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United Methodist Church
Begins 75 Weeks of
Prayer to Decide Stance on
Same-Sex Marriage

The United Methodist Church
launched a “Praying Our Way
Forward” initiative on New Year's
Day with 75 weeks of focused
prayer before the revision of the
Book of Discipline on the topic of
human sexuality.

“We share with you a deep
commitment to the unity of the
church in Christ our Lord ... Our
president shared the deep pain
we feel. We have all prayed for
months and continue to do so.
We seek, in this kairos moment,
a way forward for profound unity
on human sexuality and other
matters,” said a statement issued
by UMC Bishops, addressed to
fellow clergy members and laity.

“The aim of ‘Praying Our Way
Forward'’ is to ask and listen for
God’s leadership at this critical
time in the life of our church,”
said Bishop Al Gwinn, who co-
chairs the initiative.

In the past, the UMC has re-
ceived much media attention due
to the differences in perspective
the denomination’s members had
regarding same-sex marriage.

The issue was also discussed
in the 2016 quadrennial General
Conference in Portland in May,
but the decision on gay marriage’s
legitimacy was then subjected to
further discussions by specialized

committees and panels.

The UMC currently does not
formally accept homosexuality
and deems it incompatible with
the Christian faith. The church
bases its position on sexuality
from the denomination’s Book of
Discipline which says that “self-
avowed practicing homosexuals
are not to be certified as candi-
dates, ordained as ministers, or
appointed to serve in The United
Methodist Church.”

The denomination had been
praying for the last six months as
well, and the January initiative is
a second phase of prayers which
will also have a broader commit-
ment to plead for the restoration
of the church and its global mis-
sion.

In 2016, some 5,000 peo-
ple joined a special website
(umcprays.org) dedicated to
prayers to intercede for the Gen-
eral Conference. Members from
around the world offered their
spiritual support to the church
through this website.

The website, formerly called
60daysofprayer.org, has listed
the annual conferences of dif-
ferent regions on a calendar and
each conference will intentionally
pray for the worldwide UMC mis-
sion for one week.

This year's GKYM Conference took place at the Rochester Riverside Convention Center from December 27 to 30.

Hundreds Commit to Mission Work at
GKYM Conference in Rochester

About 600 individuals com-
mitted to missions at the annual
‘GKYM Conference’ which took
place this year at the Rochester
Riverside Convention Center
from December 27 to 30. GKYM
Conferences have taken place in
different cities each year, and the
conference last took place in Roch-
ester three years ago in 2013.

Some 2,000 young adults and
youth attended the conference,
and during the third night (De-
cember 29) of the conference,
these young people prayed to-
gether and signed commitment
cards detailing how they will
commit themselves to mission
work. About 600 committed
themselves to short or long-term

missions.

Conference speakers included
Michael Oh, the executive direc-
tor of the Lausanne Movement;
Jim-Bob Park, the senior pastor
of Oriental Mission Church; Min
Chung, the senior pastor of Cov-
enant Fellowship Church; Sung
No, the senior pastor of Toronto
Milal Church; Jason Noh, the se-
nior pastor of Light Korean Pres-
byterian Church in Toronto; and
Hae Taik Kim, the co-founder of
GKYM International and senior
pastor of Choongsyn Reformed
Church in New York; among oth-
ers.

“Before Jesus ascended into
heaven, he told his disciples to
share the gospel to the ends of the

earth,” said Hae Taik Kim during
the last night of the conference.
“If we believe in Jesus, before we
‘become’ missionaries, we already
are missionaries.”

As around 2,000 to 3,000
young people gather for GKYM
Conference each year, some years
see as many as 1,000 committing
themselves to mission work. The
conference has also seen more
involvement from second genera-
tion Korean Americans over the
years in leading the organization
of the event. The staff and speak-
ers during this year’s conference
saw more 1.5 or second genera-
tion leaders than previous years,
and most of the conference ses-
sions were in English.

Tens of Thousands of Young People Gather at Georgia Dome for Passion 2017

About 50,000 young people
gathered at the Georgia Dome
starting Monday for the annual
Passion Conference, which fo-
cuses on inspiring young people
to live for Jesus. The conference
concluded on Wednesday.

“Passion exists to see a genera-
tion leverage their lives for what
matters most,” the conference
website states.

“To live in such a way that their
journey on earth counts for what
is most important in the end. For
us at Passion, that's the fame of
the One who rescues and restores,
and the privilege we have to am-

plify His name in everything we
do.”

