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1.Doug Fields (Executive Director, Home World’s Center)
2.Eugene Cho (Lead Pastor, Quest Church)

3.Harold Kim (Senior Pastor, Christ Central)

4.Shawn Gordon (Pastor at We Are Church)
5.DongWhan Kim (National Director, KCCCUSA)
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In Light of Paris Attacks, Christians
Point to Prayer and Gospel Action

BY RACHAEL LEE

The world was taken by surprise
by the attacks that took place in
Paris on Friday, which left some
130 people dead, and over 350
people injured. In response, mul-
titudes of people and most major
organizations took to publicly
sharing their responses of grief
and solidarity with the French
people.

Christian leaders and organiza-
tions were no exception in quickly
expressing their solidarity through
statements online and through the
media.

“We echo the words of our broth-
ers and sisters in France who said:
‘France is not alone! At this time,
millions of Christians around the
world are praying for our country.’
Yes, we are praying for France and
Lebanon, and we call on churches
around the world to join us,” said
Efraim Tendero, the secretary
general of the World Evangelical
Alliance.

“We are with them in deep com-
passion and prayer,” stated the
World Council of Churches. “We
pray that they may be comforted,

by the love and care they have re-
ceived from those who have now
brutally been take away, and by
the support and solidarity of oth-
ers, of their families, and of their
neighbours -- whoever or wher-
ever that may be.”

Other than prayer, some sug-
gested specificways that Christians
can take the grief and compassion
and put them into action.

Mike Evans, the director of
Evangile 21, the French branch of
The Gospel Coalition, encouraged
fellow Christians to “reach out to
our Muslim friends and neighbors
with acts of kindness but above all
with the message of the prince of
peace,” rather than resorting to
“indiscriminate acts of revenge
and violence.”

In its statement, the Presby-
terian Church, U.S.A. (PCUSA)
expressed its disagreement with
governors’ and politicians’ plans
and stances to limit or deny entry
into the U.S. for refugees in re-
sponse to the Paris attacks, and
encouraged Christians to “choose
welcome, not fear,” as its state-
ment was titled.

“The way to end terror is to

prove that those who demonize us
are wrong,” the statement reads.
“We are not a heartless secular
culture. We must witness to the
Gospel with generous hospitality.
To hide in fear is a mistake. Fear is
the ammunition of terror. Hope is
the best defense.”

A “witness to the Gospel” was
emphasized urgently by many.
Mike Evans of Evangile 21 said the
violence compels people to realize
that “death is suddenly real.”

“Questions about evil abound
in the face of unimaginable and
indiscriminate violence,” Evans
said. “Now is the time to proclaim
the gospel of Jesus Christ as never
before.”

“Some rush immediately to po-
litical or even ideological reasons
behind the acts, but our workers
understand the spiritual dimen-
sion of darkness in the world and
the reality that violence can erupt
anywhere and any time,” Mark
Edworthy, the top strategist in Eu-
rope for the Southern Baptist Con-
vention’s missions agency, told the
Baptist Press.

“Our workers have one driving
thought: ‘Paris needs Jesus.”

Planting a Church to Call Family

Interviews with Asian American Pastors, XXIV: Rev. Jeya So

BY RACHAEL LEE

With a vision to be a family for
those who feel like they don't be-
long, Reverend Jeya So and her
husband, Reverend Daniel So,
planted Anchor City Church to-
gether in San Diego in January of
2014.

After having served in the Ko-
rean immigrant church setting
for most of their 15-year ministry
career together, the couple felt
God was leading them to plant a
church, Ms. So said.

“Both my husband and I —we’re
both learners, and we like to ab-
sorb a lot of information. And we
started to think about the move-
ment of the church in America and
worldwide, and thought about the
ways that we're plugging into that
picture of what God is doing glob-
ally. That's kind of how it all start-
ed,” she continued.

For them, an aspect of church
that they particularly wanted to
focus on was the concept of family
—a place of belonging. Among the
various ways she describes Anchor
City Church, Ms. So describes it as
a “third culture church.”

