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Donald Trump was elected to be the next President of the United States on November 8, 2016. He is pictured in this photo at a rally in
Phoenix, AZ in June 2016. (Photos courtesy of Gage Skidmore/CC)

Trump Elected President of U.S.

Evangelicals respond to election results, call for unity

BY RACHAEL LEE

Donald Trump has been elect-
ed to be the next President of the
United States, winning 279 elec-
toral votes on Tuesday. Hillary
Clinton won 228 electoral votes.

According to exit poll results, a
large majority — 81 percent — of
evangelicals voted for Trump. And
evangelicals had much to say on
the night of and the morning after
the elections. Some weighed in on
what it was that made Trump ap-
pealing to evangelicals.

“Itisn’t that folks liked him more
than previous candidates,” Tony
Perkins, the president of the Fam-
ily Research Council, said on Twit-
ter on Tuesday night. “They were
mobilized by what's at stake & the
clear contrast w/Hillary on life.”

The factors that some evangeli-
cals cited as reasons for their sup-
port for Trump may be among the
implications for Trump’s newly
won election. For instance, Trump
has defended religious freedom
during his campaign. Trump said
he would nominate conserva-
tive Supreme Court Justices. He
said he would repeal the Johnson
Amendment. He has expressed he
is pro-life. Trump has been friend-
ly towards Israel and has said in
October that he would move the

U.S. embassy from its current post
in Tel Aviv to Jerusalem.

“While I have often registered
doubts about what the term
‘evangelical’ means in polls, the
strength of the old Religious Right
has clearly not been exhausted,”
commented Thomas S. Kidd, pro-
fessor at Baylor University, on an
article in The Gospel Coalition.

“Part of the reason for this en-
during strength is that conserva-
tive Christians were scared and
scarred by threats to religious lib-
erty of the past eight years, ranging
from pressure against Christian
colleges and Christian groups on
campuses, to threats of punish-
ments for organizations and insti-
tutions that do not toe the line on
the HHS abortifacient mandate
and gay marriage,” Kidd contin-
ued. “Even for Never Trumpers,
there has always been a notion
that if somehow he got elected, he
could actually turn out to be help-
ful on matters such as the right to
life, and religious liberty, if he fol-
lows through on his promise to ap-
point Scalia-like judges.”

However, other evangelicals
cited Trump’s unpredictability
and the numerous times in which
he changed his position on issues
as among their reasons for oppo-
sition toward Trump. Those who

opposed Trump also pointed to
doubts about his character and
morality -- due to his brash com-
ments about women and people of
other religious and ethnic groups
-- which do not align with evan-
gelical values.

Still, Trump supporting or not,
there was a widespread effort to
remain hopeful among most evan-
gelicals who voiced their opinions
on the elections. Many called for
unity and cooperation.

“This election has been long, it’s
been tough, and it’s been divisive.
It'stime to put thatbehind us,” said
Franklin Graham on Facebook.
“Now is the time to come together
in unity and work together.”

“This isn’t the time to point fin-
gers and say ‘I told you so,” or to
assign blame. We need each other
more than ever, and the lines
that divided us over these last few
months cannot be allowed to grow
deeper,” Ed Stetzer, executive di-
rector of LifeWay Research, wrote
in Christianity Today. “It is time
to heal, and remember that we are
called to forgive even the deepest
slights. No matter what side of the
aisle we were on..we all wanted
something better for our country
these past 18 months. But we seek a
different and better place altogeth-
er, and we stand united in that.”

Asian American Ministry
Conference ‘Envisions’
Future of
Asian American Church

BY RACHAEL LEE

Asian American leaders and
members of various contexts
gathered once again in Southern
California for the third annual
Asian American Ministry Con-
ference hosted by Biola Univer-
sity’s Talbot School of Theology.
This year, the conference focused
on the theme of envisioning the
future of the Asian American
church.

Among the topics discussed
during the conference, which
took place from 9 AM to 5 PM
on Saturday, was the way that
Asian Americans could serve to
be witnesses for the gospel in this
generation. Dr. Peter Cha, profes-
sor at Trinity Evangelical Divin-
ity School who spoke during the
morning and evening plenary
sessions of the conference, em-
phasized the need to “develop our
authentic witness” in the modern
day, as non-Christians express
increasingly disillusioned senti-
ments toward the Christian com-
munity.