The conference, which first
began in 1995, has been geared
toward young people from the
ages of 18 to 25, but this year,
the event’s night sessions were
opened up to ‘alumni’ of the con-
ference and adults older than 25.
Livestreaming was also made
available through the Passion
phone app and online.

Louie Giglio, the founder of
the Passion Conference, John
Piper, Francis Chan, and Chris-
tine Caine were among the speak-
ers of this year’s conference, and

performances by Chris Tomlin,
Crowder, Matt Redman, and Hill-
song United were also featured
during the event. Singer Carrie
Underwood also made a surprise
appearance during the first night
of the conference.

This year’s conference also
continued the tradition of giv-
ing back, as attendees have done
over the years. Organizers have
encouraged attendees to give fi-
nancially to The END IT Move-
ment to help combat human
trafficking, and to donate new
socks and towels to give to those
who are homeless.

Passion 2017 took place from January 2 to 4 at the Georgia Dome. (Photo courtesy of Passion
Conference)

Woori Church of New York Shares the ‘Love of Christmas’ in Haliti

A mission team from Woori Church of New York shared the gospel in Haiti from December 27 to January 2.

Woori Church of New York em-
barked on a mission trip from De-
cember 27 to January 2 in Haiti.
The church, after starting its Haiti
mission trips in 2013, chose the
busiest time of the year during the
holiday season to go on the mission
trip, carrying the love and gifts of
Christmas to the Haiti natives.

This year, the mission team
comprised of 13 people, and the
team participated in relief efforts
and evangelism, particularly to or-
phans. The church prepared gifts

for the orphans in Haiti on Decem-
ber 18, and the gifts included let-
ters and a photo of the members of
Woori Church.

“The orphans must actually
spend the end of the year, which
includes the Christmas and New
Year holidays, alone,” said Won
Tae Cho, the senior pastor of Woori
Church. “During a time when there
are less people visiting these places,
we have been planning short term
mission trips to share the love of
Christmas each year.”

Christian Watchdog Group Releases List of Countries with Worst Persecution

A persecution watchdog group
released on Wednesday its annual
report on the countries in which
persecution against Christians is
most severe.

Called the ‘Hall of Shame’ re-
port, International Christian
Concern’s list of persecutors does
not rank the countries in order of
severity, like that of another per-
secution watchdog group called
Open Doors USA. Instead, the
report categorizes the countries
into three groups: worst of the
worst countries; core countries;
and new and noteworthy.

To note, the United States was
included in the Hall of Shame re-
port for the first time, listed under
the ‘new and noteworthy’ coun-
tries.
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“We felt it was important this
year that we highlight three coun-
tries where religious discrimina-
tion and persecution are deemed
unusual but have reached a cer-
tain threshold of concern. These
are Mexico, Russia, and sadly, the
United States,” Jeff King, president
of the ICC, said in a statement.

“While conditions in the US are
in no way comparable to other
countries on the list, a certain seg-
ment of the culture and the courts
seem to be intent on driving faith
out of the public square,” King
continued. “There have been too
many court cases with bad deci-
sions to miss the clear trend line.”

Worst of the worst countries
listed in the report include North
Korea, lraq, Syria, and Nigeria.
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The report noted that Christians
are persecuted through various
means, including a class system
in North Korea, the government’s
monitoring of its citizens, and
prison and labor camps.

“DPRK is the world’s worst hu-
man rights violator and the most
violent persecutor of Christians,”
the report states. “Since Christi-
anity elevates God over the State,
North Korea sees Christianity as
a dangerous movement that chal-
lenges their power and must be
silenced.”

North Korea has also been
frequently mentioned by other
groups for its persecution against
Christians. In the Open Doors
USA’'s own list of persecutors
against Christians, North Korea
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has consistently been listed as the
top persecuting nation against
Christians.

For Iraq, Syria, and Nigeria,
the report noted the persecution
Christians face from extremist
groups such as ISIS, Boko Haram,
and Fulani militia.

The report also listed Egypt,
Saudi Arabia, Pakistan, India,
and China as ‘core countries’ that
persecute Christians. In countries
such as Egypt, Saudi Arabia, and
Pakistan, radical Islam was cited
as a source of persecution, wheth-
er engrained in the government
or as practiced by the majority of
citizens in the country. Similarly,
radical Hindus who harass and
perpetrate violence against Chris-
tians were noted as a source of per-
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secution in India, while China was
described to persecute Christians
by cracking down on churches and
religious minorities.

