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KWMC Completed ‘All by God’s Grace,’ Say Organizers Korean Am.

BY RACHAEL LEE

Some 40 organizers and partici-
pants of the recent Korean World
Mission Conference (KWMC) that
took place earlier this month at
Azusa Pacific University gathered
at Grace Ministries International
on Tuesday morning to discuss
and evaluate the results of this
year's conference.

The organizers first expressed
regret regarding the aspects of the
conference where the results came
up short in comparison to their
expectations, and shared the chal-
lenges they faced in the process of
planning for the event.

The first aspect they mentioned
was the turnout at the confer-
ence. Some 2,900 in total were
registered for the event, and some
3,000 attended night sessions,
according to the organizers. The
number fell short of their hopes
for some 7,000 to attend the night
sessions.

A number of challenges may
have contributed to the less-than-
expected turnout, they said. First,
KWMC, which takes place once
every four years, took place for the
first ime in Southern California
this year, when all previous confer-
ences had taken place at Wheaton
College in lllinois. The difference
in culture in the Korean commu-
nity of Southern California, as well
as the lack of awareness of KWMC
in this region, may have hindered
a wider participation in the event,
organizers said.

“Azusa Pacific University is lo-
cated in an isolated area, and the
distance that people had to travel
to get to the conference with traf-
fic may have hindered some from
attending,” explained Rev. Paul
Gihong Han, the senior pastor of
Grace Ministries International,
who also led the planning process
in Southern California.

Another aspect that organizers
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Organizers and participants of this year's KWMC gathered to evaluate the conference at Grace Ministries International.

discussed was the low turnout in
the English track of the confer-
ence. The difference in attendance
between the Korean-speaking
track and the English-speaking
track was noticeable. While some
2,500 attended the main sessions
of the Korean track, about 150 at-
tended the English track sessions.
Moreover, many Korean Ameri-
can pastors in the region were un-
aware of the event.

Rev. Suk-Hee Ko, the secretary-
general of the conference, pointed
to the date of the conference as a
possible reason for the lack of at-
tendance from the younger crowd.
In an evaluation report, he wrote
that the fact that the conference
took place in early June may have
prevented students and parents of
students who were not yet in vaca-
tion from attending.

“Normally, we should have
formed a completely separate or-
ganizing committee for the Korean
American leaders and lay mem-
bers in the region, but we were
unable to do that for this year's
conference,” added Han. “This is
something we want to focus on for

the future conferences to come.”

Many of those who did attend
the conference, however, seemed
to have had a positive experience.
Elijah Kim (14) from Cerritos
Presbyterian Church and Gunwoo
Kim (17) from Grace Ministries In-
ternational said at the conference
that they both attended because of
their parents. But having come to
the conference, they shared that
they learned much from the vari-
ety of speakers.

Elijah Kim found a session with
Brian Kim, a worship leader at
Onnuri English Ministry in Seoul,
particularly inspiring.

“It was cool because he uses his
talents for God,” he said. “And it
showed me that you don’t have to
be a pastor or missionary — you
can just use whatever talents you
have to live for God.”

Han explained that though
there were particular challenges in
the planning process for this year’s
conference, he was personally “ex
tremely satisfied” at the turnout,
and said that the entire process

as “all by God's grace.”

“Having the conference in a

completely new venue, and hav-
ing thousands of people gather —
from as young as 100 days old to
as old as 90 years old — there was
room for an accident to have hap-
pened, but I'm thankful that there
were none,” Han explained.

“And, maybe it's because they
were talking to me, but there were
many people who approached me
and said that they were blessed
through the conference and that it
was a rejuvenating time,” he add-
ed. “I'm grateful to hear that, and
I'm also grateful that 50 attendees
have committed to become mis-
sionaries.”

Dr. Timothy Park, the director of
Global Connections and professor
of Asian Missions at Fuller Theo-
logical Seminary, expressed hopes
for future conferences.

“I hope that the conference will
not end at just being a conference,
but that it will become a catalyst in
the mission movement all over the
world; one that gauges the direc-
tion of the movement and allows
missionaries to more effectively
strategize and share the gospel,”
Park said.

