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Korean American Campus Mission (KCM) hosted its first Winter Conference at the Pine Valley Conference Center from January 2 to 5. Students from eight universities attended the conference.

Korean American Campus Mission Hosts First ‘Winter Conference’

BY RACHAEL LEE

Korean American Campus Mis-
sion (KCM), one of the largest Ko-
rean American college ministries
in Southern California, hosted
its first-ever ‘Winter Conference’
from January 2 to 5.

The campus ministry, which
has a presence in eight universi-
ties, has had a tradition of host-
ing an annual ‘University Retreat’
during the winter break season,
but this is the first time that the
ministry has hosted the Winter

Conference.

“The Winter Conference has
many similar elements to the past
University Retreats, but it was dif-
ferent in that it was a unique op-
portunity for all eight campuses
to come together given the winter
break schedule,” explained Sam
Bay, special events director of
KCM.

Themed ‘Redemption,” the
conference was also an opportu-
nity for ministry leaders to “fully
share the vision of KCM to all of
the campuses and to push our

Over 200 Million Christians
Face Persecution, and
North Korea Ranked as Most
Oppressive for 15th Year

Among the 50 countries that
were ranked to be most restrictive
and oppressive towards Christians,
North Korea was listed at the top
of the list for the 15th year.

The list of countries in which
Christians face the most persecu-
tion was released by Open Doors
on January 11, marking the 25th
year that the persecution monitor-
ing group has released the annual
‘World Watch List.’

“For Christians in the West, the
Open Doors World Watch List is
a clear indicator that we need to
advocate on behalf of those who
do not have the same religious
freedom privileges as we do,” said
David Curry, president and CEO
of Open Doors USA.

Following North Korea, Somalia
came in second in the list, and Af-
ghanistan came in third. Pakistan,
Sudan, Syria, Iraqg, Iran, Yemen,
and Eritrea followed, in that order
of ranking, making these the top
10 countries in the World Watch
List. This year was the first time
Yemen was included in the top
10, and replaced Libya, which was
ranked 11th this year.

North Korea, Saudi Arabia, and
Somalia are the only three coun-
tries to ever have been ranked at
the top of the list. Saudi Arabia has
been ranked first seven times, and
Somalia has been at the top twice.

According to the report, some
215 million Christians face high,
very high, or extreme persecution.

This year, Open Doors high-
lighted the increase in persecution
faced by Christians in India, and
the influence that religious na-
tionalism has had in the increase

LifeWay Study: Who Is Best to

When it comes to entrusting
someone with fostering a discus-
sion on the issues the nation is
currently facing, Americans aren’t
so sure who would be best for the
task, according to a new study re-
leased on January 5 by LifeWay
Research.

The study, conducted on 1,000
individuals randomly chosen
between September 27 and Oc-
tober 1, asked participants, “In
America today, who is in the best

Local Churches and Ministries

ertisingand donations

3 F(213)402-5136

of persecution in Asian countries.
India was ranked 15th in the 2017
World Watch List, the highest it
has ever been ranked.

“A stand-out trend is that reli-
gious nationalism is driving the
Asian countries up the list,” Dr.
Ron Boyd-MacMillan, director for
strategic research at Open Doors,
said. “It is most visible in India; In-
dia is at its highest position on the
World Watch List ever. The Hindu
extremists are really in power, and
amob can do what they like in In-
dia, and it’s a large Church so there
are a lot of incidents.”

Open Doors also noted that an
average of 40 incidents of persecu-
tion were reported each month in
India, “including pastors beaten,
churches burned, and Christians
harassed.”

However, persecution as a result
of Islamic extremism continues to
be the most common, the report
notes. Islamic radicalization was
particularly noted in sub-Saharan
Africa, in countries such as Nige-
ria, Somalia, and Sudan. Extrem-
ist groups such as Boko Haram
and Al-Shabaab have frequently
attacked Christians, and in places
such as Somalia, “Everything
works against the Christian,” the
report quoted a local Christian as
saying.

Open Doors took into consider-
ation degrees of pressure faced in
five facets of life when compiling
the World Watch List, including
private life, family life, commu-
nity life, national life, and church
life. The group also considered the
amount of violent incidents against
Christians in creating the rankings.

position to generate a healthy
conversation on challenges fac-
ing our society?”

