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John Shin (left), pastor at Saddleback Church, interviewed Dave Ferguson (right) at the ‘Thirty Network’ gathering at Exponential West.

At Exponential Conference,
Asian American Leaders Convene

BY RACHAEL LEE

Forthefirst time, a separate gath-
ering for Asian American leaders
convened at the Exponential West
Conference that began on October
3 at Mariners Church.

The gathering was a pre-confer-
ence hosted by the ‘Thirty Network,’
a group that launched in February
this year that aims to resource and
cultivate Asian American ministry
leaders.

“We want to advance Asian
American leaders for them to be
able to influence the whole church
world,” said Kevin Nguyen, cam-
pus pastor of Saddleback Church
Irvine South, and one of the leaders
of the Thirty Network. “We want to
provide access points like the space
we had today to keep leaders in-
spired.”

Bigger conferences like this one
are helpful for leaders, but may lack
contextualized information, said
DJ Chuang, a strategy consultant
who is also one of the leaders of the
Thirty Network. He said it's impor-

tant to “have an intimate space to
have conversations like this among
Asian Americans.”

The session, which was split into
three parts, featured brief talks with
Daniel Im of LifeWay Christian Re-
sources, president of Exponential
Dave Ferguson, and DJ Chuang.

Daniel Im encouraged the pastors
to persevere, especially when the re-
alization of a vision seems far away.

“The time between the initiative
and the realization of adream is the
time when God is going to shape
you,” Im said. “God is less con-
cerned with our destination, than
he is in the journey and in the day
today.”

Dave Ferguson shared about his
journey of becoming the president of
the Exponential Conference, as well
as his thoughts on current trends of
ministry, among other topics. Agen-
eration ago, Ferguson said, many
ministry leaders pursued building
large congregations. Today, he said
the trend is that more people are
looking to “be a part of a reproduc-
ing or multiplying church,” rather

than simply a large one.

Ferguson added that he believes
much of the leadership of churches
and ministries in the future will be-
come more diverse.

“The face of the future looks more
like you,” he said.

“Being Asian American is not
about being a second-class citizen;
it's not less, but it's actually more,”
said DJ Chuang, adding that Asian
Americans have unique aspects to
offer to the larger community. “The
treasure that we have is that inher-
ently, we have the experience of
navigating multiple cultures.”

Meanwhile, this is the second
formal gathering of Asian Ameri-
can leaders hosted by the Thirty
Network, following its first official
gathering in February. The group
plans to host two types of major
gatherings regularly: ‘access point’
gatherings at major conferences
such as Exponential, and ‘signature
gatherings’ during which 30 minis-
try leaders in their 30s will gather
for a 30-hour retreat, to prepare for
the next 30 years of ministry.

Aslan American
Ministry Conference to
Focus on Envisioning the
Future of the
Asian American Church

BY RACHAEL LEE

The annual Asian American
Ministry Conference will be tak-
ing place for the third time, this
year under the theme, “Envision:
Looking Toward the Future of the
Asian American Church,” on No-
vember 5 at Biola University.

While the first two conferences
focused on the themes of mentor-
ship and leadership respectively,
this year, organizers hope to offer
Asian American church leaders
and members “more staying pow-
er, hope, and encouragement” for
the cultural context of the church-
es that they are in, according to Dr.
Benjamin Shin, the director of the
Asian American Doctor of Minis-
try cohort at Biola’s Talbot School
of Theology, who is also one of the
organizers of the conference.

“I don’t think this is necessar-
ily bad, but what | see happening
as a trend is that a lot of Asian
Americans are leaving the Asian
churches and going to primarily
white churches, thinking that the
white church would be better,”
said Shin. “And in some ways, it
is better, in that the white church
often has better systems and pro-
grams. But | think some people
are thinking that the Asian church
has nothing to offer.”

“I see this conference as being a
preview of the near future,” Shin
added. “If people stay in the Asian
church and implement some of

the things that we are going to
offer; if we put these resources,
talents, and abilities together,
the future of the Asian American
church will be dynamic.”

The conference will feature Dr.
Peter Cha, professor of church,
culture, and society at Trinity
Evangelical Divinity School, as
the main plenary speaker. Cha
is also the co-author of ‘Follow-
ing Jesus without Dishonoring
Your Parents: Asian American
Discipleship,” and co-editor of
‘Growing Healthy Asian Ameri-
can Churches.’

