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About 25 individuals from five different churches in the South Bay will go to Thailand as one mission team this summer.

Five Churches, One Team:

South Bay Churches Unite for Missions

BY RACHAEL LEE

Young adults from five different
churches in the South Bay will form
one team to embark on a mission
trip together this summer.

The mission team of about 25
consists of members from Sha-
lom Presbyterian Church, South
Bay Mission Church, Crosslife (the
English ministry of Gardena Pres-
byterian Church), The Branch (the
English ministry of Podowon Bap-
tist Church), and Torrance First
Presbyterian Church.

This will be the second time that
these five churches —which are part
of agroup called ‘South Bay Togeth-
er’ —will be going overseas together
toorphanages in Thailand. Lastyear
was the first.

“Doctrinally we might disagree on
certain things, but no matter what,
one thing we can agree on is that we
need to minister to the poor and the
marginalized,” said Woogie Kim,
the pastor of the English congre-
gation at Shalom, who started the
South Bay Together gathering.

Initially, Kim began South Bay
Together as an informal, casual
gathering in hopes to encourage
other Korean American pastors in
the area, but eventually the pastors
decided to participate in ministry ef-
forts together, such as doing joint re-
treats and preaching at each others’
churches. The pastors meet together
regularly and went separately to
Thailand previously to account for
the logistics of the mission trip.

“In the South Bay, everyone’s
usually kind of separate, doing their
own thing,” said Stephanie Yoo, a
22-year-old member of South Bay
Mission Church. “The fact that our
churches are coming together —that
in itself is so cool. And that means
our testimonies will be going out to
multiple churches as well.”

The team will be going to multiple
orphanages in Thailand, including
in Bangkok, Chiang Mai, and other
rural parts of the country.

Reaching children at the orphan-
ages in Thailand with the gospel has
a particular significance because of
thefactthattheyaremorevulnerable

to becoming victims of crimes such
as human trafficking, said Woogie
Kim. When thinking of human traf-
ficking, people may think more of
saving people who are already vic-
tims of the crime, but “what’s just as
importantis preventing people from
getting into that situation in the first
place,” Kim explained.

To prepare for the mission trip,
the team has been meeting every
week since the beginning of April to
understand the context of Thailand,
to learn how to overcome the chal-
lenges of being in a different coun-
try, and to bond among team mem-
bers, among other things.

But ultimately, Woogie Kim said,
his hope is not necessarily that the
team would do something grand
like ‘winning Thailand,” as people
often say about mission trips.

“We can say we're going to win
Thailand for God, but we have such
a hard time with even the small
inconveniences,” said Kim. “My
expectation is for us to change and
learn what it means to be a witness
for Christ.”

The 13th Annual ‘North
Korea Freedom Week’
commences

BY DAE WOONG LEE
TRANSLATED BY RACHAEL LEE

The 13th North Korea Freedom
Week (NKFW) was launched on
April 25 at 10 AM at South Korea’s
National Assembly, where human
rights and refugee organizations
from South Korea, the U.S., and
Japan were present.

The eventwill run until the 30th,
and features a packed agenda.
With about 20 organizations par-
ticipating, this year's NKFW will
focus on the role and responsibility
of refugees from North Korea after
the collapse of the North Korean
government. Dr. Suzanne Scholte,
who is often known as the ‘god-
mother of refugees,” and the chair-
man of the North Korea Freedom
Coalition, also visited South Korea
for the event.

Some portions of the week’s
events include Christian faith-
based gatherings, such as the
prayer gathering that took place on
Monday evening local time at 7:30
PM, focusing on the “freedom, life,
and human rights” of the North
Korean people. The ‘Esther Prayer

Movement’ will also host another
prayer gathering on the 30th at
8 PM at Joong Heung Church in
Seoul.

A celebratory worship service
before the launching of NKFW
took place at Sae-Teo Church in
Seoul with North Korean refu-
gees.

