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Asian American Christian Leaders Convene at the Capital

BY RACHAEL LEE

Some 80 Asian American Pa-
cific Islander (AAPT) Christians in
various sectors gathered at Wash-
ington, D.C. for Korean Churches
for Community Development
(KCCD)’s ninth annual Lighting
the Community Summit from
June 6 to 8 at the Kellogg Confer-
ence Hotel at Gallaudet Univer-
sity.

The LTC Summit gathers mem-
bers of the Christian AAPI com-
munity each year and is a mix of
networking, informative sessions,
and advocacy. It features work-
shops on funding opportunities,
sessions on particular social is-
sues, and for the past two years,
participants also went to the White
House for a White House briefing.
This year, attendees instead par-
ticipated in Congressional brief-
ings with Congressmen Ed Royce
and Charles Rangel.

“We as AAPI Christian leaders
have been active through evange-
lism, global missions, and direct
service. Yet our voice and pres-
ence have been missing at the
local and national front due to
marginalization and our own dis-
engagement,” stated the summit
organizers. “As a result, our com-
munities have been underserved
and overlooked in services and
resources.”

Asian American Pacific Islander (AAPI) Christians in various se

Several issues were discussed
during this year’s summit, includ-
ing navigating religious freedom
rights in the midst of the dialogue
on sexuality issues, immigration,
and mental health, among others.
Regarding recent legislations and
activism regarding LGBT issues,
speakers urged the attendees to
take them as new opportunities to
show love to LGBT and the greater
community.

But the need for activism and
civic engagement — to “show up”
— was the running theme through-
out the conference, particularly as

presidential elections are coming
up later this year. A panel during
the second day especially focused
on this issue, with panelists Chris
Kang, the national director of The
National Council of Asian Pacific
Americans (NCAPA); Mee Moua,
the president and executive direc-
tor of Asian Americans Advancing
Justice; Floyd Mori, the presi-
dent and CEO of the Asian Pacific
American Institute for Congres-
sional Studies (APAICS); Christine
Chen, the founding executive di-
rector of APIA Vote; and Richard
Lui, journalist and news anchor at

SOON Movement’s Student Missionaries
Prepare to Share the Gospel

BY RACHAEL LEE

Korean American college stu-
dents in the campus ministry
‘SOON  Movement  (formerly
known as Korea Campus Crusade
for Christ) are preparing to go over-
seas for summer mission trips once
again.

This year, some 280 students
across the U.S. have committed to
£o on mission trips through SOON
Movement and students from the
L.A. region will be leaving to their
respective mission fields on June

23. Students from New York, Bos-
ton, Atlanta, San Francisco, and
Chicago have already started their
ministries in various countries in-
cluding Cambodia, Thailand, Ja-
pan, Mongolia, and others.
Students in the Los Angeles re-
gion attended the send-off service
that took place at Dong Shin Pres-
byterian Church on June 12, a ser-
vice that takes place each year with
the students, families, and staff
before they take off to their mission
fields. SOON Movement’s field na-
tional director Young Lee preached

during the service on Matthew
9:35-38, and urged the students to
follow Christ’s example in keeping
Scripture at the center, and sharing
the gospel with prayer and passion.

Students will be trying some-
thing new this year in evangelism.
“As the generation is changing,
college students all over the world
are using the media, tablets, and
smartphones. We are preparing
tools to share Christ’s gospel in an
even more effective way through
those outlets,” SOON Movement
stated in a press release.

ctors gathered at Gallaudet University for KCCD’s 9th Lighting the Community Summit. (Photo: KCCD)

MSNBC.

Congressman Charles Rangel
also commended the summit at-
tendees on continuing to come to
D.C., and reminded them of the
importance of continuing their en-
gagement with the community.

“For them to publicly acknowl-
edge that you as the church — you
have power, and for them to say
that to the Asian faith community,
that’s powerful,” said Hyepin Im,
the CEO and president of KCCD.

Meanwhile, three college stu-
dents and four high school stu-
dents joined the summit as “young

W

ambassadors,” a program which
KCCD has offered to allow stu-
dents to experience civic engage-
ment and to meet mentors in vari-
ous fields.

“There’s a greater interest in so-
cial justice among younger Korean
Americans,” Im explained. “If we
could invest in this for the next 10
years — it will be a new day. Be-
cause we have a lot of interest in
the community but we don’t have
that platform yet. So I believe that
as we continue investing in this, a
new day will arrive for our com-
munity.”

