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e Accounting
e Business Management
e Administrative Assistant
e Phlebotomy &
e Medical & Clinical Assistant
e Medical Office Management
e Pharmacy Technology Administration
e T R B oiarie | | \
2 £ :T(213)703-6863 e Computer Aided Drafting & Design (CABB),
Office : T(323)966-5444 e English as a Second Language (ESL)
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Electric Amount Due $537 7

Los Angeles Department of Water and Power Charges
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er Charges
%W |Electric Charges  3/4/14- 5/5/14  3054KWH 537.72
ectric Charg /414 - 515/ S 15 152 KWH $23.38
ﬁ Water Charges  3/4/14 - 5/5/14 66 HCF $322.98 B i $215.60
800-342-5397 il EEDWEClaldes B8 S 800 10 Total LADWP Charges  $ 239.07
LAD'

“ " Water Amount e $322.98 ‘ﬁue $215.69
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Sung Hong (left) and David Lee (right) pastor high school and college students, respectively, at Cornerstone Church.

Interviews with Asian American Church Pastors, XIII:

One Body, One Family, United Under One Vision

BY RACHAEL LEE

Cornerstone Church, located in
Harbor City, CA, is atypical as a
Korean immigrant church, in that
it doesn’t have a separate Korean
ministry (KM) and English min-
istry (EM). Instead, worship is
organized according to age group,
and the sermon is preached in
the more dominant language for
each age group while translation is
made available for everyone else.

For example, in the main ser-
vices for adults, Reverend Jong
Yong Lee, the senior pastor of
Cornerstone, preaches in Korean,
and translation is offered in Eng-
lish. In younger services, includ-
ing Sunday school, youth, college,
and young adult services, the pas-
tors preach in English, and if there
are students that recently arrived
from Korea, teachers are readily
available to translate for them and
help them to understand.

Some may be skeptical of the
method of preaching in one domi-
nant language. Wouldn't it be un-

comfortable for those who aren't
fluent in the language?

For the adults, this method actu-
ally allows them to lay down their
comforts and preferences and be-
come humble before God in wor-
ship, according to Patrick Kim, the
assistant director of the education
department.

“Initially, | resisted hearing the
word of God through translations
because | feared that | would be
receiving adiluted version of God’s
word,” Kim wrote in a testimony
published in a church booklet.

“I wanted worship to be physi-
cally comfortable and didn’t want
to listen to the message with con-
spicuous, gigantic headphones or
sing praise in my broken Korean.
My pride blinded me and my view
of worship was narrow [...] How-
ever, after listening to the Sunday
messages and being ministered to
by [Reverend] Lee, I came to un-
derstand that Biblical worship has
nothing to do with personal com-
fort and has everything to do with
sacrifice and yielding to God.”

David Lee, who pastors the col-
lege students at Cornerstone, said
that this format also helps the
Korean American young adults
to become more familiar with Ko-
rean culture and learn the Korean
language.

“Being with the first genera-
tion Koreans always gave me a
deeper understanding of where
I come from,” he said. “And the
cultural background of our church
has helped me to learn Korean so
much more as well.”

For the younger ones, preach-
ing in English and assimilating the
students who just moved from Ko-
reaactually helpsthemto learn the
language more quickly, and build
relationships with other peers who
speak English, Lee explained.

“This is not necessarily the best
method, and we’re not the perfect
church, but the foundation for this
is from the Bible,” said Sung Hong,
who pastors high school students.
“Hebrews and Greeks worshiped
together—it’s in the Scripture.”

Throughthismethod, thechurch

becomes united under Reverend
Lee’s vision for the church to be
one body and one family, Lee and
Hong explained.

“When | see a student, | can au-
tomatically picture the parents,”
said David Lee. “We have so many
big events and everyone joins in
together, so everyone has to know
each other. Even if high school has
praise night, the parents come and
join in and support them. And our
whole church pretty much stays
until around 4 or 5 PM on Sundays
just chilling and talking with one
another. I guess that’s just built
into the culture of our church.”

There are still other ways that
church members build relation-
ships with each other as one body.
Mission teams are multi-genera-
tional, allowing members of the
older and younger generations
to fellowship with each other and
serve together. And parents have
parent-student conferences with
the teachers in the respective min-
istries, discussing the student’s
walk with God.