Throughout the week, a variety
of events will take place, such as a
presentation on the policy direc-
tions and needs after the passing of
the North Korea human rights act;
a press conference with four refu-
gee women who lost their children
in China; a session at the UN Hu-
man Rights Office in Seoul hosted
by a Japanese refugee organiza-
tion about the need for solidarity
and cooperation to restore human
rights in North Korea; and a strat-
egy meeting regarding reunifica-
tion in the Korean peninsula and
the roles of South Korea, Japan,
and the U.S. in the process. A gal-
lery of photos and artwork -- some
created by North Korean refugees
-- focusing on the need for human
rights in North Korea will also be
presented throughout the week.

(Photo: Square Prayer Meeting for Reunification) Dr. Suzanne Scholte (left, first row)
and others praying during the Monday night prayer meeting as part of NKFW.

Churches and College Ministry Join Forces to Reach Youth

SOON Movement (also known
as Korea Campus Crusade for
Christ) partnered with the Korean
Pastors Assocation of San Diego
(KPASD) to host a conference for
middle and high school students
on April 23.

“There are a lot of events for
adults, but at some point, events
for the youth started disappearing,”
said Keesong Lee, who does inner
city ministry with SOON Move-
ment. “Duringatimewhen the real-
ity is that about 80 percent of youth

leave the church after they gradu-
ate, we need to share with them the
true meaning of the gospel.”

The event was particularly
meaningful in that a mission or-
ganization and local churches
came together with one purpose
to prepare for the event. This was
the first time that SOON Move-
ment and San Diego churches
partnered to host such an event.
About 170 students and parents
attended. Churches that are a part
of the KPASD prepared food for

the event, and students from the
University of California, San Diego
prepared and led the students in
games. During the afternoon and
evening, attendees participated in
worship, with asermon and a time
for commitment.

About 65 youth students decided
to receive Christ at the gathering.

During the conference, Opera
California Youth Choir sang wor-
ship songs, and three youth stu-
dents received scholarships from
the KPASD.

(Photo: SOON Movement) Students from UCSD volunteered at the youth event.

Theology and Counseling Courses for the Lay Member

BY RACHAEL LEE

Many may be interested in study-
ing topics offered at seminaries, but
noteveryone actually pursues those
studies for various reasons, such as
lack of qualifications, cost, orlack of
time. A program through Golden
Gate Baptist Theological Seminary
(GGBTS) is offering courses this
summer that may be an option for
such individuals.

The summer courses — one on
theology, and another on Chris-
tian counseling — will be offered
through one of the seminary’s
‘Contextualized Leadership De-
velopment’ (CLD) centers called
Long Beach Harbor Zion Theo-
logical School (LBH ZTS). Those
who have hesitated from applying
for courses at a seminary may find
that CLD courses like the ones be-

Local Churches and Ministries

ertisinganddonations I3

F(213)402-5136

ing offered at LBH ZTS this sum-
mer fit their needs.

First, anyone — as long as they
are born-again Christians — could
be eligible to apply for programs
offered through the CLD centers,
even those without a high school
diploma. The CLD centers were
first established to train individu-
als regardless of background for
effective Christian service.

Second, it's relatively affordable.
While many courses in theological
schools cost about $500 or more
per unit, the two courses being
offered this summer through ZTS
are $285 each including the reg-
istration fee, and both courses are
worth 3 units.

Third, it’s flexible and short-
term. The courses are only 10
weeks long and will be taking place
on Saturdays and in the evenings

Sunday Celebration Services:9 AM & 11 AM
Wednesday College Fellowship: 7 PM

T.(949) 385-3051 / www.ocbethel.com

el English Church ]

18700 Harvard Ave, Building C, Irvine, CA 9261

on weekdays, allowing them to be
accessible to full-time workers.

Units earned through CLD cen-
ters could also work toward a CLD
certificate or CLD diploma. Those
with CLD diplomas who eventu-
ally decide to apply for a Master’s
program at a theological school
could also earn 10 or more credits
upon enrollment. CLD diploma-
holders also become eligible to
be sent as missionaries from the
Southern Baptist Convention’s In-
ternational Mission Board (IMB).

