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Asian American Ministers, Artists, Activists Dialogue
on Intersection of Faith and Culture

.

D2 |

BY RACHAEL LEE

The Asian American Initiative at
Fuller Theological Seminary host-
ed its first all-day conference on
Saturday exploring Asian Ameri-
can identity, and how it relates to
an individual’'s understanding of
the gospel. In particular, the con-
ference aimed to examine that in-
tersection through the lens of pop
culture, as guest speakers included
comic book writer and artist Gene
Luen Yang, blogger Phil “Angry
Asian Man” Yu, musician Tim
Ouyang of Tim Be Told, and co-
median and writer Jenny Yang.

“Pop culture is huge right now,”
said Ken Fong, the executive direc-
tor ofthe Asian American Initiative
at Fuller. “We wanted to see the
convergence of all that -- culture,
Asian American identity, and the
gospel. And we wanted to highlight
these individuals who keep their
faith in the midst of what they do
-- in Gene’s case, he’s kept faith at
the center of his work.”

“It's changing for the better, but
we've still got a long way to go,”
Fong added, referring to the prog-
ress of Asian American dialogue
and representation.

“We want to reach a deeper
understanding of the gospel, but
in order for us to get there, all of
this matters, including our Asian
American identity. You can't get
there without an understanding of
the culture,” said Daniel Lee, pro-
gram director of the Asian Ameri-
can Initiative.

An afternoon portion of the
conference included a panel with
Gene Yang, Phil Yu, and Tim Ouy-
ang, along with Asian Americans
involved in ministry, including Je-
rome Mammen, the area director
for InterVarsity Christian Fellow-
ship in Orange County, and Mar-
garet Yu, the national executive
director of Epic Movement, the
Asian Ameican ministry of Cru.

Several panelists shared experi-
ences of pain and discrimination.
Jerome Mammen, who is Indian
American and often grows out his
beard, shared that he was once
misunderstood as a terrorist.

“Someone took my license plate
number down and reported me,”
Mammen said. The FBI showed
up at his home, and requested to
investigate.

“That's when | realized again,
how | see myself is different from
how others see me,” he explained.

For Phil Yu, a turning point that
sparked his activism for the Asian
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Panelists at the recent ‘Altered Egos’ conference at Fuller Theological Seminary shared their experiences and thoughts regarding the

intersection of faith and culture.

American community was watch-
ing a documentary about Vincent
Chin, who was killed in 1982.

“l remember | was shaking inmy
chair,” Yu said of the experience.
“And | was just thinking, ‘How
come I'm only learning about this
now? That could've been me.”

But when trying to promote
Asian American identity in the
journey of deepening their faith,
panelists shared they often found
themselves faced with opposition
or dismissal from within and out-
side of the church.

“People would say, ‘You're
Christian before being Asian,” but
some people say that because they
don't have anything to lose,” said
Daniel Lee. “But for us, it's such a
huge chunk of who we are.”

Gene Yang shared that some
would criticize him for integrating
his faith into his work.

“Someone once said that my
work feels like a ‘colonized ver-
sion of the Asian American expe-
rience,” Yang said. “As though
White culture is dominating again
and has a foothold in my art.”

“I still don’'t know a good resolu-
tion to that,” Yang said. “I just live
in the tension.”

To that, Daniel Lee argued,
“Christianity actually started from
the East.”

“But it seems that White norma-
tivity is so pervasive that it makes
people think that Christianity is
‘White’ or ‘Western,” he added.

Dismissing the physical and only
emphasizing the spiritual identity
as a Christian is counteractive to
deepening one’s faith, said Marga-
ret Yu.

“When we separate the spiritual
and the physical, that's gnosticism,”

said Yu. “And when we separate
those two parts, we're missing out
on Jesus. He wants to redeem all of
us, including our culture.”

“l don’t think you can divorce cul-
ture from Christianity. The way you
see God is fundamentally shaped
by culture,” said Tim Ouyang. “I
have faith he’s sovereign over all of
these things. Every single culture
has a gift. He’s poured out a bit of
who He is in each culture.”