Russia and Mexico were two
other countries listed under ‘new
and noteworthy’ along with the
United States. In Mexico, Protes-
tant Christians “experience vio-
lence as well as loss of land and
livelihood,” the report states, while
in Russia, Christians face threat
of being fined for speaking about
their faith due to the country’s new
‘Yarovaya’ laws.

The persecution that Christians
face in the U.S. are due to “current
events and shifting perceptions,”
the report states, which are “caus-
ing conflicts between Christian be-
liefs and public sentiment.”
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Significant Majority of the 115th Congress
Identifies as Christian, Pew Study Shows

Most members of the 115th Congress
identify themselves as Christian, ac-
cording to a new Pew Research Center
study released on Tuesday.

The study showed that almost 91
percent (90.7 percent) of the 115th
Congress identify themselves as Chris-
tians. The percentage is slightly lower
than that of the 114th Congress, in
which almost 92 percent (91.8 percent)
identified themselves as Christian.

Most of the Republicans in Congress
identify themselves as Christians. Only
two Republicans do not, and instead
identify themselves as Jewish. Among
the Democratic members of Congress,
80 percent identify as Christian. Oth-
ers identify themselves as Buddhist,
Hindu, and Muslim. One member
identifies as Unitarian Universalist,
and one member identifies as reli-
giously unaffiliated.

One of the aspects of the study re-
sults that was noted by the research-
ers was the significantly high number
of those identifying as Christian in
Congress despite Pew's recent stud-
ies showing that those who identify
as Christian in the general American
population has been on the decline.
In contrast, though Pew had found

as Christian. (Photo: ‘Cliff’ user on Flickr / CC)

that 23 percent of Americans identify
themselves as religiously unaffiliated,
that population is represented by only
one member of Congress.

“What explains the difference? Why
have the nones grown in the public, but
not among Congress?” Greg Smith, as-
sociate director for research at Pew,
told Religion News Service. “One pos-
sible explanation is people tell us they
would rather vote for an elected repre-
sentative who is religious than for one

1 il e | i

A recent Pew study found that 90.7 percent of members in the 115th Congress identify themselves

who is not religious.”

Among those who identify as Chris-
tian, the number of Protestants in Con-
gress has seen a decline over the de-
cades, while the population of Catholic
members of Congress has grown. About
56 percent of the 115th Congress identi-
fies as Protestant, a decline from 75 per-
cent who did so in the 87th Congress in
1961. Meanwhile, Catholics make up
some 31 percent of the new Congress,
an increase from 19 percent in 1961.

Franklin Graham, Samuel Rodriguez, Paula White
Among Clergy Members to Pray at Trump Inauguration

Clergy members who will be pray-
ing at President-elect Donald Trump’s
inauguration ceremony include White,
Black, and Hispanic pastors, a Catholic
cardinal, and a Jewish rabbi.

The six people of faith praying at his
inauguration are Franklin Graham,
president of the Billy Graham Evan-
gelistic Association, Bishop Wayne T.
Jackson, pastor of Great Faith Minis-
tries International, Rev. Samuel Rodri-
guez, founder of New Season Christian
Worship Center, Pastor Paula White
of New Destiny Christian Center in
Florida, Cardinal Timothy Dolan,
Archbishop of New York, and Rabbi
Marvin Hier, the founder of the Simon
Wiesenthal Center.

“It is a privilege to be asked to take
part in the inauguration of the next
President of the United States. I am
very thankful that prayer and reading
from God'’s Holy Word will be a part of
this important ceremony as the world
watches,” Graham posted on his Fa-
cebook page Wednesday. “We need
God’s blessing and favor on this na-
tion and our new president, Donald

J. Trump. I’'m praying for that -- will
you?”

Jackson said that he was surprised
when he was chosen to be a part of the
faith leaders at the inauguration. He
said that his prayerful role is not an
endorsement, but a duty as a man of
faith.

“I received a call that | was chosen to
be a part of the swearing in,” Jackson
told WXYZ Detroit. “I was surprised
and also humbled by it.”

“We teach love at our church, we
teach scripture,” he continued. “l am
putting together a benediction that is
going to represent love and unity, to-
getherness.”

Rodriguez said that he has “enjoyed
getting to know President-elect Trump
and his team over many months,” and
also expressed his gratitude at being
able to pray at the inaugural ceremo-
ny.

“It is with deep gratitude that I ex-
press my thanks to President-elect
Trump and Vice President-elect Pence
for affording me the privilege of partic-
ipating in their swearing-in ceremony

on Jan. 20. There is truly no greater
honor than to serve one’s country in
such a special way on such a momen-
tous occasion.”

