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Hundreds Gather for Korean American Missions Conference

BY RACHAEL LEE

Some 900 gathered in Irvine, CA
on Friday afternoon for the start of
the Global Medical Missions Alli-
ance (GMMA) Conference, which
aims to encourage Christians to
live missionally wherever they
may be.

This is the sixth such bian-
nual conference that has taken
place, but the first that has taken
place under the name of GMMA.
GMMA was birthed out of a first
generation Korean organization
called Korean American Missions

Health Council (KAMHC), and
though KAMHC has hosted nu-
merous conferences for Korean-
speaking missionaries and profes-
sionals in the past, this is the first
that they have hosted primarily
targeting English-speaking Kore-
an American students and profes-
sionals. Organizers say that this
year’s conference is also not only
geared towards those interested or
involved in the medical field, but
for anyone of any profession.

“My hope is that whoever comes
here, they would ask, ‘What does
God want? What is God's heart for

this world?” And that they would
change their behaviors, their daily
lives, and truly be transformed to
live a missional life,” shared Peter
Chung, the president of GMMA.
“The medical profession is just
the bellweather to bring others,
and together, to form a village to
transport the gospel all over the
world,” Chung further explained.
The conference was kicked off
with a session featuring Michael
Oh, the executive director of the
Lausanne Movement. Oh encour-
aged the audience to remember
that every Christian can live mis-

PCUSA Considers Forming New
Non-Geographic Korean Presbytery

BY RACHAEL LEE

The Presbyterian Church, U.S.A.
(PCUSA) has approved a recom-
mendation during the recent Gen-
eral Assembly that encourages
synods in the Western region to
consider creating a non-geograph-
ic presbytery for Korean-speaking
congregations, and to create a staff
position that would work as a con-
nection point between the denom-
ination as a whole to the Korean
congregations and presbyteries.

The overture was submitted by
the Task Force for Korean Speak-
ing Congregations, an entity with-
in the PCUSA which was formed
in 2014 to study how Korean-
speaking congregations could
thrive within the denomination as
healthy members. It was approved
by the Mid Councils Committee
unanimously by a 44-0 vote, and
by the General Assembly via voice
vote.

To note, a non-geographic pres-
bytery for the Korean-speaking
congregations in the Western re-
gion called the Hanmi Presbytery
had previously existed, but was
dissolved during the 221st General
Assembly in 2014 dueto “problems
of conflict and power struggles,”
according to Doska Ross, who was
the executive and stated clerk for
the Synod of Southern California
and Hawaii at the time. The con-
gregations that were a part of the
Hanmi Presbytery at the time were
then transferred into their respec-
tive regional presbyteries.

However, the Task Force --
which was formed in lieu of the
dissolution of the Hanmi Presby-
tery -- noted in the overture that it
found that Korean-speaking con-
gregations face multiple barriers
that hinder clear communication
between themselves and the de-
nomination as a whole (particu-
larly, the overture says, regarding
the issues of ordination and mar-
riage), as well as barriers that pre-
vent them from participating fully
in the denomination.

Some of those barriers, the over-
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ture states, include a lack of fluen-
cy in English and the impression
that the language barrier may give;
a lack of fluency in the denomina-
tion’s polity; and “feeling uncom-
fortable and unsafe in addressing
issues of theology, particularly due
to the fear of being stereotyped or
labeled,” among others.
Appointing a staff member that
works onanational level would en-
sure that communication between
Korean-speaking congregations
and the General Assembly regard-
ing denominational positions and
changes would be clearer, the
Task Force states, and allowing a
non-geographic presbytery in the
Western region would allow Kore-
an congregations to become more
involved in the denomination.

Korean Task Force
report also discusses
churches’ concerns
on ordinations,
marriages

“The task force recognizes the
difficult decision the 221st General
Assembly (2014) made to dissolve
the Hanmi Prebytery. It does not
wish to recreate a situation that
needed to be addresed by that ac-
tion,” the overture states. “Rather,
it urges consideration of whether a
new beginning is possible, one in
which a healthy presbytery can be
created that fully respects and is
committed to doing in its work in
a manner that respects our polity
and commitment to full participa-
tion by all who God calls into or-
dered ministry.”

The approved overture directs
the Office of the General Assem-
bly to create a staff position which
would work with the Office of Mid
Council Ministries and the Presby-
terian Mission Agency to support
Korean-language and second-
generation Korean congregations.
It also asks synods in the Western
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region to “intentionally consider
the viability of creating a new Ko-
rean, non-geographic presbytery
in the western United States.”