In Honduras, Taekwondo Paves Way for Mlnlstry

BY ANDERSON KIM

A door for missions has been
opened at a public school located
in the Southern Central region of
Honduras. Young-Kap Kwon, a
missionary sent to Honduras three
years ago by Bethany Presbyterian
Church in Atlanta and the Atlantic
Korean American Presbytery of
the PCUSA, has been able to raise
upand investinteenagersata pub-
lic middle and high school through
Taekwondo and the Bible.

“It is impossible to do missions
within a public school,” shared
Kwon. “But Taekwondo opened
up a path for missions to happen
within the school. Typically, mis-
sions through education required
tremendous amounts of finances
and resources to purchase the land
for the school, build the school
building, recruit teachers and stu-
dents, and maintain the school.
But if we can do missions within
a public school, we don’t need to

build a school nor recruit teachers
or students. We don’t need financ-
es to maintain the school. We can
carry out a missional ministry by
selecting the top students within
the school, and through them, we
can build up a church that has
been renewed by the gospel and
raise up leaders for the nation.”

This kind of ministry was also
made possible because Bethany
Presbyterian Church had donated
the Taekwondo Mission Center
to Perula Ulua Middle and High
School, a public school located in
El Progreso.

The rights to the property be-
long to the school, but Kwon has
the right to use the center, and the
two organizations have agreed that
Kwon can use the center freely to
carry out ministry. The church also
contributed financially in building
the center.

The groundbreaking ceremony
for the center took place on June
20 of last year, with numerous

Students at Perula Ulua Middle and High School learning Taekwondo at the Taekwondo
Mission Center. (Photo courtesy of Bethany Presbyterian Church)

reporters, the superintendant of
education, the mayor, and even
members of the military present.
The students in Kwon'’s Taekwon-

do classes have also won first, sec-
ond, and third place in national
competitions over the past two
years.

Medical
Mission
Conference
to Convene
In Irvine

BY RACHAEL LEE

A conference for those with a
heart to serve God and serve others
with medicine will be taking place
this weekend in Orange County.

Called the Global Medical Mis-
sions Alliance (GMMA) Con-
ference, it features numerous
prominent speakers such as Mi-
chael Oh, the executive director
of the Lausanne Movement; Dave
Gibbons, the founding pastor of
Newsong Church in Irvine; Phil-
lip Lyn, the senior pastor of Sky-
line Church in Malaysia; and Val
Tramonte, a physician who com-
pleted his family medicine train-
ing and served as faculty physi-
cian at In His Image.

Attendees will be able to choose
from over 70 different workshops
covering a variety of professions
— including medical, dental, and
nursing — and diverse regions,
such as North Korea, Iraq, Ethio-
pia, Ghana, and Southeast Asia,
among others. Speakers of the
workshops come from a variety of
backgrounds as well, from Korean
American, first generation Korean,
to non-Korean speakers.

“GMMA is a movement of God
reaching out to the world,” ex-
plained S. Peter Chung, the presi-
dent of GMMA. “Our focus is to
awaken and mobilize Christ-pas-
sionate healthcare workers to join
in God’s kingdom work, and to net-
work with others who are already
in the mission fields.”

“The Lord’s mandate is for us to
run the race, to follow in His steps,
to reach the unreached, to remem-
ber the forgotten, to heal the bro-
ken, and to carry His light wherever
we go,” Chung continued. “Let us
‘Arise and Shine’ (Isaiah 60:1) to-
gether in doing His ministry!”

GMMA, which was once known
as Korean American Missions
Health Council (KAMHC), hosts
conferences biannually in Los An-
geles and New York, and also has
student chapters in various univer-
sitiesincluding UC Berkeley, UCLA,
UC San Diego, UC Irvine, USC,
Northwestern University, Univer-
sity of Michigan, Emory Universi-
ty, Georgia Institute of Technology,
and University of Texas at Austin,
among others.

The conference will take place
from June 24 to 25 at Bethel Ko-
rean Church in Irvine. For more
information, visit conference.gm-
mar.org.