One of those ways to develop
authentic witness is to express
the Asian American Christian
voice, Cha said. Despite the di-
verse population of Christians
in the U.S., Cha noted that there
still exists a tendency for some
to think of Christianity as ‘white
man’s religion,” and to think of
‘white people’ when thinking of
the church in America.

“I think it will be our home-
work to figure out, what voice do
we bring to the table?” said Cha.
“I hope younger generation pas-
tors will collaborate to form that
voice.”

Cha also mentioned the po-
tential role that Asian Americans
have in racial reconciliation. In
the aftermath of the L.A. Ri-
ots, Cha said that many Korean
Americans responded and col-
laborated with members of the

African American community.

Today, Asian Americans still
can serve to be a bridge among
the different ethnic groups, he
said.

“This racial distrust will linger,”
Chasaid, encouraging those at the
conference to focus on the gospel
in the process of racial reconcili-
ation. “The gospel is a more pro-
found way than tolerance to racial
reconciliation.”

Chaalso alluded to the idea that
though some Asian Americans
may have a passion to be more
involved in the greater commu-
nity, Asian American churches
may not be giving enough room
for ministers and members to be
active in those arenas. Cha said
that among 18,000 attendees to
the Urbana Conference in 2015,
about 6,000 of them were Asian
Americans, which showed *“a
great deal of interest and passion
in our community to make an im-
pact with the gospel.”

“Are local churches presenting
the opportunities for them to do
s0?” he added.

“I hope that we will be able to
say that all the gifts that he gave
us — including our Asian Ameri-
can identity — we did not bury it
in the ground, but stewarded it
faithfully for his glory and king-
dom,” Cha said.

Meanwhile, the conference
also featured three sessions of
seminars on about a dozen topics
on specific ministries, including
church planting, college ministry,
children’s ministry, global mis-
sions, worship, organizing special
events, conflict resolution across
generations, family ministry, and
multi-ethnic church. Seventeen
Asian American leaders in those
respective areas were featured as
speakers.

The Asian American Ministry
Conference is set to take place for
the fourth time next year on No-
vember 4.

Christ Central of Southern California Begins Journey as Multisite Church

BY RACHAEL LEE

Christ Central of Southern Cali-
fornia, five years after its inde-
pendence from its mother church
Cerritos Presbyterian Church, has
begun its journey as a multisite
church as it launched its second
campus in Placentia on October
30. Some 240 people attended the
first official service at the Placentia
site at Valencia High School.

“If you've ever had the unforget-
table experience of holding a new-
born baby in your arms ... you just
wish and hope for the best for the
newborn child,” Harold Kim, the
lead pastor of Christ Central, said
during the service which marked
both the fifth anniversary of Christ
Central and the launch of the mul-
tisite.

“That’s how | have been feeling
along with the leaders as we have
relaunched and rebranded our
service in Artesia, and have our
first official service at Placentia,”
said Kim.

In a sermon titled ‘Happy Birth-
day, Christ Central,” Kim focused
on what it means to be a church,
and who a church is for, as he
spoke from 1 Thessalonians 1:4-5.

“The church is a community of
people called by God and changed
by God, through the gospel of Je-
sus Christ,” said Kim.

In particular, Kim shared four
commitments that Christ Central
has as a church, as he empha-
sized that the church is “not just
for us [Christians],” but also “for
our friends”: communicating the
gospel clearly and truthfully; con-

necting everything “to the central-
ity of Jesus Christ”; existing for the
common good; and practicing real
community.

“Christ Central will never claim
to be better than any other ...
church down the street,” he said.
“We are far from perfect, but we
are here. We are far from perfect,
but you are here. And there are a
lot of friends who need to be here
with you.”

Kim will be preaching at both
sites. The Artesia campus has re-
cently changed its service times to
11:30 AM and 12:45 PM, while the
Placentia campus will be holding
services at 10 AM.

The Placentia campus offers
nursery and children’s ministry at
the same time (10 AM), and youth
group will launch in 2017.

Christ Central of Southern California held is first official Sunday service at the Placen-
tia site on October 30. (Photo courtesy of Christ Central of Southern California)

Azusa Pacific University’s School of Education Honors Distinguished Alumni

BY RACHAEL LEE

Azusa Pacific University’s
School of Education honored
three alumni at its first Distin-
guished Alumni Awards Recep-
tion which took place on October
29.