White, who has been accused by or-
thodox evangelical leaders of being a
proponent of the “prosperity gospel,”
said that Trump was a “caring man,”
and loved God.

“I found a very caring man,” she had
said at one of his July rallies. “I found
a man who had more integrity than
most people that | had encountered. A
compassionate man.”

“I will be humbled to stand shoulder
to shoulder on stage with the new ad-
ministration, other distinguished men
and women of faith, and with the great
sea of witnesses watching around the
country and around the world who
continue to pray for God to bless
America,” she told The Christian Post.

Cardinal Dolan also said that he was
honored to participate in the inaugura-
tion, and will “look forward to asking
almighty God to inspire and guide our
new president and to continue to bless
our great nation.”

Texas Begins Process to End
Medicaid Funding to Planned Parenthood

Texas officially began the process to
pull out Planned Parenthood from the
state’s Medicaid program in December
by sending it a termination notice, after
considering the move for over a year.

The organization received $3.1 mil-
lion in funding from Medicaid, but the
aid will be ceased in mid-January.

“Texans expect that when taxpayer
dollars are granted to health care pro-
viders, it is only to those who demon-
strate that the health and safety of their
patients come before a profit motive
that puts women at greater risk,” the
office of Governor Greg Abbott said in
astatement.

Planned Parenthood can appeal
the Texas government’s decision at
the state Health and Human Services
Commission, but a spokesperson for
the abortion provider said the com-

pany is still deliberating whether to file
the appeal in addition to challenging
the termination notice in court, ac-
cording to the New York Times.

“Texas isacautionary tale for the rest
of the nation. With this action, the state
is doubling down on reckless policies
that have been absolutely devastating
for women,” said Planned Parenthood
President Cecile Richards.

“The State has determined that you
and your Planned Parenthood affili-
ates are no longer capable of perform-
ing medical services in a profession-
ally competent, safe, legal, and ethical
manner,” Stuart Bowen Jr., head of
the Office of Inspector General at the
Texas HHS Commission, wrote in his
letter to Planned Parenthood.

Bowen Jr. said that the notice of
termination sent to the organization

is not the final step in defunding it via
Medicaid, but that it is an initiation of
the enforcement process.

Planned Parenthood said the deci-
sion could impact about 11,000 pa-
tients.

“Planned Parenthood continues to
serve Medicaid patients and will seek
a preliminary injunction in an ongoing
lawsuit filed in November 2015, follow-
ing the state’s original threats to take
action against Planned Parenthood’s
patients,” said Yvonne Gutierrez, exec-
utive director of Planned Parenthood
Texas Votes, the organization’s politi-
calarm.

Bowen Jr. also wrote in the letter to
Planned Parenthood that termination
of services will not affect care for wom-
en in Texas and will be transferred to
alternative providers in the state.

Blasphemy Trial Against Jakarta’s
Christian Governor Continues at Indonesian Court

The blasphemy trial against Jakar-
ta’s Christian Governor Basuki “Ahok”
Tjahaja Purnama has been ongoing,
and the latest court session took place
on Tuesday. The 11-hour court ses-
sion heard witness testimonies from
the prosecution, all four of whom said
Purnama should be detained.

Purnama is accused of insulting the
Quran based on an edited video. He
had also been campaigning for his sec-
ond term in February 2017 elections.

The judges refused to dismiss the
case as requested by Purnama’s law-
yers, who said that Purnama’s human
rights were neglected during the pro-
ceedings, and that there were several
inaccuracies in the allegations.

In his first hearing on December
13, Purnama had denied that his in-

tention was to insult the Qur'an. Ac-
cording to a report by Voice of Amer-
ica, Purnama said that his comments
were meant to refer to politicians who
misinterpreted the verses “because
they do not want to compete fairly in
an election.”

If convicted, he could face up to five
years of imprisonment.

Prior to and during the recent hear-
ing, supporters and opponents of
Purnama gathered at the Agriculture
Ministry, where the court session was
held. Some 2,500 police officers stood
watch at the site, according to Chan-
nel News Asia.

Judge Dwiyarso Budi Santiarto said
that Purnama could appeal to a higher
court if they disagreed with the court’s
decision.

A professor admitted to editing the
video of Purnama’s remarks while
campaigning and posted the edited
tape on Facebook to make it look like
the governor was insulting the Qur'an.

Purnama was referring to the verse
Surah 5:51, and says that “You've
been lied to by [people] misquoting
the 51st verse of the Al-Maidah.” But
the video makes it seem that the gov-
ernor is telling people that the Qur'an
lies to people.