Workshops will explore various
ministry topics, such as the need
for partnerships in church plant-
ing, engaging in college ministry
through the local church, global
missions and reaching unreached
people groups, children’s and
youth  ministries, organizing
church events, and Asian Ameri-
can leadership in multi-ethnic
churches and ministries. This
year’s conference will also have a
resource room with books specific
to various ministries and cultural
contexts. Other services such as
financial advising and counsel-
ing will also be made available
throughout the conference.

The early bird registration price
for regular members is $25 and
$20 for students until October
14. Thereafter, prices go up to $35
and $30 respectively. For more
information, visit aamc.link.

Korean, Multi-Ethnic Leaders Prepare for Intercessory Prayer Gathering

BY RACHAEL LEE

With about one month left be-
fore the multi-ethnic ‘Heal Our
Land’ prayer gathering, Korean,
Korean American, and other eth-
nic leaders gathered at Grace Min-
istries International on September
29 to continue to prepare for the
event, which is set to take place on
October 23 from 5 to 8 PM at the
Anaheim Convention Center.

This year will be the second time
Korean church leaders have orga-
nized this event. The first ‘Heal Our
Land’ prayer gathering drew a few

thousand to the Anaheim Conven-
tion Center last November.

“This country is going through
a spiritual shipwreck,” said Rev.
Paul Gihong Han, the senior pas-
tor of Grace Ministries Interna-
tional and the head organizer of
the event. “But we can recover and
save this ship. But that recovery
is in the hands of God, and God
works through those who pray.”

About a dozen other ethnic lead-
ers from white, African American,
Latino American, and Middle
Eastern communities were pres-
ent at the preparation gathering,

along with Korean American pas-
tors Rev. Stephen Chong of Reviv-
al Church and Rev. Jeff Hyun of
Holy Wave, the English ministry
of Sa-Rang Community Church.

Organizers have also met with
college and young adult minis-
tries such as SOON Movement to
encourage college students and
young adults to participate, and
are planning to hold multiple
preparation meetings in the com-
ing weeks at different regions, in-
cluding the Inland Empire, South
Bay, Cerritos, Orange County, and
Los Angeles.

Members of various ethnic communities gathered on September 29 to prepare and pray

for the upcoming ‘Heal Our Land’ event.

‘Beyond Belief’: Millennial Artists Share Their Spiritual Journeys

BY RACHAEL LEE

Two years after its launch, NBC
Asian America is set to start a se-
ries spotlighting the spiritual jour-
neys of young Asian American art-
ists.

The series, called ‘Beyond Be-
lief,” takes a look into the creative
and spiritual spaces of five dif-
ferent artists from different ar-
tistic and spiritual backgrounds,
including Christian DJ and pro-
ducer Mark Redito; Sikh violinist
Raaginder “Violinder”; spoken
word artist and ‘Good Muslim
Bad Muslim’ podcast host Tanzila
“Taz” Ahmed; Buddhist slam poet
G Yamazawa; Catholic singer and
songwriter Jenyi Lee; and agnostic
comedian Teresa Lee.

“Whether you're interested in
culture, whether you're interested
in religion, whether you're inter-
ested in Asian America, it all kind
of comes together in this series,”
said Jason Chu, the producer and
host of Beyond Belief. “We're in
touch with all of those issues be-
cause they're pertinent to us.”

Chu, who himself is a Christian
hip hop artist, and Yohan Yoon,
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the director of the series, said that
Beyond Belief sprung out of their
own experiences with religion, as
well as those of their peers.

“Beyond Belief is like a conver-
sation that we've been having with
ourselves, and with each other for
months, for years. It's our journey
as well,” said Yoon.

Both Chu and Yoon, who are in
their mid- to late-twenties, said
they've experienced phases of
disillusionment in institutional-
ized religion, and found that many
around them were going through
the same doubts. Though both
identify as Christian, they realized
that sometimes the way they were
expected to live out or practice
Christianity felt forced or inau-
thentic to them. And the same was
experienced by many of the artists
they've spoken with.

“Millennialsaren’tmovingaway
from religion,” said Chu. “They’re
moving towards authenticity.”