Students prayed for one another at the send-off service that took place on June 12 at
Dong Shin Presbyterian Church. (Photo: SOON Movement)

‘How Do I Start the Process of Reaching an Unreached People?’

BY RACHAEL LEE

Many missionaries may feel
convicted to go and share the gos-
pel to an unreached people group
in a different country, but may feel
lost as to how to prepare for such
a task and how to actually do min-
istry once there. How should the
research on the region and people
group be conducted? How does
engagement work once a mission-
ary arrives?

In an elective seminar part of the
Korean World Mission Conference,
which took place from June 6 to 10,
Paul Eshleman, the founder of the
JESUS Film Project and director
of ‘Finishing the Task’ Movement,
shared his thoughts on the first
steps missionaries and churches
could take to begin engaging an un-
reached people group.

First, Eshleman encouraged the
group of about a dozen Korean
missionaries at the seminar to first
take what he called a ‘survey trip’
tothelocation they were interested
in to confirm that this is the group
that they would like to commit to.
Taking the survey trip also allows
them to meet potential partners
in local churches, Eshleman said,
and to confirm whether what they
have been learning about the re-
gion from afar is actually true.

He also encouraged the mission-
aries to see if there are churches or
ministries in their current local
areas that are of the indigenous
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culture they are trying to reach.
For example, if a missionary who
currently resides in Los Angeles
was interested in engaging with
the Kahar people group of India,
he or she could first check if there
are any Indian churches or minis-
tries in Southern California with
members and leaders that speak
Gujarati.

Such an approach allows mis-
sionaries to become more familiar
with the indigenous culture, and
check any personal biases or prej-
udices that they may have, Eshle-
man explained.

JESUS Film founder
Paul Eshleman
shares tips on taking
the first steps to
engage an
unreached people.

“Find a church that’s close to
you with that indigneous culture,”
Eshleman said, “and build a rela-
tionship with them so that you can
partner with them in reaching that
unreached people group.”

“Ask this new partner to strate-
gize with you on how to reach that
people group -- if you try to do it
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on your own, you'll use your own
biased way to approach them,” he
added.

He also suggested them to re-
search and see if there are any in-
digenous coalitions of churches or
mission organizations that are al-
ready working to reach that people
group. If there is, these organiza-
tions would already be a few steps
ahead and could offer valuable
support and guidance in terms of
how to reach that people group.

Once that new indigenous and
local partner is found, Eshleman
recommended signing a Memo-
randum of Understanding (MOU)
with that partner, which would
detail the roles of both the indige-
nous partner, and the missionary-
sending church or organization.
Some details that could be written
in the MOU include the require-
ments for recruiting new workers
in the mission field, the salary of
the workers, and what each party
will provide, for example.

Finally, Eshleman shared some
thoughts on what the missionar-
ies could do once they arrive at the
mission field.

“Imagine that you have finally
arrived after all of your prepara-
tion,” Eshleman posed. “What do
you do first? I think I would pray.
Just walk around the village and
pray over the land.”

Then, the missionaries should
gauge how the gospel should be
shared to the people. Is there a Bi-
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Paul Eshleman, founder of the JESUS Film Project and director of the ‘Finishing the

Task’ Movement, shared his thoughts on engaging an unreached people group.

ble translated in their language? If
not, resources such as StoryRun-
ners and the OneStory Partner-
ship could help develop a written
translation, provide audio record-
ings, or train missionaries to orally
tell Bible stories in the indigenous
language.

From there, missionaries could
begin personal evangelism by
visiting homes and communicat-
ing the gospel. Those who receive
the gospel could then be discipled
and taught how to study the Bible,
and as the movement grows, small
groups and house churches can be
formed.

“If you would like to use the JE-

PasToRr SunG CHANG

Sunday Services: 11 AM & 12:30 PM

SUS Film to do some wide-spread
sowing but there is none available
in the indigenous language, let us
know,” Eshleman said. The cost to
translate the JESUS Film in a new
language is about $38,000, but
several businesses subsidize about
$19,000 of the cost.

Meanwhile, the seminar was
quite interactive, as Eshleman
provided the missionaries with the
most recent list of unengaged, un-
reached people groups found by
the Finishing the Task Movement,
and missionaries were able to
share questions and ideas regard-
ing reaching the people groups
they were interested in.
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Mourners at Washington, D.C. held a vigil on behalf of the victims of the recent Orlando shooting incident. (Photo: Ted Eytan/Flickr/CC)

Church Leaders Mourn Orlando Victims

In the wake of the shooting in Orlan-
do that killed 50 on Sunday morning,
church leaders expressed grief over one
of the worst massacres that occurred in
the U.S.