Atlanta Korean Church Ordains Youth Pastor John Park

BY SOOYOUNG YOON

Korean Community Presby-
terian Church of Atlanta held a
ceremony on Sunday for the ordi-
nation of one of its youth pastors,
John Park.

“I commit to carry on the min-
istry that has been given to me in
obedience to Christ, and to fol-
low Jesus in my daily life, loving
my neighbors and promoting
peace, unity, and purity within the
church,” said Park in his ordina-
tion vows.

The ceremony consisted of praise
and worship, a time for prayer,
a sermon preached by Dr. Kevin
Park, an associate dean at Colum-
bia Theological Seminary, a word
of commendation for the ordained

Local Churches and Ministries

pastor, the ordination vows, words
of encouragement, and musical
performances, among others.

“Moses confesses that he will
not act before God does,” said Dr.
Kevin Park during his sermon.

“Thisisreferring to walking with
God. Let us learn what it means to
be intimate with God through Mo-
ses,” Dr. Park continued. “Just as
God exists in relationship in the
trinity, it's important to have inti-
macy and good relationship with
our Lord.”

“It’s difficult for the Korean im-
migrant church to raise up the
EM [English ministry],” said Rev.
Hyun Sung Cho of Canaan Korean
Presbyterian Church in Atlanta,
who gave a word of encourage-
ment at the ceremony. “And it's

Sunday Celebration Services:9 AM & 11 AM
Wednesday College Fellowship: 7 PM

el English Church ]

18700 Harvard Ave, Building C, Irvine, CA 9261
T.(949) 385-3051 / www.ocbethel.com

even more difficult to raise up an
ordained pastor inabigger church.
But | congratulate you on this or-
dination. I hope you will continue
to support Pastor Park and pray
for him. | hope that you will not
look at him through a first genera-
tion Korean'’s perspective, but that
you will always pray for him in the
Holy Spirit. And | hope that you
will partner with him so that he
would be a pastor that invests in
and nurtures the next generation
in the faith.”

Park moved to the U.S. from
South Korea in high school, and
studied Christian education in col-
lege. Thereafter, he ministered in
Florida and Virginia, and received
an M.Div. from Columbia Theo-
logical Seminary.

PAsToR JusTIN Kim

Sunday School: 11:30 AM

Sunday Services: 9:30 AM & 11:30 AM

College Group Meetings: Fridays at 6 PM

5005 Edenhurst Ave, Los Angeles, CA 90039
T.(818) 549-9191 / www.charis.church

John Park, a youth pastor at Korean Community Presbyterian Church of Atlanta, was
ordained on June 19.

PasToRr SunG CHANG

Sunday Services: 11 AM & 12:30 PM

11841 178th St, Artesia, CA 90701
T. (562) 246-0363 / www.christcentralsc.com ‘

PasTor HAROLD Kim
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PCUSA Considers Overtures on
Definition of Marriage,
‘No Gun RI’ Incident, Among Others

BY RACHAEL LEE

The Presbyterian Church, U.S.A.
(PCUSA)'s 222nd General Assembly
started off on June 18, and will run un-
til June 25 in Portland Oregon, where
commissioners from over 170 presby-
teries will consider various recommen-
dations and reports.

This year, the General Assembly will
review over 70 overtures — recom-
mendations for changes — submitted
by various presbyteries, and over 20
other items of business.

One of the overtures recommends
the General Assembly to reverse the
changes made last year to amendment
‘W-4.9000’ in the denomination’s by-
laws, which amended the PCUSA's def-
inition of marriage to include same-sex
couples. Submitted by the Kiskiminetas
presbytery and concurred by the pres-
byteries of Atlantic Korean, Eastern
Korean, Midwest Hanmi, Mississippi,
and San Fernando, the overture urges
the denomination to once again define
marriage as between one man and one
woman, and states that “when the PC
(USA) passed amendment W-4.9000
there was no biblical background given
for its consideration and then its pass-
ing. The rationale offered for the most
recent revision to the definition of mar-
riage referred mainly to society’s views
and civil legality, not what is in Scrip-
ture and the Confessions.”