Music and the arts have helped
these young artists move towards
a practice of religion that is genu-
ine to them, Chu explained. For
instance, though Raaginder grew
up learning about and practicing

Sunday Celebration Services:9 AM & 11 AM
Wednesday College Fellowship: 7 PM

=

T.(949) 385-3051 / www.ocbethel.com

18700 Harvard Ave, Building C, Irvine, CA 9261

Sikhism with his family, he said
music was one of the catalysts
that allowed him to deepen his
faith.

“It made me understand the
emotion of the scriptures, and
what the gurus were trying to
convey. It's easier to understand
things when it’s portrayed through
music. That's how | connected to
it,” said Raaginder.

“We found that the arts really
matter,” explained Chu. “What we
discovered was that a significant
reason that many young people
found their way back into religion
is because their artistry provided
them with an outlet to stay flex-
ible with their spirituality when
religion might have felt stifling to
them.”

Through stories like that of
Raaginder’s, Chu and Yoon hope
to shed light on how young people
today express and connect with
their respective religions. And as
Christians themselves, they also
hope to challenge the Christian
audience to think creatively about
engaging with young people.

“There is a model of evan-
gelism that's very conversion-

PAsToR JusTIN Kim

Sunday School: 11:30 AM

Sunday Services: 9:30 AM & 11:30 AM

College Group Meetings: Fridays at 6 PM

Mission Church

5005 Edenhurst Ave, Los Angeles, CA 90039
T.(818) 549-9191 / www.charis.church

Raaginder ‘Violinder’ (left) and Jason Chu (rlght) talk during one of the ‘Beyond Be-
lief’ shootings.

based,” Chu said. “It wasn't
wrong for its time, but it's not
necessarily helpful now. We're
not saying, ‘Hey, don’t go outand
pray for people. Don’t go out and
share Christianity with people.’
But my challenge to myself is, in
2016, what does it mean to share
Christianity? We shouldn’t stop
sharing, but what does sharing
mean today?”

Yoon added that he hopes the
series would break down negative
stereotypes of each religion.

“We want to dispel the notion
of radicalism that gets tied to reli-

PasToR SunG CHANG

Sunday Services: 11:30 AM & 12:45 PM

gion. There are a lot of stereotypes,
and there’s a lot of hate, a lot of di-
vide, a lot of walls,” said Yoon. “So
we want to create bridges. Bridges
between art and religion, between
religions, between the audience
and the artists, and show how all
of these things intersect and come
together.”

Beyond Belief will come in a se-
ries of six- to eight-minute clips,
and can be viewed online at NB-
Cnews.com and the NBC Asian
America Facebook page each
Thursday starting October 6 until
November 3.

PasTor HArROLD Kim

11841 178th St, Artesia, CA 90701
T. (562) 246-0363 / www.christcentralsc.com ‘ .
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California Governor Signs Bill Approving Single-
Stall Bathrooms to Be Designated as Gender Neutral

Governor Jerry Brown signed a bill
on September 29, mandating all sin-
gle-stall bathrooms in California to be
used as gender neutral.

The legislation requires all busi-
ness and government offices to post
gender-neutral signs on the single-
occupant toilets.

The bathrooms will now be subject
to inspection by health and other gov-
ernment officials who will check the
signs outside bathrooms to ascertain
if they comply with the state’s new
gender-neutral regulation.

The bill, AB 1731, was sponsored
by Assemblyman Phil Ting, who also
called it “the nation’s most inclusive
restroom access law among states.”

The bill will be implemented from
March 1, 2017. It was endorsed and
sponsored by Equality California,
California NOW, and Transgender
Law Center.

Cities which have already enacted
similar laws as California’s gender-
neutral bathroom bill include Port-
land, Washington D.C., West Holly-

California Governor Jerry Brown. (Photo: Charlie Kaijo / CC)

wood, Austin, Berkeley, Philadelphia,
Seattle, and San Francisco.

On September 27, the governor had
signed a bill to limit state-funded trav-
el to North Carolina and other states
over ‘bathroom laws’ that require
people to use restrooms in conformity

with their birth genders.

About 19 states including Indiana,
Kansas, Kentucky, Louisiana, Massa-
chusetts, and New York have brought
bills to their respective legislatures
that sought to mandate bathroom use
in line with biological sex.