An individual’s culture and heri-
tage also allows for greater minis-
try opportunities, added Jerome
Mammen, referring to the Apostle
Paul as an example.

“Paul says that all of the earthly
things are loss compared to the
gospel, but when he goes to places
to preach, he uses all those things
-- his Roman citizenship, speaks in
Hebrew -- to do his ministry,” he
explained.

The panelists didn’t seem to offer
a blanket resolution to counteract
the challenges of intersecting faith
with culture within and outside of

the church. But each did seem to
have advice to share on an individ-
ual level in terms of how to recon-
cile or navigate through them.

“Pursue the most authentic ver-
sion of yourself,” said Phil Yu. “Just
be unashamed for being Asian.”

“In the margins of the tension,
you'll find Jesus. Bring your ques-
tions to him: ‘What do you say
about me being Asian?” advised
Margaret Yu.

“I've become content knowing
I'm not going to fit in anywhere.
But being an alien in a foreign land
is normal, and that's good news,”
shared Jerome Mammen.

“You can't wait for all of your
questions or internal conflicts to
be resolved. You just have to be
able to live in that tension,” said
Gene Yang.

“As long as you are solidified in
the fact that you are loved, you are
significant -- you'll be free to do
what you want,” shared Tim Ouy-
ang. “You don’t have to be bound
by what others say about you.”

Graphic novelist Gene Yang was featured as one of the speakers at the event.

Korean Church Leaders Continue Preparation for
Korean World Mission Conference

BY JUNHYEONG KIM
TRANSLATED, EDITED BY RACHAEL LEE

As the Korean World Mission
Conference is quickly approach-
ing, organizers of the event have
been hosting gatherings to pre-
pare and pray for the event. The
most recent preparation gathering
took place on Tuesday at Grace
Ministries International in Fuller-
ton, CA.

Many of the Korean pastors who
are well-known in the Southern
California Korean church com-
munity, including Rev. Ezra Kang
of Jesus Awakening Movement
for America and Rev. Paul Kihong
Han of Grace Ministries Interna-
tional, were present, and in par-
ticular, Han noted, “The event is
launching under difficult circum-
stances, but let us prepare so that
we will be able to welcome with
gladness the missionaries who
have been working hard to share
the gospel and so that the event
will overflow with blessings.”

Local Churches and Ministries

ertisinganddonations I

3 F(213)402-5136
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Organizers of the Korean World Mission Conference gathered at Grace Ministries International to pray and prepare for the event ear-

lier this month.

KWMC has taken place once ev-
ery four years, and previously, the
event had been hosted at Wheaton
College in lllinois. This year will be
the first KWMC that is taking place
in Southern California at Azusa
Pacific University. While previ-
ous conferences have also usually
taken place in July, this year, the
event will be taking place in June,
from June 6 to 10.

These circumstances have made
preparations and gathering at-
tendees more difficult, organizers
explained during another prepa-
ration gathering that took place

Sunday Celebration Services:9 AM & 11 AM
Wednesday College Fellowship: 7 PM

T.(949) 385-3051 / www.ocbethel.com

18700 Harvard Ave, Building C, Irvine, CA 9261

earlier this month.

“If we had organized the confer-
ence to take place in the Midwest,
about 3,000 attendees could have
been secured, but since it is our first
time hosting the event in the South-
west, it hasn't been easy,” shared
Suk-Hee Ko, the secretary-general
of the Korean World Mission Coun-
cil for Christ. “But the fire of mis-
sions must be ignited in Southern
California, where the most amount
of Korean Americans live.”

As of May 11, some 820 mis-
sionaries were registered for the
conference. Organizers expressed

PAsToR JusTIN Kim

Sunday School: 11:30 AM

Sunday Services: 9:30 AM & 11:30 AM

College Group Meetings: Fridays at 6 PM

. 5005 Edenhurst Ave, Los Angeles, CA 90039 \
" all - T. (818) 549-9191 / www.charis.church

hopes that at least 1,000 mission-
aries, 2,000 pastors and lay mem-
bers, and 5,000 youth and young
adults would attend the confer-
ence, and that some 7,000 would
attend the night sessions.