Out of a slew of choices includ-
ing pastors, the President, mem-
bers of Congress, the media, and
university professors, the choice
with the highest number of votes
was ‘none of these’ (33 percent).

The second most popular
choice was ‘our elected President,’
which received 23 percent of the
votes. About 11 percent of survey

Sunday Celebration Services:9 AM & 11 AM
Wednesday College Fellowship: 7 PM

T.(949) 385-3051 / www.ocbethel.com

18700 Harvard Ave, Building C, Irvine, CA 9261

Short Term Missions,” Bay add-
ed. The conference focused on
redemption from sin and shame
during the first day, redemption
from pain during the second, and
redemption to the world during
the last day.

“Through this conference, may
Jesus lead you to deeper repen-
tance, deeper healing, and a deep-
er commitment to take the gospel
to the ends of the earth through
Short Term Summer Missions,”
Richard Kim, lead pastor of Gos-
pel Life Mission Church and di-
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rector of KCM, said in a welcome
statement to conference attend-
ees.

Richard Kim; Steve ‘Bang’ Lee,
college pastor at Living Hope
Community Church; Sam Bay;
and Eugene Park, intern pastor at
Gospel Life Mission Church and
creative and missional director of
KCM, were among those featured
as plenary session speakers.

The conference also offered nine
seminarsontopicssuchasdiscern-
ing calling; dating and marriage;
choosing to stay or leave a church;
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Remains of a church property burnt down in the Indian state of Orissa. (Photo: All India Christian Council/Wikimedia/CC)

friendships; ‘gray area’ issues such
as drugs and alcohol; and difficul-
ties in the Asian American family
context, among others.

Attendees were also sorted into
mixed-campus small groups and
game groups, the former which
were also separated by gender.

KCM has a presence in uni-
versities including Biola Univer-
sity, Pepperdine University, UC
Irvine, UCLA, UC Riverside, UC
Santa Barbara, UC San Diego,
and the University of Southern
California.

Fuller Theological Seminary Hosts
Screening with Film Director Martin Scorsese

Fuller Theological Seminary,
located in Pasadena, CA, recently
hosted the film director Martin
Scorsese in a private screening and
interview session that took place at
the Laemmle’s Playhouse on Janu-
ary7.

The event featured a screening
of Scorsese’s recent film, “Silence,”
which follows the story of Jesuit
missionaries who try to build the
church in Japan in the 17th cen-
tury, based on a Japanese novel by
Shusaku Endo published in 1966.
Makoto Fujimura, Christian artist
and director of Fuller’s Brehm Cen-
ter for Worship, Theology, and the
Arts, was a consultant to Scorsese
for the film, and was also present
during the screening event.

“I hoped this film would reach
you, Fuller; you, the religious com-
munity,” Scorsese said at the screen-
ing. “But | also hoped it was wider
than that and not that narrow.”

Scorsese also praised Fujimura,
saying he “is a remarkable artist
and writer.” Fujimura wrote a book

which records his own reflections
on Endo’s novel, called “Silence
and Beauty,” which Scorsese de-
scribed a “quietly eloquent medi-
tation on art and faith, and where
they converge.”

“It has been an honor to advise
Mr. Scorsese on this film ‘Silence’
as a special advisor,” Fujimura said.
“This film truly honors Endo and
the martyrs of the Japanese past; it
is a profound gift given to the gen-
erations to come.”

Scorsese, who grew up Catholic,
had the idea of making “Silence”
after reading and being captivated
by Endo’s novel, which sold some
800,000 copies in Japan. At the in-
terview session in Pasadena, Scors-
ese said he hoped “Silence” would
pose for the audience questions
such as, “What does it mean to live
a daily Christian life? How does
one, if they are not able to or are
not clergy, how does one express
and live a true Christian life?”

In another interview with the Los
Angeles Times, Scorsese said one of

his greatest mentors was a priest at
St. Patrick’s Old Cathedral in New
York.

“I couldn’t understand how he let
2o his pride in order to serve. In a
way, ‘Silence’ is an attempt to work
through that question almost 60
years later. Because that’s the very
thing Rodrigues is struggling with
as well,” said Scorsese. Father Se-
bastiao Rodrigues is the main char-
acter in the story.

Scorsese’s filmography includes
works such as “Mean Streets,”
“Good Fellas,” “Shutter Island,” and
“The Wolf of Wall Street.” Scorsese
had directed another film related
to Christianity in 1988, called “The
Last Temptation of Christ.”