Alabama Chief Justice Roy Moore Suspended for
Disregarding Federal Same-Sex Marriage Ruling

BY RACHAEL LEE

Roy Moore, the chief justice of Ala-
bama’s Supreme Court, was suspended
on September 30 for the rest of his term
by the Court of the Judiciary, which
ruled that he violated judicial ethics.

Moore issued an order in January,
six months after the U.S. Supreme
Court ruling which legalized same-sex
marriage across the country, prohibit-
ing probate judges in Alabama from
issuing marriage licenses to same-sex
couples. Soon after, the Alabama Judi-
cial Inquiry Commission filed a com-
plaint against Moore in May.

The Court of the Judiciary voted
unanimously that he was guilty of fail-
ing to “perform the duties of his office
impartially,” to “comply with the law,”
and to “uphold the integrity and in-
dependence of the judiciary,” among
other charges, according to the ruling,

Moore’s suspension takes effect im-
mediately, and will last until the rest of
his term which was set to end in 2019.
Given Moore’s age (69), he will be un-
able to be re-elected into judicial office,
as Alabama law prohibits individuals
70 or older to be elected or nominated
as ajudge.

Additionally, the ruling stated Moore
will be responsible to pay for the pro-
ceedings, and he will be suspended
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Supporters of Roy Moore rallied at Alabama’s state judicial building in 2003, when Moore was removed

from office for refusing to r aten cc

dments statue. (Photo: ‘HumbleGod’ / Wikimedia / CC)

without pay for the rest of his term.

Liberty Counsel, which has been
representing Moore, argued that the
move was a “violation of the law” in
that suspending Moore for the rest of
his term was a “de facto removal from
the bench” without actually undergo-
ing the process of removal, which re-
quires a unanimous 9-0 vote by mem-
bers of the Court of the Judiciary.

“To suspend Chief Justice Moore for
the rest of his term is the same as re-
moval. The COJ lacked the unanimous
votes to remove the Chief, so the ma-
jority instead chose to ignore the law

and the rules,” said Mat Staver, found-
er and chairman of Liberty Counsel,
said in a statement.

Liberty Counsel said that it is filing
an appeal with the Alabama Supreme
Court.

Meanwhile, the Southern Poverty
Law Center said the Court of the Judi-
ciary “has done the citizens of Alabama
a great service” in suspending Moore.

“Moore was elected to be a judge,
not a preacher,” the group stated.

Justice Lynn Stewart has been tak-
ing on the role of chief justice since
Moore’s suspension.

U.S. to Track Religious Discrimination and
Bullying in Public Schools

BY CHRISTINE KIM

The U.S. Department of Educa-
tion announced new protocol earlier
this summer in dealing with religious
discrimination or bullying in public
schools by requiring public schools to
report instances of religious discrimi-
nation.

The Department’s Office for Civil
Rights created a new page on its web-
site that outlines students’ rights and
provides other resources on religious
discrimination as well as an updated
complaint form.

Public schools across the country are
now required to report cases of harass-
ment or discrimination based on reli-

gion to the Civil Rights Data Collection
beginning the 2015-2016 school year.
Tt clarifies that the Office of Civil Rights
will investigate complaints if students
are subjected to ethnic or ancestral
slurs or are bullied based on outer ap-
pearance, including the way they dress
or speak. Furthermore, the Depart-
ment will provide resources to schools
beginning in October to help combat
the issue.

Catherine E. Lhamon, the Depart-
ment of Education’s Assistant Secre-
tary for Civil Rights, said in a statement
that “students of all religions should
feel safe, welcome and valued in our
nation’s schools.”

“We will continue to work with

schools and communities to stop dis-
crimination and harassment so that
all students have an equal opportunity
to participate in school no matter who
they are, where they come from or
which faith, if any, they subscribe to,”
she continued.

The Office of Civil Rights enforces
Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964
which prohibits federally funded pro-
grams to discriminate on the basis of
race, color, or national origin. While
the law does not explicitly address
religious discrimination, the website
clarifies that Title VI protects students
of any religious background from dis-
crimination based on their ancestral or
ethnic characteristics or nationality.