Dr. Jason Song, the principal
of New Covenant Academy; Dr.
Maria Armstrong, the superin-
tendent of Woodland Joint Uni-
fied School District; and Ted Lai,
the education development ex-
ecutive at Apple were given Im-
pact, Influence, and Innovation

Local Churches and Ministries

A ministry through

isingand donations

{213)402-5136

awards respectively.

“Good teaching comes from
the identity and integrity of the
teacher,” said Dr. Anita Henck,
the dean of APU’s School of Edu-
cation, “and such are the stories
we have collected in receiving
nominations for our three new
alumni awards.”

“These stories are of individu-
als whose lives were influenced
by many educators, who in turn
as graduates have made a differ-
ence in the lives of generations of
students,” Henck said.

The three individuals were se-

Sunday Celebration Services:9 AM & 11 AM
Wednesday College Fellowship: 7 PM

18700 Harvard Ave, Building C, Irvine, CA 92618
T.(949) 385-3051 / www.ocbethel.com

lected among more than 15,000
alumni of the School of Educa-
tion.

APU’s School of Education
is accredited by the California
Commission on Teacher Creden-
tialing and the National Council
for Accreditation of Teacher Ed-
ucation, and offers 25 credential,
master’s, doctoral, and certifica-
tion programs in three depart-
ments including the Department
of Educational Leadership, De-
partment of School Counseling
and School Psychology, and De-
partment of Teacher Education.

PAsToR JusTiN Kim

Sunday School: 11:30 AM

Sunday Services: 9:30 AM & 11:30 AM

College Group Meetings: Fridays at 6 PM

5005 Edenhurst Ave, Los Angeles, CA 90039
T.(818) 549-9191 / www.charis.church

Dr. Jason Song, the principal of New Covenant Academy (NCA), was among the alum-
ni who were honored with awards at the first Distinguished Alumni Awards Reception
hosted by Azusa Pacific University’s School of Education. (Photo courtesy of NCA)
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Federal Court Protects lowa Churches from
Civil Rights Law on Sexuality

An lowa church is taking back its
lawsuit against the governments of
the state and the city of Des Moines
after a District Court judge ruled in
mid-October that churches are not
public accommodations and that
their religious views must not be in-
terfered with.

Earlier this year, Fort Des Moines
Church of Christ had filed a lawsuit
seeking to be exempt from the lowa
Civil Rights Act, a legislation which
the church felt could have compelled
churches to change their restrooms
and showers to unisex facilities in
opposition with their religious be-
liefs.

The church considered establish-
ing clear guidelines of bathroom
and shower use by members in ac-
cordance with their biological sex.
However, the church foresaw the
legal implications of such a move by

the state if such guidelines were to be
reviewed by the state commission on
civil rights.

“This lawsuit was necessary to en-
sure that the state won't try to enforce
the law against churches, and we're
pleased that lowa churches now have
the reassurance and clarity that they
need,” said Christiana Holcomb, Le-
gal Counsel at Alliance Defending
Freedom which is representing the
church in court.

The church’s request for a prelimi-
nary injunction against the law was
denied by the court, but the case was
permitted to be heard in the court
and subsequently the church was
protected from any future govern-
ment effort to regulate the churches’
stance on sexuality.

Judge Stephanie M. Rose consid-
ered the city officials’ claims that the
legislation was not meant for church-

es as unsubstantiated, because there
was no provision in the law to explic-
itly prevent the authorities from en-
forcing the Act on churches.

“The government acts outside of its
authority when it attempts to control
churches,” said Steve O’Ban, senior
counsel with ADF. “Neither the com-
mission nor any state law has the
constitutional authority to dictate
how any church uses its facility or
what public statements a church can
make concerning sexuality.”

Holcomb said that it was necessary
for the church to file such a lawsuit
in anticipation of any future govern-
ment action on the church’s freedom
of expression.

“Churches should be free to talk
about their religious beliefs and oper-
ate their houses of worship according
to their faith without fearing govern-
ment punishment,” said Holcomb.

Rowan County Prayer Case to Be Reviewed by
Fourth Circuit Court of Appeals

BY CHRISTINE KIM

A federal appeals court reopened a
case on October 31st concerning the
constitutionality of Christian prayers
at county board meetings in Rowan
County, North Carolina.