Some may wonder whether the
classes will be somewhat super-
ficial due to the fact that they are
short-term. Dr. John T. Shin, who
will be teaching both of the cours-
es, says he makes sure to teach his
students all that he knows about
any subject he teaches in the time
frames given to him.

PAsToR JusTIN Kim

Sunday School: 11:30 AM

Sunday Services: 9:30 AM & 11:30 AM

College Group Meetings: Fridays at 6 PM

5005 Edenhurst Ave, Los Angeles, CA 90039
T.(818) 549-9191 / www.charis.church

“It won't just be a survey,” he
said. “Whatever the Lord taught
me, I’'m trying to teach to my stu-
dents.”

The course on theology will
explore the person and work of
Christ, the person and work of
the Holy Spirit, the work of the
church, and preparation for the
second coming of Christ, among
other topics. The course on Chris-
tian counseling will discuss 43 dif-
ferent areas of counseling, includ-
ing domestic violence, child abuse,
crisis ministry, and pastoral min-
istry, among others, all with a fo-
cus on the role of the Holy Spirit to
bring healing and guidance.

“I feel like many churches are
sleeping, or enjoying safe zones,”
Shin said. “I hope that Christian
leaders could be trained through
these courses and that it would

PasToRr SunG CHANG

Sunday Services: 11 AM & 12:30 PM

Dr. John T. Shin will be teaching two
courses this summer at LBH ZTS.

bring about an awakening move-
ment.”

Registration for these courses
end on May 7. For more informa-
tion, email jshinglobalms@hot-
mail.com.

PasTor HAROLD Kim
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Colorado Supreme Court Declines
Appeal Over Same-Sex Wedding Cake

BY CHRISTINE KIM

The Colorado Supreme Court de-
clined to hear the case of a baker who
refused to make a wedding cake for a
same-sex couple on religious grounds,
upholding a lower court ruling that
deemed his refusal an act of discrimi-
nation.

In 2012, David Mullins and Charlie
Craig were denied their request for a
cake by Masterpiece Cakeshop owner
Jack Phillips who had cited his reli-
gious beliefs as the basis for his rejec-
tion.

The couple, represented by the
American  Civil Liberties Union
(ACLDU) of Colorado, filed a complaint
to the Civil Rights Commission against
Phillips, who was found guilty by the
Commission of violating Colorado’s
Anti-Discrimination Act in May 2014.

“We all have a right to our personal
beliefs, but we do not have a right to
impose those beliefs on others and dis-
criminate against them,” ACLU staff
attorney Ria Tabacco Mar said in a
statement.

In August 2015, the Colorado Court
of Appeals affirmed the decision of the
Civil Rights Commission.

“Masterpiece remains free to con-
tinue espousing its religious beliefs,
including its opposition to same-sex
marriage,” the decision states.

“However, if it wishes to operate as a
publicaccommodation and conduct its
business within the State of Colorado,
CADA (the Colorado Anti-Discrimina-
tion Act) prohibits it from picking and
choosing its customers based on their
sexual orientation,” it continues.

Phillips, represented by the Alliance
Defending Freedom, was prompted to

file a petition to appeal with the Colo-
rado Supreme Court in October 2015.

“We asked the Colorado Supreme
Court to take this case to ensure that
government understands that its duty
is to protect the people’s freedom to
follow their beliefs personally and pro-
fessionally, not force them to violate
those beliefs as the price of earning a
living,” Alliance Defending Freedom
Senior Counsel Jeremy Tedesco said
in a statement.

“Jack, who has happily served peo-
ple of all backgrounds for years, simply
exercised the long-cherished Ameri-
can freedom to decline to use his artis-
tic talents to promote a message and
event with which he disagrees, and
that freedom shouldn’t be placed in
jeopardy for anyone,” Tedesco added.
“We are evaluating all legal options to
preserve this freedom for Jack.”

U.S. Suicide Rate on the Rise,
According to CDC Study

BY CHRISTINE KIM

The number of suicides in the US
is at an all-time high in nearly three
decades, according to a new report re-
leased on Friday by the Center for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention (CDC).