New Bill Introduced in Congress Aims to
Take Away Johnson Amendment Restrictions

A new bill that would allow pastors
to voice their perspectives on poli-
tics was sponsored and introduced
by House Majority Whip Steve Sca-
lise (R-La) and U.S. Rep. Jody Hice
(R-Ga) on September 28.

The legislation, Free Speech Fair-
ness Act (HR 6195), would address
the speech restrictions imposed by
the Johnson Amendment.

“For decades now, the Johnson
Amendment has limited the ability
for a lot of churches and religious
organizations and nonprofits to ex-
press their views and to exercise
their free speech rights and exercise
the religious liberty that is one of the
hallmarks of our Constitution,” Sca-
lise said.

The Johnson Amendment does not

allow churches and non-profits to
participate in any activity or speech
which endorses or opposes a political
candidate or any public policy.

“Millions of Americans will go to the
polls Nov. 8 and vote. These Ameri-
cans are a cross section of society; they
are diverse, with many different opin-
ions, political views, areas of interest,
and sources of knowledge that inspire
their choices,” Family Research Coun-
cil President Tony Perkins wrote in an
opinion on The Daily Signal.

“Such a robust civil society is part
of what makes our country great. This
civil society and the organizations
that compose it should be allowed to
inform their followers with expertise
that could help them choose elected
officials,” he continued.

The bill will permit churches and
non-profits to make comments on
political issues without fear of losing
their tax-exempt status or subpoenas
from IRS.

Pastors from around the country
participated in the annual “Pulpit
Freedom Sunday,” on October 2,
a date on which pastors have been
speaking on political issues for years.
Though the IRS never responded to
their activity, many churches around
the country have faced subpoenas for
sermons with political content.

However, HR 6195 does not permit
the churches and nonprofits to be-
come instruments of political agenda
but only allows them to speak about
public policies and political candi-
dates.
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Sunday Services: 9 AM & 11:15 AM Pastor KEeiTH PARK
Children’s Ministry: 9 AM & 11:15 AM

Youth Group Service: Sundays at 11:15 AM

1380 S. Sanderson Ave, Anaheim, CA 92806
T. (714) 209-7349 / churchofsouthland.com

Sunday Services:9AM, 11AM,and2PM  PAsTORS DAvID LEE &

Youth Services: S
UNG HonG
Sundays at 11 AM, Fridays at 7:30 PM

Sunday School: Sundays at 11 AM

24428 5. Vermont Ave, Harbor City, CA 90710 &
T.(310) 530-4040 B
www.cornerstonetv.com

Brea Campus Service Times: 9:30 AM, 11:30AM  PAsTOR STEVE CHoI
Irvine Campus Service Time: 10:30 AM

DSsway
mmunity Church

Brea: 695 Madison Way, Brea, CA 92821
Irvine: 100 Honors, Irvine, CA 92620
T.(714) 529-5551 / crossway-church.com

Sunday Services: 9 AM & 10:45 AM Pastor Tim PARk

Children’s Ministry Services: 9 AM & 10:45 AM
Youth Services: Sundays at 9 AM, Wednesdays at 6:30 PM
College Services: Sundays at 10:45 AM

angelical Free L
urch DiamondBar ™

3255 S. Diamond Bar Blvd, Diamond Bar, CA 91765
T.(909) 594-7604 / www.efreedb.org

EM Sunday Service: 12:00 PM PasTtor JAmES Kwak

Children’s & Youth Services: 10:30 AM
Friday Night Bible Study (Jr. High - Youg Adults): 7:30 PM

8500 Bolsa Ave., Westminster, CA 92683
T.(714) 891-2029 / www.oc1church.com

PasToR RONNIE PARK
od Stewards Church ;1 «

2701 S Woodgate Dr, West Covina, CA 91792 L
T.(626) 913-6611/ www. gsch.org ‘&
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Sunday Service: 9:30 AM
Children’s and Youth Services:
11:30 AM on Sundays, 8:00 PM on Fridays