She says the ideacomes from the
term, “third culture kid,” or TCK.
Though today, TCKs are often
used to refer to people who have
moved around often and to sev-
eral different countries, the origi-
nal meaning of the term pointed
to those who have grown up in a
culture different from that of their
parents. Ms. So said that both she
and her husband, as second-gen-
eration Korean Americans, often
felt they didn’t know to which cul-
ture they truly belonged.

“When we were young, we often
went to schools where we were
one of ten Asian kids in the entire
student body,” Ms. So said. “I real-
ize that's changed quite a bit now.

But back then, I remember being
told that | wasn’t quite American.
I came to the U.S. when | was 18
months old, but I just thought that
maybe | wasn't really American
since all of my ‘American’ friends
ate mac and cheese at home. But
I would visit my grandmother in
Korea, and she would say that
‘that American person has come
to visit,’ referring to me. And so, |
didn’t quite feel Korean either. So
there was this feeling as though we
were outsiders in both cultures,
and a sense of, ‘Who am 1?””

Hence, Ms. So said, she and her
husband felt led to plant a church
with an emphasis on family cul-
ture, and to build a church that be-
comes a place of belonging — not
necessarily for “TCKs,” but for all
who may feel that “they’re on the
outer edges of society.” Today, the
church has grown from 12 starting
members in 2014 to some 50 reg-
ular members of primarily young
adults and young families.

“Our hope is that they would
come in and feel comfortable and
find that they could belong to a
place and believe in a God who
loves them as their father,” Ms. So
explained.

Undoubtedly, planting a church
presented unique challenges from
the beginning. The first challenge
they faced, Ms. So said, was trying
to answer the question, “Does San
Diego need another church?”

“l mean, of course, churches
everywhere are needed in their
respective communities, but there
were a lot of good people doing a
lot of good ministries, and we just
asked ourselves, ‘Is there some-
thing new or something we could
add to come alongside them?”
Ms. So recalled.

Indeed, there are some 1,000
Protestant congregations that
meet in San Diego, according to

statistics from the 2010 U.S. Re-
ligion Census: Religious Congre-
gations & Membership Study.
Yet, of the total population of the
county, less than 10 percent (9.77
percent) identified themselves as
being Protestant. Some 56 percent
identified themselves as having no
religious affiliation.

“We heard that new church
plants is the most effective way of
bringing about new believers,” Ms.
So said, and added that they decid-
ed to plant the church remember-
ing that “church planting is a call
to evangelism.”

“There are people out there who
need the gospel, and we realized
that there is a way that we can
reach them that other churches
haven't. Every church is reach-
ing different people, and even if
it is the same people we're reach-
ing, that's OK because we all have
something to bring to the table,”
she continued.

Yet another internal chal-
lenge they faced was figuring out
whether their hearts were in the
right place in deciding to plant the
church.

“We said from the very begin-
ning, very clearly, this church can-
not be planted because we're angry
or dissatisfied,” Ms. So said. “For
anyone, you can experience burn-
out when you work too hard, and
we've experienced our fair share of
burnouts in our different church-
es. So we asked ourselves, ‘What
in this process is coming from hurt
or bitterness or despair or fatigue,
and how do we let it go?” And we
just prayed, ‘Lord Jesus, please
help us. If there’s bitterness, turn
it into joy because we're able to say
that this is coming from you.” We
prayed a lot.”

This particular challenge was
layered with the challenge of ap-
proaching their church staff at

Rev. Hyeon Soo Lim’s
Family, Church Ask
Canada’s New Leaders
to Secure Lim’s Release

Canada’s New Prime Minister Urged to
Speak with World Leaders on Lim's Behalf

BY RACHAEL LEE

The family of Reverend Hyeon
Soo Lim, a Korean Canadian pas-
tor who has been detained in
North Korea for over nine months,
has expressed hopes that the new
Canadian leadership would take
action to secure Lim’s safe return.

Justin Trudeau, the Prime Min-
ister of Canada who assumed of-
fice earlier this month, has already
attended a meeting with global
leaders ata G20 Summitin Turkey
on Monday, and has also been at-
tending an Asia-Pacific Economic
Cooperation meeting in the Philip-
pines this week from November 18
to 19.