The case will be heard by all 15
members of the Fourth Circuit Court
of Appeals in late January in re-
sponse to a request from the Ameri-
can Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) for
arehearing.

In March 2014, the ACLU filed
a lawsuit on behalf of three coun-
ty residents -- Nancy Lund, Liesa
Montag-Siegel and Robert Voelker
-- who said that the prayers, which
were predominantly Christian, that
Rowan County commissioners of-
fered at county board meetings were

coercive.

In May 2015, U.S. District Judge
James Beaty ruled that the practice
was unconstitutional.

In September, a three-judge panel
overturned the 2015 decision that
deemed the prayers unconstitutional
by a 2-1 vote, citing a 2014 U.S. Su-
preme Court ruling in which prayer
at public meetings were upheld in
the town of Greece, New York.

The difference between the case in
Greece and Rowan County’s lies in
the people offering the prayers. In
Greece, religious leaders from dif-
ferent faith traditions were invited
to offer prayers for the board before
their meetings. In Rowan County,
however, elected officials were offer-
ing the prayers themselves, with 97
percent of those prayers being from

The Fourth Circuit Court of Appeals has agreed
to review the prayer case in Rowan County.

the Christian tradition.

The full Fourth Circuit will review
the decision that deemed the prac-
tice unconstitutional.

International Day of Prayer for Persecuted
Church Marked by Christians in 100 Countries

‘We believe that God uses the prayers of his people to
strengthen and deliver suffering saints’

November 6 was marked as the
International Day of Prayer for the
Persecuted Church, and Christians
around the world prayed for their
fellow believers who are being perse-
cuted in different parts of the globe.

On the International Day of Prayer,
Christians from over 100 countries
came together to pray for those la-
borers in faith who suffer every day
for the sake of the gospel.

The day was first observed in 1996
as a “Day of Prayer for Iran” when an
Iranian pastor was murdered in the
country. It has become an annual
day of prayer when Christians lift up
their brothers and sisters in Christ
and join in their support for them.

Incidents of persecution of Chris-
tians are reported frequently in the
international media, which recount
how believers are targeted for shar-
ing the gospel, distributing tracts,
and even assembling in homes.

“From merciless Killing, destruc-
tion of churches and buildings, to be-

Christian School

A Christian school in Sudan was
closed by authorities who conducted
their third raid on the school in two
months in late October, according to
Morning Star News.

Over 1,000 students are enrolled
in the Evangelical Basic School in Al
Jazirah, whose future was rendered
uncertain by the officials.

The school was pioneered by
American Mission in 1901, and is
run by Sudan Presbyterian Evangeli-
cal Church.

The school was also raided on Oc-
tober 4th and September 5th. Staff
members who tried to resist govern-
ment action were jailed for four days,
including headmaster Rev. Samuel
Suliman and Rev. Zakaria lIsmail
who is the pastor of the church affili-
ated with the school.

They were released after paying
a bail of about 30,000 Sudanese
Pounds ($5,972).

Several reports of Christian per-
secution have emerged from Sudan

ing forced to denounce Jesus as their
Lord, Christians are being stripped
of the ability to follow Christ in safety
and freedom,” Open Doors USA said
on its website.

“Because we have freedom of re-
ligion in the United States, we can
freely and openly worship Jesus
Christ,” it continued. “Let us stand
in the freedom we have to pray for
our persecuted brothers and sisters
around the world.”

A Nigerian pastor was quoted as
saying by Open Door: “Only guns of
love can silence guns of hatred. What
better way to love someone than to
pray for them?”

Christians around the world are
invited to pray for persecuted believ-
ers on the first and second Sundays
of November every year.

The International Day of Prayer
(IDOP) ministry has distributed de-
votionals, Sunday School materials,
and prayer points via dropbox.

“According to statistics, persecu-

tion is the daily reality of at least 100
million Christians around the world,”
said Godfrey Yogarajah, Executive
Director of the World Evangelical
Alliance and the Religious Liberty
Commission.

“These Christians, who face rou-
tine harassment and difficulties, of-
ten suffer in silence and isolation,”
Yogarah said. “Over the years, the
IDOP has served as a platform to
highlight their stories and advocate
their plight. Moreover, in so doing,
the IDOP has also been a source of
solidarity and encouragement to
persecuted Christians by reminding
them that they are part of a larger,
global family of believers.”