Sunday Services: 9 AM & 11 AM Pastor Sam KoH
Bible Studies: Wednesdays at 7 PM

Prayer Meetings: Tuesdays at 11 AM, Saturdays at 9 AM

2241 N. Eastern Ave, Los Angeles, CA 90032 :
T. (323) 909-9062 / www.hillsidela.org 1

Sunday Services: 9:45 AM PasToRr PHIL Kim

Home Church

19271 Colima Rd. Suite A/B, Rowland Heights, CA 91748
T. (626) 384-1393 / thehomechurchrowland.com

Sunday Services: 11:30 AM

ossroads Church

1750 N. Edgemont St, Los Angeles, CA 90027
T.(323) 913-4499 / www.crclafgc.com

Sunday Services: 9 AM & 11 AM PasTor STeVE CHANG
College Group Meetings:

Sundays at 12:30 PM, Fridays at 8 PM

mmunity Church

1215 W. Lambert Road, Brea, CA 92821
T. (562) 694-2100 / www.livinghopecc.org

Sunday Services: 10:30 AM PasTor Kiwon SuH
Children’s and Youth Services: 10:30 AM, 12:15 PM
College Services: Sundays at 12:15 PM

4077 W. Pico Blvd, Los Angeles, CA 90019
T.(323) 373-0110 / www.nlvc.org

Sunday Services: Pastor PauL Kim

8:30AM, 9:45 AM & 11:15 AM

asbyterian Church

1831 South El Camino Real Encinitas, CA 92024
T.(760) 753-2535 / www.redeemersd.org

o g "‘ ]
<Oy

Sunday Services: 1 PM Pastor DANIEL HAN
Youth Group Services:

Sundays at 11 PM, Thursdays at 7 PM

ore Fellowship

2525 James M. Wood Blvd, Los Angeles, CA 90006

T.(213) 487-3920/ Jad . 2
(213) www.ladongsan.com a6 “J

Broadway Campus Sunday Services: Pastor MicHAEL LEe
9:45 AM, 11:15 AM, 12:45 PM
Jefferson Campus Sunday Services:

9:30AM, 11:30 AM

Broadway: 1721 North Broadway, LA, CA 90031
Jefferson: 150 W. Jefferson Blvd., LA, CA 90007
T.(323) 227-1414 / www. ynccla.org
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“THE EXCITING APPEAL OF ELANTRA SPORT”

NE
YUNDAI
‘ Ilns:

At Signing, $1,500 Lease Cash, $500
Valued Owner Coupon, $500 Military
Rebate, $400 College Grad Rebate, On
Approved Credit. 12,000mile/year

NEW “DESIGN RENEWED BY INNOVATION”

2016 Hyunoni SONATA r N \

Limited Technology
Package

-

_—

Lease It For +Tax TOWI . ] @ /"‘ .

mm% | -
All In Stock W - — | — N

MSRP $33,349

36 Months Closed End Lease, $6,995 Due At Signing, $2,750 Lease Cash, $750 Valued Owner Coupon, $500 Military Rebate, $400 College Grad Rebate, On Approved Credit. 12,000mile/year

“Its new, design redefines the compact SUV:Z

E)

TR ERR SErwn

" Lease It For

MSRP 524,115

24 Months Closed End Lease. $3,999 Due

At Lease Signing, $2,000 Lease Cash,

$500 Valued Owner Coupon,

$500 Military Rebate, $400 College Grad Rebate

On Approved Credit. 12,000mile/year ——

2017 HYUNDAI
SANTA FE SPORTS 2.4 FWD-

Lease It For 311 8 +Tax

$500 Mllltary Rebate, $400 College Gr.
On Approved Credit. 12,000mile/year

America’s Best Warranty*

&HYUNDAI 10 10a1100.000 e

Terms and conditions available
“See dealer for LIMITED WARRANTY detais

1-888-644-1114 -

3| X AE|E X} MAEl 2 _ ASsurance
626.513.4981  626.723.3336  626.723.3584 17621 Gale Ave. City of Industry, CA 91748
Alprices exclude goverment fcs o o any e chargs delr preparato chorges and anyeisions et charges LASIOIEL T} QIX|7I2E|0IA 202712

and availability are subject to change without notice. Contact Dealer for current information. Your actual mileage may vary depend-

ing on how you drive and maintain your vehicle. Actual mileage will vary with options, driving condions, driving habit and overall WWW. p h hyu n d ai . CO m

vehicle condition. All vehicles subjuct to prior sale. Expires 24hours after publication. Plus Dealer installed options
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