“We are hoping that the Trudeau
government takes full advantage
of whatever means and platform
available, i.e. APEC, to bring inter-
national awareness to Mr. Lim’s
detainment that would help move
diplomatic talks to a speedy and
positive resolution,” said Lisa Pak,
the spokeswoman for Lim’s family
and church.

The status of Lim’s condition
remains unclear. The last and only
time Lim made a public appear-
ance was in late July in a televised
press conference that was released
to the public through North Ko-
rea’s news agency. During the
press conference, Lim admitted
to alleged crimes that he plotted to
overthrow the government. Since
then, little has been heard about
his condition or the progress being
made for his release.

Since Lim’s detainment in early

February, pastors and leaders in
Canada, the U.S., and South Korea
have written letters calling on the
Canadian government, the North
Korean government, and the
United Nations to take appropri-
ate actions to ensure Lim’s safe re-
turn home. Prayer meetings have
also taken place on Lim’s behalf,
including in Los Angeles, Philadel-
phia, Atlanta, and New York.

“Pastor Hyeon Soo Lim went to
help people in North Korea solely
for a humanitarian purpose, pure-
ly to put the love of Jesus Christ
into action,” said a letter from pas-
tors in the greater New York area
written in March. “We call on the
North Korean government to re-
lease Lim and allow him to return
safely to his family and loved ones,
and we call on the Canadian gov-
ernment and the United Nations
to putin their efforts to help secure
his release.”

“We deeply regret that this
[Lim’s detainment] has happened,
and we ask that the North Korean
government make favorable ar-
rangements as we are particularly
concerned about Reverend Lim’s
health,” wrote the Korean Presby-
terian Church Abroad (KPCA), the
denomination that Light Presby-
terian Church is affiliated with, in
June. “Lim’s detainment will have
a negative effect on the potential
opportunities for humanitarian
aid in North Korea, and the hu-
manitarian aid organizations all
over the world will be paying close
attention for Lim’s release while
he is detained.”

Reverend Jeya So is the co-lead pastor of Anchor City Church, located in San Di-
ego, CA. The church was planted in January of 2014.

the time and letting them know of
their plans to plant a church. The
process came not without tension,
Ms. So said, but ultimately, the
process stretched both her and her
husband in personal ways, and the
church gave them their blessings.

“Both of us are middle children,
and the stereotype of middle chil-
dren is that they're conflict avoid-
ers,” Ms. So explained. “We're
both pretty spot on in that. So it
was difficult to work through some
of that tension in the process ... but
it really helped us to narrow down
why we were doing what we were
doing, and to be okay with being
in the midst of tension sometimes.
We thought, ‘If this is what God is
calling us to do, this is just going to
be a blip on the screen.”

When Anchor City Church held
a special service when the congre-
gation first moved in to its current
rented space, the leaders invited
members of the community, and
many of the members of the pre-
vious church at which Mr. and
Mrs. So were serving also joined
and showed their blessings and
support for their ministry. Ms. So
described the moment as “a huge
testimony of the graciousness of
God.”

“Because God is so loving, he
was able to promote peacefulness
inthe church,” Ms. So said. “That’s

a huge value for us in terms of how
we planted this church.”

And finally, yet another chal-
lenge that the church leaders are
still figuring out is determining
the success metrics for the church.
One thing they do know for sure,
though: it's not about the num-
bers, Ms. So said.

Their focus is not so much on
quickly adding to the number, but
taking the time, if necessary, to in-
vest in people, she explained.

“We're largely a word of mouth
church, and one of the things we
emphasize a lot is true discipleship
in Christ — bridging that Sunday
to Monday gap ... If you're really
called to live out discipleship, then
you should be reaching out to your
friends and neighbors. Not just
seeing them as a check mark, but
because you have a deep, loving,
Christ-like care for them. That's
really how we see it. And that pro-
cess could be a lot slower in terms
of getting people in through the
door of the church.”

“Our hope and prayer is that all
of the folks that come through the
doors, thatwe would investin their
lives, and help them to love Jesus
more and more — so much so that
their lives are being transformed
and changed, and that they are
loving and caring for their neigh-
bors, coworkers, and friends.”
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