It further adds that “Christ com-
mands us to love everyone and to wel-
come all into a community of faith,”
but “while he offers love and forgive-
ness, he does not condone that which
God calls sin.”

The Advocacy Committee for Wom-
en’s Concerns (ACWC) expressed op-
position to the overture, and urged the
General Assembly to “disapprove” the
recommendation.

“The ACWC believes that in with-
holding the right to marry from same-
gender loving people, the church is
upholding a patriarchal standard for
humanity,” the group stated. “The pro-
posed amendment is a statement in
opposition to the gift of God that mar-
riage provides to human beings, which
encourages healthy families, congrega-
tions, and communities.”

Another overture, submitted by the
presbytery of Cayuga-Syracuse, calls
on the PCUSA to express solidarity
with the Korean survivors of an inci-
dent that occurred in 1950 in which
U.S. troops killed some 150 Korean ci-
vilians in No Gun Ri, South Korea.

Among the recommendations listed
in this overture includes acknowledg-
ing and offering apology to the vic-
tims; arranging a meeting between
U.S. soldiers who were present during
the incident and the remaining Korean
survivors for forgiveness and recon-
ciliation; translating a Korean novel

based on the incident into English;
and establishing a memorial church in
or near the No Gun Ri Peace Park in
South Korea.

“This overture offers an opportunity
for the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A)
to unveil the violence that the United
States has often inflicted on the popu-
lation of our ostensible allies, to open
the way for changes in the conduct of
U.S. military operations in the future,
and to undertake steps toward recon-
ciliation between American veterans
and civilian casualties in South Korea,”
the overture states.

Other overtures that the General As-
sembly will be reviewing include those
regarding logistical matters in the de-
nomination, such as ones “on amend-
ing ... to require a two-thirds majority
vote to amend the constitution,” or “on
adding a new standing rule ... identify-
ing the right of presbyteries and syn-
ods to submit overtures changing the
standing rules.”

Overtures involving social issues,
such as climate change, fossil fuels,
responding to the refugee crisis, and
the HIV/AIDS epidemic, will also be
considered.

The PCUSA is the largest Presbyte-
rian denomination in the U.S., with a
little less than 10,000 member church-
es and some 1.6 million congregants,
according to the PCUSA'’s count at the
end of 2014.

More than 65 Million Displaced,
Setting Record High, According to UN

BY RACHAEL LEE

The number of refugees today is the
highest it has ever been at over 65 mil-
lion people, according to a report re-
leased by the United Nation’s Refugee
Agency (UNHCR) on Monday.

This marks the first time the number
of refugees has ever surpassed 60 mil-
lion, the UNHCR said. And more than
half of the refugees were children.

The report comes from a study that
was concluded at the end of 2015. At
the end of 2014, 59.5 million individu-
als were displaced, showing an in-
crease of almost 6 million refugees in
just one year.

The UNHCR pointed to three rea-
sons for the unprecedented number of
refugees. First, long-standing conflicts
in places such as Somalia and Afghani-
stan see no sign of being resolved.
Second, new conflicts have erupted in
other areas, such as in Syria, Central
African Republic, Ukraine, and South
Sudan, among others. And third, the
rate at which countries and organiza-
tions have been finding ways to help
refugees has been “on a falling trend,”
the UNHCR said.

Turkey was found to be the host
country with the most refugees, as al-
most 2.5 million refugees were num-
bered to have settled there in 2015.
Almost one in five individuals living in
Lebanon are refugees, making it a na-
tion that “hosted more refugees com-
pared to its population than any other
country,” according to the UNHCR.

The evangelical community has

shown support in hosting and wel-
coming refugees over the past year.
Most recently, the Southern Baptist
Convention approved a resolution to
encourage member churches to wel-
come refugees during its annual meet-
ing that took place from June 14 to 15.