Meanwhile, the private screen-
ing and interview was coordinated
through the film arm of Fuller’s
Brehm Center for Worship, Theol-
ogy, and the Arts, called ‘Reel Spiri-
tuality.” The interview session was
moderated by Kutter Callaway,
assistant professor of theology and
culture at Fuller.

Lead a Conversation on Society’s Challenges?

respondents said pastors of local
churches are in the best position
to create healthy dialogue, and 10
percent said the same for univer-
sity professors.

Members of the media, elected
members of Congress, and busi-
ness leaders all received similar
amounts of votes (8 percent, 6
percent, and 7 percent, respec-
tively). Professional sports play-
ers received 1 percent of the votes,
while musicians received less

PAsToR JusTiN Kim

Sunday School: 11:30 AM

Sunday Services: 9:30 AM & 11:30 AM

College Group Meetings: Fridays at 6 PM

s Mission Church <

5005 Edenhurst Ave, Los Angeles, CA 90039
T.(818) 549-9191 / www.charis.church

than 1 percent.

“There’s a vacuum of pub-
lic leadership in America,” said
Scott McConnell, executive di-
rector of LifeWay Research. “We
know we have problems and that
we should talk about them. But
there’s no one who can bring us
all together.”

Out of the various ethnic
groups, Black, non-Hispanic sur-
vey participants were most likely
to select pastors of local churches

PasTor SunG CHANG

Placentia Site Sunday Services: 10 AM

(21 percent), while out of the re-
ligious groups, Christians were
most likely to select the same (16
percent).

Those between the ages of 55
and 64 were most likely to se-
lect pastors of local churches (17
percent) among the age groups.
Some 10 percent of those 65 and
older selected the same, while 7
percent of those 18 to 24 and 6
percent of those 25 to 34 said the
same.

PasTor HAROLD Kim

Artesia Site Sunday Services:

11:30 AM, 12:45PM

Artesia: 11841 178th St, Artesia, CA 90701
Placentia: 500 Bradford Ave, Placentia, CA 92870
| . T.(562) 246-0363 / www.christcentralsc.com
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Virginia Governor Issues Order Requiring
State Contractors to Ban LGBT Discrimination

Virginia Governor Terry McAuliffe
issued and signed an executive order
on Thursday, January 5, prohibiting
state contractors from discriminating
on the basis of sexual orientation and
gender identity, among other catego-
ries of discrimination.

The order, however, will only apply
to contracts made with the executive
branch of the state. It also only applies
to contracts made after the EO was
signed, and to contracts worth over
$10,000.

The executive order took effect im-
mediately after it was signed by the
governor.

“All Executive Branch entities are
ordered to include in their procure-
ment contracts valued over $10,000 a
prohibition on discrimination by the
contractor, in its employment prac-
tices, subcontracting practices, and
delivery of goods or services, on the
basis of race, sex, color, national ori-
gin, religion, sexual orientation, gen-
der identity, age, political affiliation,
disability, or veteran status,” the text
of Executive Order 61 reads.

Executive Order 61 is similar to the
first executive order that McAuliffe
made since his inauguration into of-
fice in 2014, which barred discrimina-
tion in employment practices in the
state government workforce.

“Starting today, the Commonwealth
of Virginia will not do business with
entities that discriminate based on
sexual orientation or gender identity,”
McAuliffe said in a statement. “Vir-
ginia is home to the best state work-
force in the country and this policy
will ensure there is no question that

Virginia Governor Terry McAuliffe pictured at the Miller Center in Charlottesville, VA in 2011.
(Photo: Miller Center / Flickr / CC)

all Virginians are to receive the full
benefits of their citizenship, without
regard to their sexual orientation or
gender identity.”

Meanwhile, the order includes an
exemption for “certain private child-
placement agencies.” In 2012, the
state adopted a “conscience clause”
allowing adoption agencies funded by
the state to turn away certain individ-
uals or couples for religious or moral
reasons.

The executive order drew support
from LGBT rights groups, such as
Equality Virginia.

“In addition to keeping Virginia
a place with a common-sense, pro-
business government, today’s Execu-
tive Order is a huge leap forward in
our goal toward becoming a state that
is a safe, welcoming, and equal place
for all Virginians,” executive director

of Equality Virginia James Parrish
said.

Conservative groups such as The
Family Foundation criticized the
move.