The National Police had questioned
the professor on November 17, and
his lawyers also told local reporters
that he admitted to editing the tape to
distort the governor’s message.

Purnama is being supported by hu-
man rights activists, lawmakers as
well as religious leaders.
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Sunday Services: 9 AM & 11:15 AM PasTor KeiTH PARK
Children's Ministry: 9 AM & 11:15 AM

Youth Group Service: Sundays at 11:15 AM

1380 S. Sanderson Ave, Anaheim, CA 92806
T.(714) 209-7349 / churchofsouthland.com

Sunday Services:9AM, 11AM,and2PM  PAsTORS DAvID LEE &

Youth Services: S
UNG HonG
Sundays at 11 AM, Fridays at 7:30 PM

Sunday School: Sundays at 11 AM

24428 S.Vermont Ave, Harbor City, CA 90710 |
T.(310) 530-4040 1
www.cornerstonetv.com

Brea Campus Service Times:9:30 AM, 11:30AM  PAsTOR STEVE CHoI
Irvine Campus Service Time: 10:30 AM

Brea: 695 Madison Way, Brea, CA 92821
Irvine: 100 Honors, Irvine, CA 92620
T.(714) 529-5551 / crossway-church.com

Pastor Tim PARK

Sunday Services: 9 AM & 10:45 AM
Children's Ministry Services: 9 AM & 10:45 AM
Youth Services: Sundays at 9 AM, Wednesdays at 6:30 PM
College Services: Sundays at 10:45 AM

3255 S. Diamond Bar Blvd, Diamond Bar, CA 91765
T.(909) 594-7604 / www.efreedb.org

EM Sunday Service: 12:00 PM PAsTor JAMES KwAk
Children's & Youth Services: 10:30 AM

Friday Night Bible Study (Jr. High - Youg Adults): 7:30 PM

8500 Bolsa Ave., Westminster, CA 92683
T.(714) 891-2029 / www.oc1church.com

Sunday Service: 9:30 AM PAsTOR RONNIE PARK
Children’s and Youth Services:

11:30 AM on Sundays, 8:00 PM on Fridays

yod Stewards Church ',' .

2701 S Woodgate Dr, West Covina, CA 91792 L
T.(626) 913-6611/ www. gsch.org ‘&
- 9.

Sunday Services: 9 AM&11 AM PasTor SAam KoH
Bible Studies: Wednesdays at 7 PM

Prayer Meetings: Tuesdays at 11 AM, Saturdays at 9 AM

2241 N. Eastern Ave, Los Angeles, CA 90032
T. (323) 909-9062 / www.hillsidela.org

Sunday Services: 9:45 AM PasTor PHIL Kim

e Home Church

19271 Colima Rd. Suite A/B, Rowland Heights, CA 91748
T.(626) 384-1393 / thehomechurchrowland.com

Sunday Services: 11:30 AM

pssroads Church

1750 N. Edgemont St, Los Angeles, CA 90027
T.(323) 913-4499 / www.crclafgc.com

Sunday Services: 9 AM & 11 AM PasTor STeve CHANG
College Group Meetings:

Sundays at 12:30 PM, Fridays at 8 PM

1215 W. Lambert Road, Brea, CA 92821
T.(562) 694-2100 / www.livinghopecc.org

Sunday Services: 10:30 AM PasTtor Kiwon SuH
Children’s and Youth Services: 10:30 AM, 12:15 PM
College Services: Sundays at 12:15 PM

Life Vision Church y

4077 W. Pico Blvd, Los Angeles, CA 90019
T.(323) 373-0110 / www.nlvc.org ‘ .
a

LS

Sunday Services: PasTor PauL Kim

8:30AM, 9:45 AM & 11:15 AM

byterian Church

1831 South El Camino Real Encinitas, CA 92024 @
T.(760) 753-2535 / www.redeemersd.org \ /

Sunday Services: 1 PM PasTor DANIEL HAN
Youth Group Services:

Sundays at 11 PM, Thursdays at 7 PM

2525 James M. Wood Blvd, Los Angeles, CA 90006 ¢
T.(213) 487-3920 / www.ladongsan.com 5
=, .

Broadway Campus Sunday Services: Pastor MicHAEL LEe
9:45 AM, 11:15 AM, 12:45 PM
Jefferson Campus Sunday Services:

9:30AM, 11:30 AM

Broadway: 1721 North Broadway, LA, CA 90031
Jefferson: 150 W. Jefferson Blvd., LA, CA 90007
T.(323) 227-1414 / www. ynccla.org
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