At arate of 13 per 100,000 people in
2014, the rate of suicides has increased
compared to 10.5 per 100,000 in 1999,
with an overall increase of 24 percent,
according to the National Center for
Health Statistics.

The study found that the suicide
rate has been on the rise for every age
group and racial ethnic group, except
for two groups: black males and people
over 75 years old.

American Indians and Alaskan Na-

tives showed the largest increases at a
rate of 89 percent among women and
38 percent among men.

The suicide rate for teenage girls and
middle-aged women sharply increased
over the course of the study. The rate
for middle-aged women, ages 45-64,
climbed to 63 percent and tripled
among girls ages 10-14, as the number
of girls in that age group who commit-
ted suicide rose to 150 in 2014 from 50
when the study began.

The study found that the suicide
gap rate has narrowed between gen-
ders as the rate for females increased
by 45 percent, compared to 16 percent
for males. However, the suicide rate
remains three times higher in males
than in females.

Although the CDC does not offer
concrete explanations for the increased
suicide rate, some experts point to the
financial downturn in the late 2000s
and the increased abuse of prescrip-
tion drugs as potential factors leading
to the phenomenon.

“Many people view suicide as a men-
tal health problem, but many people
who die of suicide do not have a men-
tal health problem. It's a public health
problem,” Kristin Holland from the
CDC told USA Today.

“This is part of the larger emerg-
ing pattern of evidence of the links
between poverty, hopelessness and
health,” Harvard professor of public
policy Robert Putnam told the New
York Times.

One Year After Nepal Earthquake,
Areas Still Lie in Ruins

One year ago Nepal was struck by a
devastating earthquake which killed
over 8,000 people and wounded
21,000 others. The international com-
munity had pledged billions of dollars
in relief and reconstruction work, but
still, some the worst-hit areas lie torn
down, according to reports.

Some people are working from dam-
aged buildings that can collapse any
time, like Punya Gajurel, who manages
aschool.

“We have to have somewhere to keep
working,” Punya Gajurel told Deutsche
Welle from the third floor of a building
which has completely damaged lower
floors sagging from the weight of up-
per rooms. “This is the only room we
have left.”

The Nepalese government has not
yet rebuilt the area, and the efforts

seem so slow that British officials, one
of the international donors, are dis-
bursing money directly to construc-
tion as the local authorities seem to be
lagging behind in implementing the
disaster-relief plan.

“We really need to see actual recon-
struction start to happen, and start to
happen fast. | think many donor agen-
cies are getting very frustrated with
the pace of progress,” said Kenichi
Yokoyama, Nepal head of Asia Devel-
opment Bank which has contributed
towards the relief fund.

Thousands of people continue to live
in temporary shelters which have no
electricity, where it gets too hot in sum-
mer and too cold in winters. With the
approaching monsoon season, they
are left vulnerable to heavy rains and
floods in their makeshift accommoda-

tions.

The United Nations Nepal team ex-
pressed their solidarity with the Nep-
alese people, and also raised concerns
about the upcoming monsoon season.

Nepal’'s tourism industry is one of
the main sources of the country’s in-
come, and has suffered the most after
the earthquake. After one year, travel-
ers have returned, but in far less num-
bers compared to before.

“There are no sales at all. We don't
have time to stay this idle at this very
peak season,” said Bishnu Sapkota, a
mountaineering shopkeeper.

A group of students from Cambridge
University have been working with the
Helambu Education and Livelihood
Project for the last year to raise money
and awareness for rebuilding efforts in
Nepal.
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PasTors DAvID LEe &
SunG HonG

Sunday Services:9 AM, 11 AM, and 2 PM
Youth Services:

Sundays at 11 AM, Fridays at 7:30 PM
Sunday School: Sundays at 11 AM

24428 5. Vermont Ave, Harbor City, CA 90710 [E§
T.(310) 530-4040
www.cornerstonetv.com

EM Sunday Service: 12:00 PM PasToR JAMES KwAk
Children’s & Youth Services: 10:30 AM