The shooting began approximately
at 2 AM on Sunday at a gay nightclub
called Pulse, and resulted in a three-
hour standoff. The gunman, who was
also killed in the standoff, claimed al-
legiance to the Islamic State.

Several prominent Christian leaders
across the nation took to the Internet to
express grief, as well as how they inter-
pret the meaning of the gospel to apply
in such circumstances.

“Praying. Mourning. Grieving,” wrote
Eugene Cho, pastor of Quest Church, on
Facebook. “The deadliest mass shooting
in modern United States history. Each
person created in the image of God.
Lord, inyour mercy...”

Cho posted again on Monday after-
noon, with a link to a Wall Street Jour-
nal article detailing the stories of 49 vic-
tims who were identified.

“49 names. 49 victims. Real people.
Real stories. All and each created in the
image of God. May we learn a glimpse
of their stories. May our hearts not grow
numb and desensitized to the real vio-
lence in our world - including to the LG-

BTQ community,” he wrote.

“Let it be said again. Through tears.
Followers of Jesus lay down their lives
to save others, not to slaughter,” wrote
John Piper, founder of Desiring God,
on Facebook on Sunday afternoon.

“While politicians debate guns and
terror, the church can be clear on this:
there is a Savior, and he calls us to love
our neighbors,” tweeted Kevin DeY-
oung, author and pastor of University
Reformed Church.

“My prayers are with the many vic-
tims and family members who lost
loved ones in the senseless shooting
-- now being called an act of terrorism
-- at a gay nightclub in Orlando early
this morning,” said Franklin Graham,
the CEO and president of Samaritan’s
Purse and the Billy Graham Evangelis-
tic Association. “Life is precious, and we
only have one chance to live our lives
here on this earth.”

“It is with deep sadness I read of the
heartless and cold-blooded killings
planned and implemented in Orlando,
Florida by a cruel mind. How can any
rationalizing justify that in any mind?
How tragic for the parents, how ruthless
of the killer,” Ravi Zacharias, founder
and president of Ravi Zacharias Inter-
national Ministries, wrote in a blog. “As

a nation we mourn this loss. All of them
are in our prayers at RZIM. We stand
with the families in this time of grief.
‘Lord please help us to be wise on how
we speak of or treat our fellow human
beings! We need You more than ever.”

“What a terrible tragedy. Orlando,
our hearts and prayers are with you.
#prayfororlando,” wrote Joyce Meyer,
author and speaker, on Facebook.

“Our hearts grieve with all the family
and friends of those affected by today’s
tragedy in Orlando,” said Miles McPher-
son, pastor of The Rock Church in San
Diego. “May America’s most deadly
shooting be matched by America’s most
focused prayers for peace and unity.”

“When we're accustomed to see-
ing news in real time on our televi-
sion screens and on our phones, it is
sometimes easy to forget the news we
are viewing is real. At least fifty people
-- created in the image of God -- were
slaughtered in cold blood,” wrote Rus-
sell Moore, the president of the Ethics
& Religious Liberty Commission of the
Southern Baptist Convention, on his
blog. “Families who were waiting to
see their loved ones are finding out to-
day that they will never see them again
in this life. That ought to drive us to
mourn.”

Ohio School District Files Lawsuit
Over Federal Directive on Bathrooms

A central Ohio school district is su-
ing the Department of Education over
the recent federal directive which com-
pelled schools across the nation to al-
low students to use bathrooms, locker
rooms, showers, and overnight accom-
modations in line with their gender
identity rather than birth gender.

Alliance Defending Freedom filed
a lawsuit against the Department of
Education on behalf of Highland Lo-
cal School District in Morrow County
which faces a civil rights complaint
of discriminating against a transgen-
der elementary school student who
is biologically male but identifies as
female. The school serves low-income
families, and if it does not comply with
the directive, it may lose about $1 mil-
lion in grants that are used to improve
teaching quality, provide free lunches,
and cater to special-education needs,
according to the Alliance Defending
Freedom.

The school allowed the student to use
staff restrooms and opened up the op-
tion to other kids in the class as well.

The school started addressing the
student as a female since 2012 when

the student was starting first grade,
on the request of the student’s legal
guardian. However, the student was
not allowed to use the girl’s bathroom
starting in second grade.