Meanwhile, one of the issues
that the Task Force mentioned
as particular concern for the Ko-
rean congregations is the issue of
whether pastors and congrega-
tions can act according to their
conscience regarding ordinations
and marriages. It went on to ex-
plain that “while confusion as to
these issues is very real, the task
force finds that the concern that
freedom of conscience will be lost
is unfounded,” mentioning por-
tions of the denomination’s polity
and the Westminster Confession.

In response to the concern that
thelocal, state, or national law may
require pastors to participate in
ordinations or marriages against
their conscience, the Task Force
referred to the majority opinion of
the Supreme Court in its 2015 rul-
ing that legalized same-sex mar-
riages, which states that “religions,
and those who adhere to religious
doctrines, may continue to advo-
cate ... that ... same-sex marriage
should not be condoned. The First
Amendment ensures that religious
organizations and persons are giv-
en proper protection as they seek
to teach the principles that are so
fulfilling and so central to their
lives and faiths.”

However, at the time that the
Supreme Court ruled in favor of
same-sex marriages, dissenting
judges also voiced concern for the
lack of religious liberty protections
made in the majority opinion.

“The majority graciously sug-
gests that religious believers may
continue to ‘advocate’ and ‘teach’
their views of marriage,” wrote
Chief Justice John Roberts in the
dissenting opinion. “The First
Amendment guarantees, however,
the freedom to ‘exercise’ religion.
Ominously, that is not a word the
majority uses.”

These and other portions were
not mentioned in the Task Force’s
report.
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sionally and radically for Christ.
“You don’t have to be a pastor
and go to seminary to be a mis-
sionary -- there is no profession
you can do here that you can’'t do
somewhere else,” Oh said. “Mis-
sions is simply doing what God has
gifted you to do, in the place where
the gospel is not yet well known.”
The opening session also fea-
tured a testimony from Dr. Alex
Philips, of New India Evangelical
Association, and a time of prayer
for the Southern Asian nations led
by Michael Lee, the senior pastor of
Young Nak Celebration Church.

The conference, themed “Arise
and Shine” based on Isaiah 60:1,
concluded on Saturday evening,
and featured five main plenary
sessions with speakers such as Da-
vid Gibbons, founder and pastor
of Newsong Church.

Attendees were able to choose
from over 50 different workshops
on various topics highlighting
specific regions, including Asia,
the Middle East, Europe, and Af-
rica, as well as specific professions
or skills, such as eye care, dental,
nursing, video editing, and acu-
puncture, among others.

Presbyterian Church in
America (PCA) Confesses
and Repents of Racial Sins

Korean Americans join in
repentance via separate overture

BY RACHAEL LEE

The Presbyterian Church in
America (PCA) approved over-
tures on June 23 that recognized
and confessed of historical and
continued racism in the denomi-
nation, and called on member
presbyteries and churches to work
toward racial reconciliation.

40 overtures from different
presbyteries have been submitted
to this year's PCA General Assem-
bly regarding racism and racial
reconciliation, and one overture
was approved by 861 to 123 vote,
also approving all of the other
overtures related to race.

The resolution was particularly
lauded for its explicit mention of
the Civil Rights Movement, and
the failure of the denomination’s
founding leaders to stop rac-
ism during the historical period,
though the denomination itself
was founded after the Civil Rights
Movement was concluded.

“The members of the PCA are
increasingly aware that during the
Civil Rights period, many of our
founding denominational leaders
and churches not only failed to
support, but also actively worked
againstracial reconciliation in both
church and society through sins of
commission and omission, includ-
ing: barring African Americans
from worship services; misusing
and twisting the Bible to support
racial segregation; participating in
and defending white supremacist
organizations; and failing to speak
out against state-supported seg-
regation and to support efforts to
secure access to basic human and
civil rights,” the overture states.

“The General Assembly recog-
nizes that the sins of racism and
racial injustice -- not only toward
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African Americans, but also to-
ward other racial minorities -- are
not simply past sins, but continue
to be sins with which our churches
and congregants wrestle,” it adds.

“Be it further resolved, that this
General Assembly does recognize,
confess, condemn and repent of
past failures to love brothers and
sisters from minority cultures in
accordance with what the Gospel
requires, as well as failures to lov-
ingly confront our brothers and
sisters concerning racial sins and
personal bigotry, and failing to
‘learn to do good, seek justice and
correct oppression (Isaiah 1:17),”
the overture continues.