Earlier this year in January, evan-
gelicals gathered at a summit called
the ‘GC2’ Summit -- standing for the
Great Commandment and Great Com-
mission -- hosted by the Billy Graham
Center for Evangelism, the Humani-
tarian Disaster Institute at Wheaton
College, World Vision, and LifeWay
Research, where they discussed how
churches could most effectively con-
nect with and serve refugees.

“We acknowledge that there are
genuine security concerns and en-
courage governments to be stewards
of safety, but we also observe that
choosing to come to North America as

refugees would be among the least ef-
fective ways for those who intend to do
us harm,” a joint statement signed by a
coalition of evangelicals from the GC2
Summit states.

Representatives from LifeWay Re-
search, World Vision, World Relief,
The Wesleyan Church, the Southern
Baptist Convention, the Assemblies of
God, the Humanitarian Disaster Insti-
tute, and The Billy Graham Center for
Evangelism, were among those who
signed the letter.

“We distinguish that the refugees
fleeing this violence are not our en-
emies; they are victims,” the statement
continues. “We call for Christians to
support ministries showing the love
of Jesus to the most vulnerable, those
in desperate need, and the hurting.
This is what Jesus did; He came to the
hurting and brought peace to those in
despair.”

Wyoming Municipal Judge Faces Lawsuit for
Views Opposing Same-Sex Marriage

A municipal judge in Wyoming may
lose her job and be compelled to pay
a $40,000 fine for telling a journalist
over a phone interview that she, as a
judge, will not officiate same-sex mar-
riage but other magistrates may do so,
in response to a hypothetical question
posed by him.

Reporter Ned Donovan had called
Judge Ruth Neely for her comments
after same-sex marriage was legalized
in Wyoming in 2014. He asked her if
she would be “excited” about perform-
ing same-sex marriages, to which she
responded she would not be able to do
them.

“We have at least one magistrate
who will do same-sex marriages, but |
will not be able to,” she was quoted as
saying in the interview.

She added that her view on mar-

riage is that between one man and one
woman.

A formal complaint was filed against
her after the interview was published,
and a misconduct investigation was
initiated by Wyoming Commission on
Judicial Conduct and Ethics.

According to the Baptist Press, Nee-
ly was offered various conditions if
she would agree to conduct same-sex
marriages, such as not publishing the
interview story, or dropping the pros-
ecution.

However, Neely declined the offers
every time.

The commission then voted unani-
mously to file a recommendation to
the Wyoming Supreme Court to oust
Neely from her post.

Neely’s attorneys and supporters say
that efforts of an unelected commis-

sion to remove her from office because
of her opinion about gay marriages are
based on misinterpretation of law.

Neely’s lawyers have asked the state
supreme court to dismiss the commis-
sion’s recommendations that she was
in non-compliance with the law and
needed to be removed her office.

Neely had served as a Municipal
Judge in Pinedale for nearly 21 years.

Her supporters from the state are
rallying with her to prevent her remov-
al from the office.

“The fundamental principle that no
judge should be expelled from office
because of her core convictions unites
a diverse group of Wyoming's citizens,
including members of the LGBT com-
munity who have expressed dismay at
the commission’s actions here,” states
a brief submitted by her lawyers.
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Sunday Services: 9 AM & 11:15 AM PasTtor KeiTH PARK
Children’s Ministry: 9 AM & 11:15 AM

Youth Group Service: Sundays at 11:15 AM

1380 S. Sanderson Ave, Anaheim, CA 92806
T. (714) 209-7349 / churchofsouthland.com

Sunday Services:9AM, 11AM,and2PM  PAsTORS DAvID LEE &

Youth Services: S
UNG HonG
Sundays at 11 AM, Fridays at 7:30 PM

Sunday School: Sundays at 11 AM

24428 5. Vermont Ave, Harbor City, CA 90710 &
T.(310) 530-4040 B
www.cornerstonetv.com

Brea Campus Service Times: 9:30 AM, 11:30AM  PAsTOR STEVE CHoI
Irvine Campus Service Time: 10:30 AM

0 .