Organizers have been gather-
ing every night between 8 PM
and 10 PM to pray for the confer-
ence. They have also been visiting
churches to encourage pastors and
lay members to attend.

‘Authentic
Christ
Found In
Tension
Between
Cultures’

Graphic novelist
Gene Yang shares
experiences of
conflict between
‘Western' faith,
‘Eastern’ culture

BY CHRISTINE KIM

On Saturday, May 21, the Asian
American Initiative at Fuller Theo-
logical Seminary hosted a confer-
ence exploring “the intersections
between gospel, pop culture, and
Asian American identity” where
graphic novelist Gene Luen Yang
shared his own experiences of ex-
ploring his Asian-American iden-
tity in light of the gospel.

“Asian American issues of iden-
tity sit at the heart of my work,”
Yang said. His book, “American
Born Chinese,” follows different
characters as they grapple with
issues of identity, race, and even-
tually, self-acceptance. In January
2016, Yang was appointed by the
Library of Congress as the Nation-
al Ambassador for Young People’s
Literature.

“A lot of what we struggle with
as Asian Americans is that we are
foreigners, that we’re not Ameri-
can,” Yang said.

There is a certain way comics
have portrayed Asians historically,
Yang explained. The “yellow peril”
villain played upon the American
people’s fears of the perceived
threat that Asian people posed to
the Western world. Itwas a “staple
in American pop culture,” Yang
said.

There is also the message that
embracing Western faith is turn-
ing one’s back on Eastern culture,
Yang continued, referring to the
history of Christianity often being
used to colonize other countries.

This tension between Western
faith and Eastern culture was par-
ticularly prominent during his col-
lege years as he tried to answer the
question, “What is my calling?”

“For me, it became Western
faith versus Eastern culture,” Yang
described. “One side told me, ‘Fol-
low your passions. Fulfill your
dreams,” while the other said, ‘Se-
cure your financial future. Fulfill
your responsibilities.™

However, as he meditated on
Psalm 139 and the idea of divine
intention, he said asked himself a
different question.

“There is a universality in the
Christian story: in every culture,
there is always the value of self-
donating love,” Yang said. “Now,
instead of asking myself, ‘What is
my calling?,” I'm asking, ‘How can
I live out self-donating love?”

“Authentic Christ is found in
the tension,” Yang added. “Living
in the tension forces you to see
both sides in human terms and
this points to the need for self-
donating love. If you feel tension
between two sides of yourself, try
to live in that tension.”

Christianity Daily will not be issued next week.
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Attendees worshipping at the 2008 United Methodist Church General Conference.
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United Methodist Church Postpones
Decision on Sexuality Issues

BY CHRISTINE KIM

The United Methodist Church voted
on Wednesday to appoint a commis-
sion that would study whether to allow
the ordination of LGBT clergy and to
permit clergy in same-sex relationships
to be married. The commission will be
appointed by the Council of Bishops.

The delegates voted 428 to 405 in
acceptance of the Council of Bishops’
recommendation to delay its debate on
sexuality issues at this year’s General
Conference which gathers every four
years to “revise church law and adopt
resolutions on current moral, social,
public policy and economic issues,” ac-
cording to the UMC website.

“We recommend that the General
Conference defer all votes on human
sexuality and refer this entire subject
to a special Commission, named by
the Council of Bishops, to develop a
complete examination and possible re-
vision of every paragraph in our Book
of Discipline regarding human sexual-
ity,” the recommendation titled, “An
Offering for a Way Forward,” reads.

“We will name such a Commission
to include persons from every region of
our UMC, and will include representa-
tion from differing perspectives on the
debate.”

