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A Growing Love for the Immigrant Church
Interviews with Asian American Pastors, XXIX: Dr. Benjamin Shin

BY RACHAEL LEE

Dr. Benjamin Shin is one who
is commits himself for the long
haul. Shin, who is 52, has pastored
at LA Hanmi Church for 15 years
and at LA Open Doors church for
7; co-founded and has led a para-
church ministry called Crossroads
Campus Ministry (CCM) for 30
years; and has taught at Biola Uni-
versity’s Talbot School of Theology
for 14 years as an adjunct faculty
and almost 10 years as a full-time
professor.

Today, Shin’s primary commit-
ment involves building up pas-
tors in the immigrant church and
Asian American ministry. Though
Shin no longer serves as a pastor,
he mentors several pastors each
week, has been the head of the
Asian American Ministry Confer-
ence which has been taking place
at Biola University for the past two
years, and is currently co-author-
ing a book about Asian American
ministry.

Indeed, it's well-known among
the Korean American community
that many English ministry pas-
tors or youth pastors leave the im-
mmigrat church after two to three
years due to the difficulties that
arise from cultural and language
differences.

Shin is no stranger to those dif-
ficulties. Shin grew up with par-
ents who, as he described it, ac-
culturated quickly into American
culture and spoke only in English
to him. As a family, they attended
churches such as Grace Com-
munity Church or Lake Avenue
Church, where most of the con-
gregants were Caucasian, for the
first 25 years of his life. As a result,
Shin was faced with numerous ob-
stacles when he was first hired into
a Korean immigrant church.

“I pretty much broke every cul-
tural rule there is at some point,”
Shin said.

He didn’t insa to his elders — a
formal way of greeting people with
a bow and formal language — nor
did he visit his congregants during
major events like newborn births
because he believed, as he saw in
Caucasian churches, that the fam-
ily needs personal space for about
two to three weeks afterwards. It
was quite confusing for his Korean
congregants who wanted to have
their pastor visit them almost im-

mediately after news of the baby’s
birth, Shin explained.

“It was purely out of ignorance,”
he said, “I just didn't know.”

Yet Shin didn’t consider those
difficulties as reasons to leave, but
lessons to learn from.

“[The cultural dynamic] was
hard because | didn’t understand
it,” Shin explained, “but when |
did understand it, it made a huge
difference.”

This is what he hopes to share
with younger pastors who may
be struggling in the immigrant
church, Shin said.

“Younger pastors say they want
to be multi-cultural, but how can
they if they don’t want to work with
the first generation [Koreans]?” he
explained.

When looking past the difficul-
ties that come with cultural, gener-
ational, and language differences,
Shin said that there is a wealth of
benefits that a pastor can obtain by
serving in the immigrant church.

“You learn how
to be cross-cul-
tural... You learn
the spirituality of
the culture ... You
learn how to be
humble ... ”

- regarding the
benefits of the
immigrant church

“You learn how to be cross-cul-
tural,” Shin started, as he began
gushing about the benefits of serv-
ing in the immigrant church. “You
learn the spirituality of the culture,
such as learning to pray. You learn
how to be humble by learning how
to submit, which is a godly virtue.
You learn generational ministry,
as most immigrant churches have
children to grandparents. You
learn how to be honorable and re-
spectful, which is a culture embed-
ded in the immigrant church and
is hard to find in the Caucasian
church.”

“The immigrant church stretch-
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Dr. Benjamin Shin is a professor at Biola University’s Talbot School of Theology, where
he heads the Asian American Doctor of Ministry cohort.

es a pastor in all aspects,” he said.

Shin also believes that there may
be a subconscious familiarity that
Korean Americans feel about their
culture, even without knowing.
For example, he said he believes
most Korean American pastors
who have gone to serve in pasto-
ral roles in multi-ethnic or other
ethnic congregations will return to
the Korean immigrant church.

“They’re going to miss the rela-
tionships,” Shin said. “The way we
relate to one another is different.”

Shin hopes that through the var-
ious ministries he is engaged in to-
day, that pastors would be able to
come to realizations and find com-
fort as they understand those cul-
tural elements more deeply. This
is a particular hope that he has for
the book that he is co-authoring,
called "Tapestry of Grace: Unrav-
eling the Cultural Complexities of
Asian American Christianity.’

“The hope of the book is that
younger pastors would be able
to get a deeper understanding of
‘why,” Shin said.