“In essence, the Governor is saying
that you can't do business with the
state unless you allow men into wom-
en’s bathrooms and fully embrace the
administration’s view that there are
no distinctions between male and fe-
male, as well as its definition of mar-
riage,” said Victoria Cobb, president
of The Family Foundation, in a state-
ment. “This affects hundreds of enti-
ties that provide goods and services
to or on behalf of the state, including
many churches, charities, and other
faith-based institutions.”

The executive order can only be
changed or repealed with another ex-
ecutive order.

Texas Senate Introduces Transgender Bathroom Bill
Similar to North Carolina Law

Weeks after North Carolina’s law-
makers failed to repeal their own
state’s controversial bathroom law, a
similar bill was introduced in the Texas
Senate on January 5, requiring the use
of bathrooms in public schools, public
universities, and government facilities
according to biological sex.

Senate Bill 6, also known as the Tex-
as Privacy Act, would override city or-
dinances that allow individuals to use
restrooms according to gender iden-
tity, and also bars cities from requiring
private businesses to have certain reg-
ulations regarding their bathrooms, al-
lowing those businesses to make those
rules for themselves instead.

Public facilities such as convention
centers that are leased to private busi-
nesses, however, are exempt from the
bill's requirements. Senator Lois Kolk-
hort, the sponsor of the bill, said that

accommodations will also be made
in public schools for transgender stu-
dents on a case-by-case basis, accord-
ing to the Texas Tribune.

Entities that act against the bill’s re-
quirements face fines of up to $1,500
forthefirstviolation,and upto $10,500
for violations thereafter.

“We know it's going to be a tough
fight. But we know we’re on the right
side of the issue,” said Lt. Gov. Dan
Patrick, one of the strongest support-
ers of the bill. “We’re on the right side
of history. You can mark today as the
day Texas is drawing a line in the sand
and saying no.”

Opponents of the bill argue the bill
is discriminatory, and also point to the
economic consequences other states
have faced for similar legislations, in-
cluding in North Carolina and Indiana.

“All Texans care deeply about safety

and privacy, but Senate Bill 6 isn't
about either of those things,” said Chris
Wallace, president of the Texas Associ-
ation of Business. “Senate Bill 6 is dis-
criminatory and wholly unnecessary
legislation that, if passed, could cost
Texas as much as $8.5 billion in GDP
and the loss of more than 185,000 jobs
in the first year alone.”

Meanwhile, Texas was one of a doz-
en states that filed a lawsuit against
the Department of Education and the
Department of Justice in opposition
to the Obama administration’s direc-
tive issued last year, which allowed
students to use restrooms and locker
rooms according to gender identity. In
August, a Texas federal judge granted
a preliminary injunction, blocking the
directive from being effective. Howev-
er, states can still opt out of the injunc-
tion if they decide to do so.

Advocates for Chibok School Girls Mark
1,000 Days Since Abduction by Boko Haram

As Sunday marked 1,000 days since
over 200 Chibok school girls were kid-
napped by Boko Haram, advocates
from around the world, as well as the
Nigerian president, expressed hopes
that the remaining girls would be freed.

In April of 2014, Boko Haram kid-
napped 276 school girls in Borno.
Since then, several girls were rescued,
released, or were able to escape, but
reports say about 200 are still held
captive.

Nigerian President Muhammadu
Buhari expressed a commitment to
continue efforts to rescue the remain-
ing girls who are captive to the extrem-
ist group.

“We are hopeful that many more will
still return,” Buhari was quoted as say-
ing by Al Jazeera. “The tears never dry,
the ache is in our hearts. Our hearts
will leap for joy, as more and more of
our daughters return. Itis a goal we re-

main steadfastly committed to.”

Buhari also made comments on
Twitter, saying, “I'm hopeful that soon,
Chibok community, Nigeria, and, in-
deed, the world, will welcome the re-
maining girls back home.”

Other public figures and advocacy
organizations have also made state-
ments to mark the day. Amnesty Inter-
national, a human rights group, called
on Boko Haram to immediately release
the girls, and also spotlighted the other
abductions and attacks perpetrated by
the extremist group.

“This terrible anniversary is a chill-
ing reminder not just of the tragic dis-
appearance of the Chibok school girls,
but also all other individuals — many
of whom are also children — who re-
main captive in Boko Haram’s hide-
outs across the country,” said Makmid
Kamara, the acting country director
for Amnesty International Nigeria.