According to the United Methodist
Church’s Book of Discipline, its gov-
erning book, homosexuality is “incom-

patible with Christian teaching,” While
many mainline Protestant denomina-
tions have allowed same-sex marriage
and gay clergy, the United Methodist
Church has maintained its ban for the
past 44 years. Some point to the UMC’s
rapidly growing conservative branches
in Africa and Asia as one of the possible
reasons for its hesitation to change the
language in the Book of Discipline de-
spite a growing LGBT activism within
the denomination’s ranks.

“We will continue to explore options
to help the church live in grace with
one another — including ways to avoid
further complaints, trials and harm
while we uphold the Discipline,” the
Bishops’ statement reads.

Church of Scotland Votes to Allow
Individuals in Same-Sex Marriages
to Be Appointed as Ministers

The Church of Scotland voted to al-
low its gay ministers to marry. The
church, however, left the theological
definition of marriage beyond the pur-
view of the meeting, and will take it up
next year.

Attendees of the Church of Scot-
land’s General Assembly meeting,
which opened in Edinburgh on Satur-
day, voted 339-215 to allow congrega-
tions to appoint individuals in same-
sex marriages as ministers or deacons.

The church still maintains its tradi-
tional view of marriage between man
and woman in its theology, however.

“We had a debate which made very
clear that we were not interfering with
our theological definition of marriage
and were not going to the place where
ministers or deacons could themselves
be conducting same-sex marriages,”
said Rev. John Chalmers, principal
clerk to the general assembly.

“It is an entirely different discus-
sion,” he added.

The Theological Forum will present
its report to the church in 2017 when
the theological understanding of same-
sex marriage will be discussed in great-
er detail, and the church will decide on
its theological stance on the issue.

Twenty five (about 3 percent of the
total number of) ministers have left
the Church of Scotland because of dis-
agreement over the issue of same-sex
relationships.

About 32.4 percent or 1.7 million
Scottish people adhere to the Presby-
terian Church of Scotland.

More than 850 commissioners from
Scotland, the rest of UK, Asia, North
America, Africa, Middle East, Europe,
and the Caribbean came to attend the
2016 general assembly.

Rev. Scott Rennie, the church’s first
openly gay minister, said that the gen-
eral assembly decision was positive for
gay people, and that he wants to extend
the role of homosexual clergy to grant
them authorization for presiding over

same-sex marriages and civil unions.

“Ministers can be ordained and can
be in a same-sex marriage or a civil
partnership but ministers can’t marry
same-sex couples,” Rennie told The
Courier. “The next big step is for the
church to say, for ministers who are
happy to, you can conduct marriages
of people of the same gender.”

Rev. David Robertson, moderator of
the Free Church of Scotland, said that
he was “saddened” by the church’s de-
cision.

“In adopting this policy the Church
of Scotland has not only dissociated
itself from the vast majority of Chris-
tian churches throughout the world
(Catholic, Orthodox and Evangelical)
but has lost all claim to be the National
Church for Scotland,” Robertson was
quoted as saying by The Telegraph.
“It is a sad day for all the Christian
churches in Scotland when what used
to be the National Kirk, has now de-
parted so clearly from the Bible.”

Christian Organizations Join Hands to
Kickstart Africa Study Bible

BY RACHAEL LEE

A group of Christian organizations is
partnering together to launch a study
Bible with notes contextualized to the
African culture.

Spearheaded by Oasis International,
a publishing ministry for Africa, the
project called the Africa Study Bible
aims to provide a study Bible produced
and developed “by Africans for Afri-
cans,” according to a press release.

More than 300 individuals from 50
countries have contributed to the proj-
ect, and major Christian organizations
such as Campus Crusade for Christ
International, Willow Creek, Moody
Broadcasting, The Livingstone Corpo-
ration, and others are partnering with
Oasis in support.

“Hundreds of millions of Africans
know and love Christ. However, most
discipleship and biblical resources
come from a Western perspective -- a
culture far removed from their own,”
said Oasis International in its Kick-
starter page.