The issue was initially consid-
ered during last year's denomi-
national gathering, but the PCA
deferred the apology to this year’s
meeting to ensure that it's “heart-
felt and accurate,” according to
Christianity Today.

The overture calls on leaders of
presbyteries and congregations to
let their respective members know
of the resolution, and to allow each
to “prayerfully confess their own ra-
cial sinsas led by the Spiritand strive
towards racial reconciliation for the
advancement of the gospel, the love
of Christ, and the glory of God.”

Among the numerous overtures
calling for racial reconciliation
was one submitted by the Korean
Southwest Orange County Presby-
tery, which included a portion spe-
cifically mentioning the racial sins
of the Korean community.

“Ethnic Korean and Korean
American Teaching and Ruling EI-
ders recognize our own complicity
and role in perpetuating oppres-
sion, and confess our indifference
and inaction toward the plight of
our Black brethren,” the resolu-
tion states.
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Pharmacy Declined Hearing Regarding
Religious Objection to Contraceptives

BY CHRISTINE KIM

The U.S. Supreme Court declined to
hear a case brought by a family-owned
pharmacy in Washington that cited re-
ligious beliefs as the basis for refusing
to provide emergency contraceptives.

The case was brought by a Christian
family -- the Stormans -- who owns
Ralphs Thriftway, a grocery store and
a pharmacy.

In 2007, Washington state enforced
a regulation that requires pharma-
cies to have in stock all drugs and that
pharmacies cannot “refuse to deliver a
drug or device to a patient because its
owner objects to delivery on religious,
moral or other personal grounds,” the

regulation reads.

The Stormans family challenged
the regulation in objection to having
to provide Plan B or other emergency
contraception, saying that doing so
violates their belief that life begins at
conception.

A federal district judge struck down
the regulation, saying that that it was
unconstitutional. However, in July
2015, the 9th U.S Circuit Court of Ap-
peals reversed the ruling, upholding
the requirement that all pharmacies
deliver all prescribed drugs.

The Supreme Court’s inaction leaves
the current law in place, allowing the
state to enforce its own law.

“If this is a sign of how our religious

liberty claims will be treated in the
years again, those who value religious
liberty have cause for great concern,”
Alito said in his 15-page dissent re-
leased on Tuesday. “The dilemma this
creates for the Stormans family and
others like them is plain: Violate your
sincerely held religious beliefs or get
out of the pharmacy business.” He was
joined by Chief Justice John Roberts
and Justice Clarence Thomas in his
dissent.

Alito also mentions that the drugs
the Stormans objected to having in
stock was stocked by “more than 30
other pharmacies within five miles” of
the pharmacy owned the by the Chris-
tian family.

Texas Laws on Abortion Clinics Ruled
Unconstltutlonal

The Supreme Court ruled against
Texas abortion restrictions on Mon-
day that mandated hospital-like sur-
gical standards and hygiene in clinics
and access to emergency hospitals,
which sponsors of the bill say are to
protect women against botched abor-
tions.

The first regulation required abor-
tion clinics to be certified as ambula-
tory surgical centers, and the second
made it mandatory for doctors who
perform abortions at clinics to have
admitting rights at nearby hospitals
where patients could be taken in case
of complications.

The court, in its 5-to-3 verdict, ruled
that the Texas government imposed
the restrictions only to reduce abor-
tion access and not out of concern for
women’s health.

The regulations in Texas would have
closed down most abortion clinics,
abortion advocates say.

The majority opinion said that these
regulations were “undue burden” on
women trying to end their pregnancies.

“The surgical center requirement,
like the admitting-privileges require-
ment, provides few, if any, health ben-
efits for women, poses a substantial
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obstacle to women seeking abortions,
and constitutes an undue burden on
their constitutional right to do so,” said
Justice Stephen G. Breyer who wrote
for the majority.

As the mandate on abortion clin-
ics in Texas is struck down, the court
is expected to dismiss similar laws in
seven other states which have lawsuits
filed against them for regulating abor-
tion clinics.

Justice Clarence Thomas opposed
the majority verdict and said in his dis-
senting opinion that the court applies
different rules for different constitu-

tional rights.

“As the court applies whatever stan-
dard it likes to any given case, nothing
but empty words separates our consti-
tutional decisions from judicial fiat,”
he wrote.

“The decision erodes States’ law-
making authority to safeguard the
health and safety of women and sub-
jects more innocent life to being lost,”
said Texas governor Greg Abbott re-
garding the ruling. “Texas’ goal is to
protect innocent life, while ensuring
the highest health and safety standards
for women.”