“We believe that God uses the
prayers of his people to strengthen
and deliver suffering saints. Based on
scripture, we are also convinced that
though sorrow may be the present
reality of those suffering for Christ,
triumph is their ultimate reward,” he
continued.

Raided and Closed Down in Sudan

after the partition of the nation and
formation of South Sudan in July
2011.

In April 2013, the Sudanese gov-
ernment ceased to grant new licenses
to build churches in the country.

Sudanese President Omar al-
Bashir has promised to implement a
strict version of sharia law and give
precedence to Islamic culture and
the Arabic language only.

Government officials have bull-
dozed Christian worship centers in
Sudan and expelled Christians from
the country after the secession of
South Sudan.

Open Doors World Watch List
2016 ranked Sudan eighth among 50
countries which score high in Chris-
tian persecution.

In June 2015, a group of young
women were arrested by Sudan’s
Sharia police for dressing ‘indecent-
ly’. The girls were wearing trousers
and dresses which the police said
exposed their arms. One of the girls

was sentenced to 40 lashes, but the
court dropped the charges following
an international outcry.

In 2013, Meriam lIbrahim was ar-
rested for marrying a Christian man.
At that time she was pregnant with
her second child. Her father was a
Muslim and her mother a Christian.
Her father had left her family when
she was 6 years old, but the Sudanese
court deemed Ibrahim’s marriage to
a Christian man as adultery because
her father was a Muslim. She was
given a death sentence as well as
a sentence to 100 lashes. While in
prison, she was asked to recant her
faith multiple times, but she refused
to change her faith. She was later re-
leased from prison and given asylum
in the United States.

“I put my life at risk for the women
of Sudan and for Christians live under
difficult circumstances, persecuted
and treated harshly. There are many
Meriams in Sudan and throughout
the world,” Ibrahim said.
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Sunday Services:9 AM & 11:15 AM
Children's Ministry: 9 AM & 11:15 AM
Youth Group Service: Sundays at 11:15 AM

PasTor KEITH PARK

1380 S. Sanderson Ave, Anaheim, CA 92806
T.(714) 209-7349 / churchofsouthland.com

Sunday Services:9AM, 11AM,and2PM  PAsTORS DAvID LEE &

Youth Services: S
UNG HonG
Sundays at 11 AM, Fridays at 7:30 PM

Sunday School: Sundays at 11 AM

24428 S.Vermont Ave, Harbor City, CA 90710 |
T.(310) 530-4040 1
www.cornerstonetv.com

Brea Campus Service Times:9:30 AM, 11:30AM  PAsTOR STEVE CHoI
Irvine Campus Service Time: 10:30 AM

Brea: 695 Madison Way, Brea, CA 92821
Irvine: 100 Honors, Irvine, CA 92620
T.(714) 529-5551 / crossway-church.com

Pastor Tim PARK

Sunday Services: 9 AM & 10:45 AM
Children's Ministry Services: 9 AM & 10:45 AM
Youth Services: Sundays at 9 AM, Wednesdays at 6:30 PM
College Services: Sundays at 10:45 AM

3255 S. Diamond Bar Blvd, Diamond Bar, CA 91765
T.(909) 594-7604 / www.efreedb.org

EM Sunday Service: 12:00 PM PAsTor JAMES KwAk
Children's & Youth Services: 10:30 AM

Friday Night Bible Study (Jr. High - Youg Adults): 7:30 PM

8500 Bolsa Ave., Westminster, CA 92683
T.(714) 891-2029 / www.oc1church.com

Sunday Service: 9:30 AM PAsTOR RONNIE PARK
Children’s and Youth Services:

11:30 AM on Sundays, 8:00 PM on Fridays

yod Stewards Church ',' .