“The Africa Study Bible bridges the
gap of cultural understanding and
Scriptural relevance by revealing the
truth and beauty of God’s Word through
African eyes,” the group stated.

kl“(-.&‘l‘_é\ii TER Diseover Start a project About us g o]

HELP SATISFY AFRICA'S
THIRST FOR GOD'S WORD

Launching the Africa Study Bible

by Oasls International

76

backers

$7,853

pledged of 5100,000 goal

22

days 1o go

(Photo: Screengrab of Kickstarter page) The Africa Study Bible Kickstarter page as of

May 25.

“With the ASB, were bringing the
power of Scripture to Africa in a new
and culturally relevant way,” Dr. Mat-
thew Elliott, the president of Oasis,
said. “Under the leadership of an 11-
member editorial board of scholars
from across Africa, we've brought to-
gether 350 writers and editors from
over 40 African countries, represent-
ing 50 denominations. This is an un-
precedented project that will impact
the global church.”

The first set of Bibles to be released
will be in English in the New Living
Translation (NLT) with more than
2,200 notes. Oasis plans to also pro-
vide study Bibles in French and Portu-
guese thereafter.

Oasis is currently running a Kick-
starter page to fundraise $100,000 to
help print the first 100,000 copies of
the Africa Study Bible. The Kickstarter
will close on June 17, and has some
$7,800 pledged as of May 25.
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Sunday Services: 9 AM & 11:15 AM PasTtor KeiTH PARK
Children’s Ministry: 9 AM & 11:15 AM

Youth Group Service: Sundays at 11:15 AM

1380 S. Sanderson Ave, Anaheim, CA 92806
T. (714) 209-7349 / churchofsouthland.com

ol =

Sunday Services:9AM, 11AM,and2PM  PAsTORS DAvID LEE &

Youth Services: S
UNG HonG
Sundays at 11 AM, Fridays at 7:30 PM

Sunday School: Sundays at 11 AM

24428 5. Vermont Ave, Harbor City, CA 90710 |48
T.(310) 530-4040 1
www.cornerstonetv.com

Brea Campus Service Times: 9:30 AM, 11:30AM  PAsTOR STEVE CHoI
Irvine Campus Service Time: 10:30 AM

munity Church

Brea: 695 Madison Way, Brea, CA 92821
Irvine: 100 Honors, Irvine, CA 92620
T.(714) 529-5551 / crossway-church.com

Pastor Tim PARk

Sunday Services: 9 AM & 10:45 AM
Children’s Ministry Services: 9 AM & 10:45 AM
Youth Services: Sundays at 9 AM, Wednesdays at 6:30 PM
College Services: Sundays at 10:45 AM

3255 S. Diamond Bar Blvd, Diamond Bar, CA 91765
T.(909) 594-7604 / www.efreedb.org

EM Sunday Service: 12:00 PM PasTtor JAmES Kwak
Children’s & Youth Services: 10:30 AM

H\Way Night Bible Study (Jr. High to Youg Adults): 7:30

8500 Bolsa Ave., Westminster, CA 92683
T.(714) 891-2029 / www.oc1church.com

Sunday Service: 9:30 AM PAsTOR RONNIE PARK
Children’s and Youth Services:

11:30 AM on Sundays, 8:00 PM on Fridays

od Stewards Chure

2701 S Woodgate Dr, West Covina, CA 91792
T.(626) 913-6611/ www. gsch.org

&

Sunday Services: 9 AM & 11 AM Pastor Sam KoH
Bible Studies: Wednesdays at 7 PM

Prayer Meetings: Tuesdays at 11 AM, Saturdays at 9 AM

2241 N. Eastern Ave, Los Angeles, CA 90032 = .
T. (323) 909-9062 / www.hillsidela.org 1

Sunday Services: 9:45 AM

Home Church
19271 Colima Rd. Suite A/B, Rowland Heights, CA 91748 ]
T. (626) 384-1393 / thehomechurchrowland.com A

