legislation.

“The CCCU has long been a propo-
nent of comprehensive immigration
reform that respects the rule of law
and creates new opportunities for the
many undocumented students cur-
rently attending CCCU campuses,”
wrote Shirley V. Hoogstra, the presi-
dent of the CCCU. Hoogstra is the
fifth consecutive president to express
support for offering protections for
young undocumented immigrants.

In the letter, Hoogstra notes that
a lack of legal status provides “sig-
nificant uncertainty” to young im-
migrants, which “prohibits these
students from using their God-given
talents, abilities, and skills, and it
squanders the significant educational
investment our country has already
made so that they can contribute to
communities.”

“As educators, we want to support
ambitious, driven, intelligent stu-
dents who have dreams of contribut-

ing to their communities and want to
pursue an education, and we do not
believe they should be disqualified
from doing so because of acts they
did not commit,” Hoogstra contin-
ues. “These are inequities that must
be remedied.”

Supporters of immigration re-
form have expressed alarm in recent
months as President Trump has had
aharsh rhetoric towards immigration
during his presidential campaign. On
Wednesday, Trump signed two exec-
utive orders to build a physical wall
along America’s southern border, as
well as to employ more officers in
border patrol and immigration en-
forcement.

Meanwhile, a February 2015 study
conducted by LifeWay Research
showed that 68 percent of evan-
gelicals believe “it is important for
Congress to pass significant new
immigration legislation.” Over 8-in-
10 (82 percent of) evangelicals said
those immigration reforms “should
respect people’s God-given dignity,”
and 72 percent of evangelicals said
immigration reform “should protect
the unity of the immediate family.”
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Sunday Services: 9 AM & 11:15 AM PasTor KeiTH PARK
Children's Ministry: 9 AM & 11:15 AM

Youth Group Service: Sundays at 11:15 AM

1380 S. Sanderson Ave, Anaheim, CA 92806
T.(714) 209-7349 / churchofsouthland.com

Sunday Services:9AM, 11AM,and2PM  PAsTORS DAvID LEE &

Youth Services: S
UNG HonG
Sundays at 11 AM, Fridays at 7:30 PM

Sunday School: Sundays at 11 AM

24428 S.Vermont Ave, Harbor City, CA 90710 |
T.(310) 530-4040 1
www.cornerstonetv.com

Brea Campus Service Times:9:30 AM, 11:30AM  PAsTOR STEVE CHoI
Irvine Campus Service Time: 10:30 AM

Brea: 695 Madison Way, Brea, CA 92821
Irvine: 100 Honors, Irvine, CA 92620
T.(714) 529-5551 / crossway-church.com

Pastor Tim PARK

Sunday Services: 9 AM & 10:45 AM
Children's Ministry Services: 9 AM & 10:45 AM
Youth Services: Sundays at 9 AM, Wednesdays at 6:30 PM
College Services: Sundays at 10:45 AM

3255 S. Diamond Bar Blvd, Diamond Bar, CA 91765
T.(909) 594-7604 / www.efreedb.org

EM Sunday Service: 12:00 PM PAsTor JAMES KwAk
Children's & Youth Services: 10:30 AM

Friday Night Bible Study (Jr. High - Youg Adults): 7:30 PM

8500 Bolsa Ave., Westminster, CA 92683
T.(714) 891-2029 / www.oc1church.com

Sunday Service: 9:30 AM PAsTOR RONNIE PARK
Children’s and Youth Services:

11:30 AM on Sundays, 8:00 PM on Fridays

2701 S Woodgate Dr, West Covina, CA 91792 X
T.(626) 913-6611/ www. gsch.org ‘&
- >,

Sunday Services: 9 AM&11 AM PasTor SAam KoH
Bible Studies: Wednesdays at 7 PM

Prayer Meetings: Tuesdays at 11 AM, Saturdays at 9 AM
2241 N. Eastern Ave, Los Angeles, CA 90032

T. (323) 909-9062 / www.hillsidela.org

Sunday Services: 9:45 AM PasTor PHIL Kim

2 Home Church

19271 Colima Rd. Suite A/B, Rowland Heights, CA 91748
T.(626) 384-1393 / thehomechurchrowland.com

Sunday Services: 11:30 AM

pssroads Church

1750 N. Edgemont St, Los Angeles, CA 90027
T.(323) 913-4499 / www.crclafgc.com

Sunday Services: 9 AM & 11 AM PasTor STeve CHANG
College Group Meetings:

Sundays at 12:30 PM, Fridays at 8 PM

1215 W. Lambert Road, Brea, CA 92821
T.(562) 694-2100 / www.livinghopecc.org

Sunday Services: 10:30 AM PasTtor Kiwon SuH
Children’s and Youth Services: 10:30 AM, 12:15 PM
College Services: Sundays at 12:15 PM

Life Vision Church

4077 W. Pico Blvd, Los Angeles, CA 90019
T.(323) 373-0110 / www.nlvc.org .
A

LS

Sunday Services: PasTor PauL Kim

8:30AM, 9:45 AM & 11:15 AM

asbyterian Church

1831 South El Camino Real Encinitas, CA 92024 ‘oc?’
T.(760) 753-2535 / www.redeemersd.org \ )

Sunday Services: 1 PM PasTor DANIEL HAN
Youth Group Services:

Sundays at 11 PM, Thursdays at 7 PM

store Fellowship

2525 James M. Wood Blvd, Los Angeles, CA 90006

T.(213) 487-3920 / www.ladongsan.com s
(213) 9 ¥, W) = /4

Broadway Campus Sunday Services: Pastor MicHAEL LEe
9:45 AM, 11:15 AM, 12:45 PM
Jefferson Campus Sunday Services:

9:30AM, 11:30 AM

Broadway: 1721 North Broadway, LA, CA 90031
Jefferson: 150 W. Jefferson Blvd., LA, CA 90007
T.(323) 227-1414 / www. ynccla.org
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