“If there are any issues or ur-
gent matters, we open it up to the
entire staff, and pray together on
what might be the best way to re-
solve the issue,” Lee said, further
describing how the church works
together as one body. “Because
problems might not be just about
that one child or person, but it
might be about the family as a
whole. So we all try to resolve the
problem together.”

“When we all come together,
all of the generations, it’s great.
We can all learn together, grow
together, and not necessarily just
make it 100 percent comfort-
able all the time,” Lee continued.
“There are things we have to sac-
rifice, for example comfort in lan-
guage or culture, but in sacrificing,
we're learning together.”

This is one in a series of inter-
views with pastors who either
serve in English ministry (EM) or
have a heart for intergeneration-
al relationships within the Asian
American church.

Intercession on Behalf of Reverend Hyeon Soo Lim Continues
Five Months After Lim’s Detainment, Korean Church Community Hosts Another Wave of Prayer Meetings

BY JUNHYEONG KIM

A prayer meeting on behalf of
Reverend Hyeon Soo Lim, the
Korean Canadian senior pastor of
Light Presbyterian Church who
has been detained in North Korea,
will be taking place at Korea Cam-
pus Crusade (KCCC)'s Los Angeles
office on July 12 at 5 P.M.

KCCC hosted a prayer meeting
for Lim previously in mid-April,
which was an intimate gather-
ing of some 30 people part of the
KCCC alumni organization, and
friends of Reverend Lim.

This upcoming prayer meet-
ing, however, is endorsed by sev-
eral other Korean organizations
including Holy City Movement
and New Life Mission, and even
has the title, “A Prayer Meeting of
the Southern California Regional
Churches and Organizations for
Reverend Lim’s Release.”

Hun Young Jo, a friend of Lim
and the lead pastor of Light Pres-
byterian Church in Southern Cali-
fornia, said during the April prayer
meeting that if Lim’s detainment

continues long-term, “We will offi-
cially begin an international move-
ment to secure his release.”

Adraft of a petition letter to send
to the United Nations on behalf of
Lim is expected to be presented at
the end of the prayer meeting.

The upcoming Los Angeles
prayer meeting follows a series of
prayer meetings that have taken
place in various regions. Prayer
meetings took place in Toronto,
Montreal, New York, and Phila-
delphia on June 28, and in Atlanta
on June 29.

“We can't fully understand at
this moment what God’s will is,
but we have great expectations as
we look toward the One who will
definitely work through our pastor
and our church,” said Reverend
Jason Noh, who currently leads
Light Presbyterian Church in
Lim’s absence.

“We believe that as we continue
to gather our hearts and hold on
in prayer, we will soon experience
amazing things and see God'’s will
revealed,” Noh added.

Lim has visited North Korea

o

tained in North Korea since late January.

more than 100 times and had ac-
tively served the North Korean
people through various humani-
tarian efforts. However, Lim was
never heard from after his last visit
into the country in late January,
and Lim’s family was informed of
his detainment in March.

Though recent reports, includ-
ing one in early June, say that the
Canadian government was able to

Reverend Hyeon Soo Lim, senior pastor of Light Presbyterian Church, has been de-

have direct contact with the North
Korean government, Lim’s condi-
tion remains shrouded in mystery.
The nature of the talks have notbeen
revealed due to their “confidential
nature,” according to reports.

Leaders from Light Presbyte-
rian Church also met with leaders
in public and private sectors in
Canada and South Korea, seeking
ways to secure Lim’s release.

After Legalization of Gay Marriage, Korean Church Leaders Convene
Pastors Discuss the Need for Engagement with Greater Community and for Legal Preparation

BY JUNHYEONG KIM

Leaders of the Korean immi-
grant church community gathered
onWednesday ata hotel in Los An-
geles for a discussion on how the
community should respond to the
Supreme Court’s ruling on same-
sex marriages. Talks of holding
hands with the greater community
and other ethnic groups, and steps
to prevent churches from facing
litigation were brought up.

The gathering was brought to-
gether by Jung Myung Song, the
CEO of Gospel Broadcasting Com-
pany, one of the largest Korean
Christian radio stations in Los An-
geles.

“We are here today to discuss

how the church must respond to
the legalization of same-sex mar-
riage,” Song said. “And the Korean
church community needs some
specific help to deal with any issues
that may arise from this ruling.”

“A nation that was once founded
on Puritan principles is becoming
more secularized and is deteriori-
ating morally,” said Reverend Hee
Min Park, former senior pastor of
Young Nak Presbyterian Church
(YNPC).