Obama Administration’s Executive Order
on Immlgratlon Blocked

BY CHRISTINE KIM

The Supreme Court has deadlocked
over a case regarding President Ba-
rack Obama’s immigration plan, it an-
nounced on June 23, blocking the plan
from taking effect which would have
allowed undocumented immigrants
to receive work permits and protected
over four million undocumented im-
migrants from deportation.

The 4-4 split vote was announced
with a one-sentence ruling that reads,
“Thejudgment is affirmed by an equal-
ly divided court.” The tie vote leaves
in place a lower court ruling made in
2015 that ruled against Obama’s ex-
ecutive order.

“This is a ruling that affects millions
of American families, but because the
Supreme Court does not have its full
complement of nine justices, the court
was unable to deliver a definitive ruling
a case of such national importance,”
said president of Constitutional Ac-
countability Center Elizabeth Wydra,
referring to Justice Antonin Scalia’'s
death this past February.

( hoto NAKASEC) Immigration activists held signs in support of DAPA in Annandale VA.

“It is heartbreaking for the millions
of immigrants who've made their lives
here, who've raised families here, who
hoped for the opportunity to work, pay
taxes, serve in our military, and more
fully contribute to this country we all
love in an open way,” said President
Obama, according to USA Today.

Obama announced his immigra-
tion programs via an executive order
in 2014. Immediately, a coalition of
26 states, including Texas, blocked the
plan on the basis that the president

overstepped his power in attempts to
bypass Congress.

In 2015, a federal judge blocked the
plan from taking effect, siding with the
states.

The program, called Deferred Action
for Parents of Americans and Law-
ful Permanent Residents, or DAPA,
would have offered protection to par-
ents of children who are U.S. citizens
or permanent residents from deporta-
tion and provided a renewable work
permit for three years.

Affirmative Action in U. of Texas Upheld

BY CHRISTINE KIM

The Supreme Court upheld the Uni-
versity of Texas’ affirmative action
program on June 23, allowing the uni-
versity to consider race and ethnicity in
the admissions process.

By a 4-3 vote, the justices voted in
favor of the program. Justice Elena
Kagan recused herself due to her prior
position as solicitor general during
which she had worked on the case.

Justice Anthony M. Kennedy wrote
the majority opinion. He was joined by
Justices Stephen G. Breyer, Sonia So-
tomayor, and Ruth Bader Ginsburg.

“A university is in large part defined
by those intangible ‘qualities which are
incapable of objective measurement
but which make for greatness.’ Consid-
erable deference is owed to a university
in defining those intangible character-
istics, like student body diversity, that
are central to its identity and educa-
tional mission,” he wrote. “But still, it

remains an enduring challenge to our
Nation’s education system to reconcile
the pursuit of diversity with the con-
stitutional promise of equal treatment
and dignity.”

Justice Samuel A. Alito Jr., however,
contended that the university had not
specified its reasons for its affirmative
action program, saying “the university
has still not identified with any degree
of specificity the interests that its use
of race and ethnicity is supposed to
serve,” in his 51-page dissent. He was
joined by Chief Justice John G. Rob-
erts and Justice Clarence Thomas.

The University of Texas' admissions
program, also called the Top 10 Percent
program, allows for the top students
in every high school in the state to be
admitted into the university. The re-
mainder of the freshman class is admit-
ted under a more holistic review that
includes academic achievements, like
SAT scores, and race and ethnicity.

Abigail Fisher, a white woman who

was denied admission to the univer-
sity, brought the case in 2008, the
grounds that she was discriminated
against in the admissions process be-
cause of her race.

“l am disappointed that the Supreme
Court has ruled that students applying
to the Univ. of Texas can be treated
differently because of their race or eth-
nicity. I hope that the nation will one
day move beyond affirmative action,”
Fisher said in a statement.

In 2013, the Supreme Court sent her
case back to the lower courts after the
5th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals decid-
ed the program to be constitutional. The
lower courts, again, affirmed the consti-
tutionality of the program, prompting
Fisher’s appeal to the Supreme Court.