Brea: 695 Madison Way, Brea, CA 92821
Irvine: 100 Honors, Irvine, CA 92620
T.(714) 529-5551 / crossway-church.com

Pastor Tim PARk

Sunday Services: 9 AM & 10:45 AM

Children’s Ministry Services: 9 AM & 10:45 AM
Youth Services: Sundays at 9 AM, Wednesdays at 6:30 PM
College Services: Sundays at 10:45 AM

angelical Free L
urch DiamondBar ™

3255 S. Diamond Bar Blvd, Diamond Bar, CA 91765
T.(909) 594-7604 / www.efreedb.org

EM Sunday Service: 12:00 PM PasTtor JAmES Kwak

Children’s & Youth Services: 10:30 AM
H\iﬁay Night Bible Study (Jr. High to Youg Adults): 7:30

8500 Bolsa Ave., Westminster, CA 92683
T.(714) 891-2029 / www.oc1church.com

PasToR RONNIE PARK
od Stewards Church ;1 «

2701 S Woodgate Dr, West Covina, CA 91792 L
T.(626) 913-6611/ www. gsch.org ‘&
=

Sunday Service: 9:30 AM
Children’s and Youth Services:
11:30 AM on Sundays, 8:00 PM on Fridays

Sunday Services: 9 AM & 11 AM Pastor Sam KoH
Bible Studies: Wednesdays at 7 PM

Prayer Meetings: Tuesdays at 11 AM, Saturdays at 9 AM

2241 N. Eastern Ave, Los Angeles, CA 90032 :
T. (323) 909-9062 / www.hillsidela.org 1

Sunday Services: 9:45 AM PasTor PHIL Kim

Home Church

19271 Colima Rd. Suite A/B, Rowland Heights, CA 91748
T. (626) 384-1393 / thehomechurchrowland.com

Sunday Services: 11:30 AM

1750 N. Edgemont St, Los Angeles, CA 90027
T.(323) 913-4499 / www.crclafgc.com

Sunday Services: 9 AM & 11 AM PasTor STEVE CHANG
College Group Meetings:

Sundays at 12:30 PM, Fridays at 8 PM

mmunity Church

1215 W. Lambert Road, Brea, CA 92821
T.(562) 694-2100 / www.livinghopecc.org

Sunday Services: 10:30 AM PasTor Kiwon SuH
Children’s and Youth Services: 10:30 AM, 12:15 PM
College Services: Sundays at 12:15 PM

4077 W. Pico Blvd, Los Angeles, CA 90019
T.(323) 373-0110 / www.nlvc.org

Sunday Services: Pastor PauL Kim

830 AM, 9:45 AM & 11:15 AM

asbyterian Church

1831 South El Camino Real Encinitas, CA 92024
T.(760) 753-2535 / www.redeemersd.org
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Sunday Services: 1 PM Pastor DANIEL HAN
Youth Group Services:

Sundays at 11 PM, Thursdays at 7 PM

store Fellowship

2525 James M. Wood Blvd, Los Angeles, CA 90006

T.(213) 487-3920/ Jad . 2
(213) www.ladongsan.com a6 “J

Broadway Campus Sunday Services: Pastor MicHAEL LEe
9:45 AM, 11:15 AM, 12:45 PM
Jefferson Campus Sunday Services:

9:30AM, 11:30 AM

Broadway: 1721 North Broadway, LA, CA 90031
Jefferson: 150 W. Jefferson Blvd., LA, CA 90007
T.(323) 227-1414 / www. ynccla.org
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Lease It Fo _

At Signing, $500 Lease Cash, $500
Valued Owner Coupon, $500 Military

Rebate, $400 College Grad Rebate, On

Approved Credit. 12,000mile/year
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$500 Military Rebate, $400 College Grad Rebate
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2017 HYUNDAI
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Lease It For 311 8 +Tax

24 Months Clos

At Lease Signing,

$750, Competitive Owner Co

$500 Military Rebate, $400 College Gra
On Approved Credit. 12,000mile/year

America’s Best Warranty*

@ HYLUNDAI 10-Year/100,000-Mile
Powertrain Limited Warranty

Terms and conditions available
“See dealer for LIMITED WARRANTY details

1-888-644-1114 -
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