Sunday Services: 11:30 AM PasTor HENRY LEE

1750 N. Edgemont St, Los Angeles, CA 90027
T.(323) 913-4499 / www.crclafgc.com

Sunday Services: 9 AM & 11 AM PasTor STEVE CHANG
College Group Meetings:

Sundays at 12:30 PM, Fridays at 8 PM

munity Church

1215 W. Lambert Road, Brea, CA 92821
T.(562) 694-2100 / www.livinghopecc.org

Sunday Services: 10:30 AM PasTor Kiwon SuH
Children’s and Youth Services: 10:30 AM, 12:15 PM
College Services: Sundays at 12:15 PM

4077 W. Pico Blvd, Los Angeles, CA 90019 L
T.(323) 373-0110 / www.nlvc.org ‘
a

Sunday Services: Pastor PauL Kim

830AM,9:45AM & 11:15 AM

eemer
sbyterian Churc

1831 South El Camino Real Encinitas, CA92024 "
T.(760) 753-2535 / www.redeemersd.org \ )

- —
-
e
Tl

Sunday Services: 1 PM Pastor DANIEL HAN
Youth Group Services:

Sundays at 11 PM, Thursdays at 7 PM

ore Fellowship

2525 James M. Wood Blvd, Los Angeles, CA 90006
T.(213) 487-3920 / www.ladongsan.com s
(L

Broadway Campus Sunday Services: Pastor MicHAEL LEe
9:45 AM, 11:15 AM, 12:45 PM
Jefferson Campus Sunday Services:

9:30AM, 11:30 AM

abration Church

Broadway: 1721 North Broadway, LA, CA 90031
Jefferson: 150 W. Jefferson Blvd., LA, CA 90007
T.(323) 227-1414 / www. ynccla.org
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PuenteHillsHyundai
SUPER STORE

NE
2017 HYUNDAI
ELANTRA SE

Lease It For s 5 8 +Tax

All In Stock With

MSRP $19,260

36 Months Closed End LLease: $3,999'Die
At Signing, $500! Lease Cash, $500

2015 HYUNDAI

| SONATA SE

Lease It For s 8 8 +Tax

All In Stock With

MSRP $22.819

xxxxx

36 Months Closed End Lease, $3,999 Due At Signing, $2,750 Lease Cash, $500 Valued Owner Coupon, $500 Military Rebate, $400 College Grad Rebate, On Approved Credit. 12,000mile/year

. “A'PERFORMANCE VEHICLE WRAPPED IN LUXURY”

2016 HYUNDAI
=EQUUS SIGNATURE

LeaselltzFor 3 9 9+1—ax y

3 In Stock With

MISRP 562,490

All in Stock

36 Months Closed End Lease. $5,999 Due
At Lease Signing, Lease Cash,$10,000
Competitive Owner Coupon, $1,500 Military
Rebate,$500 College Grad Rebate $400,
On Approved Credit. 12,000mile/year

2016 HYUNDAI
GENESIS Signature Package

Lease It For s z 3 9+Tax

All In Stock With_

America’s Best Warranty*
10-Year/100,000-Mile

Powertrain Limited Warranty
Terms and conditions available
“See dealer for LIMITED WARRANTY detait.

&EFEHYUNDAI

& &
2| o AE|E & AL 2
626.513.4981  626.723.3336  626.723.3584

All prices exclude government fees and taxes, any finance charges, dealer preparation charges, and any emissions testing charges.
Please contact Dealer for complete incentives and program details. Subject to change without prior notice. All prices, specifications
and availability are subject to change without notice. Contact Dealer for current information. Your actual mileage may vary depend-
ing on how you drive and maintain your vehicle. Actual mileage will vary with options, driving condions, driving habit and overall
vehicle condition. All vehicles subjuct to prior sale. Expires 24hours after publication. Plus Dealer installed options

1-888-644-1114

17621 Gale Ave. City of Industry, CA 91748

LASIRIER2 T QEIX|ZH2E|0A 20=712]
www.phhyundai.com

@& HYUNDAI

Assurance

\ o .
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