2701 S Woodgate Dr, West Covina, CA 91792 L
T.(626) 913-6611/ www. gsch.org ‘&
- 9.

Sunday Services:9 AM & 11 AM
Bible Studies: Wednesdays at 7 PM
Prayer Meetings: Tuesdays at 11 AM, Saturdays at 9 AM

PasTor Sam KoH

2241 N. Eastern Ave, Los Angeles, CA 90032
T. (323) 909-9062 / www.hillsidela.org

Sunday Services: 9:45 AM PasTor PHIL Kim

e Home Church

19271 Colima Rd. Suite A/B, Rowland Heights, CA 91748
T.(626) 384-1393 / thehomechurchrowland.com

Sunday Services: 11:30 AM

pssroads Church

1750 N. Edgemont St, Los Angeles, CA 90027
T.(323) 913-4499 / www.crclafgc.com

Sunday Services:9 AM & 11 AM
College Group Meetings:
Sundays at 12:30 PM, Fridays at 8 PM

PAsTor STEVE CHANG

1215 W. Lambert Road, Brea, CA 92821
T.(562) 694-2100 / www.livinghopecc.org

Sunday Services: 10:30 AM PasTtor Kiwon SuH
Children’s and Youth Services: 10:30 AM, 12:15 PM
College Services: Sundays at 12:15 PM

Life Vision Church y

4077 W. Pico Blvd, Los Angeles, CA 90019
T.(323) 373-0110 / www.nlvc.org ‘ .
a

LS

Sunday Services: PasTor PauL Kim

8:30AM, 9:45 AM & 11:15 AM

byterian Church

1831 South El Camino Real Encinitas, CA 92024 @
T.(760) 753-2535 / www.redeemersd.org \ /

Sunday Services: 1 PM PasTor DANIEL HAN
Youth Group Services:

Sundays at 11 PM, Thursdays at 7 PM

2525 James M. Wood Blvd, Los Angeles, CA 90006 ¢
T.(213) 487-3920 / www.ladongsan.com 5
=, .

Broadway Campus Sunday Services: Pastor MicHAEL LEe
9:45 AM, 11:15 AM, 12:45 PM
Jefferson Campus Sunday Services:

9:30AM, 11:30 AM

Broadway: 1721 North Broadway, LA, CA 90031
Jefferson: 150 W. Jefferson Blvd., LA, CA 90007
T.(323) 227-1414 / www. ynccla.org
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“THE EXCITING APPEAL OF ELANTRA SPORT”

NE
YUNDAI
‘ Ilns:

At Signing, $2,000 Lease Cash, $500
Valued Owner Coupon, $500 Military
Rebate, $400 College Grad Rebate, On
Approved Credit. 12,000mile/year

NEW “DESIGN RENEWED BY INNOVATION”

2016 HYunpal SONATA
Technology & Ultimate
Package

Lease It For RDER ™ l TOWI

D 4 0 | §
All In Stock Wi

MSRP $33,349

36 Months Closed End Lease, $6,995 Due At Signing, $3,250 Lease Cash, $750 Competitive Owner Coupon, $500 Military Rebate, $400 College Grad Rebate, On Approved Credit. 12,000mile/year

“Its new, design redefines the compact SUV:Z

E)

TR ERR SErwn

" Lease It For

MSRP 524,115

24 Months Closed End Lease. $3,999 Due

At Lease Signing, $2,500 Lease Cash,

$500 Valued Owner Coupon,

$500 Military Rebate, $400 College Grad Rebate
$750 Black Friday Cash

On Approved Credit. 12,000mile/year

2017 HYUNDAI
SANTA FE SPORTS 2.4 FWD-

Lease It For 311 8 +Tax

At Lease Signing,

$750, Competitive Owner Col

$500 Military Rebate, $400 College Gra
$1,000 Black Friday Cash

On Approved Credit. 12,000mile/year

America’s Best Warranty*

&HYUNDAI 10 10a1100.000 e

Terms and conditions available
“See dealer for LIMITED WARRANTY detais

1-888-644-1114 -

3| X AE|E X} MAEl 2 _ ASsurance
626.513.4981  626.723.3336  626.723.3584 17621 Gale Ave, City of Industry, CA 91748
At picesexclude governmentees and o anyfiance charges deaer reparatonchages,andanyemsions testing chrges LASIOIEL T} QEIX|7HRE|0IA 20272

and availability are subject to change without notice. Contact Dealer for current information. Your actual mileage may vary depend-

ing on how you drive and maintain your vehicle. Actual mileage will vary with options, driving condions, driving habit and overall WWW. p h hyu n d al . CO m

vehicle condition. All vehicles subjuct to prior sale. Expires 24hours after publication. Plus Dealer installed options
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