The lawsuit says that the Depart-
ment of Education, one of the federal
agencies which issued the directive
regarding bathroom use, is violating
the privacy rights of a majority of stu-
dents.

“Schools have a duty to protect the
dignity, privacy, and safety of all stu-
dents. This is precisely what High-
land Local School District has done,”
ADF Senior Counsel Jim Campbell
said. “Despite that, the Department
of Education is attempting to strong-
arm Highland into complying with a
lawless demand to open its single-sex
overnight accommodations, locker
rooms, showers, and restrooms to
students of the opposite sex. The DOE
is trying to redefine a federal law that
only Congress can change.”

Emily LeVan, the child’s mother,
had filed a Title IX complaint against
the school board. The district had un-
til the end of this month to allow the

transgender student to use the girl’s
bathroom. The school says that federal
funding should not be held back for
not letting locker rooms and restrooms
to be used by students of the opposite
Sex.

“I am very frustrated that theyre
using school resources, they're wast-
ing school resources. They are risking
losing that federal funding so that they
can have a license to discriminate,” Le-
Vantold 10 TV.

The Office for Civil Rights (OCR)
asked the school to permit the trans-
gender student to use the girls’ rest-
room even after the district said that
such a step might compromise the pri-
vacy rights of other students.

“Asaresult, Highlandfacesanimpos-
sible choice: capitulate to Defendants’
demands and sacrifice the dignity and
privacy rights of their students; or pro-
tect those rights and watch Defendants
strip away more than a million dollars
each year in federal funding devoted to
special-education programs, lunches
for underprivileged children, and edu-
cational advancement,” the lawsuit
states.

California ‘End of Life Option Act’ Takes Effect

California has become one of five
states to allow terminally ill patients
to end their lives when they have less
than six months to live, and are men-
tally fit to take the medicine.

The law is expected to increase
three folds the number of terminally
ill people around the US who can now
choose to die.

The bill was signed into legislation
by Governor Jerry Brown in October,
which took effect on June 9.

“I do not know what I would do if T
were dying in prolonged and excruci-
ating pain. I am certain, however, that
it would be a comfort to be able to con-
sider the options afforded by this bill.
And I wouldn’t deny that right to oth-
ers,” Brown said.

The patients, above the age of 18,
will have to give one written and two
oral requests at least 15 days apart, and
provide a proof of mental competence
to be able to take the lethal medicine.

The new law was lobbied for by the
family of a Californian woman, Brit-
tany Maynard, who suffered from an
aggressive form of brain cancer, and
moved to Oregon, where assisted sui-

cide is legal, to end her life last year.

Many of the medical, disability, and
religious groups remain opposed to
the bill, including American Medical
Association.

“Instead of participating in assisted
suicide, physicians must aggressively
respond to the needs of patients at
the end of life. Patients should not be
abandoned once it is determined that
cure is impossible. Multidisciplinary
interventions should be sought includ-
ing specialty consultation, hospice
care, pastoral support, family counsel-
ing, and other modalities,” AMA writes
about its policy on its website.

“Patients near the end of life must
continue to receive emotional support,
comfort care, adequate pain control,
respect for patient autonomy, and
good communication,” it continued.

Other organizations that oppose
this law include: Californians Against
Assisted Suicide, American College of
Pediatricians, American Geriatrics So-
ciety, California Family Alliance, Cali-
fornia Catholic Conference, California
Disability Alliance, Berkeley Commis-
sion on Disability, and Autistic Self Ad-

vocacy Network.

Californians Against Assisted Sui-
cide released a statement in which
32-year-old Stephanie Packer, suffer-
ing from a terminal illness said, “Un-
fortunately this vote sends a message
to people like me that suicide is a pre-
ferred option.”

Disability groups say that sick patients
might be led into physician assisted
deaths by uncaring relativestoavoid high
medical costs and insurance deficits.

Religious groups say that the state’s
poorer communities will be the most
pressured group to take the lethal
medicines as a way out of expensive
long-term care.

“Lawmakers did not have any
chance to consider the deeper issues
raised by end-of-life care in the state
- the cost of treatments, especially the
cost of cancer medications; insurance
practices that limit access to hospice
care and physicians’ options in provid-
ing adequate pain relief; the impact of
this legislation on the poor and other
underserved populations,” Los Ange-
les Archbishop José Gomez wrote in
an online op-ed.
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