“These abductions and other attacks
on civilians, many of which constitute
war crimes, must stop.”

Malala Yousafzai, Pakistani activist,
said her “heart breaks for the families
who long for their precious daugh-
ters.”

“The men who took the Chibok
girls and others like them cannot take
away their courage or the love of their
families,” Yousafzai said in a statement
posted on the Bring Back Our Girls
Facebook page. “I still hold hope that
one day the girls will come home, fin-
ish their education and choose their
futures for themselves.”

Meanwhile, one of the school girls
was found to have been freed recently,
according to a January 5 report from
the Associated Press. Rakiya Abuba-
kar and her six-month-old baby were
found when Nigerian soldiers were in-
terrogating Boko Haram suspects.

Chinese Pastor Yang Hua Sentenced to
Over Two Years in Prison

BY RACHAEL LEE

A Chinese pastor who had been de-
tained since December of 2015 has
been sentenced to two and a half years
in prison, according to his lawyer.

The sentence was given on January
4, according to a Radio Free Asia re-
port, and Pastor Yang Hua was found
guilty of “illegally possessing state se-
crets.”

Hua is pastor of Huoshi Church, lo-
cated in Guizhou. He was arrested and

detained on December 9, 2015, when
police raided the church, and Hua
tried to stop them from confiscating a
hard drive, according to China Aid.

Hua’s lawyers have filed a lawsuit
against the police, alleging that Hua
has been tortured throughout his de-
tainment. They have also defended
Hua’s innocence.

“Even a day in jail is too much for
aninnocent person,” defense attorney
Chen told Radio Free Asia. “l have
only one thing to say about this. This

isn’'t a judgement: it's persecution.”

“This is a political case that has
nothing to do with the law or the
truth,” Chen continued. “This is po-
litical persecution pure and simple.”

Bob Fu, the founder of China Aid,
also released a statement regarding
Hua’s sentence, calling it “purely bar-
baric religious persecution.”

“We urge President Obama and
President-elect Trump to unequivo-
cally condemn this brutal act,” Fu
said.
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Sunday Services: 9 AM & 11:15 AM PasTor KeiTH PARK
Children's Ministry: 9 AM & 11:15 AM

Youth Group Service: Sundays at 11:15 AM

1380 S. Sanderson Ave, Anaheim, CA 92806
T.(714) 209-7349 / churchofsouthland.com
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Sunday School: Sundays at 11 AM

24428 S.Vermont Ave, Harbor City, CA 90710 |
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Irvine Campus Service Time: 10:30 AM

Brea: 695 Madison Way, Brea, CA 92821
Irvine: 100 Honors, Irvine, CA 92620
T.(714) 529-5551 / crossway-church.com

Pastor Tim PARK
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Youth Services: Sundays at 9 AM, Wednesdays at 6:30 PM
College Services: Sundays at 10:45 AM

3255 S. Diamond Bar Blvd, Diamond Bar, CA 91765
T.(909) 594-7604 / www.efreedb.org
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Children's & Youth Services: 10:30 AM

Friday Night Bible Study (Jr. High - Youg Adults): 7:30 PM

8500 Bolsa Ave., Westminster, CA 92683
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T.(626) 913-6611/ www. gsch.org ‘&
>,

Sunday Services: 9 AM&11 AM PasTor SAam KoH
Bible Studies: Wednesdays at 7 PM

Prayer Meetings: Tuesdays at 11 AM, Saturdays at 9 AM

2241 N. Eastern Ave, Los Angeles, CA 90032
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Sunday Services: 9 AM & 11 AM PasTor STeve CHANG
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T.(562) 694-2100 / www.livinghopecc.org

Sunday Services: 10:30 AM PasTtor Kiwon SuH
Children’s and Youth Services: 10:30 AM, 12:15 PM
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Life Vision Church

4077 W. Pico Blvd, Los Angeles, CA 90019
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Sunday Services: PasTor PauL Kim

8:30AM, 9:45 AM & 11:15 AM

asbyterian Church

1831 South El Camino Real Encinitas, CA 92024 'Sq?’
T.(760) 753-2535 / www.redeemersd.org \ )

Sunday Services: 1 PM PasTor DANIEL HAN
Youth Group Services:
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Jefferson: 150 W. Jefferson Blvd., LA, CA 90007
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