States that ban the consideration
of race in the admissions process of
public universities include Arizona,
California, Florida, Michigan, Nebras-
ka, New Hampshire, Oklahoma and
Washington.
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T.(714) 891-2029 / www.oc1church.com

Sunday Service: 9:30 AM PAsTOR RONNIE PARK
Children’s and Youth Services:

11:30 AM on Sundays, 8:00 PM on Fridays

yod Stewards Church 25 -

2701 S Woodgate Dr, West Covina, CA 91792 b
T.(626) 913-6611/ www. gsch.org “\
- R

Sunday Services: 9 AM & 11 AM Pastor Sam KoH
Bible Studies: Wednesdays at 7 PM

Prayer Meetings: Tuesdays at 11 AM, Saturdays at 9 AM

2241 N. Eastern Ave, Los Angeles, CA90032  { . "
T. (323) 909-9062 / www.hillsidela.org 1

Sunday Services: 9:45 AM PasTor PHIL Kim

19271 Colima Rd. Suite A/B, Rowland Heights, CA 91748
T. (626) 384-1393 / thehomechurchrowland.com

Sunday Services: 11:30 AM PasTor HENRY LEE

ossroads Church

1750 N. Edgemont St, Los Angeles, CA 90027
T.(323) 913-4499 / www.crclafgc.com

Sunday Services: 9 AM & 11 AM PAsTor STeve CHANG
College Group Meetings:

Sundays at 12:30 PM, Fridays at 8 PM

mmunity Church

1215 W. Lambert Road, Brea, CA 92821
T.(562) 694-2100 / www.livinghopecc.org

Sunday Services: 10:30 AM PasTor Kiwon SuH
Children’s and Youth Services: 10:30 AM, 12:15 PM
College Services: Sundays at 12:15 PM

4077 W. Pico Blvd, Los Angeles, CA 90019
T.(323) 373-0110 / www.nlvc.org

Sunday Services: Pastor PauL Kim

830 AM, 9:45 AM & 11:15 AM

byterian Church

1831 South El Camino Real Encinitas, CA 92024
T.(760) 753-2535 / www.redeemersd.org

<

Sunday Services: 1 PM Pastor DANIEL HAN
Youth Group Services:

Sundays at 11 PM, Thursdays at 7 PM

2525 James M. Wood Blvd, Los Angeles, CA 90006 ¢
T.(213) 487-3920 / www.ladongsan.com 4

Broadway Campus Sunday Services: Pastor MicHAEL LEe
9:45 AM, 11:15 AM, 12:45 PM
Jefferson Campus Sunday Services:

9:30AM, 11:30 AM

Broadway: 1721 North Broadway, LA, CA 90031
Jefferson: 150 W. Jefferson Blvd., LA, CA 90007
T.(323) 227-1414 / www. ynccla.org
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Fathers Day & EAIZ EESALE
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“THE EXCITING APPEAL OF ELANTRA SPORT”

1YUNDAI
RA sk

Lease It Fo _

At Signing, $500 Lease Cash, $500
Valued Owner Coupon, $500 Military

Rebate, $400 College Grad Rebate, On

Approved Credit. 12,000mile/year

NEW | “DESIGN RENEWED BY INNOVATION”

2016 HYUNDAI
SONATA SE

Lease It For S 8 8 +Tax

RIL I STAacle \ VW iths

z—.:.il—k"ll‘_»

Lease It For | < A ~ q .
Al | B s @ T NGONT W

-y e |-

MSRP 524,119

24 Months Closed End Lease. $3,999 Due

At Lease Signing, $1,500 Lease Cash,

$1,000, $500 Valued Owner Coupon,

$500 Military Rebate, $400 College Grad Rebate
On Approved Credit. 12,000mile/year —

2017 HYUNDAI
SANTA FE SPORTS 2.4 FWD-

Lease It For 311 8 +Tax

24 Months Clos

At Lease Signing,

$750, Competitive Owner Co

$500 Military Rebate, $400 College Gra
On Approved Credit. 12,000mile/year

America’s Best Warranty*

@ HYLUNDAI 10-Year/100,000-Mile
Powertrain Limited Warranty

Terms and conditions available
“See dealer for LIMITED WARRANTY details

1-888-644-1114 -

2| X AE|E MAEl 21 _ ASsurance
6265134981  626.723.3336 6267233584  WATANCEIFNENCN AT AC AL
AT e S ey LABIQIERRTE QUKITH2E|0IA 202742

and availability are subject to change without notice. Contact Dealer for current information. Your actual mileage may vary depend-

ing on how you drive and maintain your vghicle. Actual mileage will vary with options, driving condions, driving habit and overall WWW_ p h hyu n d ai . Co m

vehicle condition. All vehicles subjuct to prior sale. Expires 24hours after publication. Plus Dealer installed options
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