Emﬂay Night Bible Study (Jr. High to Youg Adults): 7:30

8500 Bolsa Ave., Westminster, CA 92683
T.(714) 891-2029 / www.oc1church.com

Sunday Service: 9:30 AM PasTor RoNNIE PARK
Children’s and Youth Services:

11:30 AM on Sundays, 8:00 PM on Fridays

d Stewards Chure

2701 S Woodgate Dr, West Covina, CA 91792 L
T.(626) 913-6611/ www. gsch.org ‘&

Sunday Services: 9 AM & 11 AM PasTor Sam KoH
Bible Studies: Wednesdays at 7 PM

Prayer Meetings: Tuesdays at 11 AM, Saturdays at 9 AM

2241 N. Eastern Ave, Los Angeles, CA 90032 Tl
T.(323) 909-9062 / www.hillsidela.org J

Sunday Services: 9:45 AM

19271 Colima Rd. Suite A/B, Rowland Heights, CA 91748 .
T. (626) 384-1393 / thehomechurchrowland.com A

Sunday Services: 11:30 AM PasTor HENRY LEE

1750 N. Edgemont St, Los Angeles, CA 90027
T.(323) 913-4499 / www.crclafgc.com

Sunday Services:9 AM & 11 AM Pastor Steve CHANG
College Group Meetings:

Sundays at 12:30 PM, Fridays at 8 PM

munity Church

1215 W. Lambert Road, Brea, CA 92821
T.(562) 694-2100 / www.livinghopecc.org

Sunday Services: 1030 AM Pastor Kiwon Sun
Children’s and Youth Services: 10:30 AM, 12:15 PM
College Services: Sundays at 12:15 PM

4077 W. Pico Blvd, Los Angeles, CA 90019
T.(323) 373-0110 / www.nlvc.org ‘
¥ gl

Broadway Campus Sunday Services: PAastor MicHAEL LEE
9:45 AM, 11:15 AM, 12:45 PM
Jefferson Campus Sunday Services:

9:30 AM, 11:30 AM

bration Church

Broadway: 1721 North Broadway, LA, CA 90031 .
Jefferson: 150 W. Jefferson Blvd., LA, CA 90007
T.(323) 227-1414 / www. ynccla.org

N

' BAPTIST THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY

f\\?‘ GOLDEN GATE

ZEA0|E Hachat chated
. /

dr =

e'i’iecﬁve

.

Christian lea
R ders for

The Last Date of Registration: May 7, 2016!!!
tbe

HAVE GREAT VISION
OF GOD AND BE GLOBAL!

Uit st IS It TRlE FopRt!

= Triple-Language Tracks : English, Spanish, Korean

= Diploma Degree : Ministry, Theology, Church Planting,
Women's Leadership
= Opportunity : Upon completion of program, students graduate and
receive Diploma degree GGBTS and are GGBTS alumni : More than
eleven mission ministry opportunities are opened to

= See the Bible as One Moving Picture! Eat the Small Scroll and
Witness the Gospel of Jesus Christ! Do His Ministry of the Holy
Spirit as Moses, Elijah, and Apostles in His Time!

= Self-sustaining, self-mobilization, self-governing,
self-theololigizing, self-missiologizing,
self-Christcenterigizing,
and self-Christactualigizing in Christ

cgff?i 1S;lIJDY F:)R SUMMER 2016 PROFESSOR Units per | Reference individual his or her qualification.

ntroduction to Dr. John Shin 3units | Long Beach
Christian Theology Wednesday : 5/25, 6/1, 6/8, 6/15,6/12 | Intensive cgmpus " COUNSELING FOR CHURCH LEADERS IN MINISTRY OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
*“Wednesday 5:30pm-10:00pm Course The course covers forty three essential subjects or areas in

**Saturday 8:30am-6:45pm

**Monday 5:30pm-10:00pm
“*Wednesday 5:30pm-10:00pm

CLP 1512 Counseling for Church | Dr. John Shin

Leaders of the Holy Spirit Saturday : 6/18, 6/25, 7/2, 7/9,
“*Monday 5:30pm-10:00pm 7116, 7/23
**Saturday 8:00am-12:30pm | Monday : 7/6, 7/13, 7/20

Saturday : 5/28, 6/4, 6/11

Monday : May 30th, June 6th, 13th, 27th, 2% | 10 Week | EI Monte
Wednesday Joining at the Long Beach Class Course Campus

21st century including an additional emphasis on doing
His “Spirit-filled Counseling Ministry.”