Shin and Dr. Cheryl Silzer, who
is co-authoring the book with him,
had been teaching a class together
called, ‘The Asian Church and
American Society,’” in which Silzer
touched upon cultural aspects

and Shin touched upon theologi-
cal aspects. Once people come
to a deeper understanding of the
culture and what the root of cer-
tain behaviors may be, people find
comfort and healing, Shin found.

“Every time we explained what
might be going on, | would see
people lighting up and realizing
things,” he said. “People even
called our class ‘Therapy 101.”

Some of the topics they delve
into in the book, which is largely
based on what they taught in their
class, include how the honor and
shame culture affects relation-
ships; the Korean concept of han,
or adeep grieving or longing; lead-
ership and theology differences;
and different church models that
Asian American churches have
had.

As Shin himself continues to
learn more about those elements,
he said, “lI am still loving the cul-
ture, the people, the food, the hu-
mor, the spirituality,” Shin said.
“My love has been growing.”

“I'm very hopeful for what's hap-
pening, in the large scope of things
... We just need to stay the course,
stay faithful, and glean what our
previous generation did, so that
we're not self-reliant and arrogant.
And God will show us favor.”

Christians
Intercede
for Rev. Lim
at Canada’s

Parliament

300 gather in the
aftermath of fierce
recent snowstorm

BY JINYOUNG KIM

Some 300 individuals gathered
in front of the Canadian Parlia-
ment Hill on February 17 for a
prayer meeting on behalf of Rev-
erend Hyeon Soo Lim, who was
sentenced to life in prison by the
North Korean government last
December after being detained
during his last visit to the coun-
try. Many of those who gathered
included members of Light Pres-
byterian Church, where Lim had
been serving as the lead pastor un-
til his detainment.

The intercessors gathered de-
spite the worst snow storm in Ot-
tawa’s recent history and prayed
fervently for Lim’s return.

“All of these people from Light
Presbyterian Church and other
leaders of the church commu-
nity came despite the bad circum-
stances and the long distance. It
was a time that we were able to
once again realize how strong the
church community could be and
how great their love is,” said one
of the attendees. “Compared to the
amount of time it took for many of
them to travel here, it might have
seemed like the time of prayer was
short. But | know that we prayed
with the heart like that of the
woman who broke her expensive
alabaster jar of perfume, and that
our prayers will bear fruit.”

A petition to secure Lim’s release
with some 165,000 signatures was
also presented at the prayer meet-
ing.

Tony Clement, a conservative
member of the Canadian Parlia-
ment and a foreign affairs official,
was also present at this prayer
meeting along with Yonah Mar-
tin, a conservative Korean Cana-
dian Senator, who both expressed
hopes for Lim’s release.

Children Bring Worship and Cheer to the Home of the Elderly

BY JUNHYEONG KIM

About40 children from Sa-Rang
Community Church visited a nurs-
ing home where some 60 elderly
men and women live to share their
warmth and love.

In particular, the church’s chil-
dren’s choir, called ‘Sharon Choir,’
has been practicing worship songs
and body worship for the past
three months to perform for their
audience at the nursing home,
where their performance was met
with the warmest applause.

On February 20, these children
visited Welcome Christian Home,
a nursing home located near
Westminster. A dreary quiet is
the usual at this place where most
of the residents are single elderly
men and women, but the place
was filled with noise with the chil-
dren’s visit on Saturday.

After the performance, the chil-
dren, who were dressed in Korean
traditional clothing called hanbok,
bowed to the elders as a part of
Korea’s New Year’s traditions, and
delivered hand-written cards to
them.

“Now that I'm older, these chil-
dren are so precious,” shared
Kyung-Ja Lee, one of the elderly
women who live at the nursing
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home. “These children are like
grandchildren. I was just so happy
just to see them.”

“This would be the sixth year
that Sharon Choir is participat-
ing in this ministry at the nursing
home,” shared Seong Wook Lee,
a children’s ministry pastor at Sa-
Rang Community Church. “The
elderly at the nursing home love
having them visit, so we've been
visiting them each year.”

“We're almost like a celebrity
group status to them,” Lee added.
“We'll continue to practice and
perform the Korean children’s
songs that these elderly men and
women love.”

“l practiced with my mom at
home, and I was so happy that the
grandmas and grandpas liked it
and sang along,” shared Ki-Moon
Lee, a six-year-old who performed
on Saturday.

Lee's  mother, Jin-Kyung
Hwang, said, “It was meaningful
to be able to share just a little bit of
joy with these lonely grandmoth-
ers and grandfathers.”

Meanwhile, the young adults’
ministry at Sa-Rang Community
Church has been visiting this par-
ticular nursing home each month
for the 16th year to worship to-
gether and serve the elderly.