“The Korean church commu-
nity must work together and en-
gage with the greater community
to defend Christian values,” Park
added.

“America will experience anoth-
er revival if we use this opportunity

to become more united than ever,
and to stay awake and pray,” said
Reverend Yu Chul Chin, the senior
pastor of Los Angeles Full Gospel
Church.

Reverend Kyung Jin Kim, the
current senior pastor of YNPC,
shared an example of a Korean
church in Canada--in which gay
marriage was legalized earlier
than the U.S.--that faced litigation,
and emphasized the need for legal
preparation.

Randy Ju, the Korean outreach
coordinator of the Pacific Justice
Institute, a legal group that focus-
es on protecting religious freedom,
emphasized the need for churches
to adjust their policies to ensure
legal protection.

Churches are inevitably influ-
enced by the bylaws of their de-
nominations, which would take
at least a year to amend. Churches
can, however, include church
membership policies and policies
regarding the use of their facilities
to ensure legal protection in those
areas.

Updated church bylaws should
immediately be reported to the
state government to prevent legal
issues in the future.

PJI will be hosting a seminar at
L.A. Full Gospel Church on July 13
from 2 P.M. to 4 P.M,, featuring
Brad Dacus, the president of PJI,
explaining steps churches can take
to ensure legal protection from po-
tential lawsuits.

The Episcopal
Church (TEC)
Votes to Change
Definition of
Marriage in
Canon Law

BY RACHAEL LEE

The Episcopal Church (TEC)
voted on Tuesday to approve two
resolutions that would allow re-
ligious weddings for same-sex
couples, and to change the defini-
tion of marriage in its canon law to
gender neutral language.

The definition will be changed
from being defined as between “a
man and a woman,” to “these per-
sons,” or “the couple.”

Both resolutions (Resolution
Ao054 and Resolution A036) also
state that clergy still have the right
under the canon law to refuse to
perform any weddings that go
against their conscience.

The resolutions will take effect on
November 1.

The resolutions were passed
first by vote in the House of Bish-
ops onJune 30 at the TEC General
Convention in Salt Lake City. The
House of Deputies then voted on
the resolution the following day
of the Convention, approving the
measures.

The votes in favor of the resolu-
tions were overwhelming in the
House of Deputies. 85 in the cleri-
cal order voted for and 15 voted
against Resolution A036, which
changed the definition of mar-
riage, while 88 in the lay order
voted for and 12 voted against the
resolution. 94 in the clerical or-
der voted for and 12 voted against
Resolution Aos4, which allowed
religious wedding ceremonies for
same-sex couples, while 9o in the
lay order voted for and 11 voted
against the resolution.

129 in the House of Bishops
voted in favor of Resolution A036,
while 26 voted against it.

Reverend Susan Russell, a dep-
uty from Los Angeles who sup-
ports same-sex marriages, told
House of Deputies News that the
resolutions “provide as wide a tent
as possible for the historic diver-
sity that characterizes the Episco-
pal Church -- guaranteeing access
to marriage liturgies to all couples
while protecting the conscience of
clergy and bishops who dissent
theologically.”

Reverend Joseph Howard
from Tennessee said his votes
were based on what he believed
the TEC’s positions and leanings
were in the current day. He voted
for Resolution Ao54 because he
“thought it was a statement of
honesty about where the church
is and that it regularized what [the
TEC has] been doing,” accord-
ing to Espicopal News Service.
However, he said he voted against
A036 as “avote against good order
because | believe it assumes a be-
lief that has not yet become clear
in our church.”

20 bishops in the TEC released
a dissenting statement on the re-
sults of the vote, and said, “The
nature, purpose, and meaning of
marriage are linked to the rela-
tionship of man and woman.”

“We are grateful that Resolu-
tion Aos4 includes provision for
bishops and priests to exercise
their conscience,” the statement
continues, “but we realize at the
same time that we have entered a
season in which the tensions over
these difficult matters may grow.
We pray for the grace to be clear
about our convictions and, at the
same time, to love brothers and
sisters with whom we disagree.”

The Episcopal Church has some
1.9 million members in the United
States, and has had conversations
on homosexuality since the Gen-
eral Convention in 1976 which
said that “homosexual persons are
children of God who have a full
and equal claim with all other per-
sons upon the love, acceptance,
and pastoral concern and care for
the church,” according to the Very
Reverend Brian Baker, the deputy
chair of the Special Legislative
Committee on Marriage.
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