= INTRODUCTION TO CHRISTIAN THEOLOGY
An introduction of Christian Theology surveying the Person of Christ

3 units El Monte
Intensive | Campus
Course

and Her Work, and the Last Things and Preparation for the Second
Coming including an additional focus on the ethical implications
W of Christian thought and practice “Ministry of the Holy Spirit.”

*Vice President, Dr. Michael Martin

*National CLD Director, Rev. Don Beall

*CLD LA, LBH Zion Theological School (E9)

¢ Director, Dr. John Shin

» Telephone T(818)421-4520, jshinglobalms@hotmail.com

»Registrar, Nant Khambounheuang 562/242-6015

LA Campus : 3041 N. Peck Rd., El Monte, CA 91731

«Long Beach Campus : 3435 San Anseline Ave., Long Beach, CA 90808
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=XO0SALE

************************************************************

| I | LH Sl e e IS J'IL m“ |  \“THE EXCITING APPEAL Of ELANTRA SPORT”

2016 HYUNDAI rﬂv i — _ o | N | |[ *”"i ’Jb. 1 \
ELANTRA SE 7 -

e .
Lease It For S 58 +Tax 2 |
1: m*‘:—z %
f

Al In Stock !

36 Months Closed End Lease. $3,999 Due
At Signing, $2,000+Lease: Cash, $500
Competltlve Owner: Coupon “$500 Military
Rebate, $400 Collé‘ge "Grad Rebate, On
Approved Credit. 12,000mile/year

NEW g “DESIGN RENEWED BY INNOVATION? Lease It For S +Tax
2015 HYUNDAI =

 SONATA SE e N Al In Stock With

MSRP $22,879

—t—

36 Months Closed End Lease, $2,750 Due At Signing, $2,000 Lease Cash, $500 Valued Owner Coupon, $500 Military Rebate, $400 College Grad Rebate, On Approved Credit. 12,000mile/year

. “A'PERFORMANCE VEHICLE WRAPPED IN LUXURY”

2016 HYUNDAI
=EQUUS SIGNATURE

Leaseilta| Flors 3 9 9+Tax .

3 In Stock With

MSRP 562,450

All in Stock

36 Months Closed End Lease. $5999 Due
At Lease Signing, Lease Cash $8,500,
Competitive Owner Coupon $1,500, Military
Rebate $500, College Grad Rebate $400,
On Approved Credit. 12,000mile/year

2016 HYUNDAI
GENESIS signature Package

|
Lease It For s 2 3 9+Tax

All In Stock With

America’s Best Warranty*

&@HYUNDAI 10;Year/100,000-Milo

Terms and conditions available
“See dealer for LIMITED WARRANTY detait.

1-888-644-T14 -
&3] & AE|E X} KAEl 2 . Assurance
626.513.4981  626.723.3336  626.723.3584 17621 Gale Ave. City of Industry, CA 91748

All prices exclude government fees and taxes, any finance charges, dealer preparation charges, and any emissions testing charges. 3 o) -1 = o = ) = - ‘ “
Please contact Dealer for complete incentives and program details. Subject to change without prior notice. All prices, specifications LA — I El- J—l- 2 ,ilI | 7 |'—||_—E| O‘HA—I 20_!'—_7 -I E'l - “
¥

and availability are subject to change without notice. Contact Dealer for current information. Your actual mileage may vary depend- .
ing on how you drive and maintain your vehicle. Actual mileage will vary with options, driving condions, driving habit and overall p h hy d m
vehicle condition. All vehicles subjuct to prior sale. Expires 24hours after publication. Plus Dealer installed options WWW‘ u n al - Co
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