EM Sunday Service: 12:00 PM
Children's & Youth Services: 10:30 AM

Friday Night Bible Study (Jr. High to Youg Adults): 7:30 PM

: ' L
(

8500 Bolsa Ave., Westminster, CA 92683
T.(714) 891-2029 / www.oc1church.com

PAsToR JAMES Kwak

9:30AM, 11:30 AM

Broadway Campus Sunday Services:
9:45 AM, 11:15 AM, 12:45 PM
Jefferson Campus Sunday Services:

Broadway: 1721 North Broadway, LA, CA 90031
Jefferson: 150 W. Jefferson Blvd., LA, CA 90007
T.(323) 227-1414 / www. ynccla.org

PAsTOR MICHAEL LEE

Sunday Service: 9:30 AM

PAsToR RONNIE PARK

Children’s and Youth Services:

11:30 AM on Sundays, 8:00 PM on Fridays

2701 S Woodgate Dr, West Covina, CA 91792
T.(626) 913-6611 / www. gsch.org




e
Ok
d

20 20161 22 252 =0 H IS L= L]

L
PuenteHillsHyundai
T SUPER STORE

2H|XF 2R XS 19l o O1=0|1M 718 2 T Hif 221! « 0150 0FAS 7H8 0| Ifs Ze2!
K Kk ek Ak ke Ak sk ok ke ok ok sk ok ok ok ok sk ok ke sk ok ke ks sk Ak sk ok sk sk ok sk ke sk ok ke ok ok sk ok ok ok ok k k ko ok ok A ok ok ok ok K

PRESIDENTS DAY SALE

************************************************************

= e iz d TEEE) Sl | “THE EXCITING APPEAL Of ELANTRA SPORT”

| - 1] E — nm- il e | ‘ | - .J | M || I ‘ ‘ \
12016 HYUNDAI ,.._ 77 1 jppledeBS — DRI T ™ jusT ARRIVED
ENTRA SE

Get Better Deal On

Lease It For A '." — ‘.—:'_'_ g o~ i : 2016 Hyundai

Approved Credit. 12,000mile/year

NEW — “DESIGN RENEWED BY IIHINOVATION” Coss It Eor o
2015 RYUNOAT e S e 0 s s 8 8
PSONATA umiTED 5 A~ All In Stock With

36 Months Closed End I:ease_. $5,999 Due At STgning_. $4,000 Lease Cash, $500 Lease Loyalty Cash, $500 Military Rebate, $400 College Grad Rebate, On Approved Credit. 12,000mile/year

T . “A'PERFORMANGE VEHICLE WRAPPED IN LUXURY”

2016 HYUNDAI
=EQUUS SIGNATURE

Lease'ltdFor 3 9 9 +Tax

All In Stock With

MSRP $62,450

36 Months Closed End Lease. $3,999 Due
At Lease Signing, Lease Cash $8,500,
Competitive Owner Coupon $1,500, Military
Rebate $500, College Grad Rebate $400,
On Approved Credit. 12,000mile/year

2015 HYUNDA .
GENESIS SEDAN 5.0L vs Engine 0/

Lease It For s 2 9 9 i

All In Stock With

America’s Best Warranty*

& HYUNDAI 10.ear1100.000 il

1-888-644-1114
32| AE|S 3 HAE 2

626.513.4981 62E.72§.3336 626.723.3584 17621 Gale Ave. City of Industry, CA 91748

All prices exclude government fees and taxes, any finance charges, dealer preparation charges, and any emissions testing charges. LA?_*‘?_' EI-_S"II‘]' EEEI_-“I | 7 rﬁE_El 0_" A_I 20 E 71 al

Please contact Dealer for complete incentives and program details. Subject to change without prior notice. All prices, specifications
and availability are subject to change without notice. Contact Dealer for current information. Your actual mileage may vary depend-

ing on how you drive and maintain your vehicle. Actual mileage will vary with options, driving condions, driving habit and overall i
vehicle condition. All vehicles subjuct to prior sale. Expires 24hours after publication. Plus Dealer installed options WWW' p h h yu n d al o co m

@& HYUNOAI

Assurance




	U022501CL
	U022502CL
	U022503CL
	U022504CL
	U022505CL
	U022506BW
	U022507CL
	U022508CL
	U022509CL
	U022510CL
	U022511CL
	U022512CL
	U022513CL
	U022514CL
	U022515BW
	U022516CL
	U022517CL
	U022518CL
	U